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Hakan F�dan: 80 Years of 
V�olence Has Been 
Ineffect�ve, Palest�n�ans 
Have Not Abandoned e�r 
Homeland

Pres�dent Tatar: "e Sole 
Reason for the Cont�nuat�on of 
Peace, Tranqu�l�ty, and 
Secur�ty w�th Stab�l�ty �s the 
Presence of the Turk�sh Armed 
Forces on the Island”

33 Years S�nce the S�ege of 
Sarajevo

e cap�tal of Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, Sarajevo, 
wh�ch was subjected to Serb�an attacks for nearly 
four years dur�ng the 1992–1995 war, cont�nues 
to l�ve w�th the scars of the con��ct even 33 years 
later.
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Kyrgyz Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov �nv�ted the European bus�ness commun�ty 
and partners to �nvest �n the fields of hydropower, renewable energy, and 
energy eff�c�ency technolog�es �n Kyrgyzstan.
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Ch�nese Pres�dent X� 
v�s�ts V�etnam am�d 
r�s�ng trade tens�ons w�th 
the U.S.
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Japan's Populat�on 
Decreased by 898,000

UN Secretary-General 
Guterres: ‘Gaza �s L�ke a 
Death F�eld’
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M�n�sters of Health 
of the Organ�zat�on 
of Turk�c States 
Convened �n 
Kazakhstan
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Al�yev: Azerba�jan W�ll Stand 
by TRNC for Recogn�t�on of 
Its Independence
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e 5th Meet�ng of the M�n�sters of Health of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
States (OTS) was held �n Astana, the cap�tal of Kazakhstan.
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Energy 
Product�on 
R�ses �n 
Turkmen�stan
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Gaza Government: Israel, 
wh�ch �s block�ng a�d, �s 
try�ng to �mplement �ts 
plans through a susp�c�ous 
organ�zat�on

It �s stated that the ag�ng of soc�ety and 
the decl�ne �n b�rth rates are �n�uent�al 
�n the populat�on decl�ne.

Page 5SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

Hundreds of fanat�c Jews, under 
pol�ce protect�on, cont�nued the�r 
ra�ds on the Al-Aqsa Mosque �n 
occup�ed East Jerusalem, c�t�ng the 
Passover (Pesach) hol�day.

Ra�ds by Fanat�c Jews on Al-
Aqsa Mosque Cont�nue
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"We want our reg�on, wh�ch dates back to the 
h�story of human�ty, to be a geography of peace”
In h�s speech at the open�ng of the 4th Antalya D�plomacy Forum, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "We want 
our reg�on, wh�ch �s anc�ent w�th the h�story of human�ty, to be a geography of c�v�l�zat�on, peace, 
secur�ty, and stab�l�ty �n accordance w�th th�s deep-rooted h�story. We want to see a reg�on where 
reconc�l�at�on, not con��ct; all�ance, not d�v�s�on; prosper�ty and stab�l�ty, not blood, tears, pa�n, and 
tens�on preva�l. We want to l�ve �n such a world and leave such a world to our ch�ldren.”
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Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan 
del�vered a speech at the open�ng of 
the 4th Antalya D�plomacy Forum 

held at the NEST Congress Center, w�th the 
ma�n theme "Embrac�ng D�plomacy �n a 
D�verg�ng World." Pres�dent Erdoğan's w�fe, 
Em�ne Erdoğan, also attended the open�ng 
program.
Pres�dent Erdoğan started h�s speech by 
greet�ng the part�c�pants. Stat�ng that he was 
very pleased to come together w�th the heads 
of state and government at the 4th meet�ng 
of the Antalya D�plomacy Forum, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan sa�d, "Aga�n from here, on behalf of 
my country and nat�on, I greet all the 
oppressed people who carry the pa�n of 
wars, con��cts, and deaths �n the�r hearts, 
and I send them our messages of sol�dar�ty."
Pres�dent Erdoğan thanked each and every 
guest from all over the world who attended 
the forum and w�shed that the 3-day 
programs would be benefic�al for the world 
and human�ty, espec�ally for the oppressed 
and v�ct�ms �n the geography.

"TOGETHER WE ONCE AGAIN 
DECLARE TO THE WORLD THAT WE 
PREFER GLOBAL CONSCIENCE TO 
THE COMPETITION FOR POWER”
Pres�dent Erdoğan congratulated the 
M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs, M�n�ster Hakan 
F�dan, and h�s colleagues for successfully 
organ�z�ng the 4th ed�t�on of the forum, 
wh�ch has become a global brand where the 
pulse of d�plomacy beats. He also 
congratulated all the organ�zat�ons that 
supported the event and congratulated 
Antalya MP Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, who 
p�oneered the real�zat�on of the forum 
dur�ng h�s m�n�stry.
Hop�ng that the panels and d�scuss�ons to be 
held w�th�n the scope of the forum, 
organ�zed under the theme "Embrac�ng 
D�plomacy �n a D�verg�ng World," w�ll 
prov�de the part�c�pants w�th a product�ve 
hor�zon tour, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "We 
are pleased w�th the �ntense �nterest �n the 
forum, wh�ch �s among the lead�ng events �n 
the field of fore�gn pol�cy and �nternat�onal 
relat�ons �n the world. Today, we declare to 
the world once aga�n that we prefer d�alogue 
�nstead of con��cts, common sense �nstead 
of polar�zat�on, and global consc�ence 
�nstead of power compet�t�on. ese 
messages of peace and fr�endsh�p that we 
g�ve to the whole world from Antalya 
pos�t�on the Antalya D�plomacy Forum �n a 
un�que place compared to �ts counterparts. 
As every year, thousands of part�c�pants w�ll 
exchange �deas and d�scuss solut�ons on 
cr�t�cal reg�onal and global �ssues for 3 days. 
e heart of global d�plomacy w�ll beat �n 
Antalya aga�n for 3 days."

"THE WORLD IS BIGGER THAN FIVE, 
BECAUSE HUMANITY IS BIGGER 
THAN FIVE”
Express�ng h�s grat�tude to the part�c�pants 

for the�r valuable contr�but�ons to the forum, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued as follows: 
"Wh�le human�ty �s mak�ng new 
technolog�cal breakthroughs one aer 
another, the �nternat�onal system �s not able 
to ach�eve the same success �n keep�ng up 
w�th the t�mes. At a t�me when we are 
deal�ng w�th problems that concern all of 
human�ty, such as terror�sm, hunger, poverty, 
rac�sm, Islamophob�a, ant�-�mm�grat�on 
sent�ments, and the cl�mate cr�s�s, we 
unfortunately w�tness that the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty �s fa�l�ng to develop fa�rer and 

more consc�ent�ous pol�c�es. We feel th�s 
defic�ency every day �n a w�de range of areas, 
espec�ally �n the con��cts and tens�ons �n our 
reg�on. It �s clear that we need to emphas�ze 
more the human�tar�an, entrepreneur�al, and 
future-or�ented plann�ng capab�l�ty of 
d�plomacy. e world �s b�gger than five 
because human�ty �s b�gger than five. Our 
a�m �n mak�ng th�s determ�nat�on �s to make 
such an understand�ng dom�nant. Turkey �s 
one of the countr�es that can g�ve th�s 
message to the world most eas�ly due to �ts 
exper�ence, and h�stor�cal, human�tar�an, 
and cultural r�chness and depth. I would l�ke 
to draw your attent�on to a fact: We are not a 
country located �n a comfortable geography 
far away from problems. We are located �n a 
country that �s prone to cr�ses, as well as 
hav�ng a h�gh strateg�c �mportance. �s has 
always been the case throughout h�story. 
Attempts to �nvade, the Crusades, �mper�al�st 
games, and attempts to create confus�on and 
�nstab�l�ty have never been absent from our 
env�ronment. From World War I to the Cold 
War, th�s was the geography that was most 
battered and negat�vely affected by the 
destruct�ve r�valry between the great 
powers."

"WE ARE NOT ONLY THE 
INHABITANTS BUT ALSO THE 
OWNERS OF THIS GEOGRAPHY”
Emphas�z�ng that many of the problems, 
wars, cr�ses, and tens�ons that dom�nate the 
agenda of �nternat�onal pol�t�cs today also 

take place �n Turkey's �mmed�ate v�c�n�ty, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "I have to say w�th 
pr�de that we are not only the �nhab�tants of 
th�s geography, but we are also �ts owners. 
We have been here for a thousand years, we 
have been on these lands. God w�ll�ng, we 
w�ll be here aga�n for many more centur�es."
Stat�ng that they want the reg�on, wh�ch �s as 
old as the h�story of mank�nd, to be a 
geography of c�v�l�zat�on, peace, secur�ty, and 
stab�l�ty �n accordance w�th th�s deep-rooted 
h�story, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "We want to 
see a reg�on where reconc�l�at�on preva�ls 
over con��ct, all�ance over d�v�s�on, 
prosper�ty and stab�l�ty over blood, tears, 
pa�n, and tens�on. We want to l�ve �n such a 
world and leave such a world to our 
ch�ldren. Of course, we know that th�s �s not 
easy."

"ISRAEL IS COMMITTING A BLATANT 
GENOCIDE AGAINST THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE”
Stat�ng that they are aware that peace 
requ�res more effort than war, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan emphas�zed that they have always 
chosen the hard way, not the easy way, and 
that today they stand on the s�de of the hard 
way.
W�th th�s understand�ng, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
sa�d that just as they struggle for peace and 
stab�l�ty �n countr�es such as Ukra�ne, Sudan, 
L�bya, and Somal�a, w�th wh�ch they have 
close fr�endsh�ps, they also assume 
respons�b�l�ty �n Afr�ca and As�a through 
�n�t�at�ves such as med�at�on and fac�l�tat�on: 
"We str�ve to create a belt of peace and 
secur�ty around our country by establ�sh�ng 
good relat�ons w�th our ne�ghbors, 
expand�ng cooperat�on and trade 
opportun�t�es, and bu�ld�ng br�dges of 
d�alogue between con��ct�ng part�es. I would 
l�ke to state once aga�n today w�th all 
s�ncer�ty that we have no eyes on anyone's 
land, sovere�gnty, or resources. As Turkey, 
wherever we have a presence, we are not 
�nterested �n what �s under the ground, but 
�n what �s above the ground—�n other 
words, �n people, �n l�ves. Let us not forget 
that we say, 'oppress�on does not make a 
prosperous future.' We say, 'a prosperous 
future cannot be bu�lt on explo�tat�on and 
con��ct.'"
As you know, one of the most pa�nful �ssues 
for global consc�ence and just�ce �s the 
persecut�on �n Palest�ne, espec�ally �n Gaza. 
For 1.5 years, Israel has been comm�tt�ng a 
blatant genoc�de aga�nst the Palest�n�an 
people, d�sregard�ng the most bas�c human 
r�ghts and trampl�ng on �nternat�onal law. 
Ra�s�ng our vo�ces aga�nst th�s, object�ng to 
th�s persecut�on, and g�v�ng the strongest 
poss�ble react�on to th�s �s not only our 
brotherhood but also our human�ty—�t �s a 
requ�rement of our human�ty. Because we all 
have a heart. To rema�n s�lent aga�nst Israel's 
massacres �s to be a partner �n th�s cr�me."
Rem�nd�ng that a few days ago, the Israel� 
army bombed a tent where journal�sts were 

stay�ng �n Khan Yun�s, �n the south of Gaza, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "ree journal�sts 
lost the�r l�ves �n th�s attack, and 10 people, 
n�ne of whom were members of the med�a, 
were ser�ously �njured. One of those 
martyred was a journal�st named Ahmet 
Mansour. e �mages of Ahmet Mansour, 
who was burned al�ve �n the tent aer the 
attack, horr�fied us all on the one hand, and 
on the other hand, once aga�n revealed the 
cr�mes of war and human�ty comm�tted by 
Israel. e Israel� government has murdered 
211 journal�sts so far. Just th�s morn�ng, 10 
people, �nclud�ng 7 ch�ldren, from the same 
fam�ly were martyred �n Khan Yun�s. Now, �f 
the name of th�s �s not barbar�sm, what am I 
ask�ng?"
Draw�ng attent�on to the war cr�mes and 
cr�mes aga�nst human�ty comm�tted by 
Israel, Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that Israel 
executed med�cal personnel who went to 
help the wounded �n an ambulance and 
merc�lessly massacred �nnocent bab�es, 
ch�ldren, and women try�ng to hold on to 
l�fe among the ru�ns.
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "Let us put our 
hands on our consc�ence and ask ourselves 
th�s quest�on: Would a leg�t�mate state act 
l�ke th�s, even �n war? Isn't th�s called state 
terror�sm? erefore, Israel �s a terror�st 
state. It cannot have any other name."

"NO ONE CAN DENIGRATE THE 
HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE BY LABELING 

IT ‘TERRORISM'"
Stat�ng that the Israel� government �s try�ng 
to uproot the Palest�n�an people from the�r 
land and cause a second Nakba d�saster, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that Israel, whose 
every cr�me goes unanswered before the law, 
attempts more bloody and unscrupulous 
attacks each t�me.
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that by call�ng 
Palest�n�ans who exerc�se the�r leg�t�mate 
r�ght of res�stance aga�nst the Israel� 
occupat�on “terror�sts," Israel seeks to 
leg�t�m�ze the�r massacres, and he sa�d, "No 
one can den�grate the hero�c struggle of the 
Palest�n�an people aga�nst the occupat�on by 
label�ng �t as 'terror�sm.'"
Stat�ng that Palest�n�ans have been defend�ng 
the�r land s�nce October 7, 2023, and have 
been the pr�de of human�ty, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan emphas�zed that the Turk�sh nat�on 
acts �n full sol�dar�ty w�th the Palest�n�ans 
today, as �t has done throughout h�story.

