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Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan attended 
the TÜRKSAT 6A Comm�ss�on�ng 
Ceremony held at the TÜRKSAT 

Gölbaşı Campus and del�vered a speech.  

He stated that TÜRKSAT 6A was launched 
�nto space on July 9, 2024, and �ts first test 
broadcast was made on February 17.

Pres�dent Erdoğan expressed that all processes 
were completed smoothly and w�thout any 
�ssues and w�shed the TÜRKSAT 6A project to 
be benefic�al for the country and the nat�on.
He thanked those who contr�buted to the 
success of the project from des�gn to 
product�on, transportat�on to launch �nto space, 
orb�t placement to the test�ng phase, and 
congratulated all personnel ded�cated to the 
space �ndustry who supported the project.
Not�ng that TÜRKSAT 6A, wh�ch w�ll serve for 
at least 15 years, �ncreased the number of 
commun�cat�on satell�tes operated by 
TÜRKSAT to s�x and the total number of 
satell�tes �n space to 10, Erdoğan stated that the 
new geostat�onary commun�cat�on satell�te 
would prov�de serv�ces such as telev�s�on 
broadcast�ng and emergency commun�cat�on 
over a w�de coverage area.

Po�nt�ng out the cr�t�cal �mportance of 
un�nterrupted TV broadcast�ng, Erdoğan 
emphas�zed that TÜRKSAT 6A would allow 
the current broadcast satell�tes to be backed up. 
He stated that th�s was a s�gn�ficant step 
forward �n the space commun�cat�on sector 
and w�shed for TÜRKSAT 6A to br�ng 
prosper�ty to the country and the nat�on.

Emphas�z�ng the �mportance of produc�ng 
technolog�es l�ke commun�cat�on satell�tes 
�ndependently �n terms of nat�onal secur�ty, 
Erdoğan sa�d, “W�th TÜRKSAT 6A, wh�ch we 
developed us�ng more than 84 domest�c 
components and w�th over 80% local�zat�on 
rate, Turkey has become one of 11 countr�es 
capable of produc�ng �ts own commun�cat�ons 
satell�te. Our new commun�cat�on satell�te �s 
the product of a met�culous, �ntense, and 
challeng�ng 20-year effort �n l�ne w�th our goal 
to produce nat�onal and domest�c technology.”

"WE DIDN'T LISTEN TO THE PESSIMISTS 
OR THOSE WHO LOST HOPE IN THEIR 
COUNTRY"
Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that reach�ng 
th�s po�nt was not easy and rem�nded that they 
ensured TÜRKSAT eng�neers part�c�pated �n 
the product�on of 3A, 4A, and 4B satell�tes 
through a technology transfer program.
He stated that they �nvolved 12 eng�neers 
d�rectly �n the des�gn, product�on, and test�ng 
processes of the 5A and 5B satell�tes, and that 
these long-term efforts and exper�ences helped 
Turkey overcome many cr�t�cal thresholds �n 
space technolog�es.

Erdoğan underl�ned that Turkey now has the 
capab�l�ty, exper�ence, and competence to 
produce TÜRKSAT 6A, the satell�te w�th the 
h�ghest local�zat�on rate.
He sa�d, “Desp�te the doubters, we sa�d, ‘We 
can do �t — �n fact, we can do �t better.’ We 
never l�stened to the pess�m�sts or those who 
lost hope �n the�r nat�on. In other words, by 
work�ng w�th bel�ef, pat�ence, and 
determ�nat�on w�thout g�v�ng up or t�r�ng, we 
have thankfully reached th�s day w�th our 
heads held h�gh. Today's success �s a heavy 
blow to the m�ndset that starts every sentence 
w�th ‘Noth�ng good can come from us’ and 
spreads hopelessness among the youth.”
ank�ng the eng�neers and everyone 
contr�but�ng to Turkey’s presence �n space, 
Erdoğan stated that they would cont�nue to 
turn dreams �nto goals, and goals �nto real�ty, 
just as they have done for the past 23 years.

He added that w�th th�s nat�onal and domest�c 
commun�cat�on satell�te, TÜRKSAT’s serv�ce 
area would expand to �nclude Ind�a, a�land, 
Malays�a, and Indones�a, say�ng, “e 
populat�on reached by our satell�tes globally 
w�ll �ncrease from 3.5 b�ll�on to 5 b�ll�on.”
anks to technology transfer and exper�ence 
ga�ned, Turkey w�ll now have a s�gn�ficant 
market share �n the des�gn and product�on of 
satell�tes and components, he sa�d, add�ng that 
w�th th�s revolut�onary project, Turkey now 
owns a nat�onal and domest�c commun�cat�on 
satell�te platform.
Pres�dent Erdoğan expla�ned that by 
establ�sh�ng a satell�te product�on ecosystem 
w�th subcontractors alongs�de the ma�n 
stakeholders, they enabled many �nst�tut�ons 
and organ�zat�ons to contr�bute to the space 
�ndustry, and sa�d:

"W�th dozens of eng�neers and staff tak�ng 
act�ve roles at all stages, we also cult�vated 
human resources for satell�te and space 
technolog�es. W�th the equ�pment developed by 
project stakeholders, we have reached a level 
capable of �nternat�onal compet�t�on. We have 
further strengthened our export capac�ty. In 
add�t�on to jo�nt work w�th SpaceX, the launch 
process was also managed by TÜRKSAT. W�th 
a coverage area conta�n�ng more than 60% of 
the world populat�on — 5 b�ll�on people — we 
have become one of the lead�ng countr�es �n 
space act�v�t�es and satell�te broadcast�ng."
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that the ach�evements 
and act�v�t�es ga�ned through the TÜRKSAT 
6A project represent a s�gn�ficant opportun�ty 
for establ�sh�ng a nat�onal satell�te brand and 
found�ng a nat�onal space company.
“We w�ll also benefit from th�s accumulat�on of 
knowledge �n future moon and deep space 
m�ss�ons, commun�cat�ons satell�tes, and 
satell�te constellat�on projects,” he sa�d.
H�ghl�ght�ng that they w�ll cont�nue to ra�se the 
bar and reach the�r goals, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
noted: “When we look at global developments, 
we all see th�s truth: a h�stor�c w�ndow of 
opportun�ty �s open�ng before Turkey. We are 
very close to atta�n�ng our r�ghtful place �n the 
global system.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that no one w�ll 
be allowed to squander th�s opportun�ty and 
recalled that, �n the past, wh�le the world 
exper�enced s�m�lar transformat�ons, Turkey 
was preoccup�ed w�th �nternal str�fe. 

