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Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan 
held a press conference follow�ng 
the NATO Heads of State and 

Government Summ�t, wh�ch took place 
�n e Hague, Netherlands.

Stat�ng that the summ�t had concluded, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan thanked K�ng 
W�llem-Alexander of the Netherlands, 
Dutch Pr�me M�n�ster D�ck Schoof, and 
the Dutch author�t�es for the�r hosp�tal�ty 
and host�ng.

He congratulated NATO Secretary 
General Mark Rutte for h�s successful 
leadersh�p and sa�d:“As �s closely 
followed by the publ�c, the key outcome 
of our summ�t �n e Hague was the 
dec�s�on by all�es to �ncrease the�r 
defense spend�ng. Dur�ng the counc�l 
sess�on, we dec�ded to ra�se our defense 
expend�tures to 5 percent of our Gross 
Domest�c Products over the next ten 
years.”

“WE STRIVE TO KEEP OUR 
COUNTRY AWAY FROM ALL 
CRISES, HOT CONFLICTS, AND 
TENSIONS”
Stat�ng that th�s dec�s�on �s a necess�ty 
for NATO am�d a cl�mate �n wh�ch 
ex�st�ng cr�ses are deepen�ng and new 
ones are emerg�ng every day, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan cont�nued: “We are an ally that 
has suffered the most from the threat of 
terror�sm and �s d�rectly affected by 
many of the cr�ses �n our reg�on. Almost 
all of the events currently dom�nat�ng 
the �nternat�onal agenda are unfold�ng 
near Turkey. We str�ve to keep our 
country away from all these cr�ses, hot 
con��cts, and tens�ons.

We attach great �mportance to 
strengthen�ng our deterrence and 
enhanc�ng our defense. e s�gn�ficant 
progress made by the Turk�sh defense 
�ndustry �n recent years �s be�ng 
recogn�zed globally. In many areas, 
espec�ally �n the field of armed and 
unarmed unmanned aer�al veh�cles, we 
are among the global leaders.
Our current defense expend�tures 
already exceed the 2 percent target set at 
prev�ous summ�ts. In fact, �n terms of 
our ex�st�ng �nfrastructure, defense 
�ndustry �nvestments, resources allocated 
to �nnovat�on, and �nternat�onal efforts, 
we are among the countr�es closest to 
reach�ng the 5 percent level.
I bel�eve �t �s appropr�ate for many all�es 

to assume greater respons�b�l�ty �n the 
face of threats and challenges and al�gn 
w�th our stance. Of course, merely 
�ncreas�ng defense spend�ng w�ll not be 
suff�c�ent to enhance the effect�veness of 
the all�ance. It �s also essent�al to 
s�ncerely establ�sh mutual understand�ng 
and cooperat�on among all�es.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, “In th�s regard, 
we took the lead �n re�ect�ng �n the 
all�ance documents the understand�ng 
that barr�ers to trade �n defense �ndustry 
products among all�es must be removed 
uncond�t�onally—w�thout ‘�fs or buts.’ 
We hope to see th�s fully �mplemented �n 
all �ts aspects.”
H�ghl�ght�ng that the European Un�on’s 
defense and secur�ty �n�t�at�ves should be 
complementary to NATO, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan stated:
“I emphas�zed that the full �nclus�on of 
non-EU NATO all�es �n the Un�on’s 
defense �ndustry �n�t�at�ves would serve 
the �nterests of all of Europe. Ult�mately, 
enhanced defense capab�l�t�es �n Europe 
are �n the �nterest of the ent�re Euro-
Atlant�c reg�on. Our hope �s that th�s 
�nclus�ve approach becomes dom�nant 
across the cont�nent.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan underl�ned that 
NATO Secretary General Rutte’s 
approach—centered on the development 
of the defense �ndustry from Texas to 
Ankara—�s extremely valuable �n th�s 
regard.

“OUR GOAL IS TO LAY THE 
FOUNDATIONS FOR A PROCESS 
LEADING TO LASTING PEACE”
Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that 
Türk�ye �s among the lead�ng all�es 
h�ghl�ght�ng NATO’s role �n the fight 
aga�nst terror�sm, stat�ng:
“Indeed, terror�sm has been recorded as 
one of the two ma�n current threats 
fac�ng NATO. In e Hague, I stressed 
once aga�n that combat�ng terror�sm can 
only be successful through the s�ncere 
sol�dar�ty of all�es. We ensured that th�s 
threat was re�ected �n the summ�t 
declarat�on.
e war �n Ukra�ne, now ongo�ng for 
over three years, has had both reg�onal 
and global consequences. Casualt�es and 
destruct�on cont�nue to �ncrease on both 
s�des. As Türk�ye, we are �ntens�fy�ng our 
efforts to br�ng th�s war to an end 
through a just and susta�nable peace.
Back �n March 2022, we hosted talks �n 
Istanbul, wh�ch, although le 
�ncomplete, y�elded tang�ble results such 

as the Black Sea gra�n �n�t�at�ve and 
pr�soner exchanges.
Our bel�ef �n d�plomacy, comb�ned w�th 
the trust placed �n us by the part�es, 
enabled us to resume our med�at�on 
efforts �n Istanbul. In the negot�at�ons we 
hosted, s�gn�ficant progress was made 
regard�ng add�t�onal pr�soner and body 
exchanges. Open d�alogue also took 
place regard�ng a potent�al ceasefire.
I bel�eve a w�ndow of opportun�ty has 
been opened for a ceasefire and 
permanent peace. �s must not be 
squandered. Our a�m �s to support the 
part�es �n tak�ng further concrete steps 
and thereby lay the foundat�ons for a 
process that leads to last�ng peace. W�th 
the support of our all�es, I cont�nue to 
hope that the war w�ll come to an end as 
soon as poss�ble. As I always say: there 
are no losers �n a just peace.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that the threats 
and cr�ses �n the M�ddle East are 
becom�ng �ncreas�ngly severe w�th each 
pass�ng day.
He drew attent�on to the nearly two-
year-long oppress�on faced by the 
Palest�n�an people �n Gaza, rem�nd�ng 
that more than 56,000 Gazans—most of 
them women and ch�ldren—have been 
k�lled so far �n Israel� attacks, and 
another 129,000 have been �njured, aga�n 
mostly women and ch�ldren.

“THE HUMANITARIAN TRAGEDY 
IN GAZA HAS TURNED INTO A 
HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHE”
Erdoğan po�nted out that 80 percent of 
Gaza has been destroyed and that 95 
percent of �ts healthcare �nfrastructure 
has been damaged. Churches, mosques, 
schools, and hosp�tals have been 
bombed.
Stat�ng that over 2 m�ll�on Gazans are 

struggl�ng to surv�ve under extremely 
d�ff�cult cond�t�ons am�dst the rubble 
and constant bomb�ng, Erdoğan sa�d:
“e Israel� government �s block�ng even 
the most bas�c necess�t�es from enter�ng 
Gaza. Due to Israel’s obstruct�ons and 
attacks, the human�tar�an tragedy �n 
Gaza has turned �nto a full-blown 
human�tar�an catastrophe. No person 
w�th a consc�ence can rema�n s�lent �n 
the face of such brutal�ty. You may stay 
qu�et when bab�es are sleep�ng, but not 
when bab�es are be�ng k�lled. I call on 
everyone who values human l�fe to ra�se 
the�r vo�ce aga�nst th�s oppress�on.
However, we observe that the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, part�cularly 
relevant �nst�tut�ons, has been �neffect�ve 
�n stopp�ng Israel. Israel, wh�ch 
d�sregards all rules and openly v�olates 
�nternat�onal law, cont�nues to add new 
v�olat�ons every day.

It must be clearly understood that Israel 
cannot ensure the secur�ty of �ts people 
by destab�l�z�ng the reg�on. Just l�ke all 
other countr�es �n the reg�on, Israel’s 
secur�ty depends on the stab�l�ty, peace, 
and prosper�ty of �ts ne�ghbors.
What we are w�tness�ng once aga�n 
rem�nds us that a two-state solut�on 
based on the 1967 borders and w�th 
geograph�cal �ntegr�ty �s �nev�table.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan underl�ned that the�r 
goal �s to establ�sh a cl�mate of peace 
where all peoples and all fa�ths l�ve s�de 
by s�de �n harmony:
“We have been l�v�ng on these lands 
together for a thousand years. God 
w�ll�ng, we w�ll cont�nue to l�ve there 
forever. erefore, for the well-be�ng of 
the ent�re reg�on, we w�ll cont�nue to 
speak the truth—no matter how b�tter or 
uncomfortable �t may be.”

“Everyone must shoulder respons�b�l�ty 
to ensure peace �n the M�ddle East”
Follow�ng the NATO Heads of State and Government Summ�t, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan commented on the ceasefire between Iran and Israel dur�ng a press 
conference, say�ng: “We hope that the de facto ceasefire w�ll be transformed 
�nto a last�ng calm as soon as poss�ble. We bel�eve that, �nclud�ng our all�es, 
everyone must shoulder respons�b�l�ty to ensure peace �n the M�ddle East.”
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“A LASTING SOLUTION WITH 
IRAN IS ONLY POSSIBLE 
THROUGH DIPLOMACY AND 
NEGOTIATION”
Pres�dent Erdoğan noted,
“e latest m�l�tary escalat�on between 
our ne�ghbor Iran and Israel has put our 
reg�on at ser�ous r�sk. From the very 
beg�nn�ng of the cr�s�s, we engaged �n 
�ntens�ve d�plomat�c efforts, �nclud�ng 
phone calls w�th reg�onal leaders.”
He rem�nded that the fore�gn m�n�sters 
of the Organ�zat�on of Islam�c 
Cooperat�on member states gathered �n 
Istanbul and shared cr�t�cal messages 
about the r�s�ng tens�ons. Erdoğan 
cont�nued:
“I bel�eve �t’s worth re�terat�ng what I’ve 
stated prev�ously: a last�ng resolut�on of 
�ssues w�th our ne�ghbor Iran �s only 
poss�ble through d�plomacy and 
negot�at�on. Our reg�on �s filled w�th 
examples prov�ng that war, destruct�on, 
aggress�on, and threats lead nowhere.
We welcome the ceasefire that was 
ach�eved w�th the efforts of U.S. 
Pres�dent Mr. Trump. We expect the 
part�es to adhere uncond�t�onally to our 
dear fr�end Trump’s call.
We hope that the de facto ceasefire w�ll 
be transformed �nto a last�ng calm as 
soon as poss�ble. We bel�eve that, 
�nclud�ng our all�es, everyone must 
shoulder respons�b�l�ty to ensure peace 
�n the M�ddle East. We w�ll cont�nue to 
fulfill our part �n th�s regard.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that he held 
meet�ngs w�th many leaders dur�ng the 
summ�t, �nclud�ng U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump, German Chancellor Fr�edr�ch 
Merz, U.K. Pr�me M�n�ster Ke�r Starmer, 
French Pres�dent Emmanuel Macron, 
Dutch Pr�me M�n�ster D�ck Schoof, and 
Roman�an Pres�dent N�cuşor Dan, 
among others.

He expla�ned that �n these contacts, they 
d�scussed ways to �mprove b�lateral 
relat�ons w�th all�es as well as the top�cs 
on the summ�t agenda. Pres�dent 
Erdoğan expressed h�s sat�sfact�on that 
Turkey’s proposal to host next year’s 
NATO Summ�t had been final�zed, 
say�ng he was pleased to welcome the 
all�es �n Turkey next year.

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO STAND 
AGAINST OPPRESSION”
Follow�ng h�s speech, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
answered quest�ons from members of 
the press.
In response to a quest�on about "the 
w�thdrawal of the Russ�an army from 
Azerba�jan," Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d:

"e Russ�an army has now le 
Azerba�jan, they are no longer there. 
S�nce they have w�thdrawn, th�s �ssue �s 
no longer val�d. I recently v�s�ted 
Karabakh, and there �s no such th�ng 
there. Currently, Azerba�jan �s mak�ng 
efforts to br�ng the reg�on under the 
l�vable rule of the Azerba�jan� state. ey 
are tak�ng steps regard�ng both 
�nfrastructure and superstructure and 
are mak�ng s�gn�ficant �nvestments."
When asked, "If a con��ct breaks out 
between Turkey and Israel, would NATO 
come to Turkey’s defense?" Pres�dent 
Erdoğan responded:
"As long as there �s no attack aga�nst 
Turkey, and g�ven that currently there �s 
no such s�tuat�on, Turkey �s a country of 
peace �n �ts reg�on and cont�nues all �ts 
efforts to ensure peace preva�ls �n the 
reg�on.

However, bes�des all th�s, we w�ll 
cont�nue to stand aga�nst Israel’s 
unbearable, �ntolerable att�tude. Just as 
we have stood aga�nst oppressors �n 
Gaza and the reg�on unt�l today, we 
cont�nue to stand and w�ll keep do�ng so. 
We espec�ally cont�nue to stand w�th the 
poor and the oppressed.

�nk about �t — for months, �n Gaza, 
no human�tar�an a�d has reached the 
oppressed people there. What w�ll 
happen to these people �f no a�d gets 
through? We are tell�ng powerful 
countr�es: stand aga�nst Israel. What 
must be done to ensure that the gates to 
Gaza are opened for human�tar�an a�d? 
ey must be opened. Even the Red 
Cross �s not be�ng allowed access by 
Israel. A�d �s not reach�ng the people of 
Gaza even through the Red Cross. �s �s 
the current s�tuat�on. If the Red Cross 
could operate, �t would allow the 
del�very of all human�tar�an a�d, food, 
med�c�ne, cloth�ng, and other essent�als. 
But unfortunately, even th�s �s not 
poss�ble at the moment."
Regard�ng the quest�on, "What path w�ll 
Turkey follow to �ncrease �ts share of 
GDP allocated to defense from 2% to 
5%? D�d the Eurofighter �ssue come up 
�n your meet�ng w�th Germany?" 
Pres�dent Erdoğan repl�ed: "As of now, 
w�th�n the next 10 years, the steps we 

w�ll take w�ll naturally come from the 
nat�onal budget. By gradually allocat�ng 
the necessary share from the nat�onal 
budget, we w�ll prov�de th�s support to 
NATO.

On the Eurofighter �ssue, we have had 
and are cont�nu�ng d�scuss�ons w�th both 
the Un�ted K�ngdom and Germany, and 
there are pos�t�ve developments on th�s 
front. Once these pos�t�ve developments 
are fully real�zed, we w�ll take our steps 
accord�ngly."
When asked, "In wh�ch c�ty w�ll next 
year’s NATO Summ�t �n Turkey be held?" 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that the prev�ous 
one was held �n Istanbul, and they would 
make a dec�s�on aer consultat�ons and 
final�ze �t w�th�n the com�ng week.
Emphas�z�ng that there �s no t�me to 
lose, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "We w�ll 
not�fy the NATO Secretary General of 
our dec�s�on aer the meet�ng we w�ll 
hold on th�s summ�t, wh�ch w�ll be 
d�fferent from the one we prev�ously 
held �n Istanbul."

