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"Stop D�sturb�ng the Peace of Our 
C�t�zens w�th Provocat�ons”
Follow�ng the Pres�dent�al Cab�net Meet�ng, Pres�dent Erdoğan addressed the recent �nc�dents follow�ng 
the arrest of the Mayor of Istanbul, stat�ng:
"I have made th�s call several t�mes before, and I am repeat�ng �t today: Stop d�sturb�ng the peace of our 
c�t�zens w�th provocat�ons. If you have the courage, be accountable for corrupt�on, the, br�bes rece�ved, 
and �rregular�t�es comm�tted. If you stand by those who have been arrested and the allegat�ons under 
�nvest�gat�on, then say �t openly and stra�ghtforwardly.”
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Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: We 
Support the Ongo�ng 
Ceasefire Negot�at�ons Led 
by the U.S.

e Enthus�asm of Nevruz 
Celebrat�ons Across the 
Turk�c World

İlham Al�yev Spoke to Euronews: 
Global Stab�l�ty W�ll Not Be 
Ach�eved Anyt�me Soon

Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev stated �n an 
�nterv�ew that ach�ev�ng global stab�l�ty �n the 
com�ng years �s unl�kely and emphas�zed the need 
for real�st�c expectat�ons regard�ng the resolut�on 
of major con��cts.
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e Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republ�c �n Ankara organ�zed a trad�t�onal 
"Iarı" event for Kyrgyz c�t�zens res�d�ng and study�ng �n Ankara �n 
celebrat�on of the holy month of Ramadan.
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�n Ach�ev�ng Peace

Page 11

e Dark S�de of Tour�sm 
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e Brotherhood Between 
Türk�ye and Azerba�jan Also 
Stands Out �n the Cultural 
Sphere
e deep-rooted bond between Türk�ye 
and Azerba�jan �s prom�nently re�ected �n 
culture and l�terature.e Vo�ce of the 
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Generat�on Z 
Meets 
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From Turk�stan to the Balkans, March 21 �s 
celebrated annually as Nevruz Bayramı, 
�ncorporat�ng local trad�t�ons and bel�efs.
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Four Years of Pres�dent 
Sadyr Japarov’s 
Leadersh�p �n Kyrgyzstan
Dur�ng the four years of Pres�dent 
Sadyr Japarov's tenure, Kyrgyzstan 
has made s�gn�ficant str�des �n 
var�ous areas, from the economy to 
fore�gn pol�cy. Page 5

OTS  Secretary General 
Meets w�th Sweden’s 
Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan, 
Taj�k�stan, Turkmen�stan, 
and Uzbek�stan Page 10

Page 14

e Pres�dent of Kazakhstan 
S�gned a Decree on the 
Establ�shment of the Atom�c 
Energy Agency

Page 9

Page 12

Page 15



2 Apr�l 2025
GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE

Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan 
made a press statement aer the 
Pres�dent�al Cab�net Meet�ng 

held at the Pres�dent�al Complex.
Prov�d�ng deta�ls on the top�cs d�scussed 
dur�ng the meet�ng, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
sa�d:
"I extend my greet�ngs for the blessed 
month of Ramadan, wh�ch �s now 
near�ng �ts end, and for Laylat al-Qadr, 
wh�ch we are adv�sed to seek dur�ng 
these days. I s�ncerely pray to Alm�ghty 
Allah to encompass our nat�on, the 
Musl�m world, and all of human�ty w�th 
H�s mercy, forg�veness, bless�ngs, and 
grace �n honor of these holy days. On 
one hand, we feel the sadness of b�dd�ng 
farewell to Ramadan, and on the other, 
the exc�tement of welcom�ng the 
hol�day. I pray that our Lord grants us 
health, well-be�ng, and peace so that we 
may reach E�d al-F�tr.
I w�sh for an �mmed�ate end to the 
deaths, suffer�ng, oppress�on, 
v�ct�m�zat�on, and �njust�ces occurr�ng 
�n d�fferent corners of our heartland, 
part�cularly �n Gaza, Palest�ne, and 
Yemen.
S�nce our last meet�ng, we have had a 
busy schedule, �nclud�ng �ar programs, 
meet�ngs w�th fore�gn off�c�als, phone 
conversat�ons, and var�ous events. From 
the oppressed Gazans we brought to our 
country when Israel� attacks began to 
our healthcare workers, ch�ldren under 
state protect�on, cadets, farmers, and 
members of parl�ament from the 
prev�ous and 28th terms— we have 
gathered around the table of affect�on 
w�th people from var�ous walks of l�fe, 
embraced them, conversed, and rel�eved 
our long�ng.
Today, we w�ll host the members of our 
educat�on and teach�ng commun�ty at 
our Complex. Tomorrow, we w�ll be 
w�th students from the Cred�t and 
Dorm�tor�es Inst�tut�on. e follow�ng 
day, we w�ll welcome our worker and 
laborer brothers and s�sters to the 
nat�on's home. In short, we w�ll str�ve to 
observe Ramadan �n accordance w�th �ts 
mean�ng as a month of sol�dar�ty, 
shar�ng, and brotherhood unt�l the very 
last day. Add�t�onally, dur�ng th�s per�od, 
espec�ally before the hol�day, we w�ll 
cont�nue to reach out to the oppressed 
and needy who have turned the�r faces 
toward our country.

“EUROPE'S NEED FOR OUR 
COUNTRY HAS BEGUN TO BE 
OPENLY ACKNOWLEDGED"

rough both our voluntary 
organ�zat�ons and off�c�al �nst�tut�ons, 
we have �ncreased our a�d efforts to 
reg�ons around the world where people 
are subjected to oppress�on. W�th�n our 
country, mun�c�pal�t�es, party 
organ�zat�ons, and soc�al ass�stance 
foundat�ons are knock�ng on the doors 
of those �n need, check�ng on the�r well-
be�ng. Just as we have done for the past 
23 years, today as well, we are rush�ng to 
the a�d of the poor, orphans, and those 
who have no one else but Allah and the 
state. We cont�nue to stand by them w�th 
determ�nat�on, and for th�s, we are 
grateful.
In terms of fore�gn pol�cy, the v�s�t of 
Pol�sh Pr�me M�n�ster Donald Tusk to 
our country was h�ghly s�gn�ficant. 
Dur�ng our d�scuss�ons, we exchanged 
v�ews on the latest developments �n the 
Ukra�ne-Russ�a war and the �ncreas�ng 
d�alogue w�th European countr�es �n 
recent days. e heated debates of recent 
weeks have demonstrated that a secure 
Europe �s not poss�ble w�thout Turkey.
Beyond just secur�ty concerns, �t has 
now begun to be openly acknowledged 
that Europe needs our country �n 
var�ous fields, �nclud�ng the economy, 
d�plomacy, trade, and soc�al l�fe. As our 
European fr�ends formulate pol�c�es 
based on rat�onal�ty, they �ncreas�ngly 
recogn�ze the �mportance of relat�ons 
w�th Turkey. We v�ew these 
developments as prom�s�ng for the 
future of Turkey-EU relat�ons.
e rap�d and sudden changes occurr�ng 
on a global scale h�ghl�ght the need for 
greater d�alogue and �nst�tut�onal 
cooperat�on. Turkey �s ready to advance 
�ts relat�ons w�th European countr�es 
and the EU based on mutual �nterests 
and respect. However, th�s �s not a 
comm�tment that Turkey can uphold 
alone. It �s essent�al that our 
counterparts also share th�s w�ll�ngness. 
We bel�eve that Turkey’s longstand�ng 
strateg�c approach w�ll also gu�de the 
pol�c�es of our European counterparts.
We are closely mon�tor�ng the latest 
developments �n the war �n Ukra�ne. 
From the very beg�nn�ng, Turkey has 
pos�t�oned �tself correctly �n th�s matter. 
Desp�te var�ous pressures, part�cularly 
from the oppos�t�on �n our country, who 
rema�n obl�v�ous to world affa�rs, we 
have not allowed ourselves to be swayed.
We have ma�nta�ned a balanced, fa�r, 
and trustworthy stance between the two 
ne�ghbor�ng countr�es. We have 
cons�stently emphas�zed on all platforms 

that peace has no losers, and we 
cont�nue to uphold th�s pr�nc�ple today. 
As the war enters �ts fourth year, we 
hope �t w�ll end w�th a just peace before 
more blood �s shed and more 
destruct�on occurs.
We see Russ�a’s part�al pos�t�ve response 
to the Un�ted States' 30-day ceasefire 
proposal as a modest yet valuable step 
toward peace. We have mob�l�zed all our 
d�plomat�c resources to ensure that our 
reg�on emerges from the vortex of 
�nstab�l�ty and con��ct as soon as 
poss�ble.
I shared our thoughts on th�s matter 
dur�ng a phone call w�th U.S. Pres�dent 
Donald Trump. In our s�ncere 
conversat�on, we d�scussed many 
s�gn�ficant �ssues, �nclud�ng the removal 
of all obstacles to ach�ev�ng our $100 
b�ll�on trade target, wh�ch we had set 
w�th Pres�dent Trump. We also 
thoroughly assessed cr�t�cal current 
developments �n our reg�on, part�cularly 
�n Syr�a.
It �s ent�rely poss�ble for Turk�sh-
Amer�can relat�ons to ga�n new 
momentum dur�ng Pres�dent Trump’s 
second term. Desp�te all the challenges 
�n our reg�on and the lobb�es work�ng to 
underm�ne the cooperat�on between our 
two all�ed nat�ons, we bel�eve— and 
must ensure— that we w�ll succeed for 
the well-be�ng of our ent�re reg�on.
As we do every year, on March 18th, we 
proudly celebrated the ann�versary of 
the Gall�pol� Naval V�ctory. On the 
110th ann�versary of Gall�pol�'s v�ctory, 
we once aga�n remembered our 
�mmortal heroes who made Gall�pol� 
�mpassable at the cost of the�r l�ves, w�th 
mercy, grat�tude, and the h�ghest 
respect. Our martyrs from all over our 
heartland, from Syr�a to Gaza, from 
Aleppo to Tabr�z, from Mosul to 
Jerusalem, rest s�de by s�de �n Gall�pol�. 
e sp�r�t of Gall�pol� embod�es th�s 
sol�dar�ty and shared fate. e Gall�pol� 
sp�r�t �s a profound consc�ousness that 
connects us both as a nat�on and w�th 
our brothers and s�sters. God w�ll�ng, we 
w�ll cont�nue to preserve and exalt th�s 
sp�r�t.
Last week, we also joyfully celebrated 
Nevruz, the herald of spr�ng, and a 
fest�val of abundance and prosper�ty. On 
March 21st and the follow�ng days, 
desp�te a few negat�ve �nc�dents, there 
were no unpleasant events that upset, 
d�sturbed, or hum�l�ated our nat�on. 
Overall, we had a much more peaceful 
Nevruz compared to prev�ous years. We 

also jo�ned the exc�tement of Nevruz 
w�th our nat�on, our reg�on, and the 
Turk�sh world at the program organ�zed 
by our party �n Istanbul. We des�re to 
have Nevruz off�c�ally recogn�zed as a 
publ�c hol�day, symbol�z�ng the 
brotherhood of our nat�on.
We w�ll also propose at the upcom�ng 
summ�t that Nevruz be recogn�zed as a 
common memor�al and celebrat�on day 
for the Turk�sh world.
However, I must also say th�s: Wh�le we 
certa�nly do not approve of some of the 
�mages re�ected from the Nevruz events, 
desp�te that, we find �t very mean�ngful 
that th�s year's celebrat�ons were carr�ed 
out w�thout �nc�dent, w�thout tens�on, 
and w�thout v�olence, �n the name of our 
nat�on's un�ty and cohes�on.

“AS WE GET CLOSER TO A 
TERROR-FREE TURKEY, WE WILL 
WITNESS MORE OF THE 
DELIRIUMS OF THOSE WHO HAVE 
LOST THE TOOLS OF 
EXPLOITATION.”