He cont�nued:
“Wh�le sc�ent�fic and technolog�cal progress 
was tak�ng place, we, as a nat�on, wasted our 
energy on po�ntless, fru�tless, and empty 
debates. Everyth�ng was done and tr�ed to 
d�stract Turkey from external affa�rs. ey 
preoccup�ed us w�th �nternal �ssues us�ng 
sectar�an, ethn�c, and �deolog�cal d�fferences, 
successfully push�ng Turkey out of global 
compet�t�on.
Wh�le the countr�es �n the same league w�th us 
fiercely competed �n technology, remember 
what th�s country was d�scuss�ng: the headscarf, 
beards, turbans, ve�ls, rel�g�ous react�on�sm, and 
green cap�tal.

ey created an �nternal enemy and kept 
Turkey busy w�th �t. And what was the result? 
Turkey lost. Our nat�on lost. Wh�le others 
moved forward at full speed, we stood st�ll for 
years. We could not prevent the w�den�ng gap 
between us and our r�vals. We had to pay very 
heavy pr�ces �n our economy, democracy, 

fore�gn pol�cy, and soc�al peace and stab�l�ty.”

"TURKEY IS INCREASINGLY 
RECOGNIZED AS A REGIONAL POWER 
CENTER ON EVERY PLATFORM”
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that the world �s once 
aga�n on the verge of a major transformat�on, 
and that global trade rules are fundamentally 
chang�ng due to tar�ff confrontat�ons.

He observed that not only are current cr�ses 
unresolved, but new tens�ons ar�se da�ly. He 
po�nted out that the �nternat�onal system has 
lost �ts cred�b�l�ty ent�rely, part�cularly w�th the 
genoc�de �n Gaza, and cont�nued:“e Western 
world and �ts �nst�tut�ons have completely lost 
the�r former �n�uence. No one can pred�ct 
where art�fic�al �ntell�gence technolog�es w�ll 
lead. In other words, wh�le the old system �s 
rap�dly collaps�ng, no one can clearly foresee 
what w�ll replace �t.
Turkey's name �s now ment�oned more 
frequently on every platform as a reg�onal 
pole of power.
Yet, �n such a cr�t�cal per�od, we see that the 
ma�n oppos�t�on party �s try�ng to drag Turkey 
back �nto old arguments and con��cts. 
Outdated scenar�os that prev�ously cost our 
country dearly are once aga�n be�ng brought 
back �nto play by the same c�rcles.

From attempts to �nc�te unrest �n our streets to 
shamelessly compla�n�ng about Turkey to 
Western powers and med�a outlets, from 
provok�ng un�vers�ty and h�gh school youth to 
damag�ng the economy through boycott calls 
— all the buttons are be�ng pushed at once.
Most recently, they have explo�ted the pol�t�cs 
of tens�on and provocat�on us�ng the Gaza 
genoc�de. Wh�le 50,000 �nnocent people were 
massacred, they rema�ned s�lent for 18 months 

say�ng, ‘What �s �t to us?’ and now they are 
try�ng to ga�n pol�t�cal m�leage from th�s 
human�tar�an tragedy by slander�ng Palest�n�an 
res�stance fighters defend�ng the�r land as 
‘terror�sts.’
Let me say th�s clearly: even though the actors 
may have changed, we know the game �s the 
same.Our nat�on also fully understands what �s 
be�ng attempted.erefore, no matter how hard 
they try, they cannot create the chaos and 
d�sorder they des�re. As the government, we 
avo�d fall�ng �nto the�r traps by stay�ng 
comm�tted to our pol�t�cs of serv�ce and 
ach�evement.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan also recalled that just last 
week, they began excavat�ons for the S�lvan 
Irr�gat�on Tunnel, one of Turkey's most 
strateg�c projects, and ach�eved results.

“WE ARE WITNESSING A HISTORIC 
SUCCESS STORY”
Also last week, Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, they 
launched the era of three �ndependent runways 
operat�ng s�multaneously at Istanbul A�rport — 
mak�ng Turkey the second country �n the 
world aer the Un�ted States to �mplement such 
a system.
Referr�ng to the oppos�t�on's earl�er statement 
that "no plane would land there," he 
emphas�zed that today, three planes can take off 
and land s�multaneously at that a�rport.
“Today, pra�se be to God, we are 
comm�ss�on�ng TÜRKSAT 6A,” Erdoğan 
sa�d.
“We take pr�de �n advanc�ng the space journey 
we began 31 years ago w�th TÜRKSAT 1B to a 
much h�gher level.W�th fa�th, determ�nat�on, 
and labor — w�th every sentence of th�s success 
story wr�tten �n knowledge, exper�ence, and 
sweat — we are all w�tness�ng a h�stor�c 
ach�evement.”
Express�ng great pr�de �n the �nst�tut�ons, 
eng�neers, and workers �nvolved �n the project, 
Pres�dent Erdoğan concluded:“All of th�s �s 
herald�ng the Century of Türk�ye we are 
bu�ld�ng. God w�ll�ng, we w�ll reach even 
greater he�ghts. We w�ll hand over a strong, 
prosperous, and respected Türk�ye to our 
youth.
May God support us all on th�s path we walk 
w�th the support of our people and grant us 
further success.

On th�s occas�on, I pray for the mercy of God 
upon Ahmet Özsoy and Al� Karslı, our brothers 
who were martyred here dur�ng the 
treacherous coup attempt by FETÖ terror�sts 
on July 15.
Once aga�n, I hope our first nat�onal and 
domest�c commun�cat�ons satell�te, TÜRKSAT 
6A, br�ngs goodness and prosper�ty to our 
country and nat�on.I congratulate all my 
brothers and s�sters whose labor, contr�but�ons, 
hard work, and �deas were �nvolved �n th�s 
project.”

“W�th TÜRKSAT 6A, Turkey has become
one of 11 countr�es capable of produc�ng 
�ts own commun�cat�ons satell�te”
Pres�dent Erdoğan stated at the TÜRKSAT 6A Comm�ss�on�ng Ceremony, 
“W�th TÜRKSAT 6A, wh�ch we developed us�ng more than 84 domest�c 
components w�th over 80% local�zat�on rate, Turkey has become one of 11 
countr�es capable of produc�ng �ts own commun�cat�ons satell�te.”
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Uzbek�stan and Russ�a 
D�scuss Strengthen�ng 
Strateg�c Partnersh�p and 
All�ance

Sadyr Japarov and Gurbanguly 
Berd�muhamedow Attend 
Nat�onal Equestr�an Games �n 
Issyk-Kul

ccord�ng to a statement Afrom the Uzbek 
Pres�dent�al Off�ce, 

M�rz�yoyev rece�ved Lavrov �n the 
h�stor�c c�ty of Samarkand.
e statement noted that Lavrov 
conveyed greet�ngs and best 
w�shes from Russ�an Pres�dent 
Vlad�m�r Put�n to M�rz�yoyev, 
and emphas�zed that d�scuss�ons 
focused on strengthen�ng the 
fr�endsh�p, comprehens�ve 
strateg�c partnersh�p, and all�ed 
relat�ons between Uzbek�stan and 
Russ�a.
It was h�ghl�ghted that both s�des 
expressed sat�sfact�on w�th the 
act�ve d�alogue and product�ve 
exchange of �deas across all fields.

e statement also underl�ned 
the �ncrease �n trade and 
�nvestment volumes between the 
two countr�es, the strengthen�ng 

of cooperat�on between reg�onal 
and lead�ng �ndustr�al 
enterpr�ses, and the further 
expans�on of partnersh�ps �n 
culture, arts, sc�ence, educat�on, 
healthcare, sports, and tour�sm.
Add�t�onally, the two off�c�als 
exchanged v�ews on reg�onal and 
�nternat�onal �ssues of mutual 
concern.