"PROTECTING MY COUNTRY’S 
UNITY IS MY DUTY”
Answer�ng the quest�on, "Last month, 
Russ�a sent a low-level d�plomat�c 
delegat�on to the final round of talks 
w�th Ukra�ne. How does th�s affect you? 
What are your expectat�ons for defense 
cooperat�on w�th the European Un�on?" 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "Representat�ves 
w�th appropr�ate author�ty were sent, 

and the talks between Russ�a and 
Ukra�ne were successfully conducted 
w�th these representat�ves.
ese negot�at�ons were led and 
ma�nta�ned by my Fore�gn M�n�ster, Mr. 
Hakan, and the outcome was qu�te good 
and successful.”

When asked about Spa�n comm�tt�ng to 
a 2% contr�but�on �nstead of 5% for 
defense spend�ng at the NATO Summ�t 
and the stance of Span�sh Pr�me M�n�ster 
Pedro Sanchez, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
repl�ed:
"S�nce the t�me frame �s 10 years, I don't 
see a problem here. Ach�ev�ng such a 
rat�o w�th�n 10 years �s feas�ble. Of 
course, NATO needs such strength, and 
the only way to ensure �t �s for NATO 
member states w�th�n the European 
Un�on to handle th�s �ssue. NATO 
member states currently have the 
capac�ty and strength to do so. As 
Turkey, we made a pos�t�ve statement on 
th�s matter, say�ng �t would be benefic�al 
to prov�de th�s contr�but�on w�th�n 10 
years.”

In response to the quest�on about what 
steps would be taken �f the PKK lays 
down �ts arms and d�sbands, and what 
message would be g�ven to the Kurds 
l�v�ng �n the reg�on, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
stated:
"I have no �ssues w�th my Kurd�sh 
c�t�zens l�v�ng �n the reg�on as the�r 
Pres�dent. �ngs are go�ng very well 
r�ght now. ey have a strong presence 
�n Parl�ament.

S�nce they have no such problem, th�s 
journey, th�s progress... ey requested a 
meet�ng, and I rece�ved Ms. Perv�n 
together w�th the late Sırrı Süreyya. We 
met w�th them at the Pres�dency 
together w�th my colleagues. I bel�eve 
they have requested another meet�ng, 
and we w�ll hold that meet�ng soon and 
cont�nue our d�scuss�ons w�th them. 
ere �s no problem at all. In my 
country, w�th Turks, Kurds, Laz people, 
C�rcass�ans, Arabs — we are all one, and 
�t �s my duty to protect the un�ty of my 
country. We w�ll cont�nue to do th�s �n 
the best poss�ble way."
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Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: We 
W�ll Cont�nue to Stand F�rm 
Aga�nst Oppress�on

M�n�ster F�dan addressed the 
part�c�pants at the open�ng of 
the 51st Sess�on of the 

Counc�l of Fore�gn M�n�sters of the 
Organ�zat�on of Islam�c Cooperat�on 
(OIC), held at the Istanbul Lütfi Kırdar 
Internat�onal Convent�on and Exh�b�t�on 
Center.
F�dan noted that Istanbul �s one of the key 
centers for reg�onal and global peace 
efforts. He thanked Cameroon for 
fulfill�ng �ts OIC term pres�dency dut�es 
successfully throughout 2024.
F�dan stated that the strong vo�ce r�s�ng 
from Afr�ca �s a s�gn of a mult�-centered 
rev�val w�th�n the Islam�c world. “e 
vo�ce of Afr�ca �s our vo�ce. We bel�eve 
our organ�zat�on plays an �mportant role 
�n help�ng Afr�ca ach�eve �ts r�ghtful place 
on the global stage,” he sa�d.
He emphas�zed, “As Turkey, dur�ng our 
term pres�dency, we w�ll ra�se the vo�ce of 
the Islam�c geography, pr�or�t�ze the 
establ�shment of global just�ce, and 
cont�nue to stand tall �n the face of 
oppress�on.”
“Israel, wh�ch cont�nues �ts genoc�de �n 
Gaza and sp�lls blood across all occup�ed 
terr�tor�es, �s now attack�ng our ne�ghbor 
Iran, dragg�ng the ent�re reg�on to the 
br�nk of a catastrophe,” F�dan sa�d, add�ng 
that consultat�ons would pr�mar�ly focus 
on present�ng a strong stance aga�nst th�s 
"borderless aggress�on."
F�dan underl�ned the need for reg�onal 
ownersh�p to address all the challenges 
w�th�n the OIC geography.

“�s �s clearly an Israel problem”
M�n�ster F�dan stressed that Israel’s 
ongo�ng aggress�on and occupat�on 
pol�c�es reveal, “�n all �ts stark real�ty,” the 
ex�stence of a fundamental problem that 
needs to be addressed:
“�s �ssue �s not a problem of Palest�ne, 
Lebanon, Syr�a, Yemen, or Iran. �s �s 
clearly an Israel problem.”
Referr�ng to Israel's attack on Iran dur�ng 
a t�me when negot�at�ons on Iran’s nuclear 
program are ongo�ng, M�n�ster F�dan 
stated that these attacks were “strongly 
condemned.”
He warned that th�s s�tuat�on could result 
�n “catastroph�c” consequences for the 

reg�on and could also have w�de-reach�ng 
repercuss�ons elsewhere, emphas�z�ng, 
“ese �llegal attacks must be stopped 
�mmed�ately.”

“Islam�c countr�es must lead the 
construct�on of a global system that 
pr�or�t�zes just�ce”
F�dan sa�d that Istanbul, wh�ch has 
carr�ed the d�gn�ty and memory of 
Islam�c c�v�l�zat�on throughout h�story, 
rema�ns a meet�ng po�nt where hopes for 
a common future are nurtured.
“Today, we are hold�ng th�s meet�ng r�ght 
�n the m�ddle of a cr�s�s belt stretch�ng 
from Gaza to Iran, from Lebanon to 
Yemen,” he sa�d.
He emphas�zed that the part�c�pat�on of 
many countr�es represent�ng the Islam�c 
world, desp�te d�ff�cult t�mes, serves as a 
beaut�ful example of sol�dar�ty:
“Let us not forget: d�v�ded nat�ons fall �nto 
weakness, and hearts that are spl�t w�ll not 
see v�ctory. We see the ummah as a 
whole.”
F�dan noted that mult�lateral�sm — the 
foundat�on of �nternat�onal cooperat�on 
— �s now fac�ng a leg�t�macy cr�s�s, w�th 
grow�ng �ntolerance, �dent�ty-based 
polar�zat�on, and the eros�on of 
�nternat�onal law deepen�ng global 
�nstab�l�ty.
He h�ghl�ghted the �neffect�veness of 
�nternat�onal mechan�sms, espec�ally the 
UN Secur�ty Counc�l, wh�ch has been 
fully exposed by the ongo�ng atroc�t�es �n 
Gaza:
“Our organ�zat�on must play a lead�ng 
role �n th�s regard. As part of a bloc 
represent�ng one-quarter of the world’s 
populat�on and possess�ng �mmense 
resources, Islam�c countr�es must lead the 
construct�on of a global system that 
upholds just�ce and pr�or�t�zes r�ghts.”
F�dan stated that the strong part�c�pat�on 
�n the meet�ng re�ects a shared 
comm�tment and determ�nat�on to act �n 
un�ty and sol�dar�ty:
“In th�s turbulent per�od we are go�ng 
through, Islam prov�des the essent�al 
gu�dance we all urgently need,” he sa�d.
F�dan added that the Organ�zat�on serves 
not only as a d�alogue platform but also 
plays an �mportant role �n coord�nat�ng 
the pol�c�es of member states and 
foster�ng consensus.
He emphas�zed that Turkey, as a found�ng 
member of the OIC, w�ll cont�nue to play 
a construct�ve and lead�ng role �n 
real�z�ng the Organ�zat�on’s full potent�al. 
He concluded by not�ng that efforts w�ll 
be concentrated �n four ma�n areas.
M�n�ster F�dan stated that nessary steps 

would be taken to develop the 
Organ�zat�on’s relat�ons w�th other 
countr�es and �nternat�onal organ�zat�ons, 
and that the r�ghts of Musl�m 
commun�t�es and m�nor�t�es would 
cont�nue to be defended w�th 
determ�nat�on.

"As Turkey, we are ready to do our part”
Referr�ng to Israel’s attacks on Gaza, 
F�dan sa�d, “e first pr�or�ty of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty should be to 
prevent the current s�tuat�on from turn�ng 
�nto a sp�ral of v�olence that would further 
endanger reg�onal and global secur�ty.”
F�dan sa�d, “As Turkey, we are ready to do 
our part,” emphas�z�ng that all d�plomat�c 
steps to be taken under the leadersh�p of 
Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan are 
supported and that d�plomat�c traff�c �s 
ongo�ng.
F�dan stated, “We bel�eve that OIC 
members should act �n un�ty aga�nst 
Israel’s act�ons and demonstrate real 
sol�dar�ty w�th Iran,” and added:
“Israel cont�nues �ts genoc�de pol�c�es and 
cr�mes aga�nst human�ty aga�nst the 
Palest�n�an people. Not only Gaza, but 
also the West Bank �s be�ng turned �nto a 
war zone. Israel’s a�m �s to dr�ve 
Palest�n�ans from the�r homes and end 
the v�s�on of a two-state solut�on.
Our pr�or�ty �s a permanent ceasefire, the 
release of hostages and deta�nees, and 
un�nterrupted human�tar�an access to 
Gaza. We strongly support the ongo�ng 
negot�at�ons for th�s purpose.

Once aga�n, I thank Qatar and Egypt for 
the�r efforts �n th�s matter.
It �s clear that the two-state solut�on �s the 
only v�able path to a just and last�ng 
peace.
It has now become much clearer that the 
ongo�ng occupat�on �n Palest�n�an 
terr�tor�es �s the root cause of all con��cts 
�n our reg�on.
e Palest�n�an cause and the protect�on 
of Jerusalem are the reason for the 
ex�stence of the OIC.”

"We are very pleased that Syr�a has 
returned to our Organ�zat�on”
M�n�ster F�dan rem�nded that thanks to 
jo�nt efforts, �t �s poss�ble to take 
necessary steps toward a stable and 
prosperous Syr�a for the Syr�an people, 
and sa�d, “We are very pleased that Syr�a 
has returned to our Organ�zat�on.”
He stated that as the process of eas�ng 
ongo�ng sanct�ons on Syr�a cont�nues, 
support for the Syr�an people must also 
cont�nue. He sa�d the Balkans, a long-

stand�ng part of the Islam�c geography, 
bear deep traces not only of h�stor�cal t�es 
but also of shared c�v�l�zat�on and 
brotherhood.
F�dan sa�d, “Our Musl�m brothers l�v�ng 
�n these lands have gone through many 
tr�als �n the past,” emphas�z�ng that today 
they are also stand�ng strong aga�nst the 
danger of fragmentat�on.
He sa�d, “It �s our common duty to show 
that they are not alone and that the 
Islam�c world stands by our Bosn�an 
brothers,” and strongly condemned the 
d�scr�m�natory, separat�st, and hate-based 
rhetor�c �n the reg�on, as well as rel�g�ous 
and ethn�c rev�s�on�st approaches.

Support for peace �n Sudan
Speak�ng about developments �n Sudan, 
F�dan sa�d, “Our hearts ache. As Turkey, 
we strongly support all reg�onal and 
�nternat�onal peace efforts to end th�s 
cr�s�s.”
Call�ng on the �nternat�onal commun�ty 
to s�ncerely support peace and stab�l�ty �n 
Sudan, F�dan sa�d, “Let us not forget that 
solv�ng th�s �ssue �s of v�tal �mportance 
not only for the people of Sudan but also 
for the ent�re cont�nent, espec�ally the 
Horn of Afr�ca.”
Con��ct between Pak�stan and Ind�a
Referr�ng to the con��ct between Pak�stan 
and Ind�a, F�dan sa�d, “It once aga�n 
revealed the frag�l�ty of peace and stab�l�ty 
�n South As�a.”
F�dan stated that he welcomed the 
ceasefire dec�s�on between the part�es and 
expressed hope that th�s opportun�ty 
would be used to resolve the �ssue 
through d�alogue.
M�n�ster F�dan sa�d, “Unless the d�sputes 
�n the reg�on, espec�ally the Kashm�r 
�ssue, are resolved, the potent�al for 
tens�on w�ll rema�n. Channels of d�alogue 
need to be made operat�onal.”

Call for support for the natural r�ghts of 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots
Rem�nd�ng that there are two peoples and 
two states on the �sland of Cyprus, F�dan 
sa�d:
“e Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus, an �nseparable part of the Islam�c 
world, �s represented �n the Organ�zat�on 
of Islam�c Cooperat�on as an observer. 
However, unfortunately, Turk�sh Cypr�ots 
have cont�nued to l�ve under unjust and 
�nhumane �solat�on �mposed on them for 
decades. We call on all member states to 
support the natural r�ghts of Turk�sh 
Cypr�ots and to engage w�th them 
d�rectly.”

Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan stated, 
“As Turkey, dur�ng our term pres�dency, we w�ll 
ra�se the vo�ce of the Islam�c world, pr�or�t�ze the 
establ�shment of global just�ce, and cont�nue to 
stand firm aga�nst oppress�on.”
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More than 150 delegates, 
�nclud�ng representat�ves 
from law enforcement 

agenc�es, publ�c �nst�tut�ons, IT, and 
corporate structures operat�ng �n the 
field of cybersecur�ty, attended the 
conference held �n a hotel conference 
hall �n the c�ty of Cholpon-Ata �n the 
Issyk-Kul Reg�on.

ree themed panels at the conference 
addressed the follow�ng top�cs: 
combat�ng cybercr�me, cyberterror�sm, 
and cyber esp�onage; develop�ng 
mechan�sms for operat�onal 
�nformat�on exchange and 
coord�nat�on among countr�es; and 
protect�ng cr�t�cal �nformat�on 
�nfrastructure �n the publ�c and 
corporate sectors.
Part�c�pants �ncluded the Secur�ty 

Counc�l Secretar�es of CSTO member 
states—Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Russ�a, Belarus, and Taj�k�stan—as well 
as the Shangha� Cooperat�on 
Organ�zat�on (SCO) Secretar�at, sen�or 
off�c�als of relevant �nst�tut�ons from 
CSTO member states, and experts 
attend�ng the cyber tra�n�ng held 
w�th�n the scope of the conference.