However, you look and see that the act of 
one of our pol�ce off�cers, who pa�d from 
h�s own pocket to buy cotton candy for a 
d�sabled c�t�zen and gave �t to ch�ldren, 
becomes a subject of cr�t�c�sm by the 
ma�n oppos�t�on actors. ose who 
embrace street terror�sts attack�ng our 
pol�ce off�cers w�th axes, fireworks, 
�ammable ac�d, Molotov cockta�ls, 
stones, and clubs now take �ssue w�th the 
pol�ce off�cer g�v�ng cotton candy to 
ch�ldren. ey now shamelessly engage 
�n patr�ot�c rhetor�c over cotton candy as 
�f they weren’t the ones begg�ng for votes 
�n c�ty aer c�ty just a wh�le ago. ey 
have such a tw�sted m�ndset that they 
have no problem w�th throw�ng stones at 
the pol�ce, throw�ng Molotov cockta�ls, 
throw�ng ac�d, or attack�ng w�th axes. 
ey have no �ssue w�th shop owners’ 
w�ndows be�ng broken or the�r goods 
be�ng looted. ey are also not 
concerned w�th h�stor�cal mosques be�ng 
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turned �nto taverns, I’m sorry to say. But 
the fact that our pol�ce d�str�buted 
cotton candy to ch�ldren dur�ng the 
Nevruz celebrat�ons bothers them. I 
bel�eve that th�s �ncons�stency, th�s great 
contrad�ct�on, has been noted by our 
nat�on, espec�ally by our Kurd�sh 
brothers and s�sters.
Let �t be known that th�s fasc�st language 
has lost aga�nst the nat�on, and �t w�ll 
cont�nue to lose. As we approach the 
goal of a terror-free Turkey, we w�ll 
w�tness more of the del�r�ums of those 
who have lost the tools of explo�tat�on. 
Whatever they do, we are determ�ned to 
save our nat�on from the terror scourge 
that has been dra�n�ng �ts blood and 
resources for 40 years. We, w�th our 
Turks, Kurds, Arabs, Sunn�s, Alev�s, 
C�rcass�ans, Lazes, and all 85 m�ll�on, 
carry the trust of th�s nat�on. We govern 
one of the largest, strongest, and 
br�ghtest countr�es �n the world, Turkey. 
What su�ts us, as �t has been for 23 years, 
�s to embrace, not polar�ze; to cooperate, 
not fight; and to advocate for love 
pol�t�cs �nstead of hate pol�t�cs. No 
matter the cost, we w�ll never cease to 
elevate the un�versal language of love, 
peace, and brotherhood. W�thout be�ng 
swayed by those who sow d�scord and 
hate, we w�ll cont�nue to transform 
Nevruz, wh�ch symbol�zes the arr�val of 
spr�ng w�th �ts abundance and 
prosper�ty, �nto an opportun�ty for all 85 
m�ll�on of us to embrace each other w�th 
new hope.
I once aga�n congratulate the Nevruz 
Fest�val of our brothers and s�sters, 
espec�ally those �n our heart and culture 
geography, and s�ncerely w�sh that �t 
strengthens the bonds of love and 
brotherhood between us.
Follow�ng a corrupt�on operat�on 
centered �n Istanbul, and aer the ma�n 
oppos�t�on party leader’s call to the 
streets, we closely followed the events 
that qu�ckly turned �nto v�olent act�ons. 
Due to the attacks of marg�nal 
organ�zat�ons and c�ty vandals, 123 of 
our secur�ty personnel were �njured �n 
five days. I once aga�n w�sh them a 
speedy recovery. Desp�te all k�nds of 
provocat�on, we s�ncerely congratulate 
our secur�ty forces for carry�ng out the�r 
dut�es w�th pat�ence and cool-
headedness.
Unfortunately, the leader and 
adm�n�strators of the ma�n oppos�t�on 
party have d�splayed a great example of 
thoughtlessness. Instead of address�ng 
allegat�ons of corrupt�on, the, br�bery, 
favor�t�sm, and extort�on, they have 
s�gned off on the most �rrespons�ble, 
low-level, �mmoral, and lawless 
statements �n the past five days. e 
ones respons�ble for the vandal�sm 
attacks on our �njured pol�ce off�cers, 
shop owners whose w�ndows were 
broken, and the b�ll�ons of l�ras �n publ�c 
property damage are the leader and the 
followers of the ma�n oppos�t�on party 
who called for the streets. Of course, 
the�r pol�t�cal respons�b�l�ty w�ll be 
asked �n the Parl�ament, and the�r legal 
respons�b�l�ty w�ll be addressed �n court.
My dear nat�on, what we have w�tnessed 
over the past five days has once aga�n 
shown us th�s truth: Turkey has a ma�n 

oppos�t�on party that �s very small, 
pr�m�t�ve, and l�m�ted �n terms of 
fores�ght, v�s�on, and qual�ty. ese 
people, forget about govern�ng the state 
or local governments, are not even 
capable of be�ng entrusted w�th a 
mun�c�pal k�osk.

“DO NOT STİR UP THE PEOPLE, 
DO NOT PLAY WİTH THE 
NATİON’S NERVES ANYMORE. ”
I must also express the follow�ng: Aer 
32 years from the İSKİ scandal, and aer 
80 years s�nce the one-party fasc�sm era, 
they once aga�n made th�s nat�on 
exper�ence déjà vu. We saw firsthand 
what the elect�ons actually served �n the 
one-party per�od, wh�ch was falsely 
referred to as elect�ons, a theater that 
lasted for years. e understand�ng of 
democracy of the e Republ�can 
People's Party (CHP) has once aga�n 
been proven to be noth�ng more than an 
open-vote, secret-count farce. Desp�te 80 
years hav�ng passed, the CHP has 
rem�nded 85 m�ll�on people that they 
have not changed a b�t, and we w�ll 
cont�nue to sm�le as we watch them play 
the�r own game.

"I have called for th�s several t�mes 
before, and I repeat �t today: stop 
d�sturb�ng the peace of our c�t�zens w�th 
provocat�ons. If you have the courage, 
account for the corrupt�on, the, br�bes, 
and �rregular�t�es that have been 
comm�tted. If you stand by the 
allegat�ons �n the ongo�ng �nvest�gat�on 
and the �nd�v�duals who have been 
arrested, then come forward and openly 
say so w�th �ntegr�ty. If you have no such 
�ntent�on, do not provoke the people 
unnecessar�ly, and do not toy w�th the�r 
nerves any further. Do not unleash the 
marg�nal le-w�ng organ�zat�ons, who 
are noth�ng but bank robbers �n terms of 
both the�r slogans and mental�ty, on our 
pol�ce off�cers. As you can see over the 
past five days, they are shout�ng so 
loudly that the�r body language reveals 
they do not bel�eve �n what they are 
do�ng, say�ng, or the stance they are 
show�ng. Whether r�ght or wrong, there 
�s not the sl�ghtest s�gn of the 
cons�stency seen �n people who bel�eve 
�n the�r words and act�ons. We are 
fam�l�ar w�th th�s hypocr�sy, espec�ally 
from organ�zat�ons l�ke FETÖ and 
�nternat�onal actors who have l�ed to us 
for years. L�ke every game played 

w�thout bel�ef, the�r show w�ll end once 
the curta�n falls. At that moment, when 
they look back, �f they have any respect 
le, I bel�eve they w�ll feel shame for the 
harm they have caused to the country 
and the people. Although we have never 
w�tnessed such honorable behav�or from 
them unt�l now, we do not want to lose 
hope for the future and well-be�ng of the 
country. I say �t every t�me: Turkey does 
not have a s�ngle m�nute to lose. We do 
not have t�me to be d�stracted by these 
pol�t�cal merchants’ fights, tr�cks, greed, 
and amb�t�ons. e oppos�t�on party 
cadres can cont�nue to devour one 
another, as the�r former leader w�sely 
put �t. We are s�mply focus�ng on our 
work and ded�cat�ng ourselves to 
serv�ng our people. We are focused on 
bu�ld�ng a strong Turkey, w�th a robust 
economy, secur�ty, defense, democracy, 
and just�ce. God w�ll�ng, we w�ll work 
even harder, produce more, and not 
only solve today’s �ssues but also prepare 
Turkey for tomorrow’s world �n a very 
powerful way.

"WE WILL NEVER ALLOW THE 
GAININGS WE ACHIEVED WITH 
OUR NEW ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
TO BE UNDERMINED”
e response from the CHP to the 
corrupt�on operat�on, wh�ch d�sregards 
the rule of law, has caused an art�fic�al 
and unfounded �uctuat�on �n the 
economy, along w�th other areas. When 
the �llus�on created d�sappears �n a short 
t�me, the mean�nglessness of what has 
happened w�ll be more clearly 
understood. anks to the new 
econom�c program we have been 
�mplement�ng for two years, we w�ll 
never allow our ach�evements to be 
underm�ned. As you know, w�th th�s 
program, we reached h�stor�cally low 
levels of current account defic�t and 
unemployment, strengthened fiscal 
d�sc�pl�ne, and controlled �n�at�on. We 
have strengthened the reserves of our 
Central Bank and s�gn�ficantly �ncreased 
the res�l�ence of our economy aga�nst 
shocks.
Furthermore, we have sw�ly started to 
heal the wounds of the February 6 
earthquakes. All of these successes have 
been ach�eved w�th great effort, 
pat�ence, and determ�nat�on. We w�ll 
cont�nue to �mplement our econom�c 
program w�th the same determ�nat�on 
and perseverance. Dur�ng such per�ods, 

our pr�mary pr�or�ty �s to preserve 
macro-financ�al stab�l�ty. Our M�n�stry 
of Treasury and F�nance, the Central 
Bank, and all related �nst�tut�ons, w�th a 
strong team sp�r�t and our full support, 
are work�ng t�relessly �n full 
coord�nat�on, and we have taken every 
necessary step w�thout delay so far, and 
we w�ll cont�nue to do so. Go�ng 
forward, all measures w�ll be taken w�th 
a proact�ve and �ex�ble approach as 
needed. Our �nst�tut�ons have both the 
author�ty and the w�ll to ensure the 
healthy funct�on�ng of the markets. 
Us�ng our ava�lable tools effect�vely, we 
have successfully managed the recent 
market �uctuat�ons and l�m�ted the�r 
effects to a temporary nature. In the 
com�ng per�od, we w�ll cont�nue w�th 
our econom�c program w�thout slow�ng 
down or comprom�s�ng.

"WE HAVE OVERCOME MANY 
DIFFICULTIES, DEFEATED MANY 
ATTACKS, AND FOILED MANY 
BETRAYALS IN THE LAST 23 
YEARS”
Let me re�terate: Turkey has come 
through these t�mes through tr�als and 
tr�bulat�ons. Over the last 23 years, we 
have overcome many hardsh�ps, repelled 
many attacks, weathered many betrayals, 
prevented many man�pulat�ons, and 
emerged from many ambushes 
unscathed. We have never taken a step 
back �n protect�ng the r�ghts, law, and 
d�gn�ty of our people. e games of 
those who try to crown every chaos they 
create w�th attempts to underm�ne our 
economy have been fo�led once aga�n. 
Both at home and abroad, everyone can 
now see that Turkey �s no longer a 
country that can be shaken by a few 
screamers or a few vandals d�sturb�ng 
the peace. e Turk�sh people are st�ll 
confident �n us, and we expect th�s trust 
to cont�nue. Never forget, all of th�s �s 
the result and express�on of Turkey’s 
century-long v�s�on: a Turkey prepar�ng 
for tomorrow’s world, overcom�ng the 
40-year-old �ssue of terror�sm, becom�ng 
one of the global product�on hubs w�th 
strong �nfrastructure, and turn�ng �nto 
the hope of �ts reg�on w�th a sol�d 
secur�ty parad�gm. We have completed 
23 years �n power, each filled w�th work, 
serv�ce, �nvestment, and struggle. It �s 
our honor to have the pr�v�lege of 
prepar�ng Turkey for the new century of 
the Republ�c, w�th �ts democracy and 
�nfrastructure.

If you pay attent�on, today too, we are 
the only group who truly cares about the 
real agenda of our country, the real 
problems of our people, and the s�ncere 
expectat�ons of our c�t�zens. e support 
our people have g�ven us over the years 
�s not due to our personal looks, but 
because of the works and serv�ces we 
have brought to our country. As the only 
government and all�ance work�ng to 
solve Turkey's problems �n every field, 
we w�ll cont�nue to be at the serv�ce of 
our people, seek�ng solut�ons, 
develop�ng projects, and tak�ng act�on. 
May God be our helper, and I hope that 
our meet�ng and the dec�s�ons we have 
taken br�ng bless�ngs.”
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The event was attended by the 
Ambassador of the Kyrgyz 
Republ�c to Turkey, Ruslan 

Kazakbaev, the Honorary Consul of 
Kyrgyzstan �n Bolu, At�llahan Kurt, 
renowned actor Necat� Şaşmaz—best 
known for h�s role as Polat Alemdar 
�n Kurtlar Vad�s�—as well as embassy 
staff and more than 200 Kyrgyz 
c�t�zens from Ankara and 
surround�ng prov�nces.

In h�s speech, Ambassador Kazakbaev 
extended h�s best w�shes for 
Ramadan, a month of spec�al 
s�gn�ficance for all Musl�ms, and 
emphas�zed the �mportance of un�ty, 
sol�dar�ty, mutual understand�ng, and 
cooperat�on among Kyrgyz c�t�zens �n 
Turkey.

e Ambassador also h�ghl�ghted the 
Kyrgyz Republ�c’s strateg�c 
development goals, set under the 
slogan "Nat�onal Insp�rat�on – Global 
Excellence," draw�ng attent�on to the 
nat�on's cultural her�tage, sp�r�tual 
values, and econom�c asp�rat�ons. He 
stressed the s�gn�ficance of preserv�ng 
the �ndependence of Kyrgyz 
statehood, ach�eved through centur�es 
of struggle, and pa�d tr�bute to the 
found�ng leaders of modern 
Kyrgyzstan, �nclud�ng Abdyker�m 
Sydykov, Imanaly A�darbekov, Jusup 
Abdrakhmanov, Abdykadyr 
Orozbekov, and Ishenaly Arabaev. He 
also noted that a pres�dent�al decree 
had recently been s�gned �n the�r 
honor.
e even�ng featured performances of 
trad�t�onal Kyrgyz folk songs and 
�nstrumental p�eces, wh�le 
part�c�pants jo�ned �n s�ng�ng 
patr�ot�c songs express�ng the�r love 
for the�r homeland.

At the conclus�on of the event, 
Ambassador Kazakbaev personally 
met w�th attendees and extended h�s 
greet�ngs for the upcom�ng Nowruz 
celebrat�ons. He also prov�ded 
�ns�ghts �nto ongo�ng reforms a�med 
at �mprov�ng the well-be�ng and 

econom�c prosper�ty of the Kyrgyz 
people, the Embassy’s efforts to 
safeguard the r�ghts and �nterests of 
Kyrgyz c�t�zens, and the current state 
and future prospects of Kyrgyz-
Turk�sh relat�ons.

Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republ�c �n Ankara Hosts 
Trad�t�onal Iar Program for Kyrgyz C�t�zens
e Embassy of the 
Kyrgyz Republ�c �n 
Ankara organ�zed a 
trad�t�onal "Iarı" 
event for Kyrgyz 
c�t�zens res�d�ng and 
study�ng �n Ankara �n 
celebrat�on of the holy 
month of Ramadan.
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Four Years of Pres�dent Sadyr 
Japarov’s Leadersh�p �n 
Kyrgyzstan

OTS Welcomes 
Border Agreement 
S�gned Between 
Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan

adyr Japarov was elected pres�dent �n the Searly 2021 Kyrgyz pres�dent�al elect�ons. 
In the past four years, �mportant steps 

have been taken, part�cularly �n the fields of the 
economy, soc�al welfare, and fore�gn pol�cy.
Pres�dent Japarov has placed spec�al emphas�s 
on �nfrastructure development, encourag�ng 
fore�gn �nvestments, �ncreas�ng employment, 
and support�ng entrepreneursh�p.
One of the most s�gn�ficant steps for 
Kyrgyzstan's economy �n recent years was the 
state acqu�s�t�on of the Kumtor gold m�ne. e 
m�ne, wh�ch had been operated by a fore�gn 
company for nearly 24 years, generated over 
$1.2 b�ll�on �n net profits aer com�ng under 
state control, w�th total revenue surpass�ng $3.4 
b�ll�on.

In recent years, over 100 new factor�es have 
been establ�shed �n Kyrgyzstan, �nclud�ng 
automob�le plants. e construct�on of the 
“Kambar-Ata-1” hydroelectr�c power plant and 
the �n�t�at�on of the Ch�na-Kyrgyzstan-
Uzbek�stan ra�lway project have strengthened 
Kyrgyzstan’s econom�c pos�t�on. ese measures 
have accelerated econom�c growth and 
�ncreased product�on volumes.
Furthermore, b�ll�ons of som have been 
returned to the state treasury as a result of ant�-
corrupt�on measures. e fight aga�nst 
corrupt�on cont�nues at full pace.
Kyrgyzstan possesses s�gn�ficant potent�al �n 
tour�sm. To tap �nto th�s potent�al, the 
construct�on of tour�sm fac�l�t�es and 
recreat�onal areas �n l�ne w�th �nternat�onal 
standards �s ongo�ng.
In the past four years, �mportant developments 
have also been made �n the transportat�on 
sector. New a�rports have been bu�lt, and 

ex�st�ng a�rports have been renovated. As a 
result, domest�c ��ghts have resumed �n the 
country.
Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov a�med to strengthen 
Kyrgyzstan's pos�t�on on the �nternat�onal stage. 
In th�s regard, Japarov took steps to strengthen 
d�plomat�c relat�ons, attract fore�gn cap�tal, and 
address global �ssues. As a result, border 
d�sputes w�th Taj�k�stan have been resolved, and 
the border demarcat�on process w�th Uzbek�stan 
has been completed.

Under Japarov’s leadersh�p, Kyrgyzstan has also 
accelerated �nvestments �n �ts c�t�zens' welfare, 
fulfill�ng �ts soc�al state respons�b�l�t�es.
e soc�al fac�l�t�es bu�lt �n Kyrgyzstan �n the 
past four years are as follows:
2021: 59 schools, 12 k�ndergartens, 11 hosp�tals, 
4 cultural centers, 2 sports fac�l�t�es, 13 water 
treatment plants, and 8 other fac�l�t�es, total�ng 
109 fac�l�t�es.
2022: 37 schools, 12 k�ndergartens, 2 hosp�tals, 2 
�ndustr�al fac�l�t�es, 1 sports fac�l�ty, 38 water 
treatment plants, and 1 other fac�l�ty, total�ng 93 
fac�l�t�es.
2023: 124 schools, 11 k�ndergartens, 5 hosp�tals, 
2 soc�o-cultural fac�l�t�es, 7 sports fac�l�t�es, 46 
water treatment plants, and 15 other fac�l�t�es, 
total�ng 210 fac�l�t�es.
2024: 100 schools, 31 k�ndergartens, 11 health 
fac�l�t�es, 7 soc�o-cultural fac�l�t�es, 13 sports 
fac�l�t�es, 12 res�dent�al bu�ld�ngs, 19 water 
treatment plants, and 7 other fac�l�t�es, total�ng 
200 fac�l�t�es.
Dur�ng Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov's leadersh�p 
over the past four years, Kyrgyzstan has 
undergone s�gn�ficant transformat�on. Japarov’s 
goal �s to pos�t�on h�s country among the 
world's top 30 most developed nat�ons.

Dur�ng the four years of Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov's 
tenure, Kyrgyzstan has made s�gn�ficant str�des �n 
var�ous areas, from the economy to fore�gn pol�cy.

n a wr�tten statement, ISecretary General 
Omural�ev emphas�zed 

that th�s m�lestone, ach�eved 
through d�plomacy and 
d�alogue, paves the way for 
last�ng peace, stab�l�ty, and 
prosper�ty �n Central As�a and 
beyond.

Omural�ev re�terated that the 
OTS stands ready to support 
all efforts a�med at 
strengthen�ng fraternal t�es 
and reg�onal harmony. He 
expressed sat�sfact�on w�th the 
border demarcat�on agreement 
s�gned between the two 
countr�es yesterday �n B�shkek.
Border Agreement S�gned 
Between the Two Countr�es
Kyrgyz Pres�dent Sadyr 
Japarov and Taj�k Pres�dent 
Emomal� Rahmon met �n 
B�shkek and s�gned the border 
agreement between the�r 
respect�ve countr�es.

e agreement resolved a 
long-stand�ng border d�spute 
that had pers�sted s�nce 1991. 

As part of th�s process, control 
po�nts on the Kyzyl-Bel and 
Ka�ragach h�ghways were 
�naugurated v�a v�deo 
conference.

Turkey also welcomed the 
border demarcat�on agreement 
s�gned between the two 
countr�es.
In a statement from the 
M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs, �t 
was noted:

"We welcome the border 
demarcat�on agreement s�gned 
between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan. We hope that th�s 
agreement, reached through 
close d�alogue at the h�ghest 
level between the two 
countr�es, w�ll contr�bute to 
peace, stab�l�ty, and 
cooperat�on �n the reg�on."

Secretary General of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
(OTS), Ambassador Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev, announced that the 
border demarcat�on agreement 
s�gned between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan has been welcomed w�th 
sat�sfact�on.
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Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: We Support the Ongo�ng Ceasefire 
Negot�at�ons Led by the U.S.

�n�ster F�dan spoke at a jo�nt Mpress conference follow�ng 
h�s meet�ng w�th Hungar�an 

M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs and Trade, 
Péter Sz�jjártó, at the M�n�stry of Fore�gn 
Affa�rs.
Stat�ng, "We have supported the peace 
and ceasefire negot�at�ons led by the U.S. 
from the beg�nn�ng," regard�ng the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne peace talks, F�dan 
rem�nded that Turkey has been �n the 
peace camp s�nce day one.
F�dan po�nted out that there have been 
many deaths and destruct�on �n the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne war and emphas�zed that 
the�r pos�t�on �n �nternat�onal platforms, 
part�cularly w�th�n NATO, along w�th 
Hungary, �s to put an end to th�s 
s�tuat�on.
"At the po�nt we have reached today, �t 
�s, of course, a pleas�ng development for 
our reg�on and for human�ty to see the 
new Amer�can adm�n�strat�on advanc�ng 
th�s agenda. Hopefully, they w�ll ach�eve 
a permanent ceasefire as soon as 
poss�ble," sa�d F�dan, not�ng that there 
are currently a few agreements �n place 
that could lead to a ceasefire.
F�dan further stated:
"I hope that Russ�a w�ll soon make an 
announcement confirm�ng �ts 
acceptance of a temporary ceasefire, 
even �f only for 30 days. We must move 
on to further negot�at�ons as soon as 
poss�ble.
On the other hand, how w�ll peace be 
establ�shed, what w�ll the secur�ty 
guarantees be? e d�scuss�ons, stud�es, 
and efforts regard�ng the overs�ght force 
for peace and the structure to be created 
w�th secur�ty guarantees are ongo�ng.
ere are also regular meet�ngs �n wh�ch 
our Pres�dent part�c�pates. Many of these 
meet�ngs are held onl�ne. Today, there 
w�ll be another onl�ne meet�ng w�th 
European leaders, �n wh�ch our 
Pres�dent w�ll also take part. �s search 
for a solut�on cont�nues.
As Turkey, we w�ll cont�nue to prov�de 
all k�nds of support for both a ceasefire 
and comprehens�ve peace negot�at�ons. 

In th�s regard, our Pres�dent’s v�ews and 
pol�c�es are very clear."
F�dan stated that Hungary was among 
the first countr�es he v�s�ted aer 
assum�ng the role of Fore�gn M�n�ster 
and noted that he has always exchanged 
v�ews w�th h�s counterpart on 
challeng�ng �nternat�onal �ssues.
Po�nt�ng out that relat�ons between 
Turkey and Hungary have a 
mult�d�mens�onal nature, F�dan sa�d that 
they str�ve to deepen b�lateral relat�ons 
�n all areas.
F�dan emphas�zed that the close 
fr�endsh�p and trust between the leaders 
of the two countr�es serve as a gu�de for 
them, stat�ng, "We are determ�ned to 
take steps to further strengthen our 
enhanced strateg�c partnersh�p �n the 
upcom�ng per�od.
We w�ll hold the 7th meet�ng of the 
H�gh-Level Strateg�c Cooperat�on 
Counc�l �n our country. As you know, 
2024 was declared the Turkey-Hungary 
Culture Year. We have des�gnated 2025 
as the Turkey-Hungary Sc�ence and 
Innovat�on Year.
Our goal for th�s spec�al year �s to pave 
the way for new collaborat�ons �n 
var�ous fields, from trade to energy, 
defense �ndustry to sc�ent�fic research."
Ind�cat�ng that last year was extremely 
product�ve �n terms of trade relat�ons, 
F�dan stated that the trade volume 
between the two countr�es reached 4.5 
b�ll�on dollars and that they have taken 
another step closer to the 6 b�ll�on-dollar 
target set by the�r leaders.
F�dan ment�oned that more than 500 
Turk�sh compan�es operate �n var�ous 
sectors �n Hungary and expressed great 
sat�sfact�on w�th the employment and 
added value generated by these firms.
"Our cooperat�on �n the defense �ndustry 
�s also develop�ng and deepen�ng. Our 
compan�es have now begun jo�nt 
product�on. We bel�eve that we w�ll soon 
see our jo�ntly produced defense 
products �n th�rd countr�es.
Our cooperat�on �n the energy sector 
also has a spec�al and strateg�c 

s�gn�ficance," sa�d F�dan, emphas�z�ng 
that they are pleased w�th the expans�on 
of act�v�t�es �n th�s area across a broad 
spectrum.
F�dan h�ghl�ghted that cooperat�on 
w�th�n the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
(OTS), of wh�ch Hungary �s an observer 
member, cont�nues at a very h�gh level 
and noted that the �nformal summ�t of 
the OTS w�ll be held �n Budapest th�s 
year, to wh�ch they attach great 
�mportance.
"Hungary assumed the pres�dency of the 
EU Counc�l �n the second half of last 
year. roughout th�s per�od, they made 
ser�ous efforts to rev�tal�ze Turkey-
European Un�on (EU) relat�ons.
We are grateful to them for these 
efforts," F�dan sa�d, express�ng h�s 
apprec�at�on to h�s counterpart for the�r 
contr�but�ons.

M�n�ster F�dan cont�nued h�s remarks:
“In the meet�ngs we attend, we have 
always emphas�zed that Turkey, w�th �ts 
capab�l�t�es and resources, can make 
s�gn�ficant contr�but�ons to Europe’s 
secur�ty, stab�l�ty, and prosper�ty. At th�s 
po�nt, we expect the EU to recal�brate �ts 
strateg�c compass. We bel�eve that 
Turkey-EU relat�ons should not be 
confined to the narrow �nterests of 
certa�n members. When �t comes to 
Europe’s secur�ty, the �mportance of 
Turkey-EU relat�ons becomes ev�dent. 
We firmly bel�eve that all steps related to 
European secur�ty must be planned �n 
coord�nat�on w�th Turkey for our shared 
�nterests.”
F�dan h�ghl�ghted that both Turkey and 
Hungary are d�rectly affected by the war 
�n Ukra�ne. He emphas�zed that both 
countr�es support d�alogue and 
d�plomacy for con��ct resolut�on, 
welcome steps toward a ceasefire, and 
bel�eve that th�s process should be 
supported.
“Our hope �s to establ�sh a full and 
comprehens�ve ceasefire and �n�t�ate a 
process lead�ng to last�ng peace. We w�ll 
cont�nue our efforts and ma�nta�n our 

contacts w�th the relevant part�es �n th�s 
regard,” F�dan stated.

"We Must Be V�g�lant Aga�nst 
Provocat�ons Underm�n�ng Peace and 
Stab�l�ty �n Syr�a”
M�n�ster F�dan stressed the �mportance 
of rema�n�ng caut�ous aga�nst 
provocat�ons a�med at d�srupt�ng peace 
and stab�l�ty �n Syr�a. He ment�oned that 
follow�ng the Nat�onal D�alogue 
Conference �n Syr�a, a const�tut�onal 
declarat�on was �ssued, emphas�z�ng 
Syr�a’s terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty and un�ty 
wh�le reject�ng separat�st movements.
F�dan noted that th�s declarat�on also 
guarantees equal c�t�zensh�p r�ghts for all 
and stated:
“We expect the pol�t�cal trans�t�on 
process to cont�nue w�th steps toward 
form�ng a government and a people’s 
assembly. e new adm�n�strat�on �n 
Damascus must reach a capac�ty to 
ensure peace and stab�l�ty �n the country. 
For th�s, �nternat�onal support and 
engagement are cruc�al. In th�s context, I 
hope that all sanct�ons w�ll be completely 
l�ed.”