Lavrov �s also scheduled to meet 
w�th Uzbek�stan’s Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Bakht�yor Sa�dov dur�ng 
h�s stay �n Samarkand.

Uzbek�stan’s Pres�dent Shavkat 
M�rz�yoyev d�scussed the consol�dat�on of 
comprehens�ve strateg�c partnersh�p and 
all�ed relat�ons w�th Russ�an Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Sergey Lavrov, who �s on a 
work�ng v�s�t to the country.

ccord�ng to the Pres�dent�al APress Serv�ce, the d�st�ngu�shed 
guests were greeted w�th 

trad�t�onal Akyn �mprov�sat�ons at the 
entrance of the h�ppodrome. ey were 
then �ntroduced to the Kyrgyz V�llage 
ethnocomplex, wh�ch showcased 
elements of trad�t�onal Kyrgyz l�fe, 
�nclud�ng yurts, folk cras, nat�onal 
cu�s�ne, and trad�t�onal costumes.

e event also featured compet�t�ons �n 
Corgo Salysh and Kok-Boru. Guests 
were g�ven demonstrat�ons of 
"Salbuurun," a trad�t�onal form of 
hunt�ng w�th b�rds of prey and Ta�gan 
hunt�ng dogs.
At the conclus�on of the cultural 
program, Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov 
personally escorted the honored guest to 
Issyk-Kul Internat�onal A�rport.

Kyrgyz Pres�dent Sadyr Japarov and Cha�rman of 
the People's Counc�l of Turkmen�stan Gurbanguly 
Berd�muhamedow attended a presentat�on of 
Kyrgyzstan’s nat�onal equestr�an games, Corgo 
Salysh and Kok-Boru, held at the h�ppodrome �n 
the v�llage of Baktuu-Dolonotu, Issyk-Kul reg�on.
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M�n�ster F�dan: e Turk�c world w�ll cont�nue to stand by the 
Turk�sh Cypr�ots as a whole.

Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan 
spoke at a jo�nt press conference 
organ�zed aer h�s meet�ng w�th 

Norweg�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Espen 
Barth E�de at the M�n�stry of Fore�gn 
Affa�rs. Not�ng that they also d�scussed 
developments �n Palest�ne dur�ng h�s 
meet�ng w�th h�s counterpart, F�dan sa�d, 
“Israel's massacres �n Gaza cont�nue w�th 
all the�r v�olence �n front of the eyes of 
the world. Human�tar�an a�d has not 
been allowed to enter Gaza for more 
than 50 days. Hunger can ne�ther be 
used as a weapon, nor as a pol�t�cal 
barga�n�ng tool, nor as a means of 
pun�shment. e un�nterrupted and 
cont�nuous del�very of human�tar�an a�d 
to Gaza must be ensured as soon as 
poss�ble."
Stat�ng that no country �s super�or to 
�nternat�onal law, F�dan emphas�zed that 
“Israel's act�ons aga�nst the law and 
human consc�ence must come to an end 
as soon as poss�ble."
Asked about h�s v�ews on the recent 
steps taken by Central As�an states �n the 
context of Cyprus, F�dan stated that the 
capac�ty development, work, and 
progress of Central As�an countr�es have 
attracted the attent�on of global actors 
and the European Un�on (EU). F�dan 
sa�d that th�s �s "understandable" from 
the�r po�nt of v�ew and added, "However, 
there are also areas where we see that 
th�s mutual �nterest �s be�ng explo�ted by 
the EU. Of course, we are closely 
follow�ng these developments �n all the�r 
d�mens�ons. We are tak�ng the necessary 
�n�t�at�ves. We are �n contact w�th our 
fr�ends, exchang�ng v�ews, and shar�ng 
�nformat�on."
M�n�ster F�dan underl�ned that they w�ll 
cont�nue to "act �n accordance w�th the 
�deal of the Turk�c world." Po�nt�ng out 
that there �s another problemat�c �ssue, 
F�dan sa�d, "Some c�rcles who want to 
break us apart based on th�s latest 
�nc�dent want us to d�scuss th�s �ssue 
openly �n publ�c. As a pr�nc�ple, we 
prefer not to d�scuss fam�ly matters �n 
publ�c. In th�s respect, the man�pulat�ons 
of those who want to dr�ve a wedge 
between us and the Turk�c world w�ll not 
be successful."

"e Turk�c world w�ll cont�nue to 
stand by the Turk�sh Cypr�ots as a 
whole."
On the other hand, F�dan sa�d that "the 
efforts of those who try to �mpose a 
negat�ve rat�ng on the government" w�ll 
not be successful, add�ng that the place 
they stand, the steps they take, and 
Turkey's d�rect�on are clear. Emphas�z�ng 
that they w�ll cont�nue to act w�th 

common sense and address all k�nds of 
�ssues w�th�n the fam�ly counc�l, F�dan 
sa�d, "Our pos�t�on on th�s �ssue �s clear. 
e Turk�sh Cypr�ots are an essent�al 
and �nseparable part of the great fam�ly 
of the Turk�c world. �s w�ll never 
change �n real�ty. e Turk�c world w�ll 
cont�nue to stand by the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ots as a whole. We w�ll pat�ently 
cont�nue our pol�c�es on th�s �ssue."

F�dan sa�d that everyone act�ng w�th 
the same understand�ng and 
determ�nat�on would make the fam�ly 
b�gger and stronger.
F�dan sa�d Norway �s a respected partner 
of Turkey that supports mult�lateral 
d�plomacy, �nternat�onal law, and 
peaceful solut�ons and shares s�m�lar 
v�ews on many �nternat�onal and 
reg�onal �ssues. Rem�nd�ng that 2026 w�ll 
mark the 100th ann�versary of 
d�plomat�c relat�ons between Turkey and 
Norway, F�dan emphas�zed that the two 
countr�es are determ�ned to further 
strengthen the�r deep-rooted relat�ons 
and w�ll work hard to �ncrease mutual 
�nvestments and b�lateral trade volume. 
Not�ng that they are pleased w�th the 
�ncreas�ng number of sh�ps bu�lt for 
Norway by Turk�sh sh�pyards, F�dan 
sa�d, "In the com�ng per�od, we are also 
develop�ng our cooperat�on w�th 
Norway �n the field of the defense 
�ndustry. We encourage our relevant 
�nst�tut�ons and compan�es to work on 
concrete projects.”