"We want our reg�on, wh�ch dates back to 
the h�story of human�ty, to be a geography 
of peace”
In h�s speech at the open�ng of the 4th Antalya D�plomacy Forum, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, 
"We want our reg�on, wh�ch �s anc�ent w�th the h�story of human�ty, to be a geography of 
c�v�l�zat�on, peace, secur�ty, and stab�l�ty �n accordance w�th th�s deep-rooted h�story. We 
want to see a reg�on where reconc�l�at�on, not con��ct; all�ance, not d�v�s�on; prosper�ty and 
stab�l�ty, not blood, tears, pa�n, and tens�on preva�l. We want to l�ve �n such a world and 
leave such a world to our ch�ldren.”
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"PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS 
ONLY POSSIBLE ON THE BASIS OF A 
TWO-STATE SOLUTION TO THE 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT”
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued h�s speech as 
follows: "We welcomed all the people of 
Israel, the Jews, who were expelled from 
the�r lands 500 years ago, by open�ng our 
doors. What Turkey was then, Turkey �s the 
same today. S�nce the beg�nn�ng of the 
attacks, we have sent over 101 thousand tons 
of human�tar�an a�d to Gaza w�th the 
support of s�ster countr�es �n the reg�on. 
God w�ll�ng, we w�ll cont�nue to extend our 
help�ng hand to the oppressed people of 
Gaza. As long as Israel's state terror�sm �n 
Gaza cont�nues, as long as the ceasefire 
efforts are sabotaged, as long as bombs are 
dropped on the �nnocent, �t �s very d�ff�cult 
for last�ng peace to come to our reg�on. I 
emphas�ze aga�n that peace �n the M�ddle 
East �s only poss�ble on the bas�s of a two-
state solut�on to the Israel�-Palest�n�an 
con��ct. �s depends on the establ�shment 
of a free, sovere�gn, and terr�tor�ally �ntegral 
Palest�n�an state w�th�n the 1967 borders, 
w�th East Jerusalem as �ts cap�tal. I once 
aga�n call on all members of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, espec�ally the 
Un�ted Nat�ons Secur�ty Counc�l, to assume 
respons�b�l�ty, stop the bloodshed, and stand 
by the Palest�n�an people."

"WE ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH ALL 
ACTORS IN THE REGION ON THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF SYRIA”
Stat�ng that Israel �s turn�ng �nto a 
problemat�c country that d�rectly threatens 
the stab�l�ty of the reg�on, espec�ally w�th �ts 
attacks on Lebanon and Syr�a, Pres�dent 
Erdoğan noted that Israel's attacks have also 
hampered efforts to fight the terror�st 
organ�zat�on DAESH. 
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued h�s speech as 
follows: "In Syr�a, the Syr�an government �s 
try�ng to dynam�te the December 8 
revolut�on by �nc�t�ng ethn�c and rel�g�ous 
aff�l�at�ons and provok�ng the m�nor�t�es �n 
the country aga�nst the government. Look, 
Turkey's pos�t�on on th�s �ssue �s very clear. 
We are one of the countr�es that have borne 
the brunt and pa�d the pr�ce for 14 years of 
con��ct and �nstab�l�ty �n ne�ghbor�ng Syr�a. 
We cannot allow the opportun�ty to 
establ�sh last�ng stab�l�ty not only �n Syr�a 

but also �n our ent�re reg�on to be wasted 
w�th the December 8 revolut�on. We w�ll not 
allow Syr�a to be dragged �nto a new vortex 
of �nstab�l�ty. I would l�ke to emphas�ze here 
that we do not cons�der the terr�tor�al 
�ntegr�ty, stab�l�ty, and secur�ty of our 
ne�ghbor Syr�a, w�th wh�ch we have a total 
border of 911 k�lometers, as separate from 
our own. e Syr�an people have had 
enough of suffer�ng, oppress�on, and war. 
ose who �ntend to put our Syr�an brothers 
and s�sters through th�s aga�n should make 
the�r calculat�ons accord�ngly. No one 
should m�sunderstand or m�s�nterpret our 
composure, our pat�ence, our att�tude of 

resolv�ng �ssues through d�alogue, and our 
calmness should not lead some people to 
very wrong amb�t�ons."
Emphas�z�ng that Turkey �s a country that 
acts w�th pr�nc�ples, not w�th h�dden 
�ntent�ons and agendas �n fore�gn pol�cy, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that they want 
peace, stab�l�ty, prosper�ty, and secur�ty for 
all the peoples of the reg�on.
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "We are �n a un�ty 
of understand�ng and �n very close d�alogue 
w�th all actors who have �n�uence �n the 
reg�on, espec�ally Mr. Trump and Mr. Put�n, 
�n order to preserve the terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty 
and stab�l�ty of Syr�a. We w�ll resolutely 
cont�nue to take all necessary steps w�th�n 
the framework of th�s un�ty of 
understand�ng, the secur�ty plans of our 
country, and the agreements between us and 
the Syr�an government."
Stat�ng that they are �ncreas�ng pol�t�cal 
contacts and consultat�ons w�th As�an 
countr�es every day through the As�a Re-
open�ng, Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that w�th 
the Afr�ca partnersh�p pol�cy, cooperat�on �s 
develop�ng w�th a w�n-w�n approach.
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, "We cont�nue our 
efforts to ensure last�ng stab�l�ty �n the South 
Caucasus. We a�m to ma�nta�n peace and 
stab�l�ty �n the Eastern Med�terranean and 
the Aegean, and work to preserve pos�t�ve 
atmospheres w�th our ne�ghbor Greece. We 
closely follow the developments �n the 
Balkans and cont�nue our cooperat�on w�th 
the countr�es �n the reg�on. e brotherly 
republ�cs �n Central As�a are strengthen�ng 
the�r spec�al place �n our fore�gn pol�cy day 
by day."

"IT HAS ONCE AGAIN BECOME 
CLEAR THAT EUROPEAN SECURITY 
IS UNTHINKABLE WITHOUT 
TURKEY”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "e Organ�zat�on 
of Turk�c States, wh�ch has taken �mportant 
steps towards �ntegrat�on �n recent years 
w�th the �ntens�ve efforts of our country, 
contr�butes s�gn�ficantly to strengthen�ng 
our cooperat�on. We have recently �ncreased 
our efforts for the recogn�t�on of the 
sovere�gn equal�ty and equal �nternat�onal 
status of the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people. We w�ll 
cont�nue to do so pat�ently unt�l just�ce �s 
served on the �sland. NATO, as the 
foundat�on of Euro-Atlant�c secur�ty, �s one 
of the bu�ld�ng blocks of Turk�sh fore�gn 
pol�cy and the secur�ty of our country. In 
these days when the future of NATO and 
the European secur�ty arch�tecture are on 
the agenda, �t has once aga�n become clear 
that European secur�ty cannot be �mag�ned 
w�thout Turkey. Turkey, wh�ch commands 

NATO's second-largest land army, �s ready 
to take respons�b�l�ty for European secur�ty 
�n the future, espec�ally w�th �ts defense 
�ndustry, wh�ch has made great str�des �n 
recent years.”

"FULL MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION IS OUR 
COUNTRY'S STRATEGIC GOAL"
Pres�dent Erdoğan also stated that there �s 
no val�d�ty to the cla�ms and cr�t�c�sms that 
Turkey �s mov�ng away from the European 
Un�on (EU) and po�nted out that full EU 
membersh�p �s st�ll Turkey's strateg�c goal.
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated the follow�ng: 
"However, somet�mes due to fears, 
somet�mes due to prejud�ces, somet�mes due 
to actors who have captured the Un�on from 
w�th�n, the European Un�on �s unable to 
show the necessary w�ll to advance our 
membersh�p process. To put �t more 
accurately, some European countr�es today 
unfortunately lack the hor�zon, courage, and 
strateg�c perspect�ve that gave l�fe to the 
European Un�on three and a quarter 
centur�es ago. We say that �f the European 
Un�on wants to overcome the current 
challenges and be duly represented �n the 
restructured global system, �t must act 
accord�ngly, get r�d of �ts baggage, and 
Turkey must rega�n �ts seat �n the Un�on as a 
full member as soon as poss�ble. We are 
ready and determ�ned to advance our 
membersh�p process. We expect the 
European Un�on to take concrete steps."
Stat�ng that a strong fore�gn pol�cy cannot 
be �mplemented w�thout a strong defense 
�ndustry, Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that 
Turkey owes �ts current self-confidence to �ts 
breakthroughs �n the field of defense 
�ndustry along w�th other steps.
"Today, we have reached a local�zat�on rate 
of 80 percent �n th�s field. us, we have 
become self-suff�c�ent," sa�d Pres�dent 

Erdoğan, add�ng that Turkey has gone far 
beyond meet�ng �ts own needs w�th armed 
and unarmed unmanned aer�al veh�cles, 
sh�ps, hel�copters, tanks, rockets, and 
m�ss�les, as well as many other capab�l�t�es.

"WE ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO OUR 100 BILLION DOLLAR TRADE 
TARGET WITH THE USA”
Stat�ng that the annual export target of 10 
b�ll�on dollars �n the defense �ndustry �s 
be�ng approached w�th firm steps every year, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan cont�nued as follows: 
"We are gradually strengthen�ng our defense 
cooperat�on w�th fr�endly and brotherly 
countr�es. We attach great �mportance to 
our $100 b�ll�on trade target w�th our ally 
and strateg�c partner, the Un�ted States of 
Amer�ca. I bel�eve that �n Pres�dent Trump's 
second term, our relat�ons w�th the Un�ted 
States w�ll �our�sh �n every field w�th the 
contr�but�on of our close fr�endsh�p w�th 
h�m. Our relat�ons w�th the Russ�an 
Federat�on, w�th wh�ch we have a deep-
rooted h�story, are develop�ng day by day on 
a mult�d�mens�onal ground. We are 
determ�ned to advance our cooperat�on 
w�th Russ�a, w�th wh�ch we share a common 
geography, on the bas�s of mutual �nterest 
and respect. End�ng the Russ�an-Ukra�n�an 
War, now �n �ts fourth year, w�th a just and 
susta�nable peace agreement rema�ns our 
pr�or�ty. We have taken many steps, 
�nclud�ng the Black Sea �n�t�at�ve, pr�soner 
swaps, and the Istanbul Process. We w�ll 
hopefully ma�nta�n our balanced and 
proact�ve stance that we have ma�nta�ned 
s�nce day one.”

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that they w�ll 
endeavor to �mprove relat�ons w�th As�an, 
Afr�can, and Lat�n Amer�can countr�es and 
sa�d, "We are do�ng our best to prevent the 
escalat�ng trade compet�t�on over customs 
tar�ffs from becom�ng destruct�ve. Turkey, 
w�th �ts economy that �s res�stant to shocks, 
w�ll not only overcome th�s process w�thout 
any problems but w�ll also be one of the 
w�nners of the new era, God w�ll�ng."
Po�nt�ng out that Turkey w�ll ga�n a d�fferent 
momentum �n the economy when �t gets r�d 
of terror�sm, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d: "When 
we get r�d of the scourge of terror�sm, wh�ch 
has cost our country 40 years, the l�ves of 
thousands of �ts c�t�zens, and b�ll�ons of 
dollars �n resources, we w�ll hopefully 
ach�eve a very d�fferent momentum �n the 
economy. We have no doubt that we w�ll 
reach our �deal, wh�ch finds �ts mean�ng �n 
the phrase 'Century of Turkey,' hopefully 
w�th your support. I bel�eve that the Antalya 
D�plomacy Forum w�ll be �nstrumental �n 
expla�n�ng th�s v�s�on to future generat�ons 
and all fr�endly countr�es.”
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The “Two-State Solut�on and 
Last�ng Peace �n the M�ddle 
East – Antalya M�n�ster�al 

Meet�ng,” held w�th�n the scope of the 
Antalya D�plomacy Forum, was 
attended by M�n�ster of Fore�gn 
Affa�rs Hakan F�dan, as well as the 
fore�gn m�n�sters of Saud� Arab�a, 
Palest�ne, Bahra�n, Indones�a, Qatar, 
Egypt, and Jordan. Speak�ng at the 
end of the meet�ng, Hakan F�dan sa�d, 
“ere was also part�c�pat�on from 
Ch�na, Russ�a, Ireland, Spa�n, 
Norway, Sloven�a, and N�ger�a. In 
today’s meet�ngs, we d�scussed the 
human�tar�an s�tuat�on �n Gaza, 
efforts to re-establ�sh the ceasefire, 
and developments �n the occup�ed 
terr�tor�es. We also evaluated steps 
that can be taken w�th�n the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty to ensure 
last�ng peace and �mplement the two-
state solut�on. A permanent ceasefire 
must be establ�shed as soon as 
poss�ble.”

"80 Years of V�olence Has Been 
Ineffect�ve”
M�n�ster F�dan expressed the�r 
support for the ceasefire process, 
stat�ng: “We support the ceasefire 
process led by Qatar, Egypt, and the 
Un�ted States. Un�nterrupted access 
for human�tar�an a�d to Gaza must be 
ensured �mmed�ately. We support the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza. e 80 years 
of v�olence perpetrated by Israel 
aga�nst Palest�n�ans has y�elded no 
results. Palest�n�ans have not le the�r 
homeland. We are confident that they 
w�ll l�ve �n peace and secur�ty w�th�n 
the�r own state. ey have not g�ven 
up on the�r cause. We call on Israel to 
declare a ceasefire �mmed�ately and 
make peace w�th the Palest�n�ans. 
Meet�ngs on Palest�ne w�ll cont�nue at 
the Antalya D�plomacy Forum.”