"Israel Has Resumed Genoc�de”
Emphas�z�ng the need to make the 
ceasefire �n Gaza permanent and to 
�mplement subsequent phases, F�dan 
sa�d:
“Israel v�olated the ceasefire agreement 
by obstruct�ng human�tar�an a�d to 
Gaza. In recent days, �t has resumed 
genoc�de by martyr�ng hundreds of 
Palest�n�ans. Peace, stab�l�ty, 
�nternat�onal law, or human�tar�an values 
are not on Netanyahu’s agenda. Israel’s 
goal �s to �nt�m�date the Palest�n�an 
people and depopulate Palest�ne.
e Palest�n�an �ssue carr�es the r�sk of 
lead�ng to larger reg�onal and global 
problems. As Turkey, we w�ll cont�nue to 
stand by the Palest�n�an people. On 
Sunday, I w�ll attend the meet�ng of the 
Organ�zat�on of Islam�c Cooperat�on 
(OIC) and the Arab League Gaza 
Contact Group �n Ca�ro. Our pr�or�ty 

Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan 
F�dan, regard�ng the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne peace 
talks, stated, "As 
Turkey, we w�ll support 
both the ceasefire and 
comprehens�ve peace 
negot�at�ons. We 
support the ongo�ng 
ceasefire negot�at�ons 
led by the U.S.”
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r�ght now �s to return to a ceasefire and 
meet the urgent human�tar�an needs of 
the people �n Gaza. At the same t�me, we 
w�ll cont�nue to hold Israel accountable 
for �ts cr�mes.”

F�dan’s Engagements �n Syr�a
Recall�ng h�s v�s�t to Syr�a last week, 
where he held meet�ngs w�th h�gh-level 
off�c�als, F�dan sa�d that he had a “very 
comprehens�ve meet�ng” w�th Syr�an 
Pres�dent Ahmed Shara and h�s team.
H�ghl�ght�ng that they d�scussed cr�t�cal 
�ssues for both countr�es and the reg�on, 
F�dan stated:
“At the forefront was, of course, 
rev�ew�ng the agreement reached 
between Syr�a’s new adm�n�strat�on and 
the YPG.”
He noted that Turkey shared �ts 
concerns, �dent�fied r�sks, and d�scussed 
how they were be�ng addressed. “Our 

a�m �s for the agreement to be 
�mplemented to the letter, �n both sp�r�t 
and pract�ce. We also po�nted out 
potent�al areas of concern,” he added.
F�dan ment�oned that they also 
d�scussed how to manage the agreement 
to prevent the resurgence of the terror�st 
organ�zat�on Daesh �n the reg�on. He 
referred to the five-party meet�ng �n 
Jordan and stated that Syr�a’s v�ews on 
�mplement�ng the outcomes of th�s 
meet�ng �n pract�ce were cons�dered. He 
also noted that Ankara shared �ts 
m�l�tary, �ntell�gence, and operat�onal 
perspect�ves.
Emphas�z�ng that these v�ews would be 
presented to the five-country delegat�on, 
F�dan conveyed the message that 
concrete progress would be made based 
on the agreement reached.
Referr�ng to recent �nc�dents �n Latak�a, 
F�dan stated that they rev�ewed these 
events and l�stened to Syr�an off�c�als 
regard�ng the nature of the provocat�on 
and poss�ble measures to be taken.
Express�ng sat�sfact�on that the Syr�an 
government �s follow�ng th�s �ssue w�th 
great ser�ousness, F�dan emphas�zed that 
there �s a strong comm�tment to 
prevent�ng c�v�l�an massacres and 
hold�ng those respons�ble accountable, 
w�th concrete steps already be�ng taken.
He also h�ghl�ghted that d�scuss�ons �n 
Syr�a covered ongo�ng work on a new 
const�tut�on, as well as temporary 
const�tut�onal arrangements unt�l a new 
const�tut�on �s establ�shed. V�ews on a 
potent�al �nclus�ve government were also 
d�scussed.

M�n�ster F�dan stated that Turkey's 
recommendat�on to Syr�a was to ensure 
a governance structure that promotes 
soc�al peace, fac�l�tates adm�n�strat�on, 
and conveys a message of equal�ty to all 
c�t�zens.
Emphas�z�ng the �mportance of Syr�a's 
pol�t�cal stab�l�ty, econom�c 
development, and the restorat�on of 
�nst�tut�ons, F�dan referred to the 
necess�ty of rebu�ld�ng these �nst�tut�ons.
F�dan stated that Turkey's potent�al 
contr�but�ons �n th�s regard were also 
d�scussed, emphas�z�ng that Pres�dent 
Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan �s part�cularly 
sens�t�ve about th�s �ssue.
e M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs, F�dan, 
noted that steps to ensure the prov�s�on 
of bas�c serv�ces to the Syr�an people and 
to el�m�nate challenges such as energy 
and food shortages were d�scussed.
F�dan also added that the damages 

caused by Israel� expans�on�sm �n the 
reg�on and the measures that could be 
taken aga�nst �t were also on the agenda.

Sz�jjarto: It �s unreal�st�c to talk about 
Europe's secur�ty arch�tecture w�thout 
�nclud�ng Turkey and Russ�a
Hungar�an M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs, 
Sz�jjarto, congratulated F�dan for h�s 
efforts �n end�ng the Russ�a-Ukra�ne war 
and ach�ev�ng peace, stat�ng, “Before 
(former U.S. Pres�dent) Donald Trump, 
only Turkey was able to succeed between 
the two s�des.”
Sz�jjarto po�nted out that there �s now 
hope for peace �n Ukra�ne, say�ng, “We 
w�sh and support the success of the 
Russ�a-U.S. negot�at�ons by all poss�ble 
means. We expect Brussels not to 
obstruct peace talks w�th �ts pro-war 
pol�c�es.”
Emphas�z�ng that a susta�nable European 
secur�ty arch�tecture can only be 
d�scussed w�th the �nclus�on of Russ�a 
and Turkey, Sz�jjarto noted that there are 
some �deolog�cal fanat�cs �n Europe who 
express oppos�ng v�ews, but these v�ews 
stand on weak foundat�ons.
e Hungar�an M�n�ster stated, “It �s 
unreal�st�c to talk about Europe's 
secur�ty arch�tecture w�thout �nclud�ng 
Turkey and Russ�a.”
Compar�ng h�s two-hour meet�ng w�th 
M�n�ster F�dan to the overt�me of the 
Turkey-Hungary UEFA Nat�ons League 
play-off match played the prev�ous day, 
Sz�jjarto sa�d that th�s durat�on 
demonstrated the strateg�c partnersh�p, 
all�ance, and fr�endsh�p between the two 
countr�es.

H�ghl�ght�ng that Hungary’s secur�ty 
�nterests completely al�gn w�th Turkey’s, 
Sz�jjarto stated, “�s appl�es both �n 
terms of phys�cal and energy secur�ty. 
Over the past three years, Hungary and 
Turkey have been the loudest supporters 
of the peace camp. For the past three 
years, we have cons�stently and openly 
advocated for the necess�ty of peace. We 
have �ns�sted on ceasefire negot�at�ons 
unt�l the end.”
Sz�jjarto remarked, “Today, Europeans 
speak�ng about a ceasefire have exh�b�ted 
an aston�sh�ng stance �n �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons and pol�t�cs for three years. 
ose who now speak of a ceasefire had 
essent�ally banned the word ‘ceasefire’ 
for three years. I want to rem�nd 
everyone of th�s.”
Underl�n�ng that the solut�on to the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne war does not l�e on the 
battlefield, Sz�jjarto sa�d, “We find 
Brussels’ dec�s�ons to send new weapons 
and b�ll�ons of euros �n support 
extremely dangerous and unacceptable.”
He stated that these measures prolong 
the war and, as the war drags on, more 
people d�e. For th�s reason, he expressed 
hope that the upcom�ng ceasefire talks 
between the U.S. and Russ�a next week 
would be successful.

"Hungary’s energy secur�ty �s 
�mposs�ble w�thout Turkey”
Touch�ng on energy cooperat�on, 
Sz�jjarto stated, “Hungary’s energy 
secur�ty �s �mposs�ble w�thout Turkey. 
We are grateful to Turkey for be�ng a 
rel�able partner �n Hungary’s energy 
secur�ty. A total of 7.6 b�ll�on cub�c 
meters of gas has been del�vered to 
Hungary v�a TurkStream. �s year, we 
have exceeded 20 m�ll�on cub�c meters 
da�ly.”
Sz�jjarto also recalled that before leav�ng 
off�ce, the B�den adm�n�strat�on �mposed 
sanct�ons on Gazprombank, say�ng, 
“ese act�ons were taken del�berately. 
ey a�med to put reg�onal countr�es �n 
a d�ff�cult s�tuat�on regard�ng natural gas. 
�s was a host�le approach by the B�den 
adm�n�strat�on.”
Stat�ng that the Trump adm�n�strat�on 
acted �n a rat�onal and sens�ble manner, 
Sz�jjarto sa�d, “Accord�ng to the 
�nformat�on we rece�ved from 
Wash�ngton yesterday, our request for 
Gazprombank’s exempt�on from 
sanct�ons has been extended. us, 

Hungary’s natural gas supply �s secure. 
Our natural gas supply has not fallen 
v�ct�m to the B�den adm�n�strat�on’s 
host�le �deology.”

"We are �n talks w�th BOTAŞ to buy 
natural gas d�rectly from Turkey th�s 
year as well”
e Hungar�an m�n�ster recalled that last 
year they purchased natural gas d�rectly 
from Turkey, add�ng, “�s year, we have 
started negot�at�ons w�th BOTAŞ (Boru 
Hatları �le Petrol Taşıma AŞ) to buy 
natural gas d�rectly from Turkey aga�n.”
Sz�jjarto stated that the strateg�c 
partnersh�p between Hungary’s 
�nternat�onal o�l and gas company MOL 
Group and the Turk�sh Petroleum 
Corporat�on (TPAO) cont�nues, add�ng, 
“(MOL and TPAO) w�ll work together 
for the dr�ll�ng of wells �n Hungary, and 
a jo�nt company w�ll be establ�shed. 
More than 15 m�ll�on worth of 
�nvestment w�ll be made �n Hungary.”
He emphas�zed that last year, Turkey and 
Hungary reached a record �n b�lateral 
trade volume and projected a 10% 
�ncrease th�s year.

"We want to talk about peace”
Dur�ng the Q&A sess�on, Sz�jjarto 
responded to a quest�on about why 
Hungary d�d not part�c�pate �n meet�ngs 
held by European countr�es regard�ng 
potent�al secur�ty guarantees for 
Ukra�ne. He sa�d, “Because we are �n 
favor of peace. Our European colleagues 
who support war do not want us to be 
part of the�r war-related d�scuss�ons. We 
want to talk about peace.”
In response to a quest�on about 
Hungary’s pol�cy regard�ng secur�ty 
guarantees and troop deployment �n 
Ukra�ne, Sz�jjarto stated that the order of 
pr�or�ty should be a ceasefire, followed 
by peace talks, and then a peace 
agreement.
Express�ng hope that an agreement 
would be reached between the U.S. and 
Russ�a, Sz�jjarto sa�d, “If there �s a U.S.-
Russ�a agreement and these two 
countr�es ma�nta�n normal and c�v�l�zed 
relat�ons, h�story tells us that th�s w�ll be 
benefic�al not only for us but also for 
global peace. I hope the pro-war 
supporters �n Brussels w�ll not be able to 
prevent th�s.”



8 GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
Apr�l 2025

Celebrated every year on March 21, 
Nevruz Bayramı stands out as a day 
that symbol�zes the arr�val of spr�ng, 

w�th each nat�on embedd�ng �t w�th�n �ts 
own cultural values.
Prof. Dr. Serdar Uğurlu, Head of the Turk�sh 
Folk L�terature Department at Bolu Abant 
İzzet Baysal Un�vers�ty (BAİBÜ) Faculty of 
Sc�ence and Letters, descr�bed Nevruz as a 
sacred beg�nn�ng, stat�ng, "March 21 marks 
the end of harsh w�nter, m�sfortunes, 
�llnesses, troubles, and d�ff�cult�es, and the 
start of a new year filled w�th health, well-
be�ng, abundance, and prosper�ty."
Uğurlu emphas�zed that Nevruz, celebrated 
across a vast reg�on, represents the 
awaken�ng of the earth, the arr�val of spr�ng, 
and a symbol of brotherhood, fr�endsh�p, and 
sol�dar�ty.
H�ghl�ght�ng �ts �mportance for commun�t�es 
engaged �n an�mal husbandry, Uğurlu 
expla�ned, "e new year and spr�ng have 
been cons�dered sacred and celebrated 
because �t �s the t�me when fresh grass beg�ns 
to grow, allow�ng an�mals to graze on green 
pastures once aga�n. Nevruz �s a sacred 
beg�nn�ng because �t s�gn�fies the end of 
w�nter's hardsh�ps and the start of a 
prosperous new year on March 21."
He further noted that for Turks, all sacred 
beg�nn�ngs are equated w�th Nevruz, add�ng, 
"For �nstance, March 21 �s the day of 
emergence from Ergenekon and �s even 
cons�dered the day of Adam’s creat�on. at 
�s also a sacred beg�nn�ng. March 21 �s also 
regarded as the day Hacı Bektaş Vel� arr�ved 
�n Anatol�a."