Cyberattacks ra�se concerns
Kamchybek Tash�ev, Deputy Cha�rman 
of the Cab�net of M�n�sters and 
Cha�rman of the State Comm�ttee for 
Nat�onal Secur�ty of Kyrgyzstan, stated 
that th�s conference prov�ded a un�que 
platform for shar�ng knowledge, 
exper�ences, and solut�ons that could 
lay the groundwork for strengthen�ng 
cybersecur�ty at both nat�onal and 
�nternat�onal levels. “We hope the 
conference w�ll allow us to develop 
pract�cal steps to �mprove the secur�ty 
of our �nformat�on systems,” he sa�d.
"Cyber threats are becom�ng 
�ncreas�ngly complex and have more 
destruct�ve consequences," sa�d 
Tash�ev. He outl�ned the measures 
taken aga�nst cybercr�mes �n the publ�c 

sector, not�ng that the Cybersecur�ty 
Law was adopted �n Kyrgyzstan �n 
2024, and that a d�g�tal forens�c 
laboratory and a cybersecur�ty 
operat�ons center had been establ�shed.
Tash�ev shared that five m�ll�on 
cyberattacks had been recorded �n the 
country s�nce last year, 70% of wh�ch 
had been detected and neutral�zed, 
wh�le the rema�n�ng 30% were of low 
cr�t�cal�ty.
Azamat Osmonov, Head of the 
Department for Overs�ght of 
Pres�dent�al and Cab�net of M�n�sters’ 
Dec�s�ons under the Pres�dent�al 
Adm�n�strat�on, emphas�zed that 
cybersecur�ty �s no longer solely a 
domest�c �ssue and proposed 
recommendat�ons for jo�nt efforts.
Kyrgyzstan's Secur�ty Counc�l 
Secretary Baktybek Bekbolotov 
po�nted out that cyberattacks pose a 
threat to nat�onal secur�ty, stat�ng, 
“�s s�tuat�on �s part�cularly 
�mportant for CSTO member countr�es 
and the�r partners, as d�ffer�ng �nterests 
�ntersect w�th�n our area of 
respons�b�l�ty.”
Cyberspace has become a new doma�n 
aer land, sea, a�r, and space
CSTO Secretary-General Imangal� 
Tasmagambetov emphas�zed that there 
are no state borders �n cyberspace and 
sa�d, “Cyberspace has essent�ally 
become the fih doma�n where var�ous 
pol�t�cal and m�l�tary forces confront 
each other, follow�ng land, sea, a�r, and 
space.”
Tasmagambetov underl�ned that 
countr�es res�st�ng the development of 
a legal framework for relat�ons �n 
cyberspace are themselves contr�but�ng 
to the emergence of cyber threats.

He noted that a k�nd of "arms race" �s 
underway �n the field of cyber 
technolog�es and po�nted out that the 
absence of a deterrence mechan�sm �n 
cyberspace leads to the potent�al 
emergence of "cyber d�ctatorsh�ps."
Belarus Secur�ty Counc�l State 
Secretary Aleksandr Volfov�ch stated 
that cyber attackers target any system 
they can access, regardless of whether 
�t belongs to an �nd�v�dual, pr�vate, or 
publ�c �nst�tut�on, and emphas�zed the 
need for new knowledge, exper�ence, 
and �nnovat�on.

Kazakstan's Secur�ty Counc�l Secretary 
G�zat Nurdauletov sa�d, “Trad�t�onal 
border protect�on has lost �ts relevance. 
Cr�me has gone onl�ne, and people 
have become part of d�g�tal platforms. 
In th�s context, Kazakhstan �s gradually 
mov�ng toward a 'zero trust' approach. 
Modern problems requ�re systemat�c 
coord�nat�on and accountab�l�ty.”
Deputy State Secretary of Belarus's 
Secur�ty Counc�l Aleksandr 
Neverovsk�y shared that 88.3 m�ll�on 
cyberattacks were recorded �n Belarus 
dur�ng the January–June per�od of 
2025.
Deputy Secretary of the Russ�an 
Secur�ty Counc�l Aleksey Shevtsov 
reported that 208,000 cyberattacks 
were recorded �n the Russ�an 
Federat�on �n 2024.

An �nternat�onal conference on 
cybersecur�ty was held �n Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan, wh�ch 
holds the rotat�ng 
pres�dency of the 
Collect�ve Secur�ty 
Treaty Organ�zat�on 
(CSTO), hosted an 
�nternat�onal 
conference on 
cybersecur�ty among 
member states.

July 2025
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The meet�ng, hosted by the Jud�c�al 
and Legal Counc�l of Azerba�jan 
and Pres�dent of the Supreme 

Court Inam Kar�mov, was attended by 
Cha�rman of the Supreme Jud�c�al Counc�l 
of Uzbek�stan Halmum�n Yodgorov, 
Cha�rwoman of the Counc�l of Judges of 
Kyrgyzstan A�da Se�dakmatova, and 
Member of the Supreme Jud�c�al Counc�l 
of Kazakhstan Yernar Begal�yev.
Also present at the meet�ng were Secretary 
General of the OTS, Ambassador 
Kubanychbek Omural�ev, V�ce Pres�dent 
of the Counc�l of Judges and Prosecutors 
(HSK) Fuzul� Aydoğdu, and Pres�dent of 
the Supreme Court of the Turk�sh 
Republ�c of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) 
Bertan Özerdağ.
Dur�ng the meet�ng, the Statute of the 
OTS Counc�l of Judges Network was 
adopted and s�gned by the part�c�pants.

"e greatest goal of the OTS Counc�l of 
Judges Network �s to make the just�ce 
v�s�on of the Turk�c world v�s�ble on a 
global scale."
In h�s speech, HSK V�ce Pres�dent 
Aydoğdu stated that the network to be 
establ�shed would go beyond be�ng just a 
coord�nat�on structure and would create a 
new synergy �n many areas, from jud�c�al 
eth�cs to profess�onal development, the 
shar�ng of best pract�ces, and mutual 
exchange of exper�ences.
Aydoğdu sa�d that they a�m for th�s 
network to be a cont�nuous 
commun�cat�on and consultat�on platform 
among the relevant �nst�tut�onal bod�es of 
OTS member states. He added: “It �s our 

pr�mary goal that the OTS Counc�l of 
Judges Network prov�des an effect�ve 
mechan�sm for develop�ng jo�nt solut�ons 
to common problems, strengthens 
un�versal pr�nc�ples such as jud�c�al 
�ndependence, �mpart�al�ty, and 
transparency, and makes the just�ce v�s�on 
of the Turk�c world v�s�ble on a global 
scale.”
Pres�dent of the Jud�c�al and Legal Counc�l 
and the Supreme Court of Azerba�jan, 
Kar�mov, stated that the OTS Counc�l of 
Judges Network �s an �mportant step 
towards �nst�tut�onal�z�ng concrete legal 
cooperat�on between member states.
Kar�mov sa�d, “W�th the adopted statute, a 
legal bas�s w�ll be la�d for mult�lateral and 
susta�nable cooperat�on �n the field of 
jud�c�ary and law among the member 
states. In th�s context, a rel�able platform 
w�ll be establ�shed for �mplement�ng jo�nt 
projects, organ�z�ng sc�ent�fic and 
educat�onal programs, tra�n�ng judges �n 
eth�cs and profess�onal�sm, conduct�ng 
jo�nt legal research, and cont�nuous 
exchange of exper�ences. �s process w�ll 
make s�gn�ficant contr�but�ons to 
deepen�ng the common legal culture of 
the Turk�c states and promot�ng the 
pr�nc�ples of just�ce and the rule of law 
more broadly.”

e 3rd Meet�ng of the Pres�dents of the 
Counc�l of Judges of the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS) was held �n Baku, the 
cap�tal of Azerba�jan.

3rd Meet�ng of the Pres�dents of 
the Counc�l of Judges of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
Held �n Baku

Kyrgyz Cultural Fest�val 
Held �n Yozgat

Organ�zed for the second t�me 
th�s year by the Kyrgyz l�v�ng �n 
Yen�fakılı, the fest�val featured 

v�brant and enthus�ast�c act�v�t�es.
Part�c�pants had the opportun�ty to closely 
exper�ence and d�scover the r�chness of 
Kyrgyz culture. Trad�t�onal foods, local 
goods, and nat�onal att�re spec�fic to the 
Kyrgyz were presented �n the fest�val area.
e event was attended by Yozgat 
Governor Mehmet Al� Özkan, 
Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan Ruslan 
Kazakbaev, AK Party Deputy Cha�rman 
and Head of Relat�ons w�th Turk�c States 
Prof. Dr. Kürşad Zorlu, and Member of 
Parl�ament Süleyman Şahan.

“Turkey Cont�nues to Integrate w�th Its 
Brothers and K�n”
Kürşad Zorlu emphas�zed that Kyrgyzstan 
�s an �nseparable part of the Turk�c World 
and one of the most strateg�cally 
�mportant po�nts �n the Central As�an 
reg�on:
“Kyrgyzstan �s essent�ally a trans�t�on hub. 
It �s also located at a very cr�t�cal po�nt of 
the M�ddle Corr�dor, wh�ch Turkey �s 
rap�dly work�ng to br�ng �nto act�on. 
Strengthen�ng Turkey-Kyrgyzstan 
relat�ons and develop�ng cooperat�on �n 
every field w�ll undoubtedly have a 
pos�t�ve �mpact not only on the relat�ons 
between the two countr�es but also on 
cooperat�on across the ent�re Turk�c 
World.”
Zorlu noted that relat�ons between the 
two countr�es have progressed rap�dly �n 
recent years. He added that through the 
Manas Un�vers�ty, newly establ�shed 
hosp�tals, the Maar�f School, and var�ous 
other �n�t�at�ves, Turkey cont�nues to 
�ntegrate w�th �ts Kyrgyz brothers and k�n 
�n Kyrgyzstan.

“We Must Be Un�ted”
Referr�ng to a quote by Kyrgyz wr�ter 
Ceng�z Aytmatov, “Man �s both the 
creator and the pr�soner of h�story,” Zorlu 
emphas�zed un�ty w�th�n the Turk�c 
World:
“We must be un�ted. We want to br�ng 
th�s un�ty to l�fe through concrete projects. 
We all share th�s v�s�on. e v�s�on of our 

Pres�dent for the Century of the Turk�c 
World w�ll, hopefully, cont�nue to be 
crowned and mater�al�zed �n every field.”
Zorlu part�c�pated �n the Kyrgyz 
trad�t�onal game aşık atma, shot arrows 
w�th a bow, and v�s�ted Kyrgyz yurts.

e Kyrgyz M�grated from the Pam�r 
Plateau 43 Years Ago
Around 50 Kyrgyz fam�l�es who m�grated 
from the Pam�r Plateau �n Afghan�stan 43 
years ago and settled �n the v�llage of 
Ulupam�r �n Erc�ş, Van, have now 
embarked on a new l�fe �n the Yen�fakılı 
d�str�ct of Yozgat to contr�bute to reg�onal 
tour�sm.
e Kyrgyz commun�ty, settled �n hous�ng 
bu�lt by the Hous�ng Development 
Adm�n�strat�on (TOKİ), cont�nues to 
preserve the�r trad�t�ons and customs.
e second ed�t�on of the “Kyrgyz 
Fest�val” offered colorful and l�vely scenes.
In the fest�val area, trad�t�onal Kyrgyz 
cras and sk�lls—such as ta�lor�ng, saddle 
mak�ng, leather shoe cra�ng, and carpet 
weav�ng—were d�splayed, along w�th 
presentat�ons about Kyrgyz culture, 
trad�t�ons, and cu�s�ne.

e 2nd Kyrgyz Cultural Fest�val was held �n the 
Yen�fakılı d�str�ct of Yozgat. At the fest�val grounds, 
trad�t�onal Kyrgyz d�shes, local products, and 
nat�onal costumes were showcased. In add�t�on, 
trad�t�onal games such as folk dances, aşık atma 
(bone throw�ng), and archery were performed.
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ofokeng, who �s �n MGeneva, Sw�tzerland, to 
attend the 59th Sess�on of 

the UN Human R�ghts Counc�l, 
answered quest�ons from an AA 
correspondent about the s�tuat�on �n 
Gaza, wh�ch has been subjected to 
�ntense Israel� attacks and blockade.
Mofokeng sa�d, “It �s �mposs�ble to 
speak of the r�ght to health �n Gaza. 
Both access to health fac�l�t�es and the 
fundamental determ�nants of health 
have been under attack s�nce day one. 
e s�tuat�on �s gett�ng worse. We now 
have food a�d that �s be�ng used to 
target c�v�l�ans who are on the br�nk of 
starvat�on and try�ng to obta�n bas�c 
food �tems for themselves and the�r 
fam�l�es. We are also fac�ng a s�tuat�on 
�n wh�ch human�tar�an ass�stance �s 
obstructed, UN agenc�es cannot reach 
people �n the occup�ed Palest�n�an 
terr�tor�es unh�ndered to del�ver a�d, 
and thus the v�olence cont�nues.”

Descr�b�ng what �s happen�ng as 
“colon�al �mper�al�st v�olence” aga�nst 
people who cannot defend themselves, 
Mofokeng sa�d that the s�tuat�on �n 
Gaza cannot be defined as a war �n 
terms of the balance of power.
Mofokeng cont�nued, “erefore, �n a 
context of global leadersh�p that keeps 
fa�l�ng, we must acknowledge that 
genoc�dal plans w�ll lead to the k�nd of 
catastroph�c events we are w�tness�ng 

today. �s �s not �nev�table. �s 
s�tuat�on �s not a natural progress�on of 
events as they should be, yet �t �s be�ng 
portrayed as though �t were.”

“We must reject the lack of 
accountab�l�ty”
Po�nt�ng out that they cont�nue to 
count the dead �n Gaza, Mofokeng 
emphas�zed that hundreds of 
thousands of people are also m�ss�ng. 
She cont�nued:
“I would l�ke to rem�nd the global 
commun�ty that s�lence �s not 
d�plomacy. ere has never been a 
moment when s�lence was heard so 
loudly from every segment of soc�ety. 
We saw that even the human�tar�an a�d 
be�ng taken to Gaza on the Madleen 
sh�p belong�ng to the Freedom Flot�lla 
Coal�t�on was attacked, yet there was 
more s�lence and more �nd�fference. 
�s �s not normal. Noth�ng about what 
�s happen�ng �s normal. It has been 
normal�zed. It was portrayed as 
someth�ng we had to accept. 

However, we must reject th�s �mpun�ty 
[for Israel]. We must reject the lack of 
accountab�l�ty.”
UN Rapporteur Mofokeng noted that, 
to prevent what �s happen�ng �n Gaza, 
�nternat�onal human r�ghts laws and 
standards, as well as the UN Charter 
and other legal �nstruments, are already 
�n place.

Accord�ng to the UN 
rapporteur, �t �s �mposs�ble 
to speak of a r�ght to health 
�n Gaza, wh�ch �s under 
attack by Israel
Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Spec�al Rapporteur on 
the R�ght to Health Tlaleng Mofokeng stated 
that �t �s �mposs�ble to speak of the r�ght to 
health �n Gaza, add�ng that the s�tuat�on �n the 
bes�eged area �s deter�orat�ng even further.

2nd Ch�na-Central As�a 
Summ�t Held �n Kazakhstan

The summ�t, hosted by Pres�dent 
of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev at the Palace of 

Independence �n Astana, was attended 
by Pres�dent of Kyrgyzstan Sadyr 
Japarov, Pres�dent of Uzbek�stan 
Shavkat M�rz�yoyev, Pres�dent of 
Turkmen�stan Serdar 
Berd�muhamedov, Pres�dent of 
Taj�k�stan Emomal� Rahmon, and 
Pres�dent of Ch�na X� J�np�ng.
In h�s open�ng speech, Pres�dent 
Tokayev emphas�zed that Central As�a, 
w�th a total populat�on exceed�ng 80 
m�ll�on and �ts r�ch natural resources, �s 
�ncreas�ngly strengthen�ng �ts pos�t�on 
as a s�gn�ficant actor �n �nternat�onal 
relat�ons.
He h�ghl�ghted the cruc�al role of 
comprehens�ve cooperat�on w�th Ch�na 
�n th�s process and sa�d, “I am pleased 
to note that relat�ons between Central 
As�a and Ch�na have reached the level 
of an eternal and comprehens�ve 
strateg�c partnersh�p.”
Not�ng that the total gross domest�c 
product of Central As�an countr�es �s 
approach�ng half a tr�ll�on dollars and 
that mutual trade volume w�th�n the 
reg�on �s �ncreas�ng, Tokayev also stated 
that last year the total trade volume 
between Central As�an countr�es and 
Ch�na reached a record h�gh of 95 
b�ll�on dollars.
Tokayev remarked that Kazakhstan 
cont�nues to be Ch�na's largest trad�ng 
partner �n the reg�on, w�th b�lateral 
trade volume reach�ng 44 
b�ll�on dollars.
He stated that Central As�a 
has become a key log�st�cs 
hub connect�ng As�a and 
Europe, say�ng, “In 2024, 
the total volume of cargo 
transported from Ch�na 
through Central As�an 
countr�es �ncreased by 12%, 
exceed�ng 211,000 
conta�ners.”