“We Reject the D�splacement of 
Palest�n�ans from e�r Homeland”
Saud� Arab�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Fa�sal 
b�n Farhan stated that the meet�ng 
was product�ve, say�ng: “We gathered 
w�th the Gaza Contact Group and 
�nternat�onal partners. A ceasefire 

must be re�nstated �mmed�ately and 
made permanent. A last�ng pol�t�cal 
solut�on �s needed to protect Gaza. 
Human�tar�an a�d must reach 
c�v�l�ans. Depr�v�ng them and 
block�ng human�tar�an a�d �s us�ng 
a�d as a weapon of war. We support 
the negot�at�ons. We support the 
ceasefire steps taken by our fr�ends �n 
Egypt, Qatar, and the Un�ted States. 
We reject the d�splacement of 
Palest�n�ans from the�r homeland. 
People there cannot meet the�r needs 
for electr�c�ty, food, and water. 
Depr�v�ng the people of Gaza of bas�c 
necess�t�es �s a form of forced 
d�splacement. We must cont�nue to 
work on Gaza. Arab and Islam�c 
countr�es are comm�tted to peace. 
e secur�ty of everyone �n the reg�on 
must be ensured.”

“We Are Ready to F�ght for Greater 
Support”
Indones�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Sug�ono 
sa�d: “We reject the d�splacement of 
the Palest�n�an people. We do not 
accept the�r be�ng removed from the�r 
own land. As a country that supports 
Gaza’s �ndependence, we must 
prov�de support. All countr�es must 
be of one m�nd. �s �s Indones�a’s 
pos�t�on. We are ready to fight for 
greater support. We have always 
supported the two-state solut�on. �s 
forum has been product�ve �n 
stand�ng �n sol�dar�ty w�th everyone.”

“We Want Palest�ne to Be 
Recogn�zed as Soon as Poss�ble”

Palest�n�an Pr�me M�n�ster and 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Mohammad 
Mustafa sa�d: “We thank everyone for 
the�r efforts �n support�ng the 
upcom�ng two-state peace. We must 
also address the ongo�ng attacks �n 
the West Bank and Jerusalem, �n 
terms of econom�c blockade. We want 
to draw attent�on to all act�ons that 
v�olate the law. We thank the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty for all steps 
taken, espec�ally those countr�es that 
have expl�c�tly recogn�zed the State of 
Palest�ne. We ask the countr�es that 
have not yet recogn�zed Palest�ne to 
do so as soon as poss�ble.”

“We Are Work�ng w�th Our 
Partners”
Mustafa stated that the pr�or�ty of the 
meet�ng was the ceasefire: “�s �s not 
only to resolve the d�re human�tar�an 
s�tuat�on, but also to �n�t�ate the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza and the 
rev�val of the pol�t�cal process. As the 
Palest�n�an government, we are 
work�ng w�th our partners. We hope 
that these efforts w�ll progress sw�ly. 
ere w�ll be a conference on the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza hosted by 
Egypt. W�thout these efforts, there 
w�ll be no stab�l�ty �n the reg�on.”

“We Are Work�ng for the 
Establ�shment of a Free Palest�ne”
Mustafa expressed hope that these 
efforts would y�eld results: “We are 
do�ng everyth�ng we can to ach�eve 
success. We are also cont�nu�ng our 
efforts to un�te Gaza and the West 

Bank. Reform efforts are a nat�onal 
duty for us. We are work�ng for the 
establ�shment of a Free Palest�ne w�th 
East Jerusalem as �ts cap�tal. God 
w�ll�ng, we w�ll host you �n a Free 
Palest�ne.”

“e Ceasefire Issue Is Our Pr�mary 
Concern”
Egypt�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Badr 
Abdelatty, who stated that very 
�mportant �ssues were d�scussed 
dur�ng the meet�ng, sa�d: “e 
ceasefire �ssue �s our pr�mary 
concern. Our cooperat�on w�th Qatar 
cont�nues. e release of some Israel� 
hostages �n exchange for Palest�n�an 
pr�soners would help ensure a per�od 
of calm. We are work�ng to 
�mplement prev�ously agreed upon 
terms. A ceasefire agreement was 
s�gned on January 19. e Israel� s�de 
must adhere to th�s agreement. It 
must not evade �ts respons�b�l�t�es. We 
w�ll �mplement the Gaza 
reconstruct�on plan. �s plan w�ll 
also enable early recovery. e 
Palest�n�an people w�ll cont�nue to 
stay �n the�r homeland.”

“We Reject All Forms of 
D�splacement”
Abdelatty sa�d: “Together w�th our 
�nternat�onal partners, we 
categor�cally reject d�splacement. 
ere �s no legal or moral just�ficat�on 
for d�splac�ng the Palest�n�an people 
from the�r homeland. Whether called 
voluntary or not, we reject all forms 
and modes of d�splacement. Forc�ng 
Palest�n�ans out of the�r homeland 
equates to the l�qu�dat�on of the 
Palest�n�an cause. �s �s exactly what 
Israel wants. ey want to cla�m, 
‘ere �s land here, but no people.’ It 
�s �mportant to support the stance 
that Palest�n�ans should rema�n �n 
the�r homeland. We must stop Israel’s 
regular attacks. As has been clearly 
stated before, th�s �ssue �s a red l�ne 
for Egypt and Jordan.”

Hakan F�dan: 80 Years of V�olence Has Been Ineffect�ve, 
Palest�n�ans Have Not Abandoned e�r Homeland

M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs Hakan F�dan sa�d, “e 
80 years of v�olence perpetrated by Israel aga�nst 
Palest�n�ans has y�elded no results. Palest�n�ans have 
not abandoned the�r homeland. We call on Israel to 
declare a ceasefire �mmed�ately and make peace w�th 
the Palest�n�ans.”
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Japan’s Populat�on 
Decreased by 898,000

Kyrgyz Pres�dent 
Japarov Inv�tes 
European Bus�ness 
Commun�ty to Invest 
�n H�s CountryAccord�ng to the latest stat�st�cs publ�shed by 

Japan’s M�n�stry of Internal Affa�rs and 
Commun�cat�ons, as of October 2024, the 

number of Japanese c�t�zens recorded the largest 
annual decl�ne to date.

Accord�ngly, as of October 2024, the number of 
Japanese c�t�zens �n the country decreased by 
898,000 compared to the prev�ous year, fall�ng to 
120.3 m�ll�on.
Includ�ng fore�gners, the total populat�on of the 
country also decl�ned by 550,000 year-on-year as of 

October 
2024, 
dropp�ng to 
123.8 
m�ll�on.

e "work�ng-age populat�on," cons�dered to be 
those between the ages of 15 and 64, also decreased 
by 224,000, reach�ng 73.73 m�ll�on.
It �s stated that the ag�ng of soc�ety and the decl�ne �n 
b�rth rates are �n�uent�al �n the populat�on decl�ne.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

It �s stated that the ag�ng of soc�ety 
and the decl�ne �n b�rth rates are 
�n�uent�al �n the populat�on decl�ne.

peak�ng at the F�rst SEuropean Un�on (EU)-
Central As�a Summ�t 

held �n Samarkand, 
Uzbek�stan, Pres�dent Japarov 
emphas�zed that Kyrgyzstan’s 
strateg�c geograph�cal 
locat�on and grow�ng trans�t 
potent�al open up broad 
hor�zons for trade and 
�nvestment.

“We �nv�te European 
bus�nesses and our partners 
to take part �n large-scale 
hydropower plant 
construct�on projects be�ng 
�mplemented �n Kyrgyzstan,” 
Japarov sa�d, not�ng that 
together w�th Kazakhstan and 
Uzbek�stan, Kyrgyzstan has 
begun the construct�on of the 
Kambar-Ata Hydropower 
Plant (HPP-1), wh�ch �s 
expected to have an annual 
product�on capac�ty of 
approx�mately 5.6 b�ll�on 
kWh (k�lowatt-hours).

Japarov stated that Kyrgyzstan 
seeks to expand cooperat�on 

w�th the EU �n the field of 
renewable energy and energy 
eff�c�ency technolog�es. He 
welcomed the EU’s �n�t�at�ve 
to �nvest €10 b�ll�on �n 
develop�ng susta�nable 
transport connect�v�ty �n 
Central As�a.
H�ghl�ght�ng that Kyrgyzstan 
possesses s�gn�ficant reserves 
of rare and valuable metals, 
Japarov added, “In th�s 
regard, we seek cooperat�on 
w�th the EU, s�m�lar to the 
agreements prev�ously 
establ�shed between the EU 
and Kazakhstan and 
Uzbek�stan.”

Japarov underscored 
Kyrgyzstan’s comm�tment to 
deepen�ng �ts partnersh�p 
w�th the EU �n all areas and 
expressed confidence �n th�s 
relat�onsh�p. He expressed 
hope that today’s meet�ng 
would result �n new, concrete 
agreements that would g�ve 
add�t�onal momentum to EU-
Central As�a relat�ons.

Kyrgyz Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov 
�nv�ted the European bus�ness 
commun�ty and partners to �nvest 
�n the fields of hydropower, 
renewable energy, and energy 
eff�c�ency technolog�es �n 
Kyrgyzstan.

Iran: Talks w�th the US may be moved 
elsewhere, but Oman w�ll rema�n a 
med�ator

aghae� answered journal�sts’ quest�ons on h�s Bcountry’s fore�gn pol�cy agenda and reg�onal 
developments dur�ng a press conference held 

�n Tehran.
Referr�ng to the �nd�rect talks held between Iran and 
the US on Apr�l 12 �n Oman, Baghae� sa�d the 
negot�at�ons focused on nuclear �ssues and the l��ng 
of sanct�ons.
He noted that the Apr�l 19 talks w�th the US may be 
relocated to Europe �nstead of Oman, but emphas�zed 
that Muscat would reta�n �ts role as med�ator, and that 
the negot�at�ons would cont�nue �n an �nd�rect format.

Stat�ng that no dec�s�on had yet been made regard�ng 
the locat�on of the next round of talks, Baghae� sa�d, 
“Aer rece�v�ng Oman’s off�c�al v�ews, we w�ll make 
our dec�s�on on the venue for the next round of 
negot�at�ons w�th the US. e locat�on of the talks �s 
not �mportant; what matters �s the framework and the 
nature of the negot�at�ons. We do not cons�der d�rect 
negot�at�ons to be effect�ve or benefic�al,” he sa�d.
IAEA D�rector to v�s�t Tehran

e Iran�an spokesperson shared that the D�rector 
General of the Internat�onal Atom�c Energy Agency 
(IAEA), Rafael Mar�ano Gross�, would v�s�t Tehran th�s 
week to meet w�th off�c�als.
In response to a quest�on about whether Iran would 
reduce �ts uran�um enr�chment level to 3.67%, as 
stated �n the 2015 nuclear deal �n the event of a 
potent�al agreement, Baghae� noted that th�s �s a 
techn�cal �ssue that would be addressed �n later stages.
Ongo�ng genoc�de aga�nst the Palest�n�an people by 
Israel

Baghae� also addressed the genoc�de be�ng carr�ed out 
by Israel aga�nst the Palest�n�ans, stat�ng, “We cont�nue 
to w�tness genoc�des �n Gaza and the West Bank, and 
the so-called ceasefire—agreed upon and w�th 
guarantors ass�gned—�s be�ng effect�vely �gnored by 

Israel. Attacks are be�ng carr�ed out on the defenseless 
Palest�n�an people, hosp�tals, doctors, and l�m�ted 
�nfrastructure. Journal�sts are among the Z�on�st 
reg�me’s constant targets, and these cr�mes cont�nue 
am�d the s�lence of the Secur�ty Counc�l and relevant 
�nst�tut�ons. Ceasefire v�olat�ons pers�st �n Lebanon. 
Attacks on Syr�a and Yemen cont�nue, and we 
condemn all of these as v�olat�ons of �nternat�onal law.”
Araghch� to v�s�t Russ�a
Baghae� also shared that Iran�an Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Abbas Araghch� would v�s�t Russ�a w�th�n a few days, 
say�ng, “In l�ne w�th pr�or plann�ng, our Fore�gn 
M�n�ster w�ll v�s�t Russ�a by the end of th�s week. 
Var�ous top�cs w�ll be d�scussed dur�ng the v�s�t, 
�nclud�ng developments related to the negot�at�ons �n 
Muscat.”
Stat�ng that the �mplementat�on of the Comprehens�ve 
Strateg�c Agreement process between Iran and Russ�a 
�s one of the Fore�gn M�n�stry's pr�or�t�es, Baghae� 
announced that the agreement would soon be 
subm�tted to the Parl�ament for approval.
We do not block US c�t�zens’ �nvestments

In response to a quest�on regard�ng the poss�b�l�ty of 
Amer�can �nvestors operat�ng �n Iran, Baghae� sa�d, 
“Iran has never prevented econom�c cooperat�on or 
�nvestment from other part�es. e problem l�es w�th 
the US �tself, wh�ch, due to �ts complex and 
mult�layered legal system, depr�ves �ts own c�t�zens of 
any econom�c engagement w�th Iran. �s �s an �ssue 
the US s�de needs to address.”