"e Trad�t�on of Celebrat�ng Nevruz Has 
Pers�sted for Centur�es �n the Turk�c 
World”
Uğurlu po�nted out that wh�le the trad�t�on 
of celebrat�ng Nevruz has been upheld for 
centur�es �n the Turk�c world, �ts observance 
�n Anatol�a �s not as strong and v�brant as 
before. He suggested that c�v�l soc�ety 
organ�zat�ons and relevant �nst�tut�ons should 
take steps to rev�ve and promote �ts 
w�despread celebrat�on.
"W�th the contr�but�ons of these �nst�tut�ons 
and organ�zat�ons, nat�onal fest�vals l�ke th�s 
should cont�nue to be observed through 
trad�t�onal v�llage plays, fire-l�ght�ng 
ceremon�es, and fire-jump�ng r�tuals," he 
stated.
Shar�ng deta�ls of local celebrat�ons, Uğurlu 
ment�oned that �n the Seben d�str�ct of Bolu, 

the Nevruz fire �s l�t annually on Nevruz H�ll, 
located at an alt�tude of 1,400 meters.
"On March 21, a fire �s l�t on th�s h�ll to 
announce Nevruz. S�nce �t appears to �gn�te 
by �tself from a d�stance, �t �s called the 
'Sacred F�re' �n the reg�on. ere are s�m�lar 
fire-l�t h�lls �n Bolu, Mudurnu, Göynük, and 
var�ous parts of Anatol�a," he expla�ned.
Emphas�z�ng that Nevruz encompasses the 
ent�re Turk�c world, Uğurlu h�ghl�ghted that 
�ts r�tuals are pract�ced �n s�m�lar ways across 
d�fferent reg�ons, w�th the Nevruz fire 
symbol�z�ng the cont�nuat�on of an anc�ent 
trad�t�on.

Nevruz Celebrat�ons �n Kyrgyzstan
In Kyrgyzstan, Nevruz Bayramı, 
symbol�z�ng the arr�val of spr�ng, was 
celebrated w�th great enthus�asm.
e B�shkek C�ty Mun�c�pal�ty organ�zed a 
celebrat�on event at Turdakun Usubal�yev 
Square, attended by Cab�net of M�n�sters 
Cha�rman Adılbek Kasımal�yev, B�shkek 
Mayor Aybek Cunuşal�yev, mun�c�pal 
off�c�als, assoc�at�on representat�ves, and 
c�t�zens.
e event began w�th a theatr�cal 
performance dep�ct�ng the arr�val of Nevruz 
and nature’s awaken�ng, followed by a staged 
representat�on of �nv�t�ng people to plant 
crops.

"Nevruz �s a Part of Our Sp�r�tual Culture”
Congratulat�ng the publ�c on Nevruz 
Bayramı, Kasımal�yev remarked, "Nevruz �s a 
part of our sp�r�tual culture and a trad�t�onal 
fest�val of Eastern c�v�l�zat�on."
Express�ng h�s w�sh for last�ng harmony and 
prosper�ty �n Kyrgyzstan, Kasımal�yev stated, 
"May the fire of un�ty and well-be�ng always 
burn �n the hearts of our mult�nat�onal 
people, and may the tables of abundance 
never be empty."
Recall�ng that th�s year Nevruz co�nc�ded 
w�th the holy month of Ramadan, he 
extended h�s w�shes for accepted prayers and 
fast�ng.
Kasımal�yev also emphas�zed that the 
peaceful resolut�on of the border �ssue 
between Kyrgyzstan and Taj�k�stan �s a 
s�gn�ficant "fest�val" for the people of both 
countr�es.
Dur�ng the celebrat�ons, trad�t�onal Kyrgyz 
customs were showcased �n spec�ally set-up 
yurts, wh�le outdoor spaces hosted 
trad�t�onal games. e event concluded w�th 

performances by ch�ldren’s and adult folklore 
groups and a concert by local art�sts.
Cha�rman of the Aksakals (Elders) Counc�l, 
Ömürbek Ümetal�yev, extended h�s greet�ngs 
for both Nevruz Bayramı and the month of 
Ramadan to all Musl�ms.

Pres�dent Caparov Welcomed Nevruz �n 
Osh
Meanwh�le, Kyrgyz Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov 
part�c�pated �n the fest�v�t�es organ�zed by the 
Osh mun�c�pal�ty.
Speak�ng at the event, Caparov stated, "We 
have set a path to bu�ld a new Kyrgyzstan, 
and we are str�v�ng to establ�sh order �n every 
sector to ach�eve th�s goal."
He also h�ghl�ghted the recent resolut�on of 
border �ssues w�th ne�ghbor�ng countr�es, 
emphas�z�ng the progress made �n th�s 
regard.

Nevruz Celebrat�ons �n Turkmen�stan
Recogn�zed on UNESCO’s L�st of Intang�ble 
Cultural Her�tage of Human�ty, Nevruz 
Bayramı �s be�ng celebrated w�th joy and 
enthus�asm across the Turk�c reg�on, 
�nclud�ng Turkmen�stan.
e ma�n fest�v�t�es are be�ng held �n the 
Nevruz Plateau of Anev c�ty, where a 
trad�t�onal Turkmen v�llage has been set up.
e celebrat�ons, attended by government 
off�c�als, representat�ves of publ�c �nst�tut�ons, 
and d�plomats, featured the preparat�on of 
the trad�t�onal dessert "semen�" as a w�sh for 
a prosperous year, along w�th performances 
by Ahalteke horses.
A two-day publ�c hol�day has been declared 
�n the country, and concerts are be�ng held as 
part of the celebrat�ons.

Ongo�ng Nevruz Fest�v�t�es �n Kazakhstan
In Kazakhstan, Nevruz Bayramı, a harb�nger 
of spr�ng, �s be�ng celebrated w�th var�ous 
events.
To mark the occas�on, a five-day publ�c 
hol�day has been declared, and trad�t�onal 
Kazakh v�llage-style setups have been 
establ�shed �n the cap�tal, Astana.
Wh�te yurts have been erected �n des�gnated 
areas, host�ng concerts, folk dance 
performances, and trad�t�onal sports 
compet�t�ons.
An exh�b�t�on showcas�ng trad�t�onal 
hand�cras �s also ava�lable, where v�s�tors 
are treated to "Nevruz Köje," a staple of 
Kazakhstan’s Nevruz feast.
Ch�ldren eagerly l�ne up to take photos w�th 
eagles and tazy hunt�ng dogs.
Pres�dent Kassym-Jomart Tokayev attended 
the Nevruz celebrat�on at the Expo Fa�r 
Center �n Astana, extend�ng h�s greet�ngs to 
the publ�c.
"S�nce anc�ent t�mes, our ancestors have 
celebrated th�s fest�val as the moment when 
n�ght and day become equal and l�fe �s 
rev�ved," Tokayev stated.
He emphas�zed the symbol�c s�gn�ficance of 
Nevruz co�nc�d�ng w�th Ramadan, say�ng, 
"Our trad�t�ons are deeply connected to our 
fa�th."
Tokayev also noted that Nevruz Bayramı has 
a un�que atmosphere �n Kazakhstan, 
attract�ng fore�gn v�s�tors �nterested �n 

explor�ng the country’s r�ch cultural her�tage.

Nevruz Fest�v�t�es �n Azerba�jan
In Baku, the h�stor�c İçər�şəhər (Old C�ty) 
was the focal po�nt of Nevruz celebrat�ons, 
draw�ng large crowds.
e fest�v�t�es featured performances by 
var�ous mus�c groups, wh�le stalls showcased 
trad�t�onal food, cloth�ng, and hand�cras.
Among the h�ghl�ghts were l�vely 
performances by "Kosa and Keçel" and 
"Bahar Kız," folk dance groups, and thr�ll�ng 
acrobat�c shows.
A grand Nevruz fire was l�t �n İç�r�ş�h�r 
Square, where attendees gathered around to 
w�tness the performances.
W�th both Nevruz and Ramadan Bayramı 
approach�ng, Azerba�jan has declared a 
publ�c hol�day unt�l March 31, extend�ng the 
celebrat�ons.

Azerba�jan’s Nevruz Trad�t�ons 
Azerba�jan�s beg�n prepar�ng for Nevruz a 
month �n advance, celebrat�ng �t through 
four spec�al Tuesdays: Water, F�re, W�nd, and 
Earth Tuesdays.
On Water Tuesday, water �s spr�nkled around 
the house; on F�re Tuesday, bonfires are l�t �n 
ne�ghborhoods, and candles are l�t for each 
fam�ly member.
W�nd Tuesday follows s�m�lar customs, 
lead�ng up to the ma�n celebrat�on on Earth 
Tuesday, wh�ch �nvolves l�ght�ng large fires �n 
ne�ghborhoods and prepar�ng fest�ve meals.
Jump�ng over fire wh�le say�ng, "May my 
burdens and troubles stay �n the fire," 
fortune-tell�ng w�th r�ngs, egg pa�nt�ng, and 
rooster fights are among the trad�t�onal 
Nevruz customs �n Azerba�jan.
SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

e Enthus�asm of Nevruz 
Celebrat�ons Across the Turk�c World
From Turk�stan to the Balkans, March 21 �s celebrated 
annually as Nevruz Bayramı, �ncorporat�ng local 
trad�t�ons and bel�efs.
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İlham Al�yev Spoke to 
Euronews: Global Stab�l�ty W�ll 
Not Be Ach�eved Anyt�me Soon

zerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham AAl�yev po�nted out �n h�s 
statement that �n today's 

rap�dly chang�ng world, global stab�l�ty 
cannot be ensured �n the com�ng 
months or even years.
Speak�ng at the Global Baku Forum held 
�n the cap�tal of Azerba�jan, Al�yev sa�d 
that the world has entered a phase where 
"new rules and regulat�ons are be�ng 
outl�ned.”

"e old world order no longer seems to 
be here. erefore, no one knows what 
the new adjustment of �nternat�onal 
�nteract�on w�ll be. ere are d�fferent 
op�n�ons," he sa�d.
e Azerba�jan� leader added, "However, 
what �s absolutely clear �s that every 
country should focus more on �ts own 
capac�ty, not rely on any ass�stance, and 
not even count on �nternat�onal law."
Al�yev also stated that, part�cularly �n 
the case of Russ�a’s war �n Ukra�ne, key 
global actors prefer to be "real�st�c rather 
than opt�m�st�c" about the�r ab�l�ty to 
resolve major con��cts.

e Azerba�jan� leader sa�d, "Even �f the 
war stops, there �s no guarantee that �t 
w�ll not break out aga�n."
"For nearly 30 years, we have 
exper�enced a per�od �n wh�ch there was 
a ceasefire agreement between 
Azerba�jan and Armen�a. �s 
agreement was reached �n the spr�ng of 
1994, but that d�d not mean the war had 
ended. It only transformed, and a war 

only ends when there �s a peace 
agreement," he sa�d.
He po�nted out that the South Caucasus 
reg�on has exper�enced "con��ct and 
host�l�ty" for decades. Al�yev added, "It �s 
�mportant to protect the reg�on from the 
cr�ses surround�ng us.”

"Now we have relat�vely calm per�ods. 
erefore, we need to focus on 
establ�sh�ng �nclus�ve secur�ty 
mechan�sms, el�m�nat�ng the threat of 
another m�l�tary con��ct, and try�ng to 
l�ve �n ne�ghborly relat�ons as �t was 
dur�ng the Sov�et Un�on era.”

When Azerba�jan declared 
�ndependence �n October 1991, �t was 
one of the 15 soc�al�st republ�cs of the 
Sov�et Soc�al�st Republ�cs (USSR), along 
w�th other countr�es �n the reg�on. 
Wh�le Al�yev acknowledged that "not 
be�ng �ndependent" meant that no 
reg�onal country could plan �ts future, he 
also emphas�zed that the republ�cs 
cont�nued the�r "act�ve �nteract�on."
Speak�ng about the current state of 
relat�ons w�th Baku’s ne�ghbor Armen�a, 
the Azerba�jan� pres�dent sa�d that "the 
great advantage of today’s s�tuat�on" can 
be seen �n the qu�et per�od of the past 
five years.

However, he stressed that stab�l�ty can 
only be ach�eved through an agreement.
Al�yev concluded h�s speech by say�ng, 
"Unt�l a peace agreement �s s�gned, 
stab�l�ty �s not here."

Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev stated �n 
an �nterv�ew that ach�ev�ng global stab�l�ty �n 
the com�ng years �s unl�kely and emphas�zed 
the need for real�st�c expectat�ons regard�ng 
the resolut�on of major con��cts.

e Pres�dent of Kazakhstan 
S�gned a Decree on the 
Establ�shment of the Atom�c 
Energy Agency

s Kazakhstan plans to bu�ld A�ts first nuclear power plant 
follow�ng last year’s 

referendum, Pres�dent Tokayev has 
s�gned a decree for the establ�shment 
of an atom�c energy agency.
Accord�ng to the decree publ�shed on 
the webs�te of Akorda, the 
Pres�dent�al Press Serv�ce of 
Kazakhstan, the agency w�ll be 
establ�shed as a state �nst�tut�on 
d�rectly subord�nate to and 
accountable to the Pres�dent of the 
country.

THE COUNTRY’S ENERGY 
MINISTER APPOINTED AS 
AGENCY HEAD
e statement further noted that the 
agency w�ll assume the 
respons�b�l�t�es and author�t�es of the 
M�n�stry of Energy of Kazakhstan �n 
the fields of uran�um m�n�ng, the use 
of atom�c energy, ensur�ng publ�c 
protect�on from rad�at�on, and the 
establ�shment and operat�on of the 
Sem�palat�nsk nuclear safety zone.
In another pres�dent�al decree, �t was 
announced that Almassadam 
Satkal�yev, who had been serv�ng as 
the M�n�ster of Energy, was 
appo�nted as the head of the agency.