Tokayev po�nted out that 85% of land 
transportat�on from Ch�na to Europe 
currently passes through Kazakhstan 
and suggested that bu�ld�ng a jo�nt 
cargo term�nal w�th Ch�na at the Kur�k 
Port on the Casp�an Sea coast should 
be cons�dered.
He also noted that Central As�a hosts 
20% of the world's uran�um reserves, 
over 17% of o�l, 7% of natural gas, and 
s�gn�ficant quant�t�es of rare earth 
elements. Tokayev emphas�zed the 
�mportance of cooperat�on w�th Ch�na 
�n modern�z�ng energy �nfrastructure 
�n these areas.
Tokayev expressed Kazakhstan’s �nterest 
�n benefit�ng from Ch�na’s exper�ence 
�n nuclear energy and stated that they 
are ready to s�gn an agreement �n th�s 
field �n the near future.
Pres�dent Tokayev underl�ned that the 
summ�t reaff�rmed the countr�es' 
shared �nterest �n strengthen�ng good 
ne�ghborly relat�ons, mutually 
benefic�al cooperat�on, and susta�nable 
development.
At the summ�t, the five Central As�an 
countr�es—Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbek�stan, Turkmen�stan, and 
Taj�k�stan—along w�th Ch�na s�gned 
the Treaty of Eternal Good-
Ne�ghborl�ness, Fr�endsh�p, and 
Cooperat�on.
In add�t�on, the Astana Declarat�on, the 
final commun�qué of the 2nd Ch�na-
Central As�a Summ�t, was also adopted 
dur�ng the meet�ng.

Leaders of Central As�a and Ch�na gathered 
at the 2nd Ch�na-Central As�a Summ�t held 
�n Astana, the cap�tal of Kazakhstan.
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88 Palest�n�ans k�lled �n Israel� attacks 
on Gaza �n the last 24 hours

he number of people k�lled �n Israel� Tattacks on the Gaza Str�p s�nce October 7, 
2023, has �ncreased by 88 �n the last 24 

hours, reach�ng 56,500.
In a wr�tten statement �ssued by the M�n�stry of 
Health �n Gaza, the latest �nformat�on on 
casualt�es and �njur�es result�ng from Israel's 
ongo�ng attacks was shared.

It was reported that 88 Palest�n�ans, mostly 
women and ch�ldren, were k�lled and 365 �njured 
�n the past 24 hours due to Israel� attacks on 
Gaza.
It was stated that the number of deaths �n Israel� 
attacks on Gaza s�nce October 7, 2023, has r�sen 
to 56,500 and the number of �njured has reached 
133,419.
S�nce Israel broke the ceasefire on March 18, 
6,175 people have been k�lled and 21,378 �njured 
�n attacks on Gaza.
�rteen Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng ch�ldren and 
forc�bly d�splaced persons, were k�lled and many 
others �njured �n Israel� attacks on the Gaza Str�p 
th�s morn�ng.
Accord�ng to �nformat�on obta�ned from hosp�tal 
sources, Israel� sold�ers cont�nue to carry out 
attacks �n var�ous reg�ons of the Gaza Str�p.
In a bomb attack carr�ed out by the Israel� army 
on the Tuffah ne�ghborhood �n the east of Gaza 
C�ty �n the northern Gaza Str�p, five Palest�n�ans 
lost the�r l�ves. e �njured were taken to the Ahl� 
Bapt�st Hosp�tal.
e Zaw�ya market �n the central part of Gaza 
C�ty was also targeted by an Israel� drone. One 
Palest�n�an was k�lled and 15 were �njured �n the 
attack.

e Israel� army also struck a house �n the 
Ze�toun ne�ghborhood �n the southeast of Gaza 
C�ty. In the attack, two ch�ldren aged 2 and 3 lost 
the�r l�ves, and many others were �njured.
A tent shelter�ng forc�bly d�splaced Palest�n�ans 
near the Sam�r Junct�on �n central Gaza C�ty was 
h�t by an Israel� drone, �njur�ng many 
Palest�n�ans.
e Israel� army bombed tents of forc�bly 
d�splaced Palest�n�ans �n the Al-Mawas� area of 
Khan Yun�s �n the south of the Gaza Str�p. In the 
attack, five Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng two ch�ldren, 
were k�lled. In another attack �n the same area, s�x 
people were k�lled and 20 were �njured.
Accord�ng to eyew�tnesses, the Tuffah 
ne�ghborhood �n the east of Gaza C�ty and the 
town of Jabal�a and �ts surround�ngs w�tnessed a 
v�olent n�ght as Israel� forces bombed and shelled 
some bu�ld�ngs.

In an attack on the house of the Al-Ash� fam�ly �n 
the Sabra ne�ghborhood �n southern Gaza C�ty, 
four Palest�n�ans were k�lled. It was reported that 
there are st�ll �njured people trapped under the 
rubble.

In the Al-Aray�s area of the Shuja�yya 
ne�ghborhood, one Palest�n�an was k�lled �n a 
drone str�ke.
In an attack on Palest�n�ans wa�t�ng for 
human�tar�an a�d near Wad� Gaza, e�ght people 
were k�lled, and �n a s�m�lar attack �n the Al-
Shakoush area �n the northwest of Rafah, five 
people were k�lled and 25 were �njured.
Israel� army opens fire on people wa�t�ng for a�d 
�n Gaza, 5 k�lled
Accord�ng to health sources, Israel� sold�ers 
opened fire on Palest�n�ans wa�t�ng near a 
human�tar�an a�d d�str�but�on center �n the Al-
Shakoush area �n the northwest of Rafah.
Accord�ng to �n�t�al reports, five people were 
k�lled and 25 �njured �n the attack.

Accord�ng to Un�ted Nat�ons reports, over 550 
Palest�n�ans have been k�lled at d�str�but�on 
po�nts �n the Gaza Str�p, establ�shed last month 
and not recogn�zed as leg�t�mate by the 

�nternat�onal commun�ty and operated under the 
gu�dance of the U.S. and Israel.
ese s�tes have turned �nto "mass execut�on 
zones" for c�v�l�ans, wh�le Palest�n�ans are faced 
w�th both starvat�on and the hum�l�at�ng pol�c�es 
of forced d�splacement.

Israel has k�lled 580 Palest�n�ans at a�d 
d�str�but�on po�nts �n Gaza s�nce May 27
It was reported that 580 Palest�n�ans have been 
k�lled and 4,216 �njured s�nce May 27 �n attacks 
by the Israel� army on so-called human�tar�an a�d 
d�str�but�on centers �n the Gaza Str�p, operated 
under the "Gaza Human�tar�an A�d Foundat�on" 
backed by the U.S. and Israel.
In a wr�tten statement by the Med�a Off�ce of the 
government �n Gaza, �nformat�on was prov�ded 
regard�ng the number of Palest�n�ans k�lled by 
Israel� forces at a�d d�str�but�on centers 
establ�shed �n the south and central parts of Gaza 
between May 27 and June 29.
e statement noted that the death toll from 
Israel� army attacks on these a�d d�str�but�on 
centers—referred to by the publ�c as "death 
traps"—has so far r�sen to 580, w�th 4,216 �njured 
and 39 people st�ll m�ss�ng.

"Death Traps”
S�nce May 27, Israel has act�vated the so-called 
"Gaza Human�tar�an A�d Foundat�on," gu�ded by 
the U.S. and Israel, to carry out alleged a�d 
d�str�but�ons outs�de the superv�s�on of the 
Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) and �nternat�onal 
human�tar�an organ�zat�ons.

However, th�s ent�ty �s not recogn�zed by the UN 
and �s rejected by Palest�n�an groups. Hamas 
descr�bes th�s system as "death traps."
S�nce March 2, Israel has kept all land border 
cross�ngs �nto the Gaza Str�p closed. Wh�le 
hundreds of trucks carry�ng a�d are be�ng 
prevented from enter�ng Gaza, only a l�m�ted 
number of veh�cles are allowed to pass through 
the Kerem Abu Sal�m cross�ng.
However, Gaza needs at least 500 a�d trucks per 
day.
As the Israel� army cont�nues �ts attacks on Gaza 
s�nce October 7, 2023, a major human�tar�an 
catastrophe �s unfold�ng due to heavy 
bombardment, starvat�on, forced d�splacement, 
and the destruct�on of �nfrastructure.

Desp�te calls for a ceasefire from the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty and the Internat�onal Court of 
Just�ce, Israel cont�nues �ts attacks, wh�ch have 
reached the level of genoc�de.

Israel� settlers se�ze Palest�n�an land, attack 
Palest�n�ans �n the West Bank, and confiscate 
l�vestock
Israel� settlers who have se�zed Palest�n�an land 
attacked a Bedou�n commun�ty �n the eastern 
occup�ed West Bank and se�zed a herd of cattle 
belong�ng to a Palest�n�an �n Northern Jordan 
Valley.
Accord�ng to a wr�tten statement from the 
Organ�zat�on for the Defense of Bedou�n R�ghts 
(BEYDER), �nformat�on was shared regard�ng the 
settlers' attacks.
Accord�ng to the statement, a group of Israel�s, 
under the protect�on of the Israel� army, ra�ded 
the Arab al-Mal�hat Bedou�n commun�ty located 
north of Jer�cho �n the eastern West Bank.
e statement noted that th�s attack �s "part of a 
del�berate plan for the forced evacuat�on of local 
res�dents through repeated ra�ds and da�ly 
restr�ct�ons a�med at expand�ng Jew�sh 
settlements."
On the other hand, accord�ng to the Palest�n�an 
off�c�al news agency WAFA, Israel� settlers se�zed 
a herd of cattle belong�ng to a Palest�n�an wh�le 
they were graz�ng �n the Hımma area �n the 
Northern Jordan Valley of the northern West 
Bank.

In a statement from the Palest�ne Red Crescent, �t 
was reported that the�r teams �n Hebron 
�ntervened to treat four people who were 
assaulted by Israel� settlers.

Usama Muham�ra, an act�v�st from the 
Comm�ttee Aga�nst the Aparthe�d Wall (Wall of 
Shame) and Jew�sh Settlements, told Anadolu 
Agency (AA):
“Israel� settlers wear�ng m�l�tary un�forms 
attacked Palest�n�ans �n the v�llage of Kh�rbet 
Ummu Kha�r �n Masafir Yatta.”
Muham�ra stated that four Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng 
a woman, were �njured �n the attack and that Red 
Crescent personnel treated them on the spot.
Accord�ng to a statement by the Wall and 
Settlement Res�stance Comm�ss�on aff�l�ated w�th 
the Palest�n�an Author�ty, ongo�ng attacks by 
Israel� settlers forced 30 Palest�n�an Bedou�n 
commun�t�es, cons�st�ng of 323 fam�l�es, to leave 
the�r homes and m�grate elsewhere between 
October 7, 2023, and the end of May 2025.
In the occup�ed West Bank alone, Israel� settlers 
carr�ed out 415 attacks dur�ng the month of May.
Palest�n�an call to the �nternat�onal commun�ty: 
“Stop Israel’s attacks �n the West Bank”
e Palest�n�an Author�ty has called on the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty to take deterrent 
measures to stop the cr�mes comm�tted by Israel� 
settlers who have �ntens�fied the�r attacks �n the 
occup�ed West Bank.

In a wr�tten statement, the Palest�n�an M�n�stry of 
Fore�gn Affa�rs emphas�zed that the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty must assume �ts respons�b�l�ty on the 
bas�s of �nternat�onal law and leg�t�macy to stop 
fanat�cal Israel� attacks on c�v�l�ans and to 
�mplement relevant Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) 
resolut�ons.
e statement noted that the recent mass attacks 
on Palest�n�an v�llages and towns "po�nt to a clear 
d�v�s�on of roles between armed and organ�zed 
Jew�sh m�l�t�as and the occupy�ng Israel� army," 
and called on the �nternat�onal commun�ty to 
take effect�ve act�on to stop "settler gangs' attacks 
on Palest�n�ans, the�r lands, propert�es, and 
sacred s�tes.”

Palest�ne: Israel� Attacks Destroy 74% of Gaza’s 
Telecommun�cat�ons Network
It has been reported that Israel� attacks on Gaza 
have destroyed 74% of the telecommun�cat�ons 
network.
Accord�ng to a wr�tten statement from the 
Palest�n�an M�n�stry of Telecommun�cat�ons, 
Deputy M�n�ster Huda al-Wah�d� spoke at the 
Internat�onal Telecommun�cat�on Un�on (ITU) 
Board of Governors meet�ng held �n Geneva 
under the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN).
Wah�d� stated that 580 cell towers and fiber 
networks have been destroyed �n Israel� attacks �n 
Gaza, result�ng �n 74% damage to the 
telecommun�cat�ons �nfrastructure.
She est�mated the current mater�al damage at 
$164 m�ll�on and expected damage over the next 
five years to reach $736 m�ll�on.
Wah�d� noted the ongo�ng deter�orat�on of Gaza’s 
d�g�tal �nfrastructure and called for the 
�mplementat�on of the UN’s 2024 resolut�on that 
foresees the reconstruct�on of the Palest�n�an 
telecommun�cat�ons sector.
Regard�ng the s�tuat�on �n the West Bank, Wah�d� 
sa�d that damage caused by Israel� m�l�tary ra�ds 
and attacks on the sector �s est�mated at $215 
m�ll�on.
Israel’s cont�nuous attacks on the Gaza Str�p not 
only target c�v�l�ans but are also del�berately 
a�med at destroy�ng the reg�on’s commun�cat�on 
�nfrastructure.
Most recently, on June 21, �t was announced that 
commun�cat�on and �nternet serv�ces were cut off 
aga�n �n northern Gaza due to Israel� attacks.
No Dec�s�on from Israel� Cab�net Meet�ng on 
Gaza Agenda

Accord�ng to a report by e T�mes of Israel, a 
cab�net meet�ng led by Pr�me M�n�ster Benjam�n 
Netanyahu took place concern�ng the ongo�ng 
attacks on Gaza s�nce October 7, 2023, and the 
pr�soner exchange agreement.
e report added that the Israel� cab�net �s 
scheduled to meet aga�n tomorrow w�th the same 
agenda.

Israel� Med�a: U.S. Prepar�ng to Pressure Tel 
Av�v for Ceasefire �n Gaza
Accord�ng to Israel� med�a reports, dur�ng h�s 
v�s�t to Wash�ngton, Israel� M�n�ster Dermer �s 
expected to d�scuss end�ng the Gaza attacks, 
normal�zat�on steps Israel s�gned w�th Arab 
countr�es, and reg�onal �ssues such as expand�ng 
the Abraham Accords.
Haaretz newspaper, c�t�ng sen�or Wh�te House 
off�c�als, reported that sen�or figures from former 
Pres�dent Donald Trump’s team w�ll pressure 
Dermer to push for an end to attacks on Gaza 
and a pr�soner return agreement.