It �s stated thaIran�an Fore�gn M�n�stry Spokesperson Esma�l 
Baghae� stated that the negot�at�ons w�th the Un�ted States scheduled 
for Apr�l 19 m�ght be moved to another locat�on �nstead of Oman, 
but Muscat w�ll cont�nue �ts role as med�ator and the talks w�ll 
proceed �nd�rectly.at the ag�ng of soc�ety and the decl�ne �n b�rth 
rates are �n�uent�al �n the populat�on decl�ne.
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M�n�sters of Health of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
Convened �n Kazakhstan

Hosted by Kazakhstan’s M�n�ster of 
Health, Akmaral Alnazarova, the 
meet�ng was attended by Turk�sh 

M�n�ster of Health Kemal Mem�şoğlu, 
Azerba�jan� M�n�ster of Health Teymur 
Musayev, Kyrgyz M�n�ster of Health Erk�n 
Cheche�baev, Uzbek M�n�ster of Health 
As�lbek Khudayarov, D�rector General of 
Infect�ous D�sease Centers of the M�n�stry 
of Health and Med�cal Industry of 
Turkmen�stan Annamyrat Recepow, 
Hungar�an Deputy Secretary of State for the 
Inter�or Jud�t B�dlo, Secretary-General of 
the OTS Kubanychbek Omural�ev, 
Pres�dent of the Turk�c Investment Fund 
Bagdat Amreyev, and WHO Reg�onal 
D�rector Hans Kluge.
e meet�ng began w�th the read�ng of a 
congratulatory message sent by Pres�dent of 
Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
spec�fically for the occas�on.
In her open�ng remarks, M�n�ster 
Alnazarova expressed her pleasure �n 
host�ng the health m�n�sters of the OTS 
member countr�es �n Kazakhstan.
Recall�ng that Pres�dent Tokayev had 
emphas�zed the �mportance of enhanc�ng 
cooperat�on �n the health sector at the 10th 
OTS Heads of State Summ�t held �n Astana, 
Alnazarova stated that they proposed 
declar�ng 2025 as the "Year of Pr�mary 
Health Care" among OTS countr�es, a�m�ng 
to take jo�nt steps �n the areas of 
access�b�l�ty, equ�ty, and susta�nab�l�ty of 
health systems.
Alnazarova h�ghl�ghted Kazakhstan's 
pr�or�t�zat�on of d�g�tal�zat�on �n �ts 
healthcare system, say�ng, “ere are 52 
healthcare serv�ces offered �n our country. 
More than 90% of these are fully 
d�g�tal�zed.”
She stated that they are ready to share the�r 
ach�evements �n th�s field w�th OTS 
member states and added that they support 
the �n�t�at�ve to establ�sh a jo�nt 
�nfrastructure for organ transplantat�on 
among Turk�c states.

“As Kazakhstan, we are ready for act�ve 
cooperat�on �n the health sector under the 
umbrella of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c 
States,” she sa�d.
We, as Türk�ye, H�ghly Value the 
Development of Jo�nt Health Projects under 
the OTS Umbrella”
Speak�ng at the meet�ng, Turk�sh M�n�ster 
of Health Kemal Mem�şoğlu expressed h�s 
great pleasure �n meet�ng w�th h�s 
counterparts from Turk�c states at the 5th 
OTS Health M�n�sters Meet�ng and 
extended h�s grat�tude to the government of 
Kazakhstan for host�ng th�s mean�ngful 
gather�ng.
Mem�şoğlu emphas�zed that the Turk�c 

world �s a large fam�ly un�ted by shared 
h�story, culture, and strong t�es, stat�ng: “As 
we have expressed at the h�ghest level on 
var�ous platforms, the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States �s not only a reg�onal but also 
a globally effect�ve cooperat�on platform. 
Our organ�zat�on has the capac�ty to 
generate jo�nt solut�ons �n pol�t�cal and 
econom�c areas as well as �n health and 
human�tar�an fields.”
He noted that they have gathered w�th the 
v�s�on of strengthen�ng global health 
d�plomacy and enhanc�ng human resources 
capac�ty at the level of pr�mary health care, 
and added:
“As we all know, the susta�nab�l�ty of health 
systems depends on the effect�veness of 
pr�mary healthcare serv�ces and the 
ava�lab�l�ty of qual�fied health profess�onals. 
Tra�n�ng healthcare workers and shar�ng 
exper�ences among our countr�es w�ll 
strengthen our reg�onal health res�l�ence.”
Mem�şoğlu underl�ned that Türk�ye has 
ach�eved s�gn�ficant success �n pr�mary 
healthcare through long-stand�ng health 
reforms, and cont�nued:
“Our strengthened fam�ly med�c�ne system, 
the w�despread �mplementat�on of 
commun�ty-based healthcare, �ntegrat�on of 
d�g�tal health solut�ons, and the 
modern�zat�on of our hosp�tal 
�nfrastructure have enabled us to prov�de 
more access�ble and effect�ve healthcare 
serv�ces to our c�t�zens. We are eager to 
share th�s expert�se w�th our s�ster countr�es 
under the umbrella of the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS),” M�n�ster Mem�şoğlu 
sa�d.

He emphas�zed that global health 
d�plomacy requ�res not only cooperat�on 
between countr�es but also the capac�ty to 
act together �n t�mes of cr�s�s, not�ng, “e 
COVID-19 pandem�c and the recent 
natural d�sasters we have exper�enced once 
aga�n revealed the v�tal �mportance of 
sol�dar�ty �n healthcare.”
Stat�ng that Türk�ye has always stood by 
and w�ll cont�nue to support �ts fr�endly and 
brotherly countr�es w�th �ts human�tar�an 
and techn�cal capac�t�es, Mem�şoğlu 
cont�nued: “We, as Türk�ye, h�ghly value 
and support the �ncrease of �n�t�at�ves to 
develop jo�nt health projects under the 
umbrella of the OTS.”

He noted that espec�ally health personnel 
exchange programs, jo�nt tra�n�ng 
�n�t�at�ves, and coord�nated �ntervent�on 
mechan�sms dur�ng cr�ses further 
strengthen cooperat�on, and added:
“I bel�eve that our health act�on plan — 
wh�ch �ncludes new themat�c areas and 
ass�gns var�ous respons�b�l�t�es to our 
member countr�es — w�ll have an even 
greater �mpact and help us ach�eve our 
goals through the devoted efforts and 
comm�tment of all member states. Our 
Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan’s emphas�s 
on ‘our un�ty �s our strength’ for OTS 
member countr�es �s a call to strengthen 
cooperat�on and ensure that our nat�ons 
can look to the future w�th confidence. 
erefore, as the OTS, we must act 
collect�vely and take concrete steps to 
ensure equ�ty �n healthcare.”
In th�s context, M�n�ster Mem�şoğlu called 
for collaborat�on to enhance jo�nt 
product�on capac�ty �n the health sector and 
to strengthen cooperat�on �n the product�on 
of med�cal suppl�es and pharmaceut�cals, 
stat�ng: “Recently, we launched a new 
process �n Türk�ye under the v�s�on of a 
‘Product�ve Health System.’ �s process, 
bu�lt on a foundat�on from �dea to 
product�on, and from d�str�but�on to 
shar�ng, a�ms to �nclude the Turk�c World 
as a key stakeholder — one of our ma�n 
object�ves.”

He concluded by stat�ng that they a�m to 
take the organ�zat�on much further through 
un�ty of purpose and sp�r�t, and sa�d: “On 
th�s occas�on, I would also l�ke to 
emphas�ze once aga�n the �mportance of the 
sol�dar�ty we, as the Turk�c World fam�ly, 
must show �n the face of the �solat�on 
�mposed on our Turk�sh Cypr�ot brothers 
and s�sters, espec�ally �n the field of health. 
As Türk�ye, we share the r�ghtful cause of 
the Turk�sh Cypr�ots and attach great 
�mportance to the support of the OTS and 
you, our brotherly countr�es.”
Azerba�jan� M�n�ster of Health Teymur 
Musayev began h�s remarks by once aga�n 
thank�ng h�s Kazakh counterpart and 
healthcare profess�onals for the�r 
profess�onal�sm and ass�stance follow�ng the 
crash of an Azerba�jan A�rl�nes a�rcra last 
year �n the c�ty of Aktau.
Musayev emphas�zed that the OTS has 

rap�dly become a platform for enhanc�ng 
cooperat�on among �ts member and 
observer countr�es, not�ng that under the 
ausp�ces of heads of state, relat�ons �n 
pol�t�cal, econom�c, and cultural fields have 
�our�shed not only w�th�n the framework of 
the organ�zat�on but also through b�lateral 
t�es.
He h�ghl�ghted that the OTS health 
meet�ngs enhance �nteract�on among 
healthcare profess�onals from member 
states and prov�de �mportant opportun�t�es 
for shar�ng exper�ences.
Kyrgyz M�n�ster of Health Erk�n 
Cheche�baev po�nted out that there are 
some obstacles that need to be addressed �n 
the health cooperat�on among OTS 
member countr�es, say�ng, “We bel�eve that 
through mutual �nteract�on, we can prov�de 
much better healthcare serv�ces to our 
people.”

Uzbek M�n�ster of Health As�lbek 
Khudayarov expressed the�r support for 
�n�t�at�ves such as the use of art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence �n the health sector, �mprov�ng 
the profess�onal sk�lls of healthcare workers, 
and organ�z�ng jo�nt tra�n�ng programs 
w�th�n the framework of the OTS.
OTS Secretary-General Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev emphas�zed that today's 
gather�ng was ev�dence of strong 
cooperat�on among member countr�es.
He noted that 12 sub-work�ng groups are 
currently act�ve among member states, 
cover�ng areas rang�ng from trad�t�onal 
med�c�ne to d�g�tal�zat�on �n the health 
sector.
At the end of the meet�ng, the m�n�sters 
approved the “2025–2026 Act�on Plan” 
among the health m�n�str�es of the member 
countr�es and s�gned the OTS M�n�sters of 
Health Jo�nt Declarat�on.
In add�t�on, memorandums of 
understand�ng were s�gned between the 
relevant �nst�tut�ons of the OTS member 
countr�es on cooperat�on �n emergency 
healthcare serv�ces, b�osafety, med�cal 
educat�on and sc�ence, pharmaceut�cals, 
and med�cal dev�ces.
e meet�ng concluded w�th a fam�ly photo 
sess�on.

e 5th Meet�ng of the 
M�n�sters of Health of 
the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS) was 
held �n Astana, the 
cap�tal of Kazakhstan.
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Hundreds of fanat�c Jews, 
under pol�ce protect�on, 
cont�nued the�r ra�ds on the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque �n 
occup�ed East Jerusalem, 
c�t�ng the Passover (Pesach) 
hol�day.

Ra�ds by Fanat�c 
Jews on Al-Aqsa 
Mosque 
Cont�nue

An off�c�al from the Jerusalem 
Islam�c Waqf Adm�n�strat�on, 
speak�ng to an AA 

correspondent on cond�t�on of 
anonym�ty, stated that 765 fanat�c Jews 
stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque �n groups 
through the Al-Maghar�ba Gate.
e off�c�al also noted that 494 fanat�c 
Jews entered the Haram al-Shar�f 
yesterday.
Eyew�tnesses reported that the Israel� 
group, who provocat�vely toured the 
courtyard of Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
performed "Talmud�c r�tuals" �n var�ous 
parts of the Haram al-Shar�f.

It was noted that Israel� pol�ce were 
deployed �n the v�c�n�ty dur�ng the ra�d.
e fanat�c Jew�sh groups entered the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque �n the morn�ng, and 
these entr�es were expected to cont�nue 
�n the aernoon.

Such ra�ds by fanat�c Jews on the 
Haram al-Shar�f escalate tens�ons �n the 
reg�on.
W�th the beg�nn�ng of Passover 
(Pesach) on the even�ng of Apr�l 12 and 
cont�nu�ng unt�l Apr�l 20 �n Israel, an 
�ncrease �n these ra�ds by fanat�c Jews 
on Al-Aqsa Mosque �s expected.
Ra�ds Intens�fy Dur�ng the Seven 
Jew�sh Hol�days

As w�th the other s�x Jew�sh hol�days, 
the ra�ds by fanat�cs on Al-Aqsa 
Mosque �ntens�fy dur�ng Passover 

(Pesach).
Accord�ng to the peace agreement 
s�gned between Israel and Jordan on 
October 26, 1994, the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
�s under the custod�ansh�p of the 
Jerusalem Islam�c Waqf 
Adm�n�strat�on, wh�ch �s aff�l�ated w�th 
Jordan's M�n�stry of Awqaf, Islam�c 
Affa�rs, and Holy Places.

S�nce 2003, Jews have been enter�ng the 
sacred compound under pol�ce escort 
w�thout perm�ss�on from the Waqf 
Adm�n�strat�on, based on Israel's 
un�lateral dec�s�on. e Waqf 
Adm�n�strat�on descr�bes these entr�es 
as ra�ds and emphas�zes that Musl�m 
sovere�gnty �s be�ng v�olated.

Israel�s are conduct�ng excavat�ons 
beneath the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
complex—wh�ch �ncludes the Q�bla 
Mosque, Dome of the Rock Mosque, a 
museum, madrasahs, and a large 
courtyard—cla�m�ng that the ru�ns of 
Solomon’s Temple l�e beneath �t.
e Israel� government cla�ms to 
preserve the h�stor�cal status quo that 
allows only Musl�ms to worsh�p at Al-
Aqsa, wh�le members of other rel�g�ons 
may only v�s�t.

However, dur�ng these ra�ds, �t �s oen 
documented that fanat�c Jews, under 
Israel� pol�ce protect�on, perform 
prayers and rel�g�ous r�tuals �ns�de Al-
Aqsa.

Most ultra-
Orthodox Jew�sh 
rabb�s �n Israel 
emphas�ze that �t �s 
rel�g�ously 
forb�dden for Jews 
to enter the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque.
Jerusalem Islam�c 
Waqf: Fanat�c Jews 
Provoke Musl�ms 
w�th Ra�ds on Al-
Aqsa
In a statement by the Jerusalem Islam�c 
Waqf Adm�n�strat�on, �t was 
emphas�zed that v�olat�ons aga�nst the 
sanct�ty of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, located 
�n the Old C�ty of occup�ed East 
Jerusalem, are �ncreas�ng.