"As two NATO all�es, the future of 
European secur�ty �s of great 
�mportance to us."
Stat�ng that they also d�scussed the fight 
aga�nst terror�sm w�th h�s counterpart, 
F�dan sa�d that they conveyed the�r 
expectat�ons regard�ng terror�st 
organ�zat�ons such as FETÖ and PKK 
and that they w�ll cont�nue to work 
closely on these �ssues.
F�dan cont�nued: "As two NATO all�es, 
the future of European secur�ty �s of 
great �mportance to us. As two non-EU 
NATO members — our country and 
Norway — we bel�eve that all steps 
towards European secur�ty should be 
shaped w�th our �nput. We w�ll cont�nue 
to work w�th other non-EU NATO all�es 
on th�s."
Turkey fully supports Ukra�ne's 
terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty and sovere�gnty. S�nce 
the beg�nn�ng of the war, we have 
cont�nued to call for negot�at�ons for a 
just and last�ng peace. We hope that a 
part�al ceasefire w�ll be �mplemented as 
soon as poss�ble. �s would be the first 
step toward peace. As our Pres�dent has 

stated, Turkey w�ll cont�nue to be part of 
any construct�ve effort �n th�s d�rect�on."
Stat�ng that Norway has been send�ng 
human�tar�an a�d to Syr�a for a long t�me 
and that they find th�s extremely 
valuable �n terms of establ�sh�ng stab�l�ty 
and secur�ty �n Syr�a, F�dan sa�d that he 
and h�s colleague also agreed on the 
�mportance of l��ng the sanct�ons 
aga�nst Syr�a completely. It �s the�r 
common w�sh that Syr�a becomes a 
stable and prosperous country, where 
terror�st organ�zat�ons cannot shelter and 
wh�ch �s not a source of �rregular 
m�grat�on.
F�dan emphas�zed that Israel's act�ons 
aga�nst �nternat�onal law and the 
consc�ence of human�ty must come to an 
end as soon as poss�ble, and sa�d that 
Turkey w�ll cont�nue �ts efforts �n th�s 
d�rect�on w�th determ�nat�on.
Rem�nd�ng that Norway hosted the 
Organ�zat�on of Islam�c Cooperat�on 
(OIC) Arab League Gaza Contact Group 
meet�ng �n December 2023, F�dan stated 
that Norway part�c�pated �n the meet�ng 
organ�zed �n Antalya on Apr�l 11 and 
thanked Norway for �ts contr�but�ons to 
the work of the group.
F�dan stated that Norway shares the 
sens�t�v�ty of the Palest�n�an �ssue �n all 
k�nds of �nternat�onal platforms and took 
a very �mportant and mean�ngful step by 
recogn�z�ng the State of Palest�ne last 
year.
"e b�ggest threat to the stab�l�ty of our 
reg�on r�ght now �s Israel's expans�on�st 
mental�ty. Israel th�nks �t can ensure �ts 
own secur�ty by occupy�ng Palest�n�an 
terr�tor�es and weaken�ng ne�ghbor�ng 
countr�es. �s strategy �s completely 
wrong. e only solut�on that w�ll ensure 
the secur�ty of the countr�es �n the 
reg�on, espec�ally Israel, �s the 
establ�shment of a Palest�n�an state." 
F�dan emphas�zed that the struggle for 
the r�ghts of the Palest�n�an people w�ll 
also enable the establ�shment of reg�onal 
secur�ty.

Some recent allegat�ons about the TRNC
F�dan po�nted out that the steps taken 
under the leadersh�p of Pres�dent Recep 
Tayy�p Erdoğan �n recent years regard�ng 
the �nst�tut�onal�zat�on of the Turk�c 

world are g�gant�c compared to other 
steps �n h�story. He emphas�zed that 
Turkey has always been the �deal of the 
Turk�c world, both dur�ng the Sov�et 
Un�on and today, when there are 
�ndependent Turk�c republ�cs, and w�ll 
always cont�nue to be the �deal of the 
Turk�c world.
Referr�ng to the allegat�ons made by 
some c�rcles �n recent days regard�ng the 
Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC), F�dan cont�nued as follows:
"e sens�t�v�ty of our Pres�dent on th�s 
�ssue �s obv�ous. As a m�n�stry and as a 
government, our work and efforts are 
obv�ous. e work and efforts we have 
put forward w�th the TRNC are clear. 
But desp�te all th�s, the effort to create a 
problem that does not ex�st, to present a 
problem that does not ex�st as �f �t does, 
actually shows how desperate and �n a 
d�lemma the focal po�nts who str�ve on 
th�s �ssue are."
Referr�ng to the Crans-Montana process 
�n 2017, F�dan stated that the TRNC 
w�thdrew from the federat�on model 
aer that day and that they have 
repeatedly stated that they w�ll not waste 
t�me w�th negot�at�ons that w�ll not y�eld 
results.
F�dan sa�d, "And then, the two-state 
solut�on model was put forward, and we 
cont�nued to stand beh�nd th�s model. At 
the meet�ng held �n Geneva last March, 
the federal model was not even 
ment�oned by the UN. Instead, we 
focused on areas where the two s�des on 
the �sland could cooperate.”

"No matter what the Greeks and the 
European Un�on say, the exhausted 
federat�on model �s now off the table."
Stat�ng that there �s a frozen problem on 
the �sland and that both s�des cont�nue 
to l�ve w�th�n the�r own borders under 
the management of the�r own 
adm�n�strat�ons, F�dan sa�d that the 
mutual �solat�on �mposed by the two 
s�des aga�nst each other has started to 
affect the total welfare of the �sland.
F�dan stated that they expressed the�r 
agreement w�th the v�s�on of the Un�ted 
Nat�ons on the �mportance of �ncreas�ng 
the sp�r�t of cooperat�on on the �sland:
"No matter what the Greeks and the 

Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan sa�d, "e Turk�sh 
world w�ll cont�nue to stand by the Turk�sh 
Cypr�ots as a whole. We w�ll pat�ently cont�nue 
our pol�c�es on th�s �ssue.”
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European Un�on say, the exhausted 
federat�on model �s now off the table. As 
you know, th�s model was also 
el�m�nated by the Greeks. But a 
negot�at�on process, a solut�on process, 
an agreement process that targets the 
further �solat�on of the Turk�sh Cypr�ots 
and causes them to struggle w�th more 
d�ff�cult�es �s not an approach that we 
w�ll accept �n any way. Of course, we 
respect the w�ll of the Turk�sh Cypr�ots. 
e�r own cho�ces, the�r own preferences 
are clear. But as a guarantor country, as 
the motherland, we always put forward 
our v�ews and our att�tude w�th great 
clar�ty. We are extremely clear on th�s 
�ssue."