U.S. off�c�als are sa�d to tell Dermer that Israel’s 
�ns�stence on “el�m�nat�ng Hamas” w�ll be 
postponed for the future.Yed�oth Ahronoth noted 
that Netanyahu’s recent emphas�s on pr�or�t�z�ng 
the Israel� capt�ves �n Gaza, �nstead of the 
repeated “destroy Hamas” and “absolute v�ctory” 
rhetor�c, �nd�cates a poss�ble ceasefire deal �n 
Gaza.

Channel 12, c�t�ng Israel� sources, wrote that the 
army has asked the government to dec�de on the 
next step �n the war.e report cla�med the two 
opt�ons were e�ther to complete control over Gaza 
or to make a pr�soner exchange agreement, w�th 
the army preferr�ng the latter.

Dermer’s tr�p �s sa�d to have been planned as 
preparat�on for Netanyahu’s expected v�s�t to 
Wash�ngton �n the next two weeks, w�th the U.S. 
want�ng an agreement before that v�s�t.
Channel 13 also stated that the army �nformed 
the government there are no s�gn�ficant targets 
le �n Gaza that can be reached w�thout r�sk�ng 
the l�ves of the rema�n�ng hostages, aer about 19 
months of ground attacks.
Former U.S. Pres�dent Donald Trump, who ended 
the Israel-Iran con��ct w�th a un�lateral ceasefire 
on June 24 aer 12 days, posted “Make a deal �n 
Gaza, br�ng back the capt�ves,” wh�ch was 
�nterpreted as a message to Israel� Pr�me M�n�ster 
Netanyahu.

In the Occup�ed West Bank, Israel� Settlers 
Attack Israel� Sold�ers
Accord�ng to a statement from the Israel� army, a 
group of Israel� settlers attacked sold�ers w�th 
pepper spray, threw stones, and damaged m�l�tary 
veh�cles.
e statement sa�d that dur�ng the d�spersal of 
the crowd w�th sound bombs, one of the settlers 
was �njured.

Israel� Sold�er’s Defense: “I ought ey Were 
Palest�n�ans”
e statement also noted that an Israel� sold�er �n 
the occup�ed West Bank fired three shots �nto the 
a�r because he m�stook �nd�v�duals throw�ng 
stones at a m�l�tary veh�cle for Palest�n�ans.
It was h�ghl�ghted that a ch�ld m�ght have been 
�njured dur�ng th�s �nc�dent and that an 
�nvest�gat�on has been launched regard�ng the 
source of the bullet.
Haaretz reported that the events started when a 
14-year-old Israel� was �njured by sold�ers aer 
allegedly throw�ng stones.
It was also determ�ned that the ch�ld was not 
�njured by rubber bullets but by l�ve ammun�t�on 
dur�ng hosp�tal exam�nat�ons.

�rteen Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng ch�ldren and forc�bly 
d�splaced persons, were k�lled and many others �njured �n 
attacks carr�ed out by the Israel� army on the Gaza Str�p �n 
the early hours of the morn�ng.
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Turk�stan: A C�ty Where Sp�r�tual 
Her�tage Meets Modern Tour�sm

Recogn�zed as one of the sp�r�tual cap�tals of the Turk�c 
world, the c�ty of Turk�stan �n Kazakhstan �s becom�ng 
one of Central As�a’s most popular tour�sm dest�nat�ons.

W�th major projects 
such as a�rports, 
caravansera�s, and 

hotels undertaken by Turk�sh 
construct�on compan�es, the c�ty 
stands out �n the fields of 
rel�g�ous, cultural, and 
gastronom�c tour�sm.
Deputy Governor of Turk�stan, 
Zulfikar Joldasov, emphas�zed 
that Turk�sh and Kazakh 
soc�et�es are one nat�on, 
express�ng the�r sol�dar�ty w�th 
the brotherly Turk�c states �n 
every field.
Joldasov noted that Turk�stan 
holds h�gh tour�sm potent�al, 
and recalled that the Republ�c of 
Turkey was one of the first 
countr�es to recogn�ze 
Kazakhstan and that steps were 
taken �n 1993 to establ�sh a jo�nt 
un�vers�ty.
Stat�ng that th�s reg�on �s not 
fore�gn to the Turk�sh people, 
Joldasov sa�d, “We know that 
Turkey �s h�ghly developed �n 
tour�sm. A large port�on of 
people l�v�ng �n Kazakhstan 
have v�s�ted Turkey at least once 
�n the�r l�ves. We also observe a 
grow�ng �nterest from our 
Turk�sh brothers �n th�s place 
w�th each pass�ng day. We hope 
that everyone l�v�ng �n Turkey 
w�ll one day see the c�ty of 
Khoja Ahmed Yasaw�.”

Express�ng sat�sfact�on w�th 
Turk�sh compan�es' �nterest �n 
�nvest�ng �n the reg�on, Joldasov 
added:
“Our a�rport and the large 
caravansera�, wh�ch �s a brand 
symbol of our c�ty, were bu�lt by 
Turk�sh compan�es. e 
Internat�onal Turk�c-Kazakh 
Un�vers�ty also holds a 
d�st�ngu�shed pos�t�on �n our 

reg�on. We have d�rect ��ghts 
from our a�rport to Istanbul 
tw�ce a week. W�th �ts 2,000-
year h�story, the h�stor�c c�ty of 
Turk�stan �s a cradle of scholars. 
ousands of Khoja Ahmed 
Yasaw�’s students reached as far 
as Turkey, Saud� Arab�a, and 
European countr�es, spread�ng 
our rel�g�on and serv�ng our 
c�v�l�zat�on.

We are pleased when people 
v�s�t th�s sp�r�tual atmosphere. 
In recent months, the 
Assoc�at�on of Turk�sh Travel 
Agenc�es (TÜRSAB) hosted us 
�n Istanbul. Today, we are 
host�ng them here �n Turk�stan. 
We are prov�d�ng all poss�ble 
support to Turk�sh travel 
agenc�es and tour�sm 
entrepreneurs. Interest from 
travel agenc�es �s grow�ng day by 
day. We cont�nue to strengthen 
our mutual feel�ngs of sol�dar�ty 
and cooperat�on.”

“We Also Observe a 
S�gn�ficant Flow from 
Reg�onal Countr�es”
Nurdaulet Medeuov, Tour�sm 
D�rector of the Turk�stan 
Governorate, also stated that 
there �s �nternat�onal �nterest �n 
Turk�stan and that 
approx�mately 600,000 tour�sts 
v�s�ted the c�ty �n 2024.
Medeuov noted that the ma�n 
reason beh�nd Turk�sh tour�sts’ 
�nterest �n the c�ty l�es �n shared 
culture and fa�th, and 
cont�nued:
“We are also observ�ng a 
s�gn�ficant �ow from reg�onal 
countr�es. As of May 2025, 
d�rect ��ghts to our c�ty have 
started from Abu Dhab�, 
Kuwa�t, and Samarkand, �n 
add�t�on to Istanbul. I bel�eve 
the number of �nternat�onal 
dest�nat�ons w�ll �ncrease w�th 
each pass�ng month. Unt�l 2019, 
there were 22 hotels �n 
Turk�stan. In five years, we have 
�ncreased th�s number to 68. 
e large caravansera� bu�lt by 
Turk�sh compan�es �ncludes an 
8D c�nema and trad�t�onal 
n�ghtt�me water shows, wh�ch 
attract great �nterest from 
v�s�tors.”
SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

Const�tut�onal Court of 
Kosovo Orders MPs to 
Elect Assembly Speaker 
W�th�n 30 Days

e Const�tut�onal Court of Kosovo has 
announced that the Assembly sess�on, 
wh�ch began on Apr�l 15 and �s st�ll 
ongo�ng, has not been conducted �n 
accordance w�th the Const�tut�on and 
that Members of Parl�ament must elect 
the Speaker and Deputy Speakers of the 
Assembly w�th�n 30 days.

he Const�tut�onal Court of Kosovo announced last n�ght �ts Tdec�s�on regard�ng the appeal filed by 11 Members of 
Parl�ament.

In �ts dec�s�on, the Court concluded that the sess�on that began on 
Apr�l 15 and �s st�ll ongo�ng has not been conducted �n a manner 
cons�stent w�th the Const�tut�on.
e dec�s�on stated: “Elected Members of Parl�ament are obl�gated to 
fulfill the�r const�tut�onal duty to const�tute the Assembly of the 
Republ�c of Kosovo through the elect�on of the Speaker and Deputy 
Speakers, no later than 30 days from the date th�s dec�s�on enters �nto 
force.”
On the other hand, uncerta�nty rema�ns regard�ng what w�ll happen �f 
MPs do not comply w�th the Court's rul�ng.

Kosovo Unable to Elect Assembly Speaker
e plenary sess�on of the Kosovo Assembly, wh�ch began on Apr�l 15, 
cont�nues every two days due to the fa�lure to elect a Speaker. Today, 
MPs w�ll meet for the 38th t�me to attempt to elect the Speaker and 
Deputy Speakers.
e Vetëvendosje (Self-Determ�nat�on Movement), led by Pr�me 
M�n�ster Alb�n Kurt� and w�nner of the general elect�ons, has 
nom�nated Albulena Haxh�u for the pos�t�on of Assembly Speaker. 
However, Haxh�u lacks the support of other pol�t�cal part�es to be 
elected.

Although other part�es have �nd�cated they may cons�der offer�ng 
support �f Vetëvendosje changes �ts nom�nee, the party �ns�sts on 
keep�ng Haxh�u as �ts cand�date.
Vetëvendosje recently announced that �f Haxh�u fa�ls to be elected, they 
would support hold�ng an early general elect�on alongs�de the local 
elect�ons scheduled for October 12.

General Elect�on Results
Accord�ng to the off�c�al results of the February 9 elect�on, of the 100 
seats �n the 120-member Assembly, Vetëvendosje won 48, the 
Democrat�c Party of Kosovo (PDK) 24, the Democrat�c League of 
Kosovo (LDK) 20, and AAK/NISMA 8. e 20 seats reserved for non-
major�ty commun�t�es were d�str�buted as follows: Serb�an L�st 9, 
Turk�sh Democrat�c Party of Kosovo (KDTP) 2, IRDK 1, NDS 1, SPO 
1, VAKAT 1, PLE 1, SDU 1, PAI 1, JGP 1, and PREBK 1.
In Kosovo, the process of form�ng a new government can beg�n only 
aer the elect�on of the Speaker and Deputy Speakers. To elect the 
Speaker and secure a vote of confidence for the new government, 
support from 61 members �n the 120-seat Assembly �s requ�red.
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Pres�dent of Azerba�jan Al�yev: 
Long l�ve the un�ty and 
brotherhood of Turkey and 
Azerba�jan

Pres�dent of 
Azerba�jan Ilham 
Al�yev sa�d, "Know 
that you have 10 
m�ll�on brothers �n 
Azerba�jan. And 
Azerba�jan�s know 
that we have more 
than 80 m�ll�on 
Turk�sh brothers. 
Long l�ve the un�ty and 
brotherhood of Turkey 
and Azerba�jan.”

Pres�dent of Azerba�jan Ilham 
Al�yev stated that Turkey bu�lt 
tens of thousands of new homes 

�n the earthquake zone �n a short t�me, 
say�ng, "�s shows Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan’s devot�on, love, and strong w�ll 
for h�s people. �s �s the man�festat�on 
of a strong Turkey. Only a strong state 
can carry out such large-scale 
reconstruct�on and construct�on work 
�n such a short per�od.”

Al�yev spoke at the Key Handover and 
Draw�ng Ceremony of the 250,000th 
D�saster Hous�ng Un�t �n the Azerba�jan 
Ne�ghborhood �n Kahramanmaraş.
Express�ng condolences for those who 
lost the�r l�ves �n the earthquakes of 
February 6, 2023, Al�yev sa�d that the 
Azerba�jan� people regarded th�s 
tragedy as the�r own.

He noted that tens of thousands of 
Azerba�jan�s fulfilled the�r brotherhood 
duty by help�ng the earthquake v�ct�ms.
Recall�ng that rescue operat�ons and 
then reconstruct�on efforts began 
�mmed�ately under the leadersh�p of 
Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan, Al�yev 
sa�d, "Tens of thousands of new homes 
were prov�ded �n a short t�me. �s 
demonstrates Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan's 
devot�on, love, and strong w�ll for h�s 
people. �s �s the man�festat�on of a 
strong Turkey. Only a strong state can 
carry out such large-scale 
reconstruct�on and construct�on work 
�n such a short t�me."
Al�yev rem�nded that they sent teams 
cons�st�ng of more than 1,000 personnel 
to the earthquake zone, add�ng that 
Azerba�jan� search and rescue teams 
rescued 53 people from the rubble, and 
3,000 people were treated �n the field 
hosp�tal establ�shed by Azerba�jan.

"e Turk�sh people's sol�dar�ty 
w�th us gave us strength"
Al�yev emphas�zed that Azerba�jan has 
always stood by Turkey, and Turkey has 

always stood by Azerba�jan, and sa�d 
that be�ng �n Kahramanmaraş today 
together w�th Pres�dent Erdoğan �s a 
re�ect�on of the fr�endsh�p and un�ty 
between the two countr�es.
He po�nted out that dur�ng the 
Karabakh War, they stood shoulder to 
shoulder w�th Pres�dent Erdoğan, 
stat�ng, "e pol�t�cal and moral support 
Erdoğan gave us from the very first 
hours of the war, the sol�dar�ty of the 
Turk�sh people w�th us, gave us 
strength. We restored h�stor�cal just�ce. 
Today, the Azerba�jan� people l�ve 
comfortably and safely on the�r 
ancestral lands."
Al�yev also noted that the establ�shment 
of the Azerba�jan Ne�ghborhood was a 
very pos�t�ve development, say�ng, "We 
are always by each other’s s�de �n both 
good t�mes and bad. We strengthen 
each other. Today, the un�ty and 
brotherhood of Turkey and Azerba�jan 

are not only �mportant �n our reg�on but 
are a s�gn�ficant factor globally. It �s a 
symbol of secur�ty, cooperat�on, 
development, and brotherhood.”

Al�yev emphas�zed that the declarat�on 
s�gned w�th Pres�dent Erdoğan �n 
Shusha four years ago brought Turkey-
Azerba�jan relat�ons to the h�ghest level, 
say�ng, "e Shusha Declarat�on 
off�c�ally elevated our relat�ons to the 
level of all�ance. We are fr�ends, 
brothers, and all�es. In the pol�t�cal, 
econom�c, energy, transportat�on, and 
m�l�tary fields, the two brotherly 
countr�es, Turkey and Azerba�jan, are 
advanc�ng w�th fa�th and success."