It was reported that 189 extrem�st Jews 
stormed Al-Aqsa yesterday, wh�le the 
number of those who ra�ded the 
mosque today reached 1,149.

W�th the start of Passover, fanat�c Jews 
have been enter�ng the Haram al-Shar�f 
to perform the�r own rel�g�ous r�tuals 
such as pray�ng, kneel�ng, danc�ng, and 
s�ng�ng. It was noted that they also 
gathered at the mosque’s entrances to 
prevent Musl�ms from enter�ng, 
comm�tt�ng a ser�es of v�olat�ons and 
provocat�ons.
It was warned that extrem�st groups 
made calls to perform sacr�fic�al r�tuals 
�n and around the courtyard of Al-
Aqsa, provok�ng Musl�ms worldw�de 
and escalat�ng tens�ons �n the reg�on.

e statement condemned the 
perm�ss�on granted to extrem�st groups 
to perform var�ous r�tuals �n the 
courtyard of Al-Aqsa �n v�olat�on of �ts 
h�stor�cal, rel�g�ous, and legal status, 
and the target�ng of the Waqf 
employees and mosque preachers under 
var�ous pretexts.

In the statement, �t was emphas�zed: 
"e Jerusalem Islam�c Waqf 
Adm�n�strat�on confirms that the 

blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque, w�th �ts 144-
dunum area, �s solely the r�ght of 
Musl�ms. Non-Musl�ms have no 
connect�on to the mosque. It does not 
accept any d�v�s�on or partnersh�p and 
has never been a center of rel�g�ous 
con��ct throughout h�story."

A call was made to K�ng Abdullah II of 
Jordan to "assume h�s respons�b�l�t�es �n 
the face of these v�olat�ons aga�nst one 
of Islam's three hol�est mosques."
Jordan Is Recogn�zed as the Custod�an 
of Rel�g�ous Affa�rs �n Jerusalem

Jordan �s recogn�zed as the country 
respons�ble for rel�g�ous affa�rs �n 
Jerusalem under the Wad� Araba 
Agreement s�gned w�th Israel on 
October 26, 1994. Art�cle 9 of the 
agreement st�pulates that "Israel shall 
respect the present spec�al role of the 
Hashem�te K�ngdom of Jordan �n 
Musl�m holy shr�nes �n Jerusalem."

Accord�ng to the agreement, the Al-
Aqsa Mosque �s under the 
custod�ansh�p of the Jerusalem Islam�c 
Waqf Adm�n�strat�on, aff�l�ated w�th 
Jordan’s M�n�stry of Awqaf, Islam�c 
Affa�rs, and Holy Places. However, s�nce 
2003, Jews have been enter�ng the 
sacred compound under Israel� pol�ce 
escort w�thout the Waqf ’s perm�ss�on.

Accord�ng to the status quo, fanat�c 
Jew�sh settlers are not allowed to 
worsh�p �n Al-Aqsa, but they frequently 
conduct ra�ds under the protect�on of 
Israel� pol�ce.



8 GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE
Apr�l 2025

Pres�dent Tatar del�vered a speech at 
the Turk�sh Armed Forces 
Foundat�on Medal and Cert�ficate of 
Apprec�at�on Ceremony. He began 

h�s remarks by greet�ng all attendees.
Tatar recalled that before the 1960 
Agreements, then-Pr�me M�n�ster of Turkey 
Adnan Menderes and Fore�gn M�n�ster Fat�n 
Rüştü Zorlu had told the Br�t�sh, "We 
handed Cyprus over to Br�ta�n dur�ng the 
Ottoman era—not to Greece. erefore, you 
must know your place," express�ng that �f the 
Greek Cypr�ot-Greek duo a�med to annex 
Cyprus to Greece, Turkey would do what 
was necessary.

H�ghl�ght�ng the ach�evements of Turkey's 
nat�onal defense �ndustry follow�ng the 1974 
Cyprus Peace Operat�on, Tatar stated that 
these accompl�shments are also a source of 
pr�de for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot people. He 
noted that compan�es such as ASELSAN, 
HAVELSAN, and ROKETSAN effect�vely 
�mplement d�g�tal transformat�on, art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence, and all forms of technolog�cal 
advancements. Tatar thanked those who 
brought the nat�onal defense �ndustry to �ts 
current level.

Referr�ng to recent events �n Gaza, Syr�a, 
Lebanon, and Ukra�ne, Pres�dent Tatar drew 
attent�on to how fortunate the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people are, stat�ng, “e sole reason 
peace, tranqu�l�ty, and secur�ty have 
cont�nued w�th stab�l�ty s�nce the 1974 
Cyprus Peace Operat�on �s the presence of 
the Turk�sh Armed Forces on the �sland.”

Quot�ng then-Pr�me M�n�ster of Turkey 
Bülent Ecev�t, who sa�d, “We are carry�ng 
out th�s operat�on not only to br�ng peace to 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots but also to Greek Cypr�ots,” 
Tatar added:
“�s �s �ndeed what happened, and h�story 

has recorded �t as such. Today, the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ot people's des�re and demand �s for 
the cont�nuat�on of Turkey’s guarantorsh�p 
and for the Turk�sh Armed Forces to 
ma�nta�n the�r presence on the �sland as a 
guarantor of peace.”
Stress�ng that “We w�ll not comprom�se our 
red l�nes,” Pres�dent Tatar stated that the 
Turk�sh Cypr�ot people w�ll cont�nue th�s 
approach w�th the support of Turkey to 
ensure the cont�nuat�on of peace, tranqu�l�ty, 
and stab�l�ty.

Pres�dent Tatar also noted the econom�c 
aspect of the nat�onal defense �ndustry, 
po�nt�ng out that a c�t�zen named Sal�h Avcı 
has a large product�on fac�l�ty �n the 
Haspolat Industr�al Zone and exports h�s 
products as far as the Un�ted States. Tatar 
expressed hope that as the TRNC develops, 
�nvestments �n �ndustr�al zones w�ll 
contr�bute to the success of Turkey’s new 
century.
Ment�on�ng that there has been an �ncrease 
of nearly 40% �n passenger numbers w�th the 
open�ng of the new Ercan A�rport Term�nal 
�n the past two years, Tatar sa�d, “All these 
show the potent�al of developments �n the 
economy.”

Stat�ng that donat�ons to the Turk�sh Armed 
Forces, wh�ch protect, ensure the secur�ty of, 
and guarantee the peace of the people, are 
h�ghly valuable �n strengthen�ng the bonds of 
brotherhood, Tatar noted that as the country 
develops, the scale and value of donat�ons 
w�ll also �ncrease.

Pres�dent Tatar emphas�zed the need to 
cont�nue the struggle �n the “Blue 
Homeland” as an �ndependent Turk�sh state 
on the bas�s of sovere�gn equal�ty w�th the 
support of the Republ�c of Turkey. He 
po�nted out that there �s currently no 
common ground �n the Cyprus �ssue. 
“Desp�te the lack of common ground, we 
cont�nue to extend our hand,” sa�d Tatar, 
not�ng that they are propos�ng projects that 
could benefit both peoples through 
cooperat�on between the two states.
He stressed that cooperat�on on matters such 
as electr�c�ty and the open�ng of new border 
gates �s s�gn�ficant and valuable for 
�ncreas�ng prosper�ty both �n the TRNC and 
across the �sland of Cyprus. He also 
h�ghl�ghted that Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Hakan F�dan fully supported the stance of 
the Turk�sh Cypr�ot s�de dur�ng the talks �n 
Geneva.
Commend�ng the determ�nat�on 
demonstrated to cont�nue �nfrastructure 
�nvestments under the Econom�c and 
F�nanc�al Cooperat�on Protocol s�gned 
between Turkey and the TRNC, Tatar 
expressed h�s bel�ef that projects w�ll be 
real�zed w�th the �nvolvement of Turk�sh 
M�n�ster of Env�ronment, Urban�zat�on and 
Cl�mate Change, Murat Kurum.

Pres�dent Tatar: "e Sole Reason for the 
Cont�nuat�on of Peace, Tranqu�l�ty, and 
Secur�ty w�th Stab�l�ty �s the Presence of the 
Turk�sh Armed Forces on the Island”
Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar emphas�zed that the only reason peace, 
tranqu�l�ty, and secur�ty have cont�nued w�th stab�l�ty s�nce the 
1974 Cyprus Peace Operat�on �s the presence of the Turk�sh 
Armed Forces (TSK) on the �sland.

Energy 
Product�on 
R�ses �n 
Turkmen�stan
Seek�ng to expand 
�ts export market �n 
the energy sector, 
Turkmen�stan 
recorded an 
�ncrease of over 100 
percent �n natural 
gas and petroleum 
product output 
dur�ng the first 
three months of the 
year.

eputy Cha�rman of the DCab�net of M�n�sters 
respons�ble for energy, 

Batyr Amanov, stated that there 
was an �ncrease of more than 100 
percent �n the product�on of 
natural gas and petroleum products 
dur�ng the first quarter of the year.

Speak�ng dur�ng a br�efing w�th 
Pres�dent Serdar Berd�muhamedov, 
Amanov sa�d, “In part�cular, 
product�on volumes are �ncreas�ng 
year by year �n the Galkynysh gas 
field and other areas. �s 
strengthens Turkmen�stan’s 
pos�t�on as a rel�able partner �n the 
energy market.”

Turkmen�stan holds the pos�t�on of 
hav�ng the world’s fourth-largest 
natural gas reserves.
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Al�yev: Azerba�jan W�ll Stand 
by TRNC for Recogn�t�on of Its 
Independence

l�yev attended the A�nternat�onal forum t�tled 
“Towards a New World 

Order” held at ADA Un�vers�ty �n Baku, 
where more than 80 experts from 44 
countr�es part�c�pated and del�vered a 
speech.

Evaluat�ng the relat�ons w�th the TRNC, 
Al�yev sa�d that he �s �n contact w�th 
TRNC Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar.
Al�yev rem�nded that Azerba�jan played 
an act�ve role �n the TRNC ga�n�ng 
observer status �n the Organ�zat�on of 
Turk�c States (OTS) and that he had 
�nv�ted Pres�dent Ers�n Tatar to the 
Informal Summ�t of the OTS held �n 
Shusha.

Recall�ng that the TRNC �ag was �own 
at the OTS Summ�t �n Shusha, Al�yev 
stated:

“We are always on the s�de of our 
brothers. Our pol�cy has always been 
clear. We have no other agenda on th�s 
matter. We only cons�der how we can 
help our brothers protect the�r states. 
ey deserve th�s h�stor�cally and 
because of the�r act�ons.”

Al�yev rem�nded that the TRNC sa�d 
“yes” to the Annan Plan, wh�le the 
Greek Cypr�ot Adm�n�strat�on of 
Southern Cyprus opposed �t, and 
cont�nued:
“What happened aerward? e Greek 
Cypr�ot Adm�n�strat�on was accepted 
�nto the EU. Is th�s fa�r? �s �s a clear 
example of double standards. Our 
brothers �n the TRNC should rest 
assured that we w�ll always stand by 
them �n the�r quest to be recogn�zed as 
an �ndependent state by the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty.”

Pres�dent of Azerba�jan Ilham Al�yev stated 
that they w�ll always stand by the�r brothers 
�n the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) for �ts recogn�t�on as an 
�ndependent state by the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty.

Ch�nese Pres�dent X� v�s�ts 
V�etnam am�d r�s�ng trade 
tens�ons w�th the U.S.

Ch�nese Pres�dent X� J�np�ng �s 
v�s�t�ng Southeast As�an countr�es, 
wh�ch are key trade partners for 

Ch�na, dur�ng a t�me of �ncreas�ng trade 
tens�ons and econom�c uncerta�nty caused 
by the U.S.'s tar�ff h�kes under �ts “rec�procal 
tar�ffs” pol�cy.
Accord�ng to a statement from the Ch�nese 
M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs, Pres�dent X� 
began h�s three-nat�on tour w�th a v�s�t to 
V�etnam.
On the first day of h�s v�s�t, X� met w�th 
General Secretary of the Commun�st Party 
of V�etnam, To Lam, and �nd�rectly cr�t�c�zed 
the U.S. for �ts tar�ff pol�c�es, call�ng on 
V�etnam to “jo�ntly oppose un�lateral 
bully�ng” and to “defend global free trade.”
H�ghl�ght�ng that Ch�na and V�etnam are 
two countr�es that have benefited from 
global�zat�on, X� emphas�zed that both 
nat�ons should support econom�c 
global�zat�on and work to ma�nta�n the 
stab�l�ty of �ndustr�al and supply cha�ns.
Follow�ng the meet�ng, the two countr�es 
s�gned cooperat�on agreements �n areas 
�nclud�ng transportat�on, art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence, customs enforcement and 
quarant�ne, agr�cultural trade, culture, 
sports, l�vel�hood projects, human resources 
development, and med�a.

Trade showdown between the U.S. and 
Ch�na
X�’s v�s�t co�nc�des w�th the tar�ff 
confrontat�on between the U.S. and Ch�na 
that erupted aer Pres�dent Donald Trump 
announced tar�ff �ncreases under h�s 
“rec�procal tar�ffs” framework.
Ch�na was the first country to respond to the 
U.S.'s tar�ff h�kes, �mpos�ng retal�atory 
measures of equal magn�tude. As the tar�ff 
d�spute escalated, the U.S. ra�sed tar�ffs on 
Ch�nese goods to as h�gh as 145%, wh�le 
Ch�na �mposed tar�ffs of up to 125% on 
Amer�can products.
Wh�le the U.S. adm�n�strat�on postponed 
rec�procal tar�ffs on other countr�es for 90 
days, the tar�ffs on Ch�nese goods were 
�mplemented �mmed�ately.
Trump later announced that certa�n tech 
products, such as smartphones, laptops, hard 
dr�ves, processors, and ch�ps, would be 
exempt from the add�t�onal tar�ffs.