"THREE NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANTS NEED TO BE BUILT”
Tokayev first announced the 
establ�shment of the agency dur�ng a 
speech at the Nat�onal Kurulta� on 
March 14, stat�ng:
"e �ssue �s not just about meet�ng 

the country’s current energy needs. It 
�s strateg�cally �mportant for us to 
create a new energy �ndustry that w�ll 
prov�de a sol�d foundat�on for 
dynam�c econom�c development 
over the com�ng decades.
For th�s reason, I bel�eve that not 
one, but three nuclear power plants 
need to be bu�lt, ult�mately lead�ng to 
the creat�on of a fully-�edged nuclear 
cluster.”

"A CRITICAL DECISION FOR 
KAZAKHSTAN'S FUTURE”
e establ�shment of the agency 
follows the nat�onal referendum held 
�n October 2024, �n wh�ch 
approx�mately 71% of Kazakh 
c�t�zens voted �n favor of 
construct�ng the country’s first 
nuclear power plant.
Tokayev, who first proposed the 
referendum �n 2023, descr�bed �t as a 
cr�t�cal dec�s�on for Kazakhstan’s 
future. However, cr�t�c�sms regard�ng 
the construct�on of the plant have 
also been ra�sed.

e Pres�dent of Kazakhstan, Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev, has s�gned a decree on the 
establ�shment of an atom�c energy agency �n 
the country.
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OTS  Secretary General 
Meets w�th Sweden’s 
Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan, 
Taj�k�stan, Turkmen�stan, 
and Uzbek�stan

Secretary General of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
States (OTS), Ambassador Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev, rece�ved Sweden’s Ambassador to 
Kyrgyzstan, Taj�k�stan, Turkmen�stan, and 
Uzbek�stan, Tomas Danestad, at the OTS 
Secretar�at headquarters �n Istanbul.

ur�ng the meet�ng, the Dpart�es held �n-depth 
d�scuss�ons on the 

structure, current agenda, and future 
act�v�t�es of the Organ�zat�on. ey 
also explored opportun�t�es for 
cooperat�on between the OTS and 
Sweden, �nclud�ng strengthen�ng t�es 
w�th the EU and the Nord�c Counc�l.

Add�t�onally, both s�des exchanged 
v�ews on reg�onal and global 
developments h�gh on the 
�nternat�onal agenda.

Zelensky: We Expect the U.S. to 
Ensure an Uncond�t�onal 
Ceasefire �n the Black Sea

peak�ng at a jo�nt press Sconference w�th French 
Pres�dent Emmanuel Macron at 

the Élysée Palace �n Par�s, Zelensky 
addressed efforts to end the Russ�a-
Ukra�ne war, �nclud�ng d�scuss�ons 
held �n Saud� Arab�a. He noted that 
desp�te the ceasefire dec�s�ons made 
dur�ng these talks, Russ�a has 
cont�nued �ts attacks on Ukra�ne.
Argu�ng that Russ�a �s �ntent on 
prolong�ng the war, Zelensky 
emphas�zed the need for stronger, 
coord�nated steps from Ukra�ne's 
partners to truly br�ng the con��ct to 
an end.
He stressed the �mportance of a 
ceasefire �n the Black Sea but stated 
that Russ�a has begun �ntroduc�ng 
add�t�onal cond�t�ons for �t. "�s �s 
why we expect the Amer�can s�de to 
ensure uncond�t�onal s�lence (a 
ceasefire) at sea," he sa�d.

Respond�ng to a quest�on about 
Russ�a’s demand for the l��ng of 
sanct�ons �n exchange for ensur�ng a 

ceasefire �n the Black Sea, Zelensky 
clar�fied that the �ssue of sanct�ons was 
not d�scussed between the Ukra�n�an 
and U.S. delegat�ons dur�ng the 
meet�ngs �n Saud� Arab�a.
Zelensky also stated that h�s b�lateral 
meet�ng w�th Macron �ncluded 
d�scuss�ons on the poss�ble prov�s�on of 
add�t�onal French M�rage 2000 fighter 
jets to Ukra�ne.

Regard�ng secur�ty guarantees and the 
potent�al deployment of fore�gn troops 
�n Ukra�ne, Zelensky suggested that 
such a measure could be s�gn�ficant �n 
deterr�ng Russ�an aggress�on. If 
peacekeep�ng forces were stat�oned �n 
Ukra�ne, the�r pr�mary role would be 
to mon�tor and control the s�tuat�on on 
the ground, he expla�ned.
"No one wants to drag any country �nto 
war. e quota for mon�tor�ng �s very 
�mportant," Zelensky added.
He also announced that further 
d�scuss�ons on th�s �ssue would take 
place at an upcom�ng Ukra�ne summ�t 
�n Par�s.

Ukra�n�an Pres�dent Volodymyr Zelensky stated 
that the Un�ted States should pressure Russ�a to 
secure a ceasefire �n the Black Sea.
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Hungar�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Sz�jjarto: Turkey �s an 
Important Partner �n Ach�ev�ng Peace

Sz�jjarto stated that h�s country 
cons�ders Turkey an ally, a fr�end, 
and a strateg�c partner, 

emphas�z�ng that the two countr�es have 
managed to establ�sh a strateg�c 
relat�onsh�p �n the most cr�t�cal 
moments. He added that w�thout 
Turkey, �t would be �mposs�ble to 
d�scuss Hungary's energy secur�ty.
Express�ng grat�tude for Turkey's h�ghly 
rel�able role �n ensur�ng energy supply 
secur�ty, Sz�jjarto noted that �n 2024, 
trade volume between the two countr�es 
broke a record, br�ng�ng them even 
closer to ach�ev�ng the annual trade 
target of $6 b�ll�on.
H�ghl�ght�ng the efforts of Turkey and 
Hungary �n support�ng peace am�d the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne war, Sz�jjarto sa�d: "For 
the past three years, we have advocated 
for a ceasefire and called for peace talks. 
ose who now support a ceasefire were 
the same ones who cr�t�c�zed us for �t 
and treated ceasefire d�scuss�ons as a 
taboo subject."
Sz�jjarto stated that both countr�es could 
take pr�de �n ma�nta�n�ng th�s stance 
and emphas�zed that they pursued a 
real�st�c and common-sense fore�gn 
pol�cy strategy based on mutual respect.
Emphas�z�ng the �mportance of 
ach�ev�ng the�r annual goals, Sz�jjarto 
recalled that 2024 �s the Turk�sh-
Hungar�an Cultural Year, wh�ch �s 
s�gn�ficant �n recogn�z�ng the 
s�m�lar�t�es and cultural her�tage shared 
between the two nat�ons.
e m�n�ster also noted a major 
development �n energy cooperat�on �n 
2024, w�th the first sh�pment of Turk�sh 
gas reach�ng Hungary.
Referr�ng to the "Turkey-Hungary 
Sc�ence and Innovat�on Year" celebrated 
th�s year, Sz�jjarto sa�d that cooperat�on 
between the two countr�es would 

expand �nto modern �ndustr�es and 
energy, express�ng sat�sfact�on w�th th�s 
collaborat�on.

"If an Agreement �s Reached Between 
the U.S. and Russ�a, �s War Can 
End"
Speak�ng about the Russ�a-Ukra�ne war, 
Sz�jjarto stated: "We are currently 
hopeful that the war w�ll end. �s hope 
�s based on ongo�ng negot�at�ons 
between the U.S. and Russ�a over the 
past few years. Our pos�t�on �s very 
clear: �f an agreement �s reached 
between the U.S. and Russ�a, th�s war 
can end."
Sz�jjarto expressed h�s hope for 
successful negot�at�ons a�med at 
reach�ng an agreement and added: 
"Moreover, we expect Europe to adopt a 
stance that does not obstruct th�s peace 
process."
Recall�ng that Hungary �s a Central 
European country, Sz�jjarto shared h�s 
perspect�ve on Europe's secur�ty 
arch�tecture:
"We know what �t means to feel the 
world d�v�ded, to l�ve �n a world spl�t 
�nto blocs. We know what �t means to be 
�nvaded from the East and neglected by 
the West. We also know what �t means 
to lose 40 years of our l�ves by be�ng 
art�fic�ally �ncluded �n a bloc we d�d not 
want. We do not want those t�mes to 
return. We have no more decades to 
lose, wh�ch �s why we advocate for a 
un�fied European secur�ty arch�tecture. 
If you are talk�ng about a susta�nable 
and long-term peaceful and secure l�fe 
for the people of Europe, then you 
cannot exclude e�ther Russ�a or Turkey 
from these d�scuss�ons. Because �f you 
exclude a country w�th NATO's second-
largest army and a country possess�ng 
one of the world's largest nuclear 

arsenals, you w�ll not be able to bu�ld a 
susta�nable secur�ty arch�tecture for the 
cont�nent."
Sz�jjarto stressed that for Hungary, �t �s 
clear that Turkey and Russ�a must be 
�ncluded �n the preparat�on of th�s new 
European secur�ty arch�tecture.
"Turkey �s a Very Important Partner for 
Us”

Speak�ng about Turkey’s potent�al role 
�n Europe's secur�ty arch�tecture, 
Sz�jjarto stated: "When �t comes to the 
fight for peace, Turkey �s a very 
�mportant partner for us."
He po�nted out that Turkey and 
Hungary have represented th�s stance 
very well on the �nternat�onal stage over 
the past three years, stat�ng: "On 
�nternat�onal platforms such as Europe 
and NATO, the countr�es that have most 
oen spoken �n favor of peace were 
Hungary and Turkey. at �s why 
�nclud�ng a country that advocates 
peace �n the new secur�ty arch�tecture �s 
cruc�al."
"Before U.S. Pres�dent Donald Trump 
took off�ce, the only person who 
successfully undertook a med�at�on role 
�n the Russ�a-Ukra�ne war was Pres�dent 
Erdoğan. Everyone remembers the 
Black Sea Gra�n Agreement, wh�ch was 
undoubtedly a success of the Turk�sh 
government and �ts pres�dent," sa�d 
Sz�jjarto, emphas�z�ng the �mportance of 
Turkey’s med�at�on role.
He also stated: "When �t comes to 
rebu�ld�ng Europe's defense capac�ty, 
how can �t be poss�ble to exclude a 
country w�th NATO’s second-largest 
army?" Sz�jjarto emphas�zed that Turkey 
�s a key country �n ma�nta�n�ng peace 
and stab�l�ty and that th�s role should be 
acknowledged.

"We Are Always Ready to Do 
Whatever �s Necessary to Restore 
Peace to the Reg�on”
Address�ng a quest�on about Israel's 

v�olat�on of the ceasefire, Sz�jjarto 
expressed deep sorrow over the events 
that have been unfold�ng �n the reg�on 
s�nce October 7, 2023.
M�n�ster Sz�jjarto sa�d: "We are deeply 
saddened by the fa�lure to uphold the 
or�g�nal agreement to cont�nue the 
ceasefire," add�ng that he hopes for a 
sw� return to peace �n the reg�on, 
part�cularly cons�der�ng the suffer�ng of 
fam�l�es and ch�ldren who have no 
connect�on to the con��ct.
Emphas�z�ng that the events �n Gaza 
pose a r�sk of escalat�ng tens�ons �n the 
reg�on, Sz�jjarto urged attent�on to what 
�s happen�ng �n Lebanon, Syr�a, and 
ne�ghbor�ng areas, stat�ng:
"As Hungar�ans, we are always ready to 
do whatever �s necessary to restore 
peace to that reg�on. We are concerned 
that the con��cts �n Ukra�ne and the 
M�ddle East could merge, creat�ng 
ser�ous r�sks for global secur�ty."
Netanyahu’s Poss�ble V�s�t to Hungary 
Desp�te the ICC Arrest Warrant

Respond�ng to a quest�on about Israel� 
Pr�me M�n�ster Benjam�n Netanyahu's 
planned v�s�t to Hungary �n Apr�l 
desp�te the Internat�onal Cr�m�nal 
Court (ICC) arrest warrant and poss�ble 
�nternat�onal react�ons, Sz�jjarto sa�d: 
"Whatever we do �n fore�gn pol�cy, we 
usually rece�ve strong react�ons from all 
s�des. �s �s noth�ng new and �s not 
surpr�s�ng.”

Sz�jjarto noted that Hungary hosts a 
large Jew�sh populat�on and has good 
relat�ons w�th Israel.
Regard�ng the ICC dec�s�on, Sz�jjarto 
stated: "L�ke many other �nternat�onal 
�nst�tut�ons, the ICC faces challenges 
such as b�as, lack of balance, and 
pol�t�c�zat�on. at �s why we 
Hungar�ans have not recons�dered our 
relat�onsh�p w�th the ICC or our 
part�c�pat�on �n �ts act�v�t�es. Our 
government w�ll soon make a dec�s�on 
on th�s matter."

Dur�ng h�s v�s�t to Turkey, Sz�jjarto d�scussed 
var�ous top�cs, �nclud�ng Turkey-Hungary 
relat�ons, the reshap�ng of Europe's secur�ty 
arch�tecture, and global �ssues.
Hungar�an M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs and 
Trade, Peter Sz�jjarto, speak�ng about 
Europe's secur�ty arch�tecture, sa�d: "If you 
are talk�ng about a susta�nable and long-term 
peaceful and secure l�fe for the people of 
Europe, then you cannot exclude e�ther 
Russ�a or Turkey from these d�scuss�ons.”
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e Brotherhood Between Türk�ye 
and Azerba�jan Also Stands Out 
�n the Cultural Sphere
e deep-rooted bond between Türk�ye and 
Azerba�jan �s prom�nently re�ected �n culture and 
l�terature.

he 10th Internat�onal Istanbul TPubl�sh�ng Fellowsh�p was 
�naugurated at Ram� L�brary. 