"You have 10 m�ll�on brothers �n 
Azerba�jan”
Express�ng h�s pleasure at v�s�t�ng 
Kahramanmaraş for the first t�me, 
Al�yev cont�nued:
"e people of Kahramanmaraş showed 
res�l�ence dur�ng the earthquake. ey 
knew that beh�nd them stood a strong 
leader, Erdoğan, and a strong Turkey. 
�s shows the loyalty of the people of 
Kahramanmaraş to the�r state and the�r 
leader. I extend the respect and love of 
the Azerba�jan� people to all those l�v�ng 
�n the earthquake zone. Know that you 
have 10 m�ll�on brothers �n Azerba�jan. 
And Azerba�jan�s know that we have 
more than 80 m�ll�on Turk�sh brothers. 
Long l�ve the un�ty and brotherhood of 
Turkey and Azerba�jan."
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e 65th General Assembly of 
PABSEC Held �n Azerba�jan

The sess�on, cha�red by Speaker of the 
M�ll� Majl�s of Azerba�jan Sah�ba 
Gafarova, was attended by 

Cha�rperson of the Nat�onal Assembly of 
Bulgar�a Natal�ya K�selova, Speaker of the 
Assembly of North Macedon�a Afr�m Gash�, 
PABSEC Secretary General Asaf Haj�yev, Head 
of the Turk�sh PABSEC Group Fat�h Dönmez, 
and representat�ves from member countr�es.

Speak�ng at the General Assembly, Head of the 
Turk�sh PABSEC Group Dönmez emphas�zed 
that success �n the fields of transportat�on and 
log�st�cs �s not only poss�ble through nat�onal 
�nfrastructure �nvestmets, but also through 
cross-border cooperat�on and adm�n�strat�ve 
coord�nat�on.

Stat�ng that Turkey supports reg�onal projects 
�n th�s field, Dönmez sa�d, "Projects such as the 
M�ddle Corr�dor, Zangezur, and the Baku-
Tb�l�s�-Kars l�ne are mult�-d�mens�onal 
development �n�t�at�ves that not only have 
econom�c but also strateg�c and pol�t�cal 
�mpl�cat�ons."

Dönmez noted that aer Azerba�jan ensured �ts 
terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty follow�ng the Second 
Karabakh War, a h�stor�c opportun�ty emerged 
for susta�nable peace �n the reg�on, add�ng, "A 
peace agreement to be s�gned between 
Azerba�jan and Armen�a w�ll create pos�t�ve 
effects not only �n the South Caucasus but also 
throughout the Black Sea bas�n. As Turkey, we 
cont�nue to support th�s process."

Touch�ng upon Israel’s attacks on Gaza, 
Dönmez sa�d, “We strongly condemn Israel’s 
a�rstr�kes aga�nst Iran, wh�ch come on top of 
the genoc�de that has been ongo�ng �n Gaza for 
20 months. ese attacks, wh�ch clearly v�olate 
�nternat�onal law, are part of Israel’s strateg�c 
destab�l�zat�on pol�cy. Ten PABSEC member 
countr�es have recogn�zed Palest�ne. We �nv�te 
the other member countr�es to recogn�ze 
Palest�ne as well.”

Dönmez also stated that Turkey cont�nues �ts 
med�at�on efforts to end the Ukra�ne-Russ�a 
war, express�ng the�r hope that the meet�ngs 
held �n Istanbul on May 16 and June 2 would 
contr�bute to peace.

"One of the underly�ng reasons for these 
wars �s access to energy resources”
Speak�ng to members of the press, Dönmez 
sa�d that the con��ct between Israel and Iran, 
wh�ch has escalated to the level of war, has 
d�srupted the peace of the reg�on.
Dönmez sa�d, “It �s not poss�ble for us to accept 
Israel’s act�ons a�med at destab�l�z�ng the 
reg�on. Of course, we do not des�re nuclear 
power �n our reg�on. If Israel possesses �t, we 
are aga�nst Israel; �f Iran possesses �t, we are 
aga�nst Iran. But act�ons taken based on 
unfounded reasons that may lead to reg�onal 
destab�l�zat�on benefit no one. e Israel� 
government clearly revealed �ts �ntent�ons w�th 
the massacre �t carr�ed out �n Gaza. We hope 
common sense w�ll preva�l, and we w�ll emerge 
from th�s war env�ronment as soon as poss�ble. 
We should be talk�ng about peace, not war. 
One of the underly�ng reasons for these wars �s 
access to energy resources. Let us use energy 
not for war, but for peace.”

PABSEC Cha�rmansh�p Transferred to Bulgar�a
At the end of the meet�ng, the PABSEC 
Cha�rmansh�p was handed over from 
Azerba�jan to Bulgar�a. Speaker Gafarova 
transferred the pos�t�on to Cha�rperson of the 
Bulgar�an Nat�onal Assembly K�selova.

e 65th General Assembly of the Parl�amentary 
Assembly of the Black Sea Econom�c Cooperat�on 
(PABSEC) was held �n the cap�tal Baku, hosted by the 
M�ll� Majl�s of Azerba�jan.
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Uzbek-Turk�sh Bus�ness 
Forum Held �n Tashkent, 
the Cap�tal of Uzbek�stan

Organ�zed by TİM w�th 
the support of the 
Uzbek�stan Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, the 
forum brought together more than 
30 TİM-member compan�es, 
numerous Uzbek bus�nesspeople, 
and sen�or off�c�als.
Speak�ng at the forum's open�ng 
sess�on, B�rol Celep, a board 
member of TİM, stated that TİM 
represents more than 150,000 
exporters and encompasses 61 
exporter assoc�at�ons operat�ng �n 
27 sectors.

Celep emphas�zed that through 
trade delegat�ons, fa�rs, buyer 
m�ss�ons, and var�ous projects, 
TİM promotes Türk�ye’s 
product�on strength and product 
d�vers�ty on a global scale.
He h�ghl�ghted that h�stor�cally, 
th�s reg�on has played a v�tal role 
�n trade, l�nk�ng East and West 
through c�t�es on the S�lk Road 
route. Celep noted that Tashkent, 
one of those c�t�es, cont�nues today 
to serve as a reg�onal log�st�cs 
hub—just as �t d�d �n the past. In 
th�s context, he stressed the great 
�mportance of strengthen�ng 
relat�ons w�th Uzbek�stan for TİM.

“We a�m to further strengthen 
our commerc�al presence �n a 
dynam�c market l�ke Uzbek�stan”
Celep stated that t�es between 
Türk�ye and Uzbek�stan are 
grow�ng stronger �n every field, 
and that the forum would 
contr�bute s�gn�ficantly to further 
enhanc�ng b�lateral trade relat�ons.
Po�nt�ng out that Uzbek�stan �s 
one of Türk�ye’s key trade partners, 
Celep noted that Türk�ye exported 
$2.2 b�ll�on worth of goods to 
Uzbek�stan last year, and $457 
m�ll�on �n the first quarter of th�s 
year.

He emphas�zed that Türk�ye �s 
Uzbek�stan’s fourth-largest export 
dest�nat�on and fih-largest 
�mport source. He added that the 
two countr�es a�m to �ncrease 
b�lateral trade volume to $5 b�ll�on 
�n the short term and to $10 
b�ll�on �n the long term.

Celep cont�nued:
“We must take more determ�ned 
and strateg�c steps to reach th�s 
goal. Increas�ng cooperat�on �n 
sectors such as defense, energy, 
chem�cals, automot�ve, text�les, 
ready-to-wear, agr�culture, and 
�nfrastructure �s among our top 
pr�or�t�es. As the export 
commun�ty, we a�m to further 
strengthen our commerc�al 
presence �n dynam�c markets l�ke 
Uzbek�stan.”

He also noted that there �s �ntense 
compet�t�on �n every sector today, 
but Türk�ye has proven �tself w�th 
�ts qual�ty and product�on 
�nfrastructure:
“Türk�ye �s a country that has 
d�st�ngu�shed �tself and proven 
�ts capab�l�t�es �n �ts fields. W�th 
our rel�able suppl�er �dent�ty, we 
cont�nue to offer goods and 
serv�ces to buyers worldw�de.”
As part of the Uzbek-Turk�sh 
Bus�ness Forum, Uzbek and 
Turk�sh bus�nesspeople held 
b�lateral meet�ngs to d�scuss 
cooperat�on and bus�ness 
opportun�t�es. Several cooperat�on 
agreements were also s�gned 
between compan�es from both 
countr�es.

e Uzbek-Turk�sh Bus�ness Forum was held 
�n Tashkent, the cap�tal of Uzbek�stan, w�th 
the part�c�pat�on of members of the Turk�sh 
Exporters Assembly (TİM).
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Russ�an Deputy Pr�me M�n�ster Novak: 
Turkey Is Russ�a’s Fr�endly Partner

Novak answered journal�sts’ 
quest�ons aer the 19th 
Term of the Turk�sh 

Russ�an Intergovernmental Jo�nt 
Comm�ss�on (IGJC) for Trade and 
Econom�c Cooperat�on (KEK) 
meet�ng held �n the cap�tal, Moscow.
Emphas�z�ng that Turkey and Russ�a 
are fr�endly countr�es, Novak stated, 
“Desp�te all challenges and global 
turbulence, Turkey �s Russ�a’s fr�endly 
partner. Trade and trade volume 
between our countr�es are develop�ng 
and grow�ng, and the relat�ons are 
strengthen�ng.”
Not�ng that last year’s trade volume 
between the two countr�es 
approached 60 b�ll�on dollars, Novak 
sa�d, “�s represents a 6.7 percent 
�ncrease compared to the prev�ous 
year. We are cont�nuously mak�ng 
progress �n the development of trade 
and econom�c relat�ons.”
Novak noted that Pres�dent Recep 
Tayy�p Erdoğan and Russ�an 
Pres�dent Vlad�m�r Put�n had set a 
target to ra�se b�lateral trade volume 
to 100 b�ll�on dollars and sa�d they 
cont�nue work�ng �n that d�rect�on.
Steps Taken to Increase Trade
Novak stated that Russ�a and Turkey 
are work�ng through governments, 
m�n�str�es, and other relevant bod�es, 
say�ng, “F�rst, we are remov�ng 
adm�n�strat�ve barr�ers. At our 
meet�ng, I d�scussed th�s �n deta�l 
w�th my co cha�r, Trade M�n�ster 
Ömer Bolat.”
He h�ghl�ghted that cooperat�on 
between the two countr�es �s 
part�cularly prom�nent �n energy, 
�ndustry, transportat�on, agr�culture, 
soc�al affa�rs, and tour�sm: “rough 
var�ous �nst�tut�ons, we are 
�mplement�ng �nvestment projects 
that w�ll �ncrease employment, tax 
revenues, and trade volume, and w�ll 

strengthen our countr�es’ econom�es.”
Novak noted that a record number of 
Russ�an tour�sts v�s�ted Turkey last 
year, stat�ng that the v�s�tor count, 
wh�ch exceeded 6 m�ll�on �n 2024, �s 
expected to �ncrease further th�s year. 
He ment�oned jo�nt measures taken 
to make v�s�ts more comfortable, 
say�ng, “We are jo�ntly �mplement�ng 
measures to ensure secur�ty dur�ng 
v�s�ts and to enable Russ�an tour�sts 
�n Turkey to make payments for 
serv�ces.”
Novak emphas�zed that the two 
countr�es have s�gn�ficant �nteract�on 
�n educat�on, culture, and sports, 
stat�ng, “Our relat�ons are develop�ng 
across a broad spectrum. �s �s 
confirmed by the level of �nteract�on 
between our countr�es’ leaders, 
ongo�ng off�c�al contacts, and the 
governments’ mandates to enhance 
our trade and econom�c relat�ons.”
Strengthen�ng Cooperat�on �n 
Energy
Novak sa�d that Russ�a suppl�es 
s�gn�ficant amounts of o�l, petroleum 
products, and coal to Turkey: 
“Turkey also acts as a trans�t country 
for sh�pments to Southeast Europe. 
We have successfully �mplemented 
th�s cooperat�on.”
Po�nt�ng to the successful operat�on 
of the Blue Stream and TurkStream 
gas p�pel�nes, Novak sa�d, “We are 
currently runn�ng major jo�nt 
projects. TurkStream has two 
l�nes—one serv�ng the domest�c 
market and the other supply�ng 
Europe. ese projects are work�ng 
successfully. We look forward to 
ma�nta�n�ng long term cooperat�on 
�n natural gas supply and are ready to 
expand �t. We are mak�ng good 
progress �n th�s d�rect�on.”
Regard�ng Rosatom’s construct�on of 
the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant 

(NPP), Novak sa�d, “�s �s our 
�agsh�p project �n the energy sector. 
It �s also very �mportant for Turkey, 
as �t w�ll be the country’s first nuclear 
power plant. �s �s an opportun�ty 
to ga�n expert�se �n the field, tra�n 
personnel, and �mplement such a 
large scale, mult� b�ll�on dollar 
project.”
Novak noted that construct�on of the 
plant �s proceed�ng accord�ng to the 
des�gnated schedule, add�ng, “I 
bel�eve the first un�t of the plant w�ll 
be comm�ss�oned �n the near future, 
w�th�n a year. We are g�v�ng spec�al 
�mportance to the �mplementat�on of 
th�s project. It �s a key project �n the 
field of nuclear energy and �ts 
peaceful use.”
He emphas�zed that they are ready to 
cont�nue cooperat�on �n bu�ld�ng 
new fac�l�t�es to meet the needs of the 
Turk�sh energy sector, say�ng, “e 
econom�c feas�b�l�ty of construct�ng 
another nuclear power plant �s be�ng 
exam�ned. �s work �s be�ng carr�ed 
out �n accordance w�th the Turk�sh 
s�de’s �nterests to find mutually 
acceptable econom�c models. As 
Russ�a, we would be very pleased to 
part�c�pate �n the �mplementat�on of 
th�s project.”

Econom�c Impact of Global 
Turbulence
Novak stated that Russ�a supports 
peaceful resolut�on of var�ous 
con��cts, add�ng, “Today, as the 
world �s �ndeed go�ng through a 
turbulent per�od, we are fac�ng many 
challenges and uncerta�nt�es.”
He po�nted out that, �n add�t�on to 
m�l�tary con��cts, tar�ff and econom�c 
wars among major econom�es are 
occurr�ng, and sa�d: “We are see�ng 
volat�l�ty �n global commod�ty 
markets, �nclud�ng the o�l market. 
�s �s certa�nly a rather d�ff�cult 
s�tuat�on for the global economy. 
erefore, we bel�eve that resolv�ng 
tar�ff wars among countr�es, w�thout 
worsen�ng the general s�tuat�on 
regard�ng supply cha�ns, log�st�cs 
changes, and r�s�ng costs, �s essent�al. 
Because today relat�onsh�ps that were 
bu�lt are largely collaps�ng, and of 
course that �s not good for the global 
economy. Russ�a favors cooperat�on, 
the development of stab�l�ty, and the 
pursu�t of trade and econom�c 
relat�ons, and we are bu�ld�ng 
partnersh�ps w�th our fr�endly 
countr�es, �nclud�ng Turkey.”

Russ�an Deputy Pr�me M�n�ster Aleksandr Novak 
assessed the relat�onsh�p between Turkey and Russ�a. 
Novak noted that the trade relat�onsh�p between the two 
countr�es �s �ncreas�ng year by year.

Trump: Sanct�ons 
on Iran could be 
l�ed �f �t behaves 
peacefully.