"e allegat�on of dr�ll�ng on our 
cont�nental shelf �s unreal�st�c."
Stat�ng that they met w�th Greece as well 
as the UN on the cont�nental shelf �ssue, 
F�dan sa�d that they presented the�r 
v�ews on the bas�s of mutual respect. He 
emphas�zed that there are other ways to 
a�m for peace, prosper�ty, and susta�nable 
development on the �sland and that they 
w�ll cont�nue the�r construct�ve pol�c�es 
on th�s �ssue. "But th�s does not mean 
that we w�ll g�ve up our r�ghts."
F�dan emphas�zed that Turkey protects 
�ts r�ghts and �nterests �n the Eastern 
Med�terranean to the end.
"e allegat�on of dr�ll�ng on our 
cont�nental shelf �s untrue. On the other 
hand, we have conducted se�sm�c 
surveys and dr�lled wells �n our 
cont�nental shelf �n the Eastern 
Med�terranean. Our pr�or�t�es �n dr�ll�ng 
and hydrocarbon explorat�on are 
sc�ent�fically based." F�dan stated that 
everyone knows that Turkey w�ll not 
allow any un�lateral step or fa�t accompl� 
�n Cyprus, the Aegean, and the Eastern 
Med�terranean.
Po�nt�ng out that w�th the start of the 
Russ�a-Ukra�ne War and the European 
secur�ty perspect�ve of the new 
adm�n�strat�on �n the US, a debate on 
the European secur�ty arch�tecture has 
started, F�dan sa�d:
"Before th�s debate started, we were 
always po�nt�ng out, espec�ally as NATO 
member states that are not members of 
the European Un�on, that w�th�n NATO, 
the EU �tself creates a separate 
perspect�ve and acts on �t. e secur�ty 
�ssues of countr�es �n the European 
geography that are not members of the 
EU, such as Norway, Turkey, the UK, 
Alban�a, and Montenegro, also need to 
be managed. In fact, we have always 
ma�nta�ned our strateg�c �ns�stence that 
the NATO secur�ty arch�tecture should 
be a s�ngle secur�ty arch�tecture and that 
there should be no d�st�nct�on between 

EU and non-EU members. �s has been 
generally accepted."
Po�nt�ng out that the EU has �n�t�ated a 
process based on the European secur�ty 
arch�tecture and defense �ndustry, F�dan 
sa�d that th�s pol�cy has �n�t�ated 
concrete negot�at�ons on how European 
countr�es w�ll feed the�r own secur�ty 
and defense �ndustry sectors �n the next 
5-10 years, how they w�ll meet the�r 
defense needs, and how they w�ll prov�de 
financ�ng for th�s.
F�dan sa�d that the EU's new pol�cy 
�ncludes 3-4 categor�es such as EU and 
non-EU member states, cand�date 
countr�es, and countr�es that have s�gned 
strateg�c agreements, add�ng that th�s 
�n�t�at�ve �s the only concrete move the 
EU has made �n the defense �ndustry.
F�dan assessed that �f the US makes a 
dec�s�on on force structure, some 
d�scuss�ons on th�s �ssue may start �n 
Europe.

Emphas�s on Europe ensur�ng �ts own 
secur�ty
Underl�n�ng that the Russ�a-Ukra�ne 
War �s an �ssue �nseparable from 
European secur�ty, F�dan sa�d that 
Turkey's �deas on th�s �ssue largely 
overlap w�th the Norweg�an 
adm�n�strat�on and that the defense 
�ndustry cooperat�on between the two 
countr�es �s �n an extremely good state.
"Whether we l�ve �n th�s geography as 
members of the European Un�on or not, 
as part of the large European fam�ly, 
establ�sh�ng the secur�ty and peace of 
th�s geography should pr�mar�ly be our 
job. We should be determ�ned to 
produce competence �n th�s regard, to 
develop a cooperat�on model." F�dan 
sa�d that they reached th�s conclus�on 
dur�ng the�r talks w�th h�s Norweg�an 
counterpart.
Stat�ng that a d�v�s�on such as "EU 
members and non-EU members" �n the 
European geography would encourage 
the search for other types of all�ances, 
F�dan sa�d, "Of course, our �ntegrat�on 
w�th�n ourselves and the development of 
a strategy on defense does not prevent us 
from seek�ng other all�ances."

Po�nt�ng out that pr�or�ty should be 
g�ven to "secur�ng the�r own 
ne�ghborhoods," F�dan sa�d:
"It �s not and cannot be a strateg�c 
approach to rely on the pr�nc�ple that 
someone else w�ll always come and 
protect our ne�ghborhood. God forb�d, �f 
one day the help you expect does not 
arr�ve, you w�ll be le �n the m�ddle. We 
w�ll cont�nue to pursue a mult�-faceted, 
mult�-geograph�cal, mult�-layered 
secur�ty strategy."
Norweg�an Fore�gn M�n�ster E�de
In h�s speech, Norweg�an Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Espen Barth E�de spoke about 
the global �mpact of Israel's attacks on 
Palest�ne, po�nt�ng out that h�s country 
has never rema�ned s�lent on the Israel�-
Palest�n�an �ssue.

Emphas�z�ng that Norway was one of the 
first countr�es to call for a ceasefire, E�de 
sa�d:

"We were one of the first countr�es to say, 
‘Israel's response to the October 7 attacks 
went far beyond �nternat�onal human 
r�ghts laws or proport�onal�ty.'"
Stat�ng that �t �s extremely �mportant to 
be cons�stent on th�s �ssue, E�de sa�d:
"We need to defend �nternat�onal human 
r�ghts, laws, and regulat�ons. We bel�eve 
that these rules should be appl�ed at 
every po�nt."
E�de descr�bed Israel's v�olat�ons as 
"extremely extreme and worry�ng" and 
sa�d:

"Because �t causes a lot of unnecessary 
suffer�ng to the Palest�n�an people."
"We bel�eve that there should be a 
ceasefire �n Gaza," E�de sa�d, add�ng that 
h�s country had used �ts membersh�p �n 
both the Internat�onal Cr�m�nal Court 
(ICC) and the Internat�onal Court of 
Just�ce (ICJ) to ra�se certa�n �ssues.
E�de stated that he bel�eves the only 
solut�on �s a "two-state solut�on" and 
sa�d:
"e only alternat�ve to th�s �s perpetual 
v�olence. And th�s �s a very bad s�tuat�on. 
It �s also bad for Israel. �s �s a s�tuat�on 
that w�ll also affect the�r relat�ons w�th 
the�r ne�ghbors."
Regard�ng the countr�es that have 
rema�ned s�lent on Israel's attacks on 
Palest�ne, M�n�ster E�de sa�d:
"I am also concerned by the s�lence of 
others. I bel�eve that many of my 
Western counterparts have made a 
cr�t�cal m�stake by not mak�ng the�r 
v�ews clear."
Stat�ng that the meet�ng was "extremely 
useful, construct�ve, and product�ve," 
E�de sa�d, "Our b�lateral relat�ons are 
really strong and cont�nue to develop."
E�de po�nted out that the Russ�a-Ukra�ne 
war �s at a cruc�al juncture and that both 
h�s country and Turkey agree on the 
need for a last�ng peace agreement.
He emphas�zed that the two countr�es 
agree Ukra�ne's sovere�gnty and 
terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty must be respected, 
add�ng, "�s �s a terr�ble war. It took 
place due to Russ�a's aggress�on. So, of 
course, Ukra�ne also needs to make �ts 
own cho�ces �n the future and be free to 
do so."
Regard�ng the negot�at�on process, E�de 
sa�d, "If we see a s�tuat�on where the 
Un�ted States becomes less �nvolved �n 
th�s process—wh�ch �s not someth�ng we 
hope for—�t means that the rest of us 
w�ll have to take more steps. We w�ll 
need to assume more pol�t�cal and 
econom�c respons�b�l�ty �n th�s regard."