V�etnam's cr�t�cal pos�t�on �n 
supply cha�ns
Under the rec�procal tar�ff 
framework, Trump �mposed 
an add�t�onal 46% tar�ff on 
V�etnam, one of the h�ghest 
among targeted countr�es.
In recent years, V�etnam has 
emerged as a key 
manufactur�ng hub �n global 
supply cha�ns, produc�ng 

goods for �nternat�onal compan�es. W�th 
exports to the U.S. mak�ng up 25% of �ts 
GDP, V�etnam �s expected to be one of the 
countr�es most negat�vely �mpacted by 
Trump’s new tar�ff reg�me and the result�ng 
changes �n global trade.
Dur�ng Trump’s first term, Ch�nese 
manufacturers tr�ed to evade U.S. tar�ffs by 
sh��ng parts of the�r product�on to 
V�etnam. �s t�me, Trump �s extend�ng 
tar�ffs to other key manufactur�ng countr�es 
�n As�a—such as V�etnam, Cambod�a, 
a�land, Indones�a, and 
Malays�a—effect�vely ra�s�ng trade barr�ers 
along Ch�na's alternat�ve routes.
e V�etnamese government has s�gnaled �ts 
w�ll�ngness to negot�ate w�th Wash�ngton to 
avo�d los�ng access to the U.S. market, wh�le 
also pledg�ng to regulate �ts trade relat�ons 
w�th Ch�na.

Call for jo�nt protect�on of the mult�lateral 
trade system
In an art�cle publ�shed �n the off�c�al 
newspaper of the Commun�st Party of 
V�etnam, Nhan Dan, X� emphas�zed that 
Ch�na and V�etnam are “comrade and 
brother” countr�es. He stated that they must 
work together to protect the mult�lateral 
trade system, ensure the stab�l�ty of global 
�ndustry and supply cha�ns, and create an 
open and cooperat�ve �nternat�onal 
env�ronment.
X� po�nted out that Ch�na and V�etnam 
share common bel�efs, �deals, and broad 
strateg�c �nterests. He noted that �n recent 
years, the two countr�es have deepened 
mutual pol�t�cal trust and developed close 
cooperat�on �n areas rang�ng from border 
secur�ty and the fight aga�nst cross-border 
cr�me to fore�gn pol�cy and nat�onal defense. 
He added that they hold s�m�lar pos�t�ons on 
many �nternat�onal and reg�onal �ssues and 
oen work together.
X� called on V�etnam to help promote the 
format�on of a fa�r and orderly mult�polar 
world by defend�ng the common �nterests of 
develop�ng nat�ons alongs�de other countr�es 
�n the Global South.
e Ch�nese leader w�ll cont�nue h�s 
Southeast As�a tour unt�l Apr�l 18, v�s�t�ng 
Malays�a and Cambod�a aer V�etnam.

V�etnam, whose exports to the Un�ted States 
account for 25% of �ts gross domest�c product, 
�s expected to be among the countr�es most 
adversely affected by Donald Trump’s new 
tar�ff reg�me and the result�ng sh� �n 
�nternat�onal trade.
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Kazakhstan and Azerba�jan
to Hold Jo�nt Naval
Dr�ll �n the Casp�an Sea

e “Casp�an Breeze 2025” exerc�se, 
scheduled for June, w�ll take place �n the 
Kazakh sect�on of the Casp�an Sea.

eputy Ch�ef of the General DStaff of the Kazakh Naval 
Forces, Kanat N�yazbekov, 

and Ch�ef of the General Staff of the 
Azerba�jan� Naval Forces, Teymur 
Murshudov, met �n the Kazakh c�ty of 
Aktau.

Announc�ng that a jo�nt exerc�se w�ll 
be held w�th Azerba�jan, N�yazbekov 
stated, “e dr�lls w�ll encompass a 
w�de range of tasks a�med at 
enhanc�ng �nteract�on between naval 
forces and strengthen�ng b�lateral 
relat�ons.”

e “Casp�an Breeze 2025” exerc�se 
w�ll be conducted from June 15 to 20 
�n the Kazakh sect�on of the Casp�an 
Sea.

Personnel from the coastal un�ts and 
vessels of the naval base w�ll 

part�c�pate �n the exerc�se. Azerba�jan 
w�ll contr�bute two patrol sh�ps, one 
aux�l�ary vessel, and coastal un�ts to 
the dr�lls

e exerc�sew�ll �nclude pract�cal 
tra�n�ng �n counter�ng asymmetr�c 
threats and prov�d�ng ass�stance to 
a�rcra, sh�ps, and boats �n d�stress.

EU H�gh Representat�ve Kallas: 
Israel’s current act�ons go 
beyond proport�onate self-
defense

allas spoke at a press Kconference follow�ng the 
regular EU Fore�gn Affa�rs 

Counc�l meet�ng held �n Luxembourg.
Rem�nd�ng that they w�ll hold the first 
“EU-Palest�n�an Author�ty H�gh-Level 
D�alogue Meet�ng” th�s even�ng w�th 
Palest�n�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
Mohammad Mustafa, Kallas sa�d that 
all EU countr�es agree on a two-state 
solut�on.

Kallas stated that they proposed €1.6 
b�ll�on �n support over three years for 
the Palest�n�an Author�ty, say�ng: “We 
truly want the med�ators to return to 
the negot�at�ng table, to assume the 
ceasefire, to del�ver our human�tar�an 
a�d, and for all hostages to be released. 
It should not be pol�t�c�zed.”

e EU H�gh Representat�ve sa�d, 

“Israel has the r�ght to defend �tself, but 
�ts current act�ons go beyond 
proport�onate self-defense.”
Cr�t�c�sm of the Arab Plan
Kallas sa�d, “We welcome the Arab 
countr�es’ plan for the reconstruct�on 
of Gaza, but at the same t�me, �t lacks 
three key elements: secur�ty, fund�ng, 
and governance of Gaza. However, we 
are ready to work w�th our 
�nternat�onal partners to develop these 
po�nts.”

At the extraord�nary Arab League 
Summ�t held �n Ca�ro on March 4, the 
“Arab Plan,” wh�ch env�sages the 
reconstruct�on of the Gaza Str�p 
w�thout d�splac�ng Palest�n�ans, was 
adopted. It was stated that the cost of 
the plan would amount to 
approx�mately 53 b�ll�on dollars spread 
over five years.

European Un�on (EU) H�gh Representat�ve for 
Fore�gn Affa�rs and Secur�ty Pol�cy Kaja Kallas 
stated that Israel’s current act�ons have gone 
beyond proport�onate self-defense, call�ng for a 
return to a ceasefire.
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33 Years S�nce the S�ege of Sarajevo

On Apr�l 5, 1992, the first 
barr�cades were set up by 
Serb�an forces �n Sarajevo, the 

cap�tal of Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, 
wh�ch w�tnessed one of the most pa�nful 
wars �n modern h�story. e first bomb 
was dropped on Apr�l 6, and Sarajevo 
rema�ned under s�ege for 1,425 days.

In the lead-up to war, the European 
Un�on (EU) recogn�zed the 
�ndependence of Sloven�a and Croat�a 
on January 15, 1992, but made a 
referendum a cond�t�on for Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na’s �ndependence.

Desp�te Serb�an threats, Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na dec�ded to hold an 
�ndependence referendum �n February 
1992. Follow�ng the referendum on 
March 1, 1992, wh�ch led to the 
emergence of an �ndependent Bosn�an 
state, Serb�an forces began preparat�ons 
for the s�ege of Sarajevo on Apr�l 5 by 
plac�ng barr�cades around the c�ty.
On that same day, Serb�an sn�pers k�lled 
two c�v�l�ans, Suada D�lberov�c and Olga 
Suc�c, mark�ng the first attack and the 
beg�nn�ng of the s�ege. As Serb�an forces 
opened fire on Sarajevo res�dents 
protest�ng the war, many others were 
wounded.

Serbs deployed 13,000 heav�ly armed 
troops on the h�lls and mounta�ns 
surround�ng Sarajevo, us�ng both heavy 
and l�ght weapons to launch a s�ege on 
the c�ty. e Bosn�an Defense Forces 
(Army of the Republ�c of Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na – ARB�H) managed to 
establ�sh a 70,000-strong army w�th�n 19 
months �n the bes�eged c�ty. However, 
due to �nsuff�c�ent m�l�tary equ�pment, 
they were unable to break the s�ege.
Sarajevo rema�ned under s�ege unt�l 
February 29, 1996

One of the most beaut�ful c�t�es �n the 
Balkans, celebrated �n poems and songs, 
Sarajevo rema�ned under Serb�an 
attacks and s�ege unt�l February 29, 
1996.

Dur�ng the s�ege, Serbs bombed 
everyth�ng they cons�dered a l�v�ng or 
non-l�v�ng target. Serb�an sn�pers, 
stat�oned on h�lls and tall bu�ld�ngs, 
espec�ally targeted c�v�l�ans, �nclud�ng 
women, ch�ldren, and the elderly go�ng 
about the�r da�ly l�ves.

At t�mes, mortars were fired at c�v�l�ans 
stand�ng �n bread l�nes or shopp�ng at 
the market.

Sarajevo, wh�ch endured one of the 
longest s�eges �n h�story, lost 11,541 
people, �nclud�ng 1,601 ch�ldren, dur�ng 
the 1,425-day s�ege. An average of 329 
mortar shells h�t the c�ty each day.
Serbs del�berately targeted Ottoman and 
Musl�m her�tage �n the c�ty, bomb�ng 
h�stor�c bu�ld�ngs, mosques, madrasahs, 
and l�brar�es.
e bloody war �n Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na ended on November 21, 
1995, when Bosn�ak, Serb, and Croat 
leaders reached an agreement at the 
Dayton A�r Base �n Oh�o, USA.

e Dayton Peace Agreement was 
�n�t�aled w�th the efforts of U.S. 
d�plomat R�chard Holbrooke by Bosn�a 
and Herzegov�na's first pres�dent, the 
late Al�ja Izetbegov�c, former Serb�an 
Pres�dent Slobodan M�losev�c, and 
former Croat�an Pres�dent Franjo 
Tudjman.

Apr�l 6 Inc�dents �n Sarajevo
Known as the “Jerusalem of Europe” for 
host�ng places of worsh�p and people 

from var�ous fa�ths, Sarajevo has 
w�tnessed s�gn�ficant events on Apr�l 6 
throughout h�story.

On Apr�l 6, 1941, dur�ng World War II, 
Sarajevo was bombed by Naz� Germany. 
Exactly four years later, on Apr�l 6, 1945, 
the c�ty was l�berated from occupat�on 
follow�ng an operat�on by the former 
Yugoslav army.

Dur�ng the Second World War, 10,961 
Sarajevo res�dents lost the�r l�ves, 
�nclud�ng 7,092 Jews.
In the most recent war, Sarajevo was 

bombed for the first t�me on Apr�l 6, 
1992, and rema�ned under s�ege for 
1,425 days.
Apr�l 6 �s celebrated as Sarajevo C�ty 
Day, mark�ng the c�ty’s l�berat�on from 
Naz� occupat�on, wh�le at the same t�me, 
due to �ts heavy h�stor�cal s�gn�ficance, 
the v�ct�ms of the s�ege of Sarajevo are 
also commemorated.

Even aer 33 years, the memor�es of 
what happened �n Sarajevo rema�n al�ve, 
w�th the publ�c cont�nu�ng to hold 
memor�al ceremon�es for the v�ct�ms of 
the massacres �n the cap�tal.

e cap�tal of Bosn�a 
and Herzegov�na, 
Sarajevo, wh�ch was 
subjected to Serb�an 
attacks for nearly four 
years dur�ng the 
1992–1995 war, 
cont�nues to l�ve w�th 
the scars of the 
con��ct even 33 years 
later.
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Uzbek Pres�dent M�rz�yoyev: 
e Only Just Solut�on to the 
Palest�n�an-Israel� Con��ct Is 
the Implementat�on of the Two 
Peoples–Two States Pr�nc�ple
Uzbek Pres�dent Shavkat M�rz�yoyev del�vered a 
speech at the 150th General Assembly of the Inter-
Parl�amentary Un�on (IPU).

Pres�dent M�rz�yoyev part�c�pated 
�n the IPU 150th General 
Assembly, held �n Tashkent, w�th 

the attendance of nearly 2,000 delegates 
from 190 member countr�es, 15 observer 
countr�es, and more than 25 
�nternat�onal and �nter-parl�amentary 
organ�zat�ons.

Speak�ng at the General Assembly, wh�ch 
was held under the theme "Parl�amentary 
Act�on for Peace, Just�ce, and Strong 
Inst�tut�ons", and attended by Speaker of 
the Grand Nat�onal Assembly of Türk�ye, 
Numan Kurtulmush, M�rz�yoyev noted 
that con��cts �n var�ous parts of the 
world pose a ser�ous threat to global and 
reg�onal peace and secur�ty. He stated, 
"Uzbek�stan �s �n favor of resolv�ng all 
k�nds of con��cts and d�sagreements 
solely through d�plomacy and peaceful 
negot�at�ons.”