Organ�zed by the Turk�sh Pr�nt�ng and 
Publ�sh�ng Profess�onal Assoc�at�on 
(TBYM) w�th support from the M�n�stry 
of Culture and Tour�sm and the Press 
and Publ�sh�ng Assoc�at�on, the event 
brought together numerous nat�onal and 
�nternat�onal publ�shers. �s year, 
publ�shers from 75 countr�es 
part�c�pated, a�m�ng to make s�gn�ficant 
contr�but�ons to �nternat�onal copyr�ght 
exchanges.

Esad Aslanoğlu, represent�ng M�mta 
Publ�sh�ng from Azerba�jan, expressed 
h�s thoughts on the program, stat�ng that 
th�s was the�r fih t�me attend�ng. He 
noted that compared to prev�ous years, 
the event had drawn even more 
publ�shers and had been executed �n a 
more structured manner.
Over t�me, publ�shers have had the 
opportun�ty to connect w�th one another, 
Aslanoğlu expla�ned. He emphas�zed that 
the Istanbul Publ�sh�ng Fellowsh�p has 
become a key meet�ng po�nt for 
publ�shers worldw�de. He also expressed 
a des�re to br�ng a s�m�lar exper�ence to 
Azerba�jan, shar�ng knowledge and best 
pract�ces �n the publ�sh�ng �ndustry. "�s 
program serves as an excellent example," 
he added.
H�ghl�ght�ng the strong cultural and 
l�terary t�es between Türk�ye and 
Azerba�jan, Aslanoğlu remarked:
"ere �s no other example l�ke th�s 
between two nat�ons. We are brothers, 
and th�s bond �s ev�dent �n our cultural 
and l�terary spheres. If you ask 
Azerba�jan� readers about Turk�sh 
authors, they w�ll answer as �f they were 
the�r own. Many have read works by 
Turk�sh wr�ters. S�nce Azerba�jan’s 
publ�sh�ng �ndustry �s st�ll �n a 
developmental phase follow�ng the Sov�et 
era, a new generat�on of wr�ters and 

readers has emerged, and they need an 
example to follow. Türk�ye prov�des that 
example, both nat�onally, culturally, and 
�deolog�cally. I bel�eve th�s progress w�ll 
cont�nue at an even faster pace �n the 
future.”

"Every Publ�sher Now Ut�l�zes AI 
Tools”
Aslanoğlu also touched on the �mpact of 
art�fic�al �ntell�gence (AI) on the 
publ�sh�ng �ndustry, compar�ng �t to 
other major h�stor�cal advancements that 
have pos�t�vely �n�uenced human�ty.
He acknowledged concerns regard�ng 
copyr�ght and des�gn �ssues but 
emphas�zed that publ�sh�ng st�ll heav�ly 
rel�es on human creat�v�ty. erefore, he 
bel�eves AI w�ll ult�mately have a pos�t�ve 
�mpact on the �ndustry.

Not�ng that AI tools are already be�ng 
used �n book cover des�gns, Aslanoğlu 
expla�ned:
"Of course, every publ�sher now benefits 
from AI tools. We also use them for 
cover des�gns, but the key �s to add an 
�dea, a v�s�on, and a creat�ve thought to 
them. ese tools can be used pos�t�vely, 
but �n the end, �t �s st�ll us who do the 
actual work."
Dur�ng panel d�scuss�ons at the Istanbul 
Publ�sh�ng Fellowsh�p, publ�shers from 
the Un�ted States, the Un�ted K�ngdom, 
and other countr�es shared the�r 
exper�ences. Many vo�ced concerns 
about AI models and the unrestr�cted 
use of copyr�ghted content onl�ne.
"ere �s no concrete solut�on yet," 
Aslanoğlu sa�d. "Legal regulat�ons are 
be�ng developed, and some examples are 
emerg�ng. I bel�eve a resolut�on w�ll be 
found �n the near future."
Conclud�ng h�s remarks, Aslanoğlu 
expressed h�s asp�rat�on to establ�sh a 
publ�sh�ng program �n Azerba�jan �n 
collaborat�on w�th Türk�ye �n the com�ng 
years.

Pres�dent of the TRNC 
Tatar: e pat�ence of the 
Turk�sh Cypr�ot people has 
run out

res�dent Tatar arr�ved �n PTurkey to hold meet�ngs 
ahead of the talks scheduled �n 

Geneva on March 17-18. Before h�s 
meet�ng w�th V�ce Pres�dent Cevdet 
Yılmaz, Tatar made a statement.
Regard�ng the �nformal meet�ng to be 
held �n Geneva, Tatar sa�d, "We w�ll 
s�ncerely express there that we can 
prov�de much more prosperous 
futures for both the Greek Cypr�ot 
and Turk�sh Cypr�ot people together, 
and that all of these pos�t�ve and 
construct�ve approaches should be 
accepted by the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty w�thout further delay."
Tatar emphas�zed the �mportance of 
ma�nta�n�ng peace, tranqu�l�ty, and 
secur�ty �n Cyprus and stated that an 
agreement could be reached �n Cyprus 
based on equal sovere�gnty and equal 
�nternat�onal status, through 
cooperat�on between the two states. 
He also ment�oned that he would have 
the opportun�ty to convey th�s 
message to the �nterlocutors �n 
Geneva.

"THE PATIENCE OF THE 
TURKISH CYPRIOT PEOPLE HAS 
RUN OUT”

Tatar cont�nued by stat�ng that the 
pat�ence of the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people 
was runn�ng out due to the embargoes 
and �solat�on that the TRNC has been 
subjected to for years. He sa�d: 
"Because �n Cyprus, there are two 
ma�n components: the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people, who are a sovere�gn 
people, and the Greek Cypr�ot people, 
who are also a sovere�gn people, but 
on the other hand, there �s a 
recogn�zed state. Aer the Annan 
Plan, the Republ�c of Cyprus (Greek 
Cypr�ot Adm�n�strat�on) became an 
EU member state. However, on th�s 
s�de, the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people are 
st�ll subjected to embargoes and 
var�ous hardsh�ps. e�r pat�ence on 
these �ssues has run out, and we w�ll 
express there that �nternat�onal 
�solat�on must be l�ed.”

Tatar emphas�zed that the TRNC's 
greatest advantage �s the strengthen�ng 
of �ts motherland and guarantor 
country, Turkey. He po�nted out 
Turkey's success �n the defense 
�ndustry and �ts pos�t�on to have a say 
�n reg�onal and global balances.

Ahead of the Cyprus talks to be held �n Geneva 
on March 17-18, the Pres�dent of the Turk�sh 
Republ�c of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), Ers�n 
Tatar, stated that the pat�ence of the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people has run out due to the embargoes.
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UN Dec�des to Reduce 
Presence �n Gaza Follow�ng 
Israel's Resumpt�on of 
Attacks
Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Secretary-General 
Anton�o Guterres has dec�ded to reduce the 
organ�zat�on's presence �n Gaza follow�ng 
Israel's resumpt�on of attacks �n the reg�on.

N Secretary-General USpokesperson Stéphane 
Dujarr�c made a statement 

on the matter dur�ng the da�ly press 
br�efing.
H�ghl�ght�ng Israel's horr�fic attacks last 
week that resulted �n the deaths of 
hundreds of c�v�l�ans, Dujarr�c noted 
that UN personnel were also among the 
casualt�es.

Dujarr�c recalled that Israel has not 
allowed human�tar�an a�d access s�nce 
the beg�nn�ng of March, stat�ng, "For 
th�s reason, the UN Secretary-General 
has been forced to make the d�ff�cult 
dec�s�on to reduce the organ�zat�on's 
presence �n Gaza. �s dec�s�on comes 
at a t�me when c�v�l�an human�tar�an 
a�d and protect�on needs are �ncreas�ng. 
We are not abandon�ng Gaza. We w�ll 
cont�nue to prov�de a�d to ensure the 
surv�val and protect�on of c�v�l�ans."
In th�s context, Dujarr�c stated that the 
number of �nternat�onal personnel �n 
Gaza would be reduced. He noted that 
currently, approx�mately 100 
�nternat�onal UN staff members are �n 
Gaza, and 30 of them w�ll be 
w�thdrawn.

Dujarr�c also ment�oned that Israel� 
author�t�es �ntend to cont�nue the�r 
"m�l�tary act�v�t�es" �n Gaza and 
confirmed that the attack on March 19, 
wh�ch resulted �n the deaths of UN 
personnel, was carr�ed out by Israel.

He emphas�zed that Guterres strongly 
condemns Israel's attack and has called 
for a comprehens�ve and �ndependent 
�nvest�gat�on �nto the �nc�dent.
Numerous UN Agenc�es to Be Affected
Respond�ng to a quest�on about why 
UN operat�ons have been affected, 
Dujarr�c expla�ned that Israel’s attacks 
have once aga�n d�splaced people and 
prevented the entry of human�tar�an 
a�d, s�gn�ficantly �mpact�ng rel�ef 
efforts.

He also noted that local personnel have 
taken on the major�ty of the work.
Regard�ng wh�ch UN agenc�es w�ll be 
affected by the reduct�on �n presence, 
Dujarr�c stated that the Off�ce for the 
Coord�nat�on of Human�tar�an Affa�rs 
(OCHA), the World Food Programme 
(WFP), the Un�ted Nat�ons Ch�ldren's 
Fund (UNICEF), the World Health 
Organ�zat�on (WHO), the Un�ted 
Nat�ons Development Programme 
(UNDP), and the Un�ted Nat�ons 
Populat�on Fund (UNFPA) w�ll be 
among those �mpacted.

Pres�dent of the Turk�sh 
Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus Tatar Comments on 
Informal Cyprus Meet�ng
Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) Ers�n Tatar commented on the 
Un�ted Nat�ons' expanded-format Cyprus 
meet�ng, stat�ng, "If they �nv�ted us here know�ng 
that there �s no common ground, �t means that 
our two-state pol�cy �s mak�ng progress.”

Tatar made h�s remarks 
regard�ng the expanded-format 
Cyprus meet�ng held �n 

Geneva under the ausp�ces of UN 
Secretary-General Anton�o Guterres. 
He noted that they had been �n Geneva 
w�th a construct�ve approach, 
express�ng grat�tude to Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Hakan F�dan and h�s team for 
the�r full support.

Tatar stated, "It was very �mportant for 
us that Turkey was by our s�de here." 
He recalled that for a long t�me, 
�nstead of b�lateral meet�ngs, he had 
been advocat�ng for an env�ronment 
where the Turk�sh Cypr�ots could be 
stronger and have the�r r�ghts and 
�nterests protected, w�th the 
part�c�pat�on of both motherlands. He 
emphas�zed that the meet�ng had taken 
place �n such an env�ronment.

"In 2021, It Became Clear ere Was 
No Common Ground”
Tatar recalled that they had attended 
another �nformal meet�ng �n Geneva 
four years ago and sa�d that aer he 
became pres�dent, there had been 
s�gn�ficant react�ons when the pol�t�cs 
of sovere�gn equal�ty and �nternat�onal 
status were first ra�sed.

“However, �n the end, we real�zed that 
we should not enter a process based on 
a federat�on, as they have always been 
unsuccessful, and we know very well 
what happened dur�ng the Annan 
Plan,” the TRNC Pres�dent remarked. 
He also rem�nded that dur�ng Crans-
Montana, the Greek Cypr�ots rejected 
all proposals, and all opportun�t�es had 
been exhausted.
Tatar stated that w�th Turkey's full 
support, they had opened a new 

chapter and reached the po�nt where 
they are today, but emphas�zed that �n 
2021, �t became clear that there was no 
common ground.
“If they �nv�ted us here know�ng that 
there �s no common ground, �t means 
that our two-state pol�cy �s mak�ng 
progress. In Cyprus, there are two 
s�des, two peoples, and two states, and 
�f there �s to be a solut�on �n Cyprus, 
cooperat�on between the two must 
come first. e culture of cooperat�on 
must be developed beforehand."
Tatar noted that the seeds of 
cooperat�on culture were be�ng planted 
at the meet�ng and that the UN 
Secretary-General's personal 
representat�ve had been appo�nted as 
part of th�s process.

Plans for Cooperat�on and New 
Border Cross�ngs
Tatar ment�oned that work would 
cont�nue for cooperat�on �n areas such 
as solar energy �n the buffer zone, 
cemetery arrangements, and other 
matters. He also recalled that the 
proposal he made for open�ng two new 
border cross�ngs had not been 
accepted prev�ously.
However, Tatar stated that new border 
cross�ngs could be opened for the 
benefit of both s�des, to �ncrease trade 
and tour�sm, and to ease movement. 
“e Secretary-General sa�d that four 
gates could be opened. ese are 
�mportant steps and developments,” he 
sa�d.

e meet�ng �n Geneva, �ntended to 
determ�ne a future path for the Cyprus 
�ssue, brought together representat�ves 
from both the Turk�sh Cypr�ot and 
Greek Cypr�ot s�des, as well as the 
guarantor countr�es Turkey, Greece, 
and the UK.
e meet�ng was attended by TRNC 
Pres�dent Tatar, Fore�gn M�n�ster 
F�dan, South Cyprus Pres�dent N�kos 
Chr�stodoul�des, Greek Fore�gn 
M�n�ster G�orgos Gerapetr�t�s, and the 
UK's M�n�ster of State for Europe and 
North Amer�ca Stephen Doughty, 
along w�th the�r respect�ve delegat�ons.



he government of TUzbek�stan �s pursu�ng 
an amb�t�ous tour�sm 

expans�on. However, h�stor�ans 
�n the country bel�eve that th�s 
could lead to negat�ve outcomes 
�n the long run.
Accord�ng to the Br�t�sh 
broadcaster BBC, new hotels are 
be�ng bu�lt all around the streets 
of Bukhara.