"e format�on of a new government 
�n Syr�a �s a prom�s�ng development."
Stat�ng that the format�on of a new 
government �n Syr�a �s a "prom�s�ng 
development," E�de cont�nued:
"At the beg�nn�ng of January, I went to 
Damascus, I was one of the first v�s�tors 
to the reg�on, and I v�s�ted Mr. (Ahmed) 
Shara, who �s now the Pres�dent of the 
Republ�c. Dur�ng th�s v�s�t, we 
emphas�zed the need for Syr�a to come 
together as a whole, not d�v�ded, and for 
the format�on of a nat�onal un�ty and 
�ntegr�ty."

E�de stressed that the necessary 
�mportance should be g�ven to ensur�ng 
nat�onal un�ty and �ntegr�ty �n Syr�a, and 
that everyone should un�te on th�s �ssue.
Speak�ng about h�s country's recogn�t�on 
of the state of Palest�ne, E�de sa�d:
"We have seen that th�s recogn�t�on �s 
�mportant, espec�ally �n terms of 
conv�nc�ng the Palest�n�an people that a 
two-state solut�on �s poss�ble. Because 
there are no two alternat�ve solut�ons 
here. We must move towards the real 
solut�on: the two-state solut�on. I am 
very pleased to be work�ng very closely 
w�th Turkey �n th�s regard."
E�de added that h�s country �s �nvolved 
�n many processes regard�ng Sudan and 
the Horn of Afr�ca. "We are d�fferent 
countr�es �n many ways, but both 
countr�es bel�eve th�s: We have an 
�mportant role to play here. We can 
make the world a better place.”

"We s�gned some strateg�c agreements 
w�th the EU �n the field of secur�ty and 
defense."
M�n�ster E�de stated that h�s country and 
Turkey are NATO countr�es and sa�d, 
"We have really strong arm�es. Dur�ng 
the Cold War, Turkey and Norway were 
actually the only two NATO countr�es 
that had a border w�th the Sov�et Un�on."
He further ment�oned that h�s country �s 
not a member of the EU but �s close to 
the EU, add�ng, "In th�s context, there 
have been some meet�ngs between Par�s 
and London. Turkey, the Un�ted 
K�ngdom, and Norway were �nv�ted to 
these meet�ngs. Even Canada 
part�c�pated �n some. So, an �nformal 
format �s develop�ng, and we are gett�ng 
more �nvolved."
E�de sa�d that h�s country has s�gned 
some strateg�c agreements w�th the EU 
�n the field of secur�ty and defense and 
cont�nued: "We have stated that our 
collect�ve defense should be w�th�n 
NATO, but �f there are armament 
�n�t�at�ves or other �n�t�at�ves, we can also 
part�c�pate �n them for the European 
fam�ly. at’s why we are already able to 
part�c�pate �n these new European 
�n�t�at�ves. We are �nvolved �n Europe's 
defense-related preparat�on �n�t�at�ves 
unt�l 2030. I th�nk �t’s extremely 
�mportant to make s�m�lar developments 
w�th Turkey."
E�de concluded by say�ng that �t �s 
extremely �mportant for all European 
and NATO countr�es to be �nvolved �n 
the developments. "It �s �mportant for us 
that the EU shows more �nterest �n th�s 
�ssue, and we welcome that. But �t needs 
to be open, and even �f there are some 
developments, there �s st�ll a lot of work 
to be done.”
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The meet�ng, hosted by 
Dunay Bed�rhanov, 
Cha�rman of the 

Azerba�jan Space Agency, took 
place �n the cap�tal, Baku. OTS 
Secretary General Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev, along w�th off�c�als 
from Türk�ye, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbek�stan, 
part�c�pated �n the event.

e meet�ng a�med to strengthen 
mutual relat�ons �n the field of 
space among the Turk�c states 
and to develop jo�nt technolog�es. 
Yusuf Kıraç, Pres�dent of the 
Turk�sh Space Agency (TUA), 

also attended the meet�ng.
D�scuss�ons �ncluded the launch 
of a jo�nt CubeSat project among 
OTS countr�es, the 
standard�zat�on of the legal 
framework �n the field of space, 
and the establ�shment of a v�rtual 
space academy.

Add�t�onally, �nformat�on was 
shared regard�ng the space camp 
planned to be organ�zed �n 
Türk�ye.

e part�es reached a consensus 
on hold�ng regular meet�ngs 
between the OTS space agenc�es 
and relevant author�t�es, and on 
conduct�ng cooperat�on and 
�nformat�on exchange 
systemat�cally among member 
and observer countr�es.

Source: Vedat Kurt

e 4th Meet�ng of OTS Space 
Agenc�es and Relevant Author�t�es 
Held �n Azerba�jan
e 4th Meet�ng of the Space Agenc�es and Relevant 
Author�t�es of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States 
(OTS) was held �n Azerba�jan.

Russ�an Pres�dent 
Put�n Meets Trump's 
M�ddle East Envoy 
W�tkoff
Russ�an Pres�dent Vlad�m�r 
Put�n met w�th Steve W�tkoff, 
the M�ddle East Spec�al Envoy 
of U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump.

ccord�ng to a statement from the Kreml�n, AW�tkoff was rece�ved by Put�n �n Moscow.

e meet�ng was also attended by Kreml�n Fore�gn Pol�cy 
Adv�ser Yur� Ushakov and Put�n’s Spec�al Representat�ve 
for Internat�onal Econom�c Cooperat�on K�r�ll Dm�tr�ev.
Yur� Ushakov later br�efed journal�sts �n Moscow, 
evaluat�ng the meet�ng between Put�n and W�tkoff.

Ushakov stated that the meet�ng, wh�ch lasted 
approx�mately three hours, was construct�ve and 
benefic�al. He added:
"�s was W�tkoff 's fourth v�s�t to Russ�a. e meet�ng 
allowed for the narrow�ng of pos�t�ons between Russ�a 
and the Un�ted States on Ukra�ne and other �nternat�onal 
�ssues.

Dur�ng the talks, the poss�b�l�ty of restart�ng d�rect 
negot�at�ons between Russ�an and Ukra�n�an 
representat�ves was d�scussed. Product�ve d�alogue at 
var�ous levels between Russ�a and the Un�ted States w�ll 
cont�nue act�vely.”