Emphas�z�ng the �mportance of find�ng a 
resolut�on to the war �n Ukra�ne based 
on un�versally recogn�zed norms of 
�nternat�onal law, the Un�ted Nat�ons 
Charter, and �ts resolut�ons, M�rz�yoyev 
also addressed the Palest�n�an-Israel� 
�ssue, stat�ng, “In th�s context, the only 
just solut�on to the 
Palest�n�an-Israel� con��ct �s 
the �mplementat�on of the 
two peoples–two states 
pr�nc�ple.”
M�rz�yoyev also drew 
attent�on to the s�tuat�on �n 
Afghan�stan, stat�ng that 
the country must be 
�ntegrated �nto the 

�nternat�onal commun�ty and that 
construct�ve d�alogue must be 
establ�shed w�th the current government.
"We Support the Reform of the Un�ted 
Nat�ons”
Emphas�z�ng Uzbek�stan’s support for 
efforts to reform the Un�ted Nat�ons and 
enhance �ts potent�al, M�rz�yoyev noted 
that cl�mate change has become a ser�ous 
�ssue and poses a s�gn�ficant obstacle to 
global development, part�cularly affect�ng 
develop�ng countr�es.

In th�s context, he stressed the grow�ng 
�mportance of fully meet�ng 
comm�tments under the Par�s 
Agreement and ach�ev�ng carbon 
neutral�ty.

H�ghl�ght�ng that, �n recent years, armed 
con��cts, env�ronmental and man-made 
d�sasters, econom�c cr�ses, trade wars, 
and the threats of terror�sm and 
extrem�sm have �ncreased around the 
world, M�rz�yoyev concluded by say�ng 
that �n such complex cond�t�ons, �t �s 
t�me to enhance the part�c�pat�on and 
�n�uence of parl�aments �n ach�ev�ng 
world peace, soc�al development, and 
just�ce.

UN Secretary-General 
Guterres: ‘Gaza �s L�ke a 
Death F�eld’

HE WEST BANK IS ALSO IN BAD TSHAPE

Guterres po�nted out that the “author�zat�on 
mechan�sms” proposed by Israel� off�c�als, 
espec�ally for food del�very, carry r�sks of 
controll�ng and restr�ct�ng a�d. He stated, “We 
w�ll not be part of any arrangement that does 
not fully respect human�tar�an pr�nc�ples such 
as human�ty, neutral�ty, and �ndependence. 
Un�nterrupted human�tar�an access must be 
guaranteed.”

e UN Secretary-General also addressed the 
s�tuat�on �n the West Bank, say�ng, “ere �s a 
r�sk that the occup�ed West Bank could turn 
�nto another Gaza. e t�me has come to end 
�nhumane treatment, release the hostages, and 
renew the ceasefire.”
S�nce March 2, no a�d has reached the reg�on, 
wh�ch has a populat�on of 2.3 m�ll�on; the 
Israel� government had warned that no 
suppl�es would be allowed �nto Gaza unt�l all 
hostages were released. Israel’s m�l�tary agency 
coord�nat�ng a�d, COGAT, announced last 
week that �t had proposed a “structured a�d 
entry mechan�sm” for Gaza �n meet�ngs w�th 
UN agenc�es and �nternat�onal a�d groups.
THREAT TO 970 SOLDIERS
Meanwh�le, the Israel� newspaper Haaretz 
reported that 970 a�r force personnel, 
�nclud�ng p�lots, who s�gned a jo�nt 
declarat�on express�ng the�r des�re to res�gn 

due to cr�t�c�sm of the Netanyahu government 
for refus�ng a ceasefire and mak�ng the war 
ent�rely pol�t�cal, rece�ved phone calls warn�ng 
them they would be d�sm�ssed �f they d�d not 
w�thdraw the�r s�gnatures.

On the other hand, 43 Palest�n�ans were k�lled 
�n Israel� attacks on Gaza yesterday. S�nce 
Israel resumed �ts attacks by break�ng the 
ceasefire on March 18, the death toll �n Gaza 
has r�sen to 1,482.

INDONESIA: WE CAN TAKE IN A 
THOUSAND PALESTINIANS
As the US adm�n�strat�on �s reportedly �n 
contact w�th var�ous countr�es to relocate 
Gazans, Indones�an Pres�dent Prabowo 
Sub�anto sa�d they are ready to prov�de 
temporary shelter for Palest�n�ans affected by 
the war between Israel and Hamas. Prabowo 
sa�d, “In the first phase, we are ready to send 
planes for a thousand people.”

He stated that they would pr�or�t�ze the 
wounded and orphaned ch�ldren and that they 
would rema�n �n Indones�a unt�l �t �s safe to 
return to Palest�ne. Sub�anto also expressed 
cont�nued support for the Palest�n�an struggle 
for �ndependence.

Accord�ng to the UN, approx�mately 400,000 
Gazans have been d�splaced due to renewed 
Israel� attacks last month.

Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Secretary-General Antón�o 
Guterres sa�d, “Gaza has turned �nto a death field; 
c�v�l�ans are trapped �n an endless cycle of death.” 
Speak�ng to journal�sts �n front of the UN Secur�ty 
Counc�l the day before, Guterres drew attent�on to 
the fact that no food, fuel, med�c�ne, or commerc�al 
goods have entered Gaza for over a month.
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Gaza Government: 
Israel, wh�ch �s block�ng 
a�d, �s try�ng to 
�mplement �ts plans 
through a susp�c�ous 
organ�zat�on

n a statement �ssued by the IGovernment Med�a Off�ce, 
�t was noted that Israel has 

establ�shed “susp�c�ous 
organ�zat�ons” to d�str�bute 
human�tar�an a�d �n Gaza and �s 
us�ng these organ�zat�ons to 
�mplement �ts plans �n the area.
e statement declared: “We are 
determ�ned that these plans w�ll 
not come to fru�t�on, and we are 
mon�tor�ng closely. We w�ll take 
the necessary measures to 
prevent the occup�er from 
�mpos�ng �ts plans.”

e statement emphas�zed that 
Israel w�ll not be allowed to 
control a�d and �mpose 
starvat�on �n Gaza, add�ng:
 “W�th�n the framework of the 
ongo�ng genoc�de, ethn�c 
cleans�ng, systemat�c blockade, 
and starvat�on pol�cy aga�nst the 
Palest�n�an people, the 
occupy�ng forces (Israel) 
cont�nue to completely close the 
border cross�ngs.”
e �nternat�onal commun�ty, 
part�cularly the Un�ted Nat�ons, 
was rem�nded of �ts 
“respons�b�l�ty to prov�de a�d to 

Palest�n�an refugees and those 
l�v�ng under occupat�on,” and 
the statement warned that 
“susp�c�ous organ�zat�ons w�ll 
not be allowed to �ntervene �n 
Gaza.”

Israel halts human�tar�an a�d to 
Gaza and resumes attacks
Follow�ng the end of the first 42-
day phase of the ceasefire and 
pr�soner exchange agreement 
w�th Hamas, Israel dec�ded to 
halt the entry of human�tar�an 
a�d �nto the Gaza Str�p as of 
March 2.
Aer a ceasefire that took effect 
on January 19 �n the Gaza Str�p, 
the Israel� army resumed heavy 
attacks on the morn�ng of March 
18.
S�nce the resumpt�on of attacks, 
1,574 Palest�n�ans—mostly 
elderly people, women, and 
ch�ldren—have been k�lled and 
4,115 �njured.
S�nce the beg�nn�ng of Israel’s 
assault on the Gaza Str�p on 
October 7, 2023, the total 
number of Palest�n�ans k�lled has 
r�sen to 50,944, w�th 116,156 
wounded.

e Nat�onal Museum of 
Kazakhstan Offers a Un�que 
Opportun�ty for ose Who W�sh 
to D�scover the Country

Arch�tecturally resembl�ng the shape of a 
b�rd, the museum �s located �n the same 
area as some of the symbol�c landmarks 

of the cap�tal Astana, �nclud�ng the Palace of Peace 
and Reconc�l�at�on, Kazakh El� Square, the Palace 
of Independence, the Hazrat Sultan Mosque, and 
the Nat�onal Un�vers�ty of Arts.
Celebrat�ng �ts 10th ann�versary last 
year, the Nat�onal Museum has 
hosted more than 7 m�ll�on v�s�tors 
dur�ng th�s per�od.
Spann�ng e�ght �oors, the museum 
sheds l�ght on var�ous h�stor�cal 
per�ods of Kazakhstan, the cultural 
r�chness developed by anc�ent 
c�v�l�zat�ons that l�ved on these lands, and 
the shared deep-rooted Turk�c h�story. More than 
220,000 art�facts are exh�b�ted throughout the 
museum.

e Museum’s H�ghl�ght: "e Golden Man”
e museum stands out as one of the first places 
v�s�ted by fore�gn tour�sts arr�v�ng �n the cap�tal.
e “Gold” hall, where thousands of pure gold 
�tems from around 2,500 years ago are d�splayed, 
fasc�nates v�s�tors w�th �ts grandeur. Kazakhstan’s 
first “Golden Man” �s also located �n th�s hall.
Museum gu�de Aydana Ser�k stated that the 
“Golden Man,” unearthed from the Issyk kurgan 
�n southern Kazakhstan, was actually a Saka 
pr�nce (or warr�or) around 17–18 years old, and 
was bur�ed covered from head to toe �n gold 
�tems.
Ser�k sa�d, “We welcome a large number of v�s�tors 
every day who come spec�fically to see the Golden 
Man, the h�ghl�ght of our museum. It has been 
confirmed that he was a Saka pr�nce who l�ved on 
these lands about 2,500 years ago. Nearly 4,000 
gold �tems were found on h�s body and �n h�s 
bur�al. All of these can be seen �n th�s hall.”
“Anc�ent Turk�c C�v�l�zat�on” Hall

Ser�k also noted that gold �tems unearthed from 
graves �n western Kazakhstan, most of wh�ch date 
back to the Sarmat�an per�od, are also on d�splay.
She added that the museum features an “Anc�ent 
Turk�c C�v�l�zat�on” hall ded�cated to the shared 
Turk�c h�story, where valuable art�facts re�ect�ng 

the sp�r�tual and cultural l�fe of anc�ent 
Turk�c states are exh�b�ted.

An Art�fact Found Nowhere Else 
�n the World
Ser�k drew attent�on to the 

s�gn�ficance of the Alta� Mounta�ns 
�n anc�ent Turk�c h�story, say�ng, “In 

th�s hall of our museum, we exh�b�t 
many art�facts d�scovered through 

archaeolog�cal excavat�ons carr�ed out �n the 
footh�lls of the Alta� Mounta�ns — cons�dered the 
golden cradle of Turk�c c�v�l�zat�on �n our 
country.”
She also noted that the museum houses a un�que 
art�fact not found �n any other museum �n the 
world, conclud�ng:
“At our museum, we exh�b�t the bones and saddle 
of horses r�dden by Saka warr�ors between the 4th 
and 3rd centur�es BCE, d�scovered at the Berel 
kurgan �n the footh�lls of the Alta� Mounta�ns by 
Kazakh archaeolog�st Zeynolla Samashev. ese 
horse bones and saddle, preserved due to the 
d�scovery of the frozen kurgan, demonstrate that 
equestr�an culture developed on these very lands.”

e Nat�onal Museum of Kazakhstan �ntroduces 
v�s�tors to the country’s deep-rooted past and 
cultural r�chness w�th over 220,000 h�stor�cal 
art�facts on d�splay.e Palest�n�an government �n the 

Gaza Str�p announced that Israel, 
wh�ch �s prevent�ng the entry of 
human�tar�an a�d �nto Gaza, �s try�ng 
to �mplement �ts plans �n the reg�on by 
d�str�but�ng a�d through "susp�c�ous 
organ�zat�ons.”



Mustafa spoke to the 
press follow�ng the 
conclus�on of the first 

H�gh-Level D�alogue Meet�ng 
between the EU and Palest�ne.
Descr�b�ng the meet�ng �n 
Luxembourg as product�ve, Mustafa 
sa�d:
“Israel has k�lled more than 50,000 
Palest�n�ans �n Gaza. Ent�re 
ne�ghborhoods �n the West Bank l�e 
�n ru�ns, mass d�splacement and 
land grabs are accelerat�ng. What we 
are w�tness�ng �s not just a war, but 
an attempt to erase a people and a 
cause. We are not here to accuse 
anyone—we are here to ask the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty for clar�ty. 
ere can be no last�ng peace 
w�thout accountab�l�ty. Israel must 
be held respons�ble for the cr�mes 
comm�tted �n Gaza and for the 
escalat�ng v�olat�ons of �nternat�onal 
law both �n Gaza and the West 
Bank. S�lence or delay only �nsp�res 
�mpun�ty.”

Mustafa sa�d he d�scussed w�th the 
EU the �mplementat�on of a 
ceasefire, the del�very of 
human�tar�an a�d, and the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza, not�ng that 
the Arab Plan prov�des a clear 
roadmap.
e Palest�n�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
added, “Ongo�ng efforts to weaken 
the Palest�n�an 
Author�ty—financ�ally, pol�t�cally, 
and �n other ways—do not only 
threaten us as Palest�n�ans, but also 
reg�onal stab�l�ty.”