"THE ONLY MARKETING 
LEVER IS THE SILK ROAD”
In many reg�ons, from the 
cap�tal Tashkent to the h�stor�c 
c�ty of Kh�va, her�tage s�tes are 
now �ntertw�ned w�th hotels.
Svetlana Gorshen�na from 
AlerteHer�tage, an organ�zat�on 
a�m�ng to preserve the country's 
h�stor�c s�tes, sa�d, "e S�lk 
Road concept �s be�ng appl�ed 
everywhere. Restaurants, shops, 
tours, travel agenc�es... �s has 
become our only market�ng 
lever. It's a k�nd of self-
or�ental�sm."
Over the last five years, 
Uzbek�stan has cl�mbed 16 
spots, reach�ng 78th place out of 
119 countr�es �n terms of tour�st 
v�s�ts.

THEY WANT TO PROMOTE 
UZBEK CULTURE
Efforts are be�ng made �n 
restaurants and cafes to 
showcase the nat�onal cu�s�ne, 
and �n museums to promote 
Uzbek culture.
On the outsk�rts of the old c�ty, 
an enterta�nment complex called 
"Eternal Bukhara" w�ll be bu�lt. 
In�t�al plans reported �n the local 

press descr�bed �t as an 
"ethnograph�c park" that would 
recreate trad�t�onal Uzbek 
bu�ld�ngs l�ke tea houses.

HOTELS, SHOPPING, AND 
ABSTRACT ART
However, the 3D draw�ngs 
plastered on the h�gh walls 
surround�ng the construct�on 
s�te show �nstead modern 
shopp�ng malls and sparkl�ng 
founta�ns adorned w�th abstract 
art.

Tour�sm compan�es also plan to 
bu�ld a ser�es of five-star hotels 
w�th up to 700 rooms w�th�n the 
fac�l�ty.

"IT RISKS BECOMING THE 
VENICE OF THE DESERT”
An Uzbek arch�tect ra�sed 
concerns about the negat�ve 
consequences that the tour�sm 
boom could br�ng, stat�ng, 
"Every year more tour�sts come. 
I’ve always thought of Bukhara 
as a l�v�ng organ�sm. �s 
organ�sm �s becom�ng weaker 
and more frag�le. It shouldn’t be 
just a place for tour�sts, the 
people l�v�ng there should be 
cons�dered too. It r�sks 
becom�ng the Ven�ce of the 
Desert.”

Add�t�onally, med�cal fac�l�t�es 
w�ll also be constructed to cater 
to a new type of tour�st 
Uzbek�stan �s try�ng to attract: 
v�s�tors com�ng for affordable 
healthcare, rang�ng from 
dent�stry to plast�c surgery.

e Dark S�de of Tour�sm �n Uzbek�stan: 
"It Could Be the Ven�ce of the Desert”
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Uzbek�stan's 
amb�t�ous tour�sm 
�n�t�at�ve has the 
potent�al to 
transform the 
country's h�stor�c 
c�t�es �nto a "Ven�ce 
of the Desert" �n the 
long term. In�t�al 
plans reported �n the 
local press suggest 
the recreat�on of 
trad�t�onal Uzbek 
bu�ld�ngs l�ke tea 
houses, but the 
real�ty on the ground 
�s very d�fferent. e 
3D draw�ngs 
plastered on h�gh 
walls surround�ng 
construct�on areas 
dep�ct modern 
shopp�ng malls and 
sparkl�ng founta�ns 
adorned w�th 
abstract art.

Anatol�a’s Fragrant 
Treasure: yme

row�ng �n the mounta�ns, pla�ns, and rugged Gcl�ffs of Turkey, thyme �s not only an 
�nd�spensable �ngred�ent �n our k�tchens but 

also a source of heal�ng. Although commonly known 
as a s�ngle plant, Turkey �s a true parad�se �n terms of 
thyme var�et�es. ere are over 50 spec�es of thyme 
grow�ng �n our country, many of wh�ch are endem�c, 
mean�ng they ex�st only �n Anatol�a.

e �mpress�ve power of thyme comes from �ts act�ve 
med�c�nal compounds. e most well-known among 
them are thymol and carvacrol. ese two substances 
stand out for the�r strong ant�sept�c and ant�m�crob�al 
propert�es. ymol supports the �mmune system, 
protect�ng the body aga�nst �nfect�ons, wh�le carvacrol 
has a sooth�ng effect, part�cularly on the resp�ratory 
system. Add�t�onally, rosmar�n�c ac�d and �avono�ds 
enhance the ant�ox�dant capac�ty of thyme spec�es, 
protect�ng cells and slow�ng down ag�ng.

e heal�ng effects of thyme are countless:
• Resp�ratory Health and Immun�ty: yme tea �s a 
natural remedy for sore throat, cough, and bronch�t�s. 
When �nhaled as steam, �t helps clear the s�nuses.
• D�gest�on and Stomach Health: It soothes the 
stomach, st�mulates the �ntest�nes, and rel�eves 
�nd�gest�on. It �s also h�ghly effect�ve aga�nst gas pa�ns.
• Heart and Vascular Health: yme supports blood 
c�rculat�on and helps prevent arter�oscleros�s. anks 
to �ts polyphenol content, �t also protects the heart.
• Natural Pa�n Rel�ever: yme o�l allev�ates muscle 
pa�n and prov�des rel�ef for rheumat�c cond�t�ons.
• Sk�n and Ha�r Care: Due to �ts ant�sept�c propert�es, �t 
�s used �n the treatment of sk�n d�seases, strengthens 
ha�r foll�cles, and prevents dandruff.

For thousands of years, thyme has been used �n both 
trad�t�onal med�c�ne and cu�s�ne �n Anatol�a. Today, �t 
has a w�de range of appl�cat�ons, from pharmaceut�cal 
med�c�nes to the cosmet�cs �ndustry. However, �t �s 
essent�al to consume th�s un�que g� of nature w�th 
awareness. Some h�ghly aromat�c spec�es w�th h�gh 
thymol content may cause stomach sens�t�v�ty �f 
consumed excess�vely.

As th�s m�raculous plant cont�nues to grow across 
Turkey, deeply rooted �n our so�l, �t also opens the 
doors to a health�er l�fe for us. yme �s not just a plant 
of Anatol�a; �t �s also an anc�ent her�tage.
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eskov answered journal�sts' Pquest�ons on current �ssues.

Referr�ng to the agreement reached 
between the U.S. and Russ�a to halt 
attacks on o�l refiner�es and energy 
p�pel�nes �n Ukra�ne, Peskov noted 
that �t �s val�d for 30 days start�ng 
from March 18.

He po�nted out that Ukra�ne has not 
compl�ed w�th th�s agreement and 
has recently attempted attacks on 
Russ�an energy �nfrastructure 
fac�l�t�es, stat�ng, "Of course, th�s 
must be adhered to."
Regard�ng the Black Sea In�t�at�ve, 
wh�ch a�ms to ensure the safety of 
nav�gat�on and prevent commerc�al 
sh�ps from be�ng used for m�l�tary 
purposes, Peskov sa�d:
"�s �n�t�at�ve can be react�vated 
once certa�n cond�t�ons are met. 
ese cond�t�ons are almost �dent�cal 
to those outl�ned �n the �n�t�at�ve 
guaranteed by Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) 
Secretary-General Anton�o Guterres. 
In the prev�ous agreement, all 
cond�t�ons were fulfilled except those 
concern�ng Russ�a. �s t�me, just�ce 
must be ensured. We w�ll cont�nue 
our work on th�s �ssue w�th the 
Amer�cans.”

Peskov emphas�zed that contacts 
w�th the U.S. are ongo�ng, stat�ng, 

"ese contacts are cont�nu�ng 
�ntens�vely. anks to these 
d�scuss�ons, a l�st of energy fac�l�t�es 
�n Russ�a and Ukra�ne where attacks 
w�ll be halted was qu�ckly agreed 
upon. We are pleased w�th the 
development of a construct�ve, 
pragmat�c, and effect�ve d�alogue 
w�th the U.S."
H�ghl�ght�ng the s�gn�ficant potent�al 
for cooperat�on �n the Arct�c, Peskov 
expressed Russ�a’s w�ll�ngness to 
engage �n collaborat�on �n th�s 
reg�on.

"Ch�ș�nău Must Ensure Freedom of 
Movement for All Pol�t�cal Forces”
Comment�ng on the arrest of 
Yevgen�ya Gutsul, the head of the 
Gagauz Autonomous Reg�on of the 
Republ�c of Moldova, Peskov 
condemned the act�on, stat�ng:
"e Moldovan government �s 
exert�ng pressure on pol�t�c�ans who 
are r�vals to (Pres�dent Ma�a) Sandu. 
e methods be�ng used are outs�de 
the norms of democracy. Ch�ș�nău 
has chosen a tact�c of d�sregard�ng 
the rule of law, democrat�c 
pr�nc�ples, and pol�t�cal plural�sm 
wh�le openly suppress�ng all pol�t�cal 
opponents. Ch�ș�nău must abandon 
such pract�ces and ensure the 
freedom of movement for all 
pol�t�cal forces �n the country.”

e Vo�ce of the 
New Generat�on: 
Generat�on Z 
Meets the State

Each generat�on exper�ences �ts 
own era, asks �ts own quest�ons, 
and seeks �ts own answers. Today, 

Turkey �s encounter�ng one of the most 
remarkable generat�ons of the d�g�tal age: 
Generat�on Z. A generat�on born �nto 
technology, w�th �nstant access to 
�nformat�on and a strong re�ex for 
quest�on�ng. Somet�mes d�ff�cult to 
understand, somet�mes bold and 
stra�ghtforward. But �n any case, 
s�gn�ficant enough to have a say �n the 
future of th�s country.

e state �s aware of th�s transformat�on. 
It moves w�th a perspect�ve that sees 
young people not just as stat�st�cs but as 
act�ve part�c�pants �n dec�s�on-mak�ng 
processes. Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan, among many other off�c�als, 
h�ghl�ghts the potent�al of Generat�on Z. 
Pol�t�cal part�es, �nst�tut�ons, and NGOs 
�ncreas�ngly emphas�ze the �mportance of 
d�rect engagement w�th young people, 
l�sten�ng to them, and �nclud�ng them �n 
the process. Because the �ssue �s not just 
about convey�ng messages to young 
people but also about understand�ng 
them.
Generat�on Z �s freedom-or�ented, 
�nd�v�dual-focused, and open to 
alternat�ve �deas. Wh�le th�s may seem 
challeng�ng for trad�t�onal pol�t�cal 
approaches, �t actually presents an 
enr�ch�ng opportun�ty. State �nst�tut�ons 
are read�ng th�s dynam�c correctly, 
encourag�ng young people to take on 
more act�ve, product�ve, and respons�ble 
roles �n pol�t�cs. Youth counc�ls, publ�c 
surveys conducted on d�g�tal platforms, 
and pol�cy workshops held at un�vers�t�es 
are just a few examples of th�s process.

One of the most d�scussed top�cs 
regard�ng Generat�on Z �s the �ssue of 
"belong�ng." It �s clear that th�s generat�on 
does not al�gn w�th trad�t�onal �deolog�cal 
frameworks but rather 
adopts a value-centered 
approach. Just�ce, 
transparency, 
env�ronmental awareness, 
and equal opportun�t�es are 
among the�r fundamental 
expectat�ons. e state's 
steps toward meet�ng these 
expectat�ons are re�ected 
�n tang�ble pol�c�es such as 
d�g�tal�zat�on, open data 
�n�t�at�ves, youth funds, 

and eco-fr�endly urban projects.
It should not be forgotten that young 
people’s �nterest �n pol�t�cs �s not l�m�ted 
to vot�ng alone. Generat�on Z wants to be 
�nvolved �n governance. ey want to 
have a vo�ce—not just to be heard but to 
act�vely part�c�pate �n dec�s�on-mak�ng 
processes. At th�s po�nt, the state's 
recogn�t�on of young people not merely as 
voters but as partners �s a clear �nd�cator 
of �ts trust �n youth. Today, many publ�c 
�nst�tut�ons have young adv�sors, 
volunteer networks, and youth 
comm�ss�ons. e state does not just 
address the youth; �t th�nks and bu�lds 
w�th them.

Of course, th�s process comes w�th 
challenges. At t�mes, generat�onal gaps 
may lead to commun�cat�on breakdowns 
or m�sal�gned expectat�ons. However, 
what truly matters here �s �ntent and 
determ�nat�on. Every step the state takes 
w�th the comm�tment to prov�d�ng space 
for young people strengthens the sense of 
trust. Because young people recogn�ze 
s�ncer�ty. ey can d�st�ngu�sh 
transparency, fa�rness, and v�s�on. at �s 
why the bond establ�shed between the 
state and Generat�on Z w�ll not be one 
that merely addresses the present but one 
that bu�lds the future.
e role of Generat�on Z �n pol�t�cs �s no 
longer a top�c of debate; �t �s a real�ty. And 
th�s real�ty shapes not only the future but 
also the present. When the dynam�sm of 
youth merges w�th the exper�ence of the 
state, the result�ng synergy w�ll propel 
Turkey to a stronger, more part�c�patory, 
and more self-confident pos�t�on �n �ts 
new century. Understand�ng Generat�on Z 
means shap�ng Turkey’s future today. And 
today, th�s journey has already begun.

Hasan YİĞİT
Kreml�n Spokesman Dm�try Peskov stated 
that �ntense contacts between Russ�a and the 
Un�ted States are ongo�ng, emphas�z�ng, "We 
are pleased w�th the development of a 
construct�ve, pragmat�c, and effect�ve 
d�alogue w�th the U.S.”

Russ�a: We Are Pleased 
w�th the Development of a 
Construct�ve, Pragmat�c, 
and Effect�ve D�alogue 
w�th the U.S.
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