Pres�dent Put�n had prev�ously met w�th Steve W�tkoff �n 
the Russ�an c�ty of St. Petersburg on Apr�l 11. at 
meet�ng, wh�ch lasted around 4.5 hours, also focused on 
poss�ble solut�ons regard�ng the Ukra�ne �ssue.
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Wh�le a new c�ty named 
New And�jan began 
construct�on �n 2021 near 

the c�ty of And�jan �n eastern 
Uzbek�stan, the c�ty w�ll henceforth be 
called Babur.
Dur�ng h�s v�s�t to the And�jan reg�on 
th�s week, Pres�dent Shavkat 
M�rz�yoyev �nspected the ongo�ng 
construct�on works �n the New And�jan 
c�ty.
Meet�ng w�th the people of And�jan and 
local leaders, M�rz�yoyev proposed 
nam�ng the c�ty aer Babur—the 
founder of the Great Mughal Emp�re, a 
great poet, and statesman. e c�ty's 
res�dents supported th�s proposal, and 
the c�ty was off�c�ally named Babur.
In h�s speech, M�rz�yoyev stated, 
“Babur �s such a great person that not 
only streets and squares, but even a 
separate c�ty should be named aer 
h�m. Babur l�ved h�s l�fe long�ng for h�s 
homeland, wherever he was �n the 
world. Today, �f I say that our great 
ancestor’s dreams have come true and 
that h�s soul has returned to h�s 
homeland, �t would be accurate. 
Congratulat�ons to us all on such a 
great and h�stor�c day.”

Turk�sh des�gners �nvolved �n c�ty 
plann�ng
Accord�ng to �nformat�on gathered 
from Uzbek author�t�es, Turk�sh 
des�gners were also �nvolved �n the 
plann�ng and des�gn of the new c�ty, 
wh�ch �s be�ng bu�lt on an area of 4,000 
hectares.

Accord�ng to the mult�-phase project 
st�ll under construct�on, more than 
2,000 res�dences w�ll be bu�lt on 1,500 
hectares, and parks and green areas w�ll 
be created on 1,820 hectares. e 
rema�n�ng space w�ll be used for 
�ndustr�al enterpr�ses and 
�nfrastructure fac�l�t�es.
So far, 63 mult�-story res�dences, a 
school, a polycl�n�c, shopp�ng centers, 
banks, �nfrastructure fac�l�t�es, and 
some �ndustr�al enterpr�ses have 
already been bu�lt. An add�t�onal 40 
res�dences are expected to be completed 
by the end of the year.

New Uzbek�stan Park and Babur 
statue to be bu�lt
In the c�ty, New Uzbek�stan Park �s also 
be�ng constructed. e 19-hectare park, 
where over 10,000 sapl�ngs have been 
planted, w�ll �nclude c�nemas, concert 
halls, var�ous attract�ons, and other 
enterta�nment venues.
Accord�ng to the project, a large statue 
of Babur w�ll be erected �n the center of 

the park, and a themat�c park ded�cated 
to all rulers of the Babur Emp�re w�ll 
also be created.
Once the construct�on �n Babur c�ty �s 
completed, �t w�ll be able to 
accommodate 410,000 res�dents.

Born �n And�jan, founded an emp�re 
�n Ind�a
Born �n And�jan �n 1483, Babur Shah 
was a great statesman, poet, and wr�ter 
who later founded the Babur Emp�re �n 
Ind�a. He was a descendant of T�mur 
on h�s father's s�de and of Gengh�s 
Khan on h�s mother's s�de.

Aer los�ng h�s father, the ruler of 
Fergana, at a young age, Babur 
ascended the throne at just 12 years old 
and ach�eved h�s first major m�l�tary 
success at 14 by captur�ng Samarkand.
Aer be�ng defeated �n the battle for 
Samarkand by Muhammad Shayban� �n 
1504, Babur le Central As�a and took 
Kabul—the first target of h�s major 
campa�gn towards Ind�a.

In 1526, dur�ng h�s campa�gn �n Ind�a, 
Babur defeated Delh� Sultan Ibrah�m 
Lod�’s 100,000-strong army w�th just 
12,000 sold�ers, thus lay�ng the 
foundat�on of the Babur Emp�re—ruled 
by the T�mur�d dynasty—wh�ch lasted 
for over three centur�es �n Ind�a.
One of the 16 Turk�sh �mper�al �ags 
d�splayed at the Pres�dent�al Palace of 
the Republ�c of Turkey �s that of the 
Babur Emp�re founded �n Ind�a.

H�s Works
In add�t�on to be�ng a statesman, Babur 
Shah was also a poet, translator, and 
author. In h�s 47-year l�fe, he le beh�nd 
a r�ch l�terary and sc�ent�fic legacy and �s 
cons�dered the most �mportant poet of 

Chagata� l�terature aer Al�sher 
Navo�.
Zah�r�dd�n Muhammad Babur 
authored the autob�ograph�cal 
Baburnama, as well as many ghazals, 
ruba�s, and poems comp�led �n h�s 
D�van-� Babur. He also wrote Mubay�n 
on Islam�c jur�sprudence, the Arud 
R�sales� on prosody, and other works.

Another of Babur’s creat�ons was the 
Babur� Scr�pt (Hatt-� Babur�), a wr�t�ng 
system he �nvented by blend�ng the 
Arab�c and Uyghur alphabets. It �s 
known that Babur used th�s scr�pt �n 
correspondence w�th state off�c�als and 
relat�ves, and even comm�ss�oned a 
Qur’an to be wr�tten �n �t.

Zah�r�dd�n Muhammad Babur, who emerged 
from Turkestan and conquered Ind�a, 
found�ng the great Mughal Emp�re there, has 
had h�s name g�ven to a newly constructed 
c�ty �n h�s b�rthplace, And�jan.

A c�ty �s be�ng establ�shed �n 
Uzbek�stan �n honor of the 
Mughal Emperor Babur
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Kazakhstan and Turkmen�stan 
plan to expand the�r 
cooperat�on �n the natural gas 
sector

ccord�ng to a statement from Athe Kazakh Pres�dent�al 
Off�ce, Pres�dent Tokayev met 

w�th Cha�rman Berd�muhamedov 
dur�ng an �nformal meet�ng held �n the 
c�ty of Turk�stan.

Dur�ng the meet�ng, var�ous �ssues were 
d�scussed w�th the a�m of further 
strengthen�ng the mult�faceted strateg�c 
partnersh�p between the two countr�es. 
In part�cular, steps to �ncrease b�lateral 
trade to 1 b�ll�on dollars were evaluated.

Tokayev h�ghl�ghted the successful 
development of cooperat�on between 
Kazakhstan and Turkmen�stan, stat�ng, 
"Our plans �nclude strateg�c projects �n 
not only the gas sector but also �n 
transportat�on and log�st�cs.”