U.S. Pres�dent Donald Trump 
sa�d he could l� sanct�ons on 
Iran �f the country “acts 
peacefully and causes no harm.”

peak�ng to Fox News about current developments, STrump stated that both s�des had become very 
exhausted by the con��ct that began w�th Israel’s 

attacks on Iran. He also sa�d U.S. a�rstr�kes on Iran were 
successful, and rejected cla�ms that Iran had transferred 
enr�ched uran�um elsewhere before the str�kes.
Trump sa�d, “ey d�dn’t move anyth�ng elsewhere 
except for what they needed to surv�ve. ey d�dn’t even 
th�nk what we d�d was poss�ble.”
Rem�nd�ng that sanct�ons on Iran are st�ll �n place, 
Trump responded to a statement suggest�ng Ch�na 
could buy o�l from Iran aer the ceasefire: “No, I d�dn’t 
say that. Sanct�ons are st�ll �n effect. But �f they do what 
they’re supposed to, �f they are peaceful and cooperate 
w�th us, �f they’re not go�ng to do any more harm, then I 
would l� the sanct�ons.”
When asked whether there were any countr�es �nterested 
�n jo�n�ng the Abraham Accords follow�ng the Iran-
Israel ceasefire, Trump repl�ed: “Yes, there are some 
really great countr�es there now, and I th�nk we’ll start 
br�ng�ng them �n because Iran was the real problem.”
Trump also sa�d he bel�eved Iran would eventually jo�n 
the Abraham Accords at one po�nt, but added that he 
currently doesn’t know whether Syr�a wants to jo�n.

Trump Aga�n Cr�t�c�zes Mamdan�
Trump also responded to quest�ons about Zohran 
Mamdan�, who won the Democrat�c Party’s mayoral 
pr�mary �n New York th�s week, say�ng: “He’s a 
commun�st. I th�nk he’s terr�ble for New York.”
Repeat�ng that he was very surpr�sed by Mamdan�’s 
pr�mary w�n, Trump sa�d: “Whoever becomes mayor of 
New York needs to keep th�ngs under control, or the 
federal government �s go�ng to be very tough on them 
financ�ally.”

In the Democrat�c Party’s mayoral pr�mary held on June 
24 �n New York, Zohran Mamdan�, a member of the 
New York State Assembly, unoff�c�ally emerged as the 
lead�ng cand�date for the general elect�on scheduled for 
November 4.
Mamdan�, a 33-year-old Musl�m cand�date of Ind�an 
descent born �n Uganda, known for h�s democrat�c 
soc�al�st �dent�ty, shocked trad�t�onal Democrat�c Party 
supporters by defeat�ng 67-year-old former New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, who was cons�dered h�s 
strongest r�val.
React�ng to Mamdan�’s v�ctory �n the pr�mar�es on h�s 
soc�al med�a platform Truth Soc�al, Pres�dent Donald 
Trump wrote: “e Democrats have gone too far. 
Mamdan�, a 100% commun�st lunat�c, has won.”
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Speak�ng at the open�ng 
ceremony, Ibn Haldun Un�vers�ty 
(IHU) Board of Trustees V�ce 

Cha�rman Necmedd�n B�lal Erdoğan 
stated that the world �s go�ng through a 
complex, uncerta�n, and turbulent 
per�od.

Erdoğan emphas�zed that dur�ng t�mes 
of uncerta�nty, �t �s �mportant to g�ve 
people hope for the future, wh�ch �s 
why they place great �mportance on the 
Turk�c World Stud�es Center.
He noted that wh�le �n the past �t was 
more poss�ble to bu�ld a career through 
d�plomas, today, hav�ng expert�se and a 
certa�n level of competence �n a spec�fic 
field has become much more cr�t�cal. 
He added that research centers are 
becom�ng �ncreas�ngly s�gn�ficant 
w�th�n the structure of un�vers�t�es.

Erdoğan po�nted out that the �ssues 
fac�ng soc�ety—whether �n the soc�al 
sc�ences, natural sc�ences, med�c�ne, or 
eng�neer�ng—can only be solved 
through the collaborat�on of mult�ple 
areas of expert�se. He gave the example 
of how b�olog�sts, chem�sts, phys�c�sts, 
and eng�neers play cruc�al roles �n 
many med�cal stud�es.

He further noted that even �n fields l�ke 
�nternat�onal relat�ons and pol�t�cal 
sc�ence, expert�se �n just one area �s no 
longer suff�c�ent for fieldwork or �ssue 
analys�s. “erefore,” he sa�d, “we also 
hope that our �ncreas�ngly strong 
center w�ll �nclude econom�sts, 
eng�neers spec�al�z�ng �n energy, and 
env�ronmental eng�neers alongs�de 
�nternat�onal relat�ons and pol�t�cal 
sc�ence experts.”

Erdoğan h�ghl�ghted that the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States’ 2040 
V�s�on �ncludes many top�cs that 
concern the ent�re Turk�c World. 
“ese top�cs are not l�m�ted to 
�nternat�onal relat�ons or energy 
secur�ty,” he sa�d. “Issues such as 
transportat�on, economy, soc�ology, 
and top�cs that concern publ�c op�n�on 
and soc�ety as a whole are all part of 
th�s v�s�on. As a un�vers�ty, we want to 
prov�de strong support for work �n th�s 
area. e master’s program we plan to 
conduct �n four countr�es �s actually a 
re�ect�on of th�s v�s�on.”

Erdoğan stressed that �n add�t�on to 
Turkey, a Turk�c World master's 
program w�ll also be launched �n 
Azerba�jan, Kazakhstan, and 
Uzbek�stan. “In th�s way, we need to 
ra�se �ntellectuals who are fam�l�ar w�th 
the ent�re Turk�c World. Of course, the 
Turk�c World �s also a ‘Kızıl Elma’ [Red 
Apple – a common cultural �deal]. But 
reach�ng th�s goal depends on 
remov�ng all the borders between us. 
To remove these borders, we need to 
bu�ld fr�endsh�ps, strengthen d�alogue, 
and ach�eve the �deal of un�ty �n 
language,” he sa�d.

Erdoğan 
concluded h�s 
remarks as 
follows:
“Am�dst the 
uncerta�nt�es �n 
the world, we 
need the Turk�c 
World to stand 
shoulder to 
shoulder and be 
equ�pped w�th 
dynam�cs that 

allow us to draw strength from one 
another. If there �s to be a new 
parad�gm �n the post-Western era, one 
that prom�ses more peace and stab�l�ty, 
and a renewed framework of 
�nternat�onal law, then countr�es that 
bel�eve �n th�s must come together to 
d�scuss and shape th�s new parad�gm. I 
bel�eve that, thanks to the �n�uence of 

the younger, �ntellectual aud�ence and 
academ�cs here today, the parad�gm set 
by the next generat�ons w�ll offer us a 
more peaceful and stable world order.”

"We need a fa�rer and more solut�on-
or�ented system”
Rector of Ibn Haldun Un�vers�ty, Prof. 
Dr. At�lla Arkan, also po�nted out that 
the uncerta�nty and chaos �n the world 
w�ll �ncrease even further over the next 
ten years. “As Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan has emphas�zed for many 
years, the current system has lost the 
ab�l�ty to offer fa�r, access�ble, and 
feas�ble solut�ons. Yet, we need a system 
that �s fa�rer and more capable of 
produc�ng solut�ons,” he sa�d.
Stat�ng that the part�c�pants of the "2nd 
Turk�c World Summer School 
Program" w�ll d�scuss the problems of 
the world, Turkey, and the Turk�c 
World for a month, Arkan sa�d, "In a 
world where chaos and uncerta�nty 
awa�t us, the fundamental strength of 
countr�es l�es �n reg�onal cooperat�on. 
erefore, as the Turk�c World, we are 
�n great need of reg�onal collaborat�ons. 
One of the most �mportant elements �n 
th�s reg�onal cooperat�on �s 
undoubtedly develop�ng �ntellectual 
leadersh�p, �ntellectual capac�ty, and a 
shared �ntellectual understand�ng. As 
Ibn Haldun Un�vers�ty, we are 
cont�nuously tak�ng steps to establ�sh 
�ntellectual partnersh�p and 
brotherhood not only w�th the Turk�c 
World but also w�th all countr�es �n our 
sp�r�tual geography, �nclud�ng the 
M�ddle East, that seek just�ce.”

Deputy D�rector General for the 
Caucasus at the M�n�stry of Fore�gn 
Affa�rs, Ayşe Uzer, noted that the 
Turk�c World �s now advanc�ng step by 
step toward un�ty not only �n language, 
h�story, culture, and sports but also �n 
d�plomacy, pol�t�cs, academ�a, 
economy, technology, and defense.
Expla�n�ng that the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States �s the �nst�tut�onal 
express�on of th�s shared v�s�on, Uzer 
sa�d, "W�th �ts �ncreas�ngly deepen�ng 
cooperat�on mechan�sms, our 
organ�zat�on has now become an actor 
w�th tang�ble �mpact on the ground, 
beyond just a declarat�on of �ntent. 
From our un�vers�t�es to th�nk tanks, all 
�nst�tut�ons are key elements that 
re�nforce the sc�ent�fic, cultural, and 
human�st�c aspects of th�s journey. 

Programs l�ke these make �t poss�ble for 
younger generat�ons to establ�sh more 
genu�ne and organ�c t�es w�th the 
Turk�c World.”

Deputy Secretary General of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States, Sad� 
Jafarov, emphas�zed that the 
organ�zat�on �s becom�ng stronger and 
ga�n�ng greater �nternat�onal 
recogn�t�on.
Jafarov stated that they a�m to deepen 
th�s un�ty and act w�th a shared 
consc�ousness for the Turk�c states, and 
noted that �n the face of global secur�ty 
threats, con��cts, and soc�o-econom�c 
�nstab�l�ty, �t �s now more �mportant 
than ever for countr�es to preserve the�r 
stab�l�ty.

Cha�rman of the Turkey-Azerba�jan 
Interparl�amentary Fr�endsh�p Group 
and AK Party Member of Parl�ament, 
Şam�l Ayrım, stated that nat�ons that do 
not protect the�r h�story, culture, and 
c�v�l�zat�onal her�tage are dest�ned for 
d�sappo�ntment, and added:
"If we want to bu�ld an honorable 
future, we must protect, learn, preserve, 
and pass on our culture, wh�ch serves 
as a br�dge from the past to the future. 
Today, the Turk�c World has entered a 
per�od of geopol�t�cal awaken�ng. W�th 
a populat�on of over 200 m�ll�on, r�ch 
energy resources, strateg�c locat�on, 
and shared cultural her�tage, we carry 
great potent�al. Now, as a r�s�ng power, 
we w�ll also solve some of the �ssues 
fac�ng the Turk�c World together."

Nearly a thousand students appl�ed 
from 28 countr�es
Nearly a thousand students from 28 
countr�es appl�ed to the "2nd Turk�c 
World Summer School Program," 
organ�zed w�th the support of Ibn 
Haldun Un�vers�ty, the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States, the Turk�sh Cooperat�on 
and Coord�nat�on Agency (TİKA), the 
Pres�dency for Turks Abroad and 
Related Commun�t�es (YTB), and 
un�vers�t�es from Turkey and the Turk�c 
World.
W�th�n the scope of the summer 
school, reg�onal�zat�on movements, 
developments �n the Euras�an 
geography, fundamental �ssues of the 
Turk�c World, solut�ons, and 
cooperat�on potent�al w�ll be evaluated 
from a sc�ent�fic perspect�ve.

Turk�c World Summer 
School Program K�cks Off

e open�ng 
ceremony of the 
“2nd Turk�c World 
Summer School 
Program,” 
organ�zed by the 
Haydar Al�yev 
Euras�an Stud�es 
Center at Ibn 
Haldun Un�vers�ty, 
was held.



14 GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
July 2025

Heal�ng on the 
Table, Remedy 
�n the Body

hen we hear the word bas�l, Wmost of us first recall �ts 
�ntox�cat�ng scent—

then those elegant leaves, sway�ng between 
shades of green and purple, come to m�nd.
It graces our tables as the crown of salads, 
the refresh�ng touch �n yogurt, or the secret 
beh�nd cool�ng sherbets on hot summer 
days.
But bas�l �s not just a �avor that del�ghts the 
palate or a fragrance that fills the a�r.
It �s a del�cate yet powerful g� that nature 
offers to us.
W�th the act�ve compounds h�dden �n each 
of �ts leaves, �t s�lently reaches the deepest 
parts of the body—somet�mes sooth�ng a 
headache, somet�mes turn�ng �nto a calm 
that qu�ets the soul.
Naturally occurr�ng substances �n th�s 
plant—such as eugenol, l�nalool, and 
essent�al o�ls—have both ant�sept�c and 
relax�ng effects on the body. Eugenol, �n 
part�cular, can offer m�ld pa�n rel�ef.
Some var�et�es also conta�n ant�ox�dant 
compounds that act l�ke a sh�eld, protect�ng 
cells from harm.
Bas�l’s benefits for the stomach are also 
noteworthy. It may reduce bloat�ng and help 
soothe the d�gest�ve system. It supports 
regular bowel movements and can help ease 
m�nor spasms.
Its effects on the nervous system are equally 
s�gn�ficant.
Consumed as a tea, bas�l may calm the 
nerves and offer gentle rel�ef dur�ng per�ods 
of stress.
And one of the most recommended dr�nks 
of summer: bas�l sherbet.
Prepared w�th cold water, a splash of lemon, 
and a touch of honey, �t becomes a 
refresh�ng, �nv�gorat�ng beverage. On hot 
days, �t not only cools the body but also 
supports �ts balance. e fact that �t �s 
natural and free of add�t�ves �s yet another 
advantage.

Tatar made these remarks �n 
London, the cap�tal of the 
Un�ted K�ngdom, where he �s 

conduct�ng off�c�al v�s�ts, dur�ng 
�nterv�ews w�th AA and TRT. 
Rem�nd�ng that the UK �s a guarantor 
state �n Cyprus, he noted that Br�ta�n 
was a sovere�gn power on the �sland 
unt�l the 1960s.
Expla�n�ng that the Turk�sh Cypr�ot 
people were not a problemat�c group 
under Br�t�sh rule, Tatar sa�d that 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots served as pol�ce 
off�cers dur�ng Br�t�sh adm�n�strat�on 
and fought aga�nst those try�ng to 
annex Cyprus to Greece.

"e Br�t�sh meet more w�th the Greek 
Cypr�ots”
Tatar noted that the Br�t�sh, who le the 
�sland follow�ng the establ�shment of 
the Republ�c of Cyprus on August 16, 
1960, reta�ned two sovere�gn m�l�tary 
bases �n the southern part of the �sland. 
“ese bases are very �mportant for the 
UK, espec�ally nowadays. Br�ta�n 
w�thdrew aer secur�ng two bases. 
Because the bases are �n the south, 
unfortunately, the�r relat�ons w�th the 
Greek Cypr�ots have progressed further. 
In the past year, (Greek Cypr�ot leader 
N�kos) Chr�stodoul�des met w�th the 
Br�t�sh Pr�me M�n�ster three t�mes,” he 
sa�d.
Say�ng, “ere are great �njust�ces 
comm�tted aga�nst us by the UK,” Tatar 
po�nted out that there are no d�rect 
��ghts or d�rect trade w�th the TRNC. “I 
have many Br�t�sh fr�ends and close 
relat�ons w�th Br�t�sh MPs. ere are 
many Br�tons who support and love us 
pol�t�cally. However, we are unable to 
overcome the Br�t�sh establ�shment, the 
so-called �nst�tut�onal system, and we 
cont�nue to face these �njust�ces,” he 
added.