Call for recogn�t�on of the 
Palest�n�an state
ank�ng EU countr�es that have 
already recogn�zed the State of 
Palest�ne, Mustafa sa�d he called on 
other countr�es to do the same 
dur�ng the meet�ng.
H�ghl�ght�ng that the war �n Gaza, 
d�splacement �n the West Bank, 
econom�c blockade, financ�al s�ege, 
�llegal settlement act�v�ty, and settler 
v�olence all a�m to prevent the 
establ�shment of an �ndependent 
Palest�n�an state, he cont�nued:
“I th�nk what today’s meet�ng 
showed �s that the world—and 
Europe—does not agree w�th Israel. 
Europe, l�ke many other countr�es 
and �nst�tut�ons around the world, �s 
say�ng that Palest�n�ans should have 
the r�ght to self-determ�nat�on, to 
establ�sh the�r own �ndependent 
state, to l�ve �n freedom and l�berty, 
to l�ve a l�fe of d�gn�ty, and to be a 
good ne�ghbor �n the 
Med�terranean. We are comm�tted 
to th�s. ey are comm�tted to th�s. 
at �s why th�s partnersh�p �s so 
�mportant. It’s a source of hope for 
the Palest�n�an people.”

Mustafa noted that 149 countr�es 
and 11 EU member states have 
recogn�zed the State of Palest�ne, 
say�ng:
 “We have heard encourag�ng 
remarks from some key EU 
members regard�ng the�r ser�ous 
cons�derat�on of recogn�z�ng the 
State of Palest�ne �n the near future. 
I bel�eve the sooner th�s happens, 
the better. However, I th�nk some 
are wa�t�ng for the Internat�onal 
Peace Conference scheduled for 
June 17 �n New York to make such 
announcements. But we are 
encourag�ng countr�es to take th�s 
step as soon as poss�ble. �s could 
accelerate the path to peace �n the 
reg�on and help level the play�ng 
field.”

Palest�n�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
Mustafa: Israel must be held 
accountable
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e Century-Old Seal of 
Heal�ng from Turkey to the 
World

S�nce anc�ent t�mes, 
var�ous c�v�l�zat�ons 
have cons�dered the 

bay leaf sacred and used �t 
�n the field of health. 
Today, Anatol�a, the cradle 
of many c�v�l�zat�ons, 
meets 70% of the world’s 
bay leaf demand.
e bay leaf, one of 
nature's most anc�ent g�s 
to human�ty, �s not only a 
source of aroma that 
adorns k�tchens but also a 
plant that has del�vered heal�ng for 
centur�es w�th �ts med�c�nal value. 
However, the true power of th�s anc�ent 
plant l�es �n �ts act�ve �ngred�ents.

Act�ve Compounds and Benefits of Bay 
Leaf
e pharmacolog�cal effect of bay leaf �s 
der�ved from �ts essent�al o�ls, �avono�ds, 
alkalo�ds, and phenol�c compounds. 
Among the most prom�nent act�ve 
�ngred�ents are 1,8-c�neole (eucalyptol), 
l�nalool, geran�ol, p�nene, and terpenes. 
ese components make bay leaf a 
powerful ant�ox�dant, ant�m�crob�al, and 
ant�-�n�ammatory agent.
• Immune Booster: e phenol�c 
compounds �n bay leaf support the 
�mmune system and protect the body 
aga�nst d�seases.
• Supports D�gest�ve Health: It helps 
rel�eve gastr�t�s, stomach spasms, and 
�ntest�nal gas. It also promotes the 
secret�on of enzymes that a�d d�gest�on.
• Regulates Blood Sugar: Bay leaf 
may contr�bute to d�abetes management by 
�ncreas�ng �nsul�n sens�t�v�ty.
• Supports Heart and Vascular 
Health: e �avono�ds and quercet�n �t 
conta�ns help prevent atheroscleros�s and 
support heart health.
• Supports the Nervous System: 
L�nalool and p�nene �n bay leaf reduce 
stress and anx�ety, promot�ng mental 
relaxat�on.

Bay Leaf O�l: Nature’s Concentrated 
Power
e heal�ng compounds of bay leaf become 
more concentrated �n o�l form. Bay leaf o�l 
�s obta�ned through steam d�st�llat�on and 
conta�ns 1,8-c�neole, methyl eugenol, 
l�nalool, terpenes, and sesqu�terpenes. 
ese compounds offer a w�de range of 
benefits from sk�n health to the 
musculoskeletal system.
• Rel�eves Muscle and Jo�nt Pa�n: Bay 
leaf o�l eases symptoms of rheumat�sm and 
arthr�t�s w�th �ts muscle relaxant and 

analges�c effects.
• Opens Resp�ratory Passages: e 
vapor of bay leaf o�l �s a natural remedy for 
resp�ratory �ssues l�ke cough, bronch�t�s, 
and s�nus�t�s.
• F�ghts M�crobes: W�th ant�bacter�al 
and ant�fungal propert�es, �t accelerates 
heal�ng �n sk�n wounds, fungal �nfect�ons, 
and eczema.
• A M�racle �n Ha�r and Sk�n Care: 
Bay leaf o�l strengthens ha�r roots and 
reduces dandruff, wh�le also sooth�ng acne 
and sk�n �rr�tat�ons.
Uses of Bay Leaf and Its O�l
• As Tea: A few leaves can be steeped 
�n hot water and consumed to support 
d�gest�on and boost �mmun�ty.
• Steam Inhalat�on: Add�ng a few 
drops of bay leaf o�l to hot water and 
�nhal�ng the steam helps rel�eve resp�ratory 
�ssues.
• Massage O�l: When d�luted w�th 
carr�er o�ls, �t can be used as a massage o�l 
to allev�ate muscle pa�n.
• Natural Preservat�ve: Bay leaves 
can be added to storage conta�ners to help 
prevent food spo�lage.
Conclus�on: Bay Leaf Cont�nues to Br�ng 
Heal�ng from Past to Future

Bay leaf and �ts o�l are �nd�spensable 
natural treasures both �n the k�tchen and 
�n the field of health. Modern med�c�ne has 
sc�ent�fically confirmed the effect�veness of 
th�s heal�ng plant, long used �n trad�t�onal 
remed�es. As �nterest �n natural treatments 
grows, the value of bay leaf and �ts o�l �s 
becom�ng �ncreas�ngly recogn�zed. As one 
of human�ty’s qu�et yet powerful heroes 
throughout h�story, the bay leaf cont�nues 
to del�ver heal�ng from the past �nto the 
future.

Palest�n�an Pr�me M�n�ster Mohammad 
Mustafa stated dur�ng the first H�gh-Level 
D�alogue Meet�ng w�th the European 
Un�on (EU) that ach�ev�ng last�ng peace 
and a two-state solut�on requ�res hold�ng 
Israel accountable, and he called on the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty to act.
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Is Clean 
Pol�t�cs 
Poss�ble?

Pol�t�cs stands as one of the most 
fundamental �nst�tut�onal 
structures �n the organ�zat�on of 

modern soc�et�es. In democrat�c 
systems, pol�t�cs ensures the re�ect�on 
of the publ�c w�ll �n governance through 
the pr�nc�ples of representat�on and 
part�c�pat�on. However, the leg�t�macy 
of th�s structure �s shaped not only by 
electoral processes but also by the 
transparency of those processes, the 
accountab�l�ty of leaders, and adherence 
to eth�cal pr�nc�ples. Recent allegat�ons 
�n var�ous levels of government and the 
publ�c’s react�ons have once aga�n 
brought the quest�on “Is clean pol�t�cs 
poss�ble?” to the forefront. �s art�cle 
a�ms to exam�ne th�s quest�on w�th�n a 
theoret�cal framework, d�scuss�ng the 
moral and structural aspects of current 
pol�t�cal pract�ces.

e concept of clean pol�t�cs does not 
merely �mply the absence of corrupt�on. 
It also requ�res the s�multaneous 
establ�shment of just�ce, transparency, 
publ�c �nterest, and eth�cal 
respons�b�l�ty. Accord�ng to pol�t�cal 
eth�cs l�terature, honesty, mer�t, 
avo�dance of con��cts of �nterest, and 
accountab�l�ty �n publ�c dut�es are the 
foundat�onal p�llars of the clean pol�t�cs 
approach.

However, �n pract�ce, pol�t�cs oen 
dev�ates from these norms. Part�cularly, 
allegat�ons ar�s�ng �n local 
adm�n�strat�ons reveal not just 
�nd�v�dual or �nst�tut�onal �ssues but 
structural problems concern�ng the 
ent�re system. Developments that reach 
the publ�c even w�thout nam�ng names 
prompt quest�ons about the extent to 
wh�ch leadersh�p cadres are exempt 
from eth�cal overs�ght, or how 
funct�onal the overs�ght mechan�sms 
truly are.

What �s noteworthy here �s the �mpact 
these allegat�ons have on soc�ety. Voters 
care not only about the serv�ces 
prov�ded but also about how those 
serv�ces are produced; they expect 
pol�t�c�ans to be fa�r, transparent, and 
accountable. Yet, the polar�z�ng nature 

of the pol�t�cal atmosphere makes 
rat�onal evaluat�on of these expectat�ons 
d�ff�cult; eth�cal concerns are oen 
overlooked �n favor of party loyalty and 
�deolog�cal alleg�ance. Moreover, clean 
pol�t�cs �s not a doma�n to be le solely 
to the personal morals of pol�t�c�ans. An 
effect�ve legal system, a strong culture of 
overs�ght, an �ndependent med�a, and 
an act�ve c�v�l soc�ety are �nd�spensable 
parts of th�s process. W�thout 
empower�ng these soc�etal actors, �t �s 
qu�te d�ff�cult to establ�sh a healthy 
balance between �nd�v�dual w�ll and 
system�c eth�cs.

e quest�on “Is clean pol�t�cs poss�ble?” 
cannot be reduced to a mere theoret�cal 
debate or the med�a effect of �solated 
�nc�dents. e answer to th�s quest�on 
also encompasses soc�ety’s relat�onsh�p 
w�th pol�t�cs, �ts fa�th �n democracy, and 
�ts expectat�ons for a shared future. 
Whether clean pol�t�cs �s poss�ble 
depends not only on how the system �s 
bu�lt but also on what the soc�ety 
consents to. Transparency, 

accountab�l�ty, and eth�cal respons�b�l�ty 
are values that must be upheld not only 
by those who govern but also by those 
who are governed. When these values 
are protected and �nst�tut�onal�zed, 
clean pol�t�cs not only becomes poss�ble 
but also susta�nable.
erefore, the quest�on we should now 
be ask�ng �s not whether clean pol�t�cs �s 
poss�ble, but what we are do�ng to make 
�t poss�ble.

Hasan YİĞİT

Kosovo Pres�dent Osman� 
h�ghl�ghts Pres�dent Erdoğan’s 
support for her country
Vjosa Osman� emphas�zed the s�gn�ficant support 
Pres�dent Erdoğan has prov�ded �n the process of 
ga�n�ng recogn�t�on for her country by other states, 
say�ng, “I would l�ke to thank h�m once aga�n for the 
great support he has g�ven to the people of Kosovo.”

osovo Pres�dent Vjosa KOsman� made statements to 
Kosovo’s "RTV21" telev�s�on 

regard�ng her meet�ngs w�th�n the 
scope of the Antalya D�plomacy Forum 
(ADF).

Osman� noted that Kosovo has never 
ceased coord�nat�on and cooperat�on 
w�th �ts all�es for new recogn�t�ons, 
confirmat�on of ex�st�ng recogn�t�ons, 
and membersh�p �n �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons �n order to strengthen �ts 
�nternat�onal stand�ng.
"e closer we work w�th our all�es, the 
more concrete results we ach�eve. In 
fact, th�s has been ev�dent �n the close 
cooperat�on I have had w�th Pres�dent 
Erdoğan. He has always stood by 
Kosovo. Now, we see th�s support more 
clearly �n the form of concrete 
ass�stance �n th�s (recogn�t�on) process, 
beyond just econom�c and m�l�tary 
areas," she sa�d.

Emphas�z�ng that Turkey, and 
espec�ally Pres�dent Erdoğan, have 
prov�ded great support �n the process 
of Kosovo be�ng recogn�zed by other 
countr�es, Osman� cont�nued:
"Pres�dent Erdoğan has personally 
helped �n the recogn�t�on process both 
dur�ng h�s term as pr�me m�n�ster and 
now as pres�dent. In our meet�ng, we 
spoke very concretely about wh�ch 
countr�es are closer to recogn�z�ng us. 
We also d�scussed our jo�nt plan not 
only for these days but also for the 
com�ng months and years. erefore, I 
would l�ke to thank h�m once aga�n for 

the great support he has g�ven to the 
people of Kosovo. �s support �s not 
only �mportant �n the fields of defense 
and economy but also �n further 
strengthen�ng our �nternat�onal 
subject�v�ty, as recogn�t�on �s a very 
�mportant process."

A “wonderful” meet�ng w�th Ahmed 
Şara
Osman� also sa�d that she had a 
"wonderful" meet�ng w�th Syr�an 
Pres�dent Ahmed Şara w�th�n the scope 
of the ADF.
"e Syr�an people have suffered for a 
very long t�me, and genoc�de and 
horr�fic war cr�mes have been 
comm�tted aga�nst them. Even 
chem�cal weapons were used aga�nst 
ch�ldren by the Assad reg�me. As 
�nst�tut�ons, we have never sought 
d�plomat�c relat�ons w�th that reg�me. 
Now, of course, we hope th�s process 
w�ll be consol�dated and completed as 
soon as poss�ble w�th the �nst�tut�ons of 
a free Syr�a," she sa�d.

Osman� added that they have brought 
the process of recogn�t�on by other 
countr�es to �ts final stage and are now 
awa�t�ng the off�c�al recogn�t�on.
Kosovo, wh�ch un�laterally declared �ts 
�ndependence from Serb�a on February 
17, 2008, has been recogn�zed by 119 
countr�es.

A large number of countr�es, led by 
Turkey, �mmed�ately recogn�zed 
Kosovo’s �ndependence, w�th the most 
recent recogn�t�ons com�ng from Kenya 
on March 26 and Sudan on Apr�l 12.
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