Meet�ng w�th UK M�n�ster of State 
Doughty
Tatar sa�d he met w�th Stephen 
Doughty, the UK M�n�ster of State for 
Europe and North Amer�ca.
Express�ng h�s expectat�on for the UK 
to take steps to ease the �solat�on 
�mposed on Turk�sh Cypr�ots, espec�ally 
aer Brex�t, Tatar noted that �nstead of 
eas�ng, pressure has �ncreased.
He stressed that the presence of UK 
bases on the �sland has made Southern 
Cyprus a target for Israel�s, say�ng: “If 

you follow the news �n Southern 
Cyprus, you w�ll see that the Greek 
Cypr�ot publ�c �s very uncomfortable. 
ere are those who call Southern 
Cyprus 'L�ttle Israel' due to 
Chr�stodoul�des' pol�c�es. Many Israel�s 
have settled �n Larnaca and L�massol.”
Tatar re�terated that Turk�sh Cypr�ots 
are one of the found�ng and equal 
sovere�gn partners of the Republ�c of 
Cyprus establ�shed �n 1960, and noted 
that the UK was one of the guarantors 
of that system.

"We suffered genoc�de, and the UK 
just watched from �ts bases”
Tatar rem�nded that today, around 
30,000 Br�tons l�ve �n the TRNC and 
more than 300,000 Turk�sh Cypr�ots l�ve 
�n the UK. He added:
“Desp�te everyth�ng, and desp�te the 
�njust�ces comm�tted aga�nst us, we are 
l�v�ng as an �ndependent state �n 
Cyprus. I told Doughty that �f 
cond�t�ons are met and a common 
ground �s establ�shed, we could enter a 
new negot�at�on process, but for that, 
the sovere�gnty of Turk�sh Cypr�ots 
must be recogn�zed. Because the UK 
was the arch�tect of the system. When 
the UK le Cyprus, �t helped set up the 
system �n that form.”
Tatar emphas�zed that the UK d�d not 
respond to attempts to annex the �sland 
to Greece at the t�me, say�ng: “ose 
advocat�ng for enos�s (un�on w�th 
Greece) k�lled thousands of our people. 
We exper�enced genoc�de. ey tr�ed 
everyth�ng to w�pe out the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ots. And the UK just watched 
from �ts bases. We trusted �n our 
Turkey, fought our struggle, 
exper�enced d�splacement, lost 
thousands of our people, and now we 
have our own state.”
He underl�ned that �f there �s to be a 

settlement �n Cyprus, �t must be based 
on a two-state solut�on, and that �t �s 
�mposs�ble for Cyprus to reun�fy, for 
Turkey to w�thdraw from the �sland, or 
for the guarantor system to be 
abol�shed.
Tatar sa�d he conveyed to Doughty that 
the UK should shape �ts pol�cy based on 
th�s real�ty.

"If a d�rect ��ght �s planned, �t should 
not be blocked”
Tatar stated that the TRNC can only 
connect w�th the world through Turkey. 
“e r�ght to travel �s also a r�ght of 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots,” he sa�d.
He noted that Ercan A�rport serves over 
10 m�ll�on passengers annually and �s 
one of the most �mportant a�rports on 
the �sland and �n the reg�on, even larger 
than the two a�rports �n the Greek 
Cypr�ot Adm�n�strat�on.
Respond�ng to past cla�ms that d�rect 
��ghts to Ercan were not perm�tted due 
to secur�ty concerns, Tatar sa�d there �s 
no such �ssue and added: “If there are 
d�rect ��ghts from the UK, espec�ally 
from London, �t would benefit both our 
economy and tour�sm. It would also 
strengthen t�es between the Br�t�sh and 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots. If a company plans 
such a ��ght, �t should not be blocked.”
Tatar stated that former UK m�n�ster 
and former Conservat�ve Party leader 
Ia�n Duncan Sm�th �s one of the MPs 
support�ng d�rect ��ghts to the TRNC.
He sa�d that around 80 ��ghts are 
operated da�ly from Turkey to Ercan 
A�rport and that ��ghts from Europe 
must first land �n Turkey, even �f no 
passengers board or d�sembark there.
Tatar also noted that due to potent�al 
backlash, some meet�ngs �n the UK are 
held d�screetly, but �n every meet�ng, 
they make sure to expla�n the leg�t�macy 
of the TRNC’s pos�t�on.

TRNC Pres�dent Tatar says d�rect ��ghts to 
the TRNC should not be blocked
Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), Ers�n Tatar, 
emphas�zed the necess�ty of launch�ng d�rect ��ghts to Ercan A�rport �n the 
country, stat�ng, “If there are d�rect ��ghts from the UK, espec�ally from 
London, �t would benefit both our economy and tour�sm. It would also 
strengthen t�es between the Br�t�sh and Turk�sh Cypr�ots. If a company 
plans such a ��ght, �t should not be obstructed.”
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Loyalty to the State: Bu�ld�ng Trust and Belong�ng

The loyalty of a soc�ety to �ts state 
�s one of the most fundamental 
elements that determ�nes a 

country's peace, stab�l�ty, and future. e 
surv�val of a state does not depend solely 
on �ts m�l�tary power, econom�c capac�ty, 
or laws, but also on the trust, loyalty, and 
voluntary alleg�ance of �ts people. �s 
loyalty �s not one that develops out of 
fear or hab�t alone; �t �s the product of a 
sense of belong�ng, a shared past, and a 
shared future. When people show loyalty 
to a state, �t means they feel represented 
by that state, bel�eve the�r r�ghts are 
protected, and trust that the�r needs are 
be�ng met. Otherw�se, loyalty g�ves way 
to al�enat�on, d�strust, and eventually, 
detachment.

It �s natural for a state to expect loyalty 
from �ts c�t�zens. Because the state 
ensures soc�al order, protects aga�nst 
external threats, a�ms to establ�sh just�ce, 
and prov�des var�ous publ�c serv�ces. In 
th�s respect, the state fulfills many v�tal 
funct�ons that �nd�v�duals cannot ach�eve 
on the�r own. However, for th�s system to 
cont�nue, a one-s�ded expectat�on �s not 
enough; �t requ�res a mutual relat�onsh�p 
of trust. e state protects the soc�ety, 
and the soc�ety, �n turn, shows loyalty to 
the state. When th�s relat�onsh�p �s 
broken, soc�ety feels excluded, and the 
state feels under threat. e result�ng 
atmosphere of d�strust underm�nes the 
foundat�ons of soc�al peace.
e foundat�on of a soc�ety’s loyalty to 
the state �s la�d �n ch�ldhood. e h�story 
taught �n the educat�on system, c�v�c 
educat�on, �ag ceremon�es �n schools, 
nat�onal anthems, and symbols shape 
�nd�v�duals’ percept�ons of the state. If 
th�s percept�on �s pos�t�ve, the state �s 
seen as strong, protect�ve, and just. 
However, th�s sense of belong�ng that 
beg�ns �n ch�ldhood �s e�ther re�nforced 
or weakened as the �nd�v�dual ga�ns l�fe 
exper�ence. e state's ab�l�ty to del�ver 
just�ce, prov�de serv�ces, and refra�n from 
d�scr�m�nat�on among �ts c�t�zens are key 
determ�nants �n the development of 
loyalty.

As the areas �n wh�ch the state �s present 
expand, �ts relat�onsh�p w�th soc�ety 
becomes more complex. In the past, the 
state �nteracted w�th c�t�zens mostly �n 
matters of secur�ty and taxat�on, but 
today, �t prov�des serv�ces �n numerous 
fields such as health, educat�on, soc�al 
secur�ty, commun�cat�on, and culture. 
e fa�r, prompt, and equal del�very of 
these serv�ces creates a sense of trust �n 
the state. For example, �f a c�t�zen 
rece�ves good care �n a state hosp�tal 
when s�ck, �f there �s equal opportun�ty 

�n educat�on, and �f just�ce �s access�ble �n 
the courts, then th�s c�t�zen w�ll feel a 
stronger sense of loyalty to the state. In 
contrast, when faced w�th �njust�ce, 
d�scr�m�nat�on, or favor�t�sm, loyalty 
g�ves way to resentment.
In env�ronments where soc�ety’s sense of 
loyalty to the state weakens, ser�ous 
problems ar�se. Somet�mes th�s man�fests 
as not vot�ng, be�ng �nd�fferent to publ�c 
order, or pass�ve res�stance. But �f th�s 
feel�ng �s nurtured over t�me, �t may 
eventually lead to much deeper ruptures 
and d�v�s�ons. H�story prov�des many 
examples of th�s. Many c�v�l wars, 
upr�s�ngs, or separat�st movements began 
when a segment of soc�ety felt excluded 
from the state. For th�s reason, one of the 
state’s pr�mary dut�es �s to rema�n equally 
close to all �ts c�t�zens—not only legally, 
but also emot�onally.

Loyalty to the state �s not a feel�ng tested 
only �n d�ff�cult t�mes. In da�ly l�fe, a 
c�t�zen’s respect for publ�c author�ty �s 
also a re�ect�on of th�s loyalty. Obey�ng 
traff�c rules, pay�ng taxes on t�me, 
protect�ng publ�c property, vot�ng �n 
elect�ons, or fulfill�ng m�l�tary serv�ce 
obl�gat�ons are all act�ons that result not 
only from c�v�c consc�ousness but also 
from trust �n the state. ese behav�ors 
are not only performed due to legal 
enforcement; �f an �nd�v�dual has 
�nternal�zed a sense of respons�b�l�ty 
toward the state, they occur voluntar�ly.
Loyalty �s not l�m�ted solely to an 
�nd�v�dual’s approach toward the state;
It �s also closely related to the value the 
state places on the �nd�v�dual. When 
d�fferent ethn�c, rel�g�ous, cultural, or 
soc�o-econom�c groups w�th�n soc�ety 
perce�ve themselves as equal c�t�zens, 
the�r bond w�th the state �s strengthened. 
However, �f any group feels 
systemat�cally excluded, �gnored, or 
othered, over t�me they develop a d�stant 
att�tude toward the state. �s weakens 
the foundat�on of loyalty. erefore, 
loyalty to the state �s d�rectly related to 
the state's �nclus�veness.
In the modern world, the relat�onsh�p 
between the state and soc�ety has become 
more d�verse and complex. Espec�ally 
w�th the �n�uence of global�zat�on, 

d�g�tal�zat�on, and �nd�v�dual�zat�on, 
people no longer define the state solely 
by phys�cal borders or trad�t�onal 
symbols. Factors such as the qual�ty of 
the state’s d�g�tal serv�ces, transparency 
�n access to �nformat�on, and cr�s�s 
management capab�l�t�es have become 
new determ�nants of loyalty. For 
example, dur�ng the pandem�c, some 
states' fa�lure to support the�r c�t�zens, 
the �nadequacy of healthcare systems, or 
the �nab�l�ty to manage m�s�nformat�on 
led to a loss of trust and loyalty among 
many �nd�v�duals. On the other hand, 
states that acted transparently, fa�rly, and 
�nclus�vely dur�ng cr�ses ga�ned greater 
respect �n the eyes of the�r c�t�zens and 
strengthened bonds of loyalty.

Symbols, r�tuals, and collect�ve memory 
also play an �mportant role �n soc�ety's 
loyalty to the state. Flags, nat�onal 
anthems, nat�onal hol�days, 
commemorat�ons, and shared heroes 
help keep emot�onal bonds w�th the state 
al�ve. e shared memory formed 
around these symbols enables �nd�v�duals 
to see themselves as part of a larger 
whole. However, when these symbols 
become hollow or �ns�ncere, they turn 
�nto mere spectacle and fa�l to ach�eve 
the des�red effect. at’s why the state 
must support such symbols not only w�th 
ceremon�es but also w�th genu�ne 
pol�c�es.

Loyalty �s not merely an emot�onal 
attachment but a mutual contract.
Wh�le the state says to �ts c�t�zen, "I w�ll 
protect you, uphold your r�ghts, and be 
just," the c�t�zen, �n turn, says, "I w�ll 
ab�de by the rules, support my state, and 
fulfill my respons�b�l�t�es." When e�ther 
party v�olates th�s s�lent contract, cracks 
beg�n to form �n the relat�onsh�p. 
Younger generat�ons are espec�ally 
sens�t�ve to such breaches. As they have 
eas�er access to �nformat�on and are 
more closely connected to the world, 
they respond to �njust�ce or �nequal�ty 
more qu�ckly and openly. For the state to 
cope w�th th�s dynam�c, �t must act not 
only w�th�n the framework of laws but 
also w�th s�ncer�ty, just�ce, and 
transparency.

Loyalty �s not ach�eved merely through 
the s�ze or power of the state.
Somet�mes, a small but fa�r �ntervent�on 
can lay the foundat�on for long-last�ng 
trust. For example, �n t�mes of d�saster, 
when the state arr�ves promptly, extends 
a help�ng hand, l�stens to the people, and 
responds to the�r needs, �t strengthens 
the bond between the state and the 
affected commun�ty. L�kew�se, bu�ld�ng a 
school, a health center, or a road �n a 
small v�llage can make the res�dents feel 
valued. A state’s ab�l�ty to say to every 
c�t�zen, “You matter,” �s the strongest 
foundat�on of loyalty. On the other hand, 
extreme glor�ficat�on of the state among 
some segments of soc�ety can lead to 
unhealthy forms of loyalty. Bl�nd 
alleg�ance weakens the culture of 
cr�t�que and d�stances those �n power 
from accountab�l�ty. True loyalty �s 
cr�t�cal loyalty—be�ng both comm�tted 
and quest�on�ng. A loyal c�t�zen �s one 
who sees the m�stakes of the state, vo�ces 
concerns, and offers construct�ve 
suggest�ons. Bl�nd loyalty eventually 
covers up the state's �aws and leads to 
soc�al decay. erefore, loyalty must go 
hand �n hand w�th a consc�ous sense of 
c�t�zensh�p.

Soc�ety’s loyalty to the state has 
consequences not only domest�cally but 
also �n fore�gn pol�cy.
A soc�ety that ma�nta�ns a strong bond 
w�th �ts state �s more res�l�ent to external 
threats. A un�ted front �n the face of 
fore�gn pressure strengthens the state’s 
pos�t�on. In th�s sense, the loyalty of 
soc�ety contr�butes d�rectly to nat�onal 
�ndependence and sovere�gnty. A strong 
state �nternally paves the way for respect 
and cred�b�l�ty abroad. us, ach�ev�ng 
�nternal un�ty �s of v�tal �mportance not 
only for soc�al peace but also for nat�onal 
secur�ty.

In conclus�on, soc�ety’s loyalty to the 
state �s a long-term, mult�-faceted, and 
rec�procal relat�onsh�p.

�s loyalty �s not formed overn�ght; �t �s 
bu�lt over t�me. e just�ce, equal�ty, 
serv�ce qual�ty, and s�ncer�ty shown by 
the state determ�ne the people’s trust. 
S�m�larly, c�t�zens’ sense of respons�b�l�ty, 
�nformed engagement, and cr�t�cal 
loyalty form the other s�de of the 
equat�on. A strong state �s not only one 
w�th strong �nst�tut�ons but also one w�th 
a loyal, engaged, and consc�ous soc�ety. 
And th�s loyalty �s not tested solely �n a 
�ag ceremony or at the ballot box. True 
loyalty �s revealed �n everyday l�fe, 
dur�ng cr�ses, and �n the face of �njust�ce. 
at �s where the real bond �s tested, 
strengthened—or broken.

Hasan YİĞİT
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