Berd�muhamedov emphas�zed that 
Kazakhstan �s one of Turkmen�stan’s 
key strateg�c partners, add�ng, "Our 

b�lateral relat�ons �n pol�t�cal, 
commerc�al, econom�c, cultural, and 
human�tar�an areas have pos�t�ve 
expectat�ons.”
e meet�ng focused on the 
development of the natural gas sector 
cooperat�on, �nclud�ng Kazakhstan’s 
part�c�pat�on �n Turkmen�stan’s 
Galk�n�sh field project, wh�ch �s be�ng 
developed w�th fore�gn partners.

e part�es also d�scussed cooperat�on 
�n areas such as transportat�on, 
educat�on, and d�g�tal�zat�on.

Kazakhstan's Pres�dent Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev and Turkmen�stan's Halk Maslahaty 
Cha�rman Gurbanguly Berd�muhamedov 
d�scussed the expans�on of the�r cooperat�on 
�n the natural gas sector.

ccord�ng to a wr�tten Astatement from the Georg�an 
M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs, 

the meet�ng was opened by Georg�an 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Maka Botchor�shv�l� 
and attended by Azerba�jan� Deputy 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Elnur Mammadov, 
Armen�an Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Vahan Kostanyan, and Georg�an 
Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster Lasha 
Darsal�a.

In her open�ng remarks, M�n�ster 
Botchor�shv�l� emphas�zed Georg�a’s 
comm�tment to foster�ng reg�onal 
cooperat�on, stat�ng: "What br�ngs us 
together around th�s table today �s 
Georg�a’s genu�ne des�re to promote 
reg�onal cooperat�on and �dent�fy 
shared �nterests."

Underscor�ng the �mportance of 
shar�ng v�s�ons for the reg�on and 
explor�ng opportun�t�es for tr�lateral 
collaborat�on, she added: "e South 

Caucasus �s a reg�on of �mmense 
potent�al and strateg�c �mportance that 
we can harness together."

e meet�ng, held at the level of deputy 
fore�gn m�n�sters, was closed to the 
press. e off�c�al statement outl�ned 
the core object�ve of the gather�ng:
"To �dent�fy and exchange v�ews on 
mutually benefic�al, pract�cal areas of 
tr�lateral cooperat�on that w�ll 
contr�bute to the prosper�ty, stab�l�ty, 
and susta�nable development of the 
reg�on.”

It was also emphas�zed that th�s 
tr�lateral meet�ng among the m�n�str�es 
of fore�gn affa�rs does not contrad�ct or 
replace any ex�st�ng cooperat�on 
formats. Instead, �t represents an 
add�t�onal effort by the three 
ne�ghbor�ng countr�es to bu�ld 
construct�ve and mutually benefic�al 
partnersh�ps.

Azerba�jan, Georg�a, and 
Armen�a Delegat�ons Meet to 
D�scuss Strengthen�ng 
Cooperat�on �n the South 
Caucasus

Delegat�ons from Georg�a, Azerba�jan, and 
Armen�a convened �n Georg�a’s cap�tal, 
Tb�l�s�, to d�scuss enhanc�ng reg�onal 
cooperat�on �n the South Caucasus.
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Georg�a: Russ�a Cont�nues to 
V�olate Georg�a's Terr�tor�al 
Integr�ty

eorg�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Maka GBotchor�shv�l� met w�th the 
Secretary General of the 

Organ�zat�on for Secur�ty and Co-
operat�on �n Europe (OSCE), Fer�dun 
S�n�rl�oğlu, who was v�s�t�ng the cap�tal 
Tb�l�s�.
Follow�ng the�r closed-door meet�ng at 
the M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs, 
Botchor�shv�l� and S�n�rl�oğlu held a 
jo�nt press conference.
Speak�ng at the conference, 
Botchor�shv�l� rem�nded that Georg�a �s 
a member of the OSCE, stat�ng, “In th�s 
context, on the 50th ann�versary of the 
OSCE’s establ�shment, we bel�eve th�s 
organ�zat�on must have the capac�ty to 
work for European secur�ty.”

Botchor�shv�l� emphas�zed that Georg�a 
�s fac�ng a problem w�th �ts terr�tor�al 
�ntegr�ty, say�ng, “Two reg�ons of 
Georg�a, Abkhaz�a and Tskh�nval� 
(South Osset�a), are under Russ�an 
occupat�on, and Russ�a cont�nues to 
v�olate Georg�a’s terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty.”
She noted that S�n�rl�oğlu would v�s�t the 
occupat�on l�ne of South Osset�a, wh�ch 
un�laterally declared �ndependence from 
Georg�a, as part of h�s v�s�t, and added 
that the OSCE Secretary General would 
“have the opportun�ty to w�tness 
firsthand the severe human�tar�an 
consequences of the occupat�on.”
Botchor�shv�l� stated that the OSCE 
contr�butes to the Geneva D�scuss�ons 
between Georg�a and Russ�a and 
underl�ned the need to restart the 
prev�ously held Gal� Talks between the 
two countr�es.

Stress�ng that Georg�a cont�nues to 
pursue a peaceful pol�cy, 
Botchor�shv�l� sa�d:

“We also bel�eve �t �s �mportant to 
ensure access to �nternat�onal secur�ty 
and human r�ghts mechan�sms �n the 
occup�ed terr�tor�es. Georg�a wants 
peace and stab�l�ty �n the reg�on.”
M�n�ster Botchor�shv�l� also emphas�zed 
that they want to cont�nue contr�but�ng 
to peace and stab�l�ty �n the South 
Caucasus, add�ng, “We welcome the 
peace agreement between Azerba�jan 
and Armen�a and state that Georg�a �s 
ready to contr�bute to strengthen�ng 
peace and cooperat�on �n the reg�on.”

"Stab�l�ty �n Georg�a �s of V�tal 
Importance”
S�n�rl�oğlu noted that th�s was h�s first 
off�c�al v�s�t to Georg�a as OSCE 
Secretary General.
He stated that the OSCE supports 
Georg�a, say�ng, “Of course, I serve 
loyally the �nterests of all member 
countr�es of our organ�zat�on.”
Fer�dun S�n�rl�oğlu po�nted out that the 
OSCE has a 16-year h�story of con��ct 
prevent�on mechan�sms and sa�d, “e 
OSCE �s an organ�zat�on that has proven 
the �mportance of d�alogue, espec�ally 
between reg�ons and countr�es �n 
con��ct.”

He noted that they have been 
cooperat�ng w�th the Georg�an 
government for many years and added:
“Stab�l�ty �n Georg�a �s of v�tal 
�mportance for the Georg�an people and 
for the secur�ty and stab�l�ty of the ent�re 
reg�on.”
OSCE Secretary General S�n�rl�oğlu 
expressed the�r determ�nat�on to prove 
to Georg�a that they are comm�tted to 
strengthen�ng secur�ty �n the country.
S�n�rl�oğlu’s contacts �n Georg�a are 
ongo�ng.

Georg�an Fore�gn M�n�ster Maka 
Botchor�shv�l� stated that Russ�a cont�nues �ts 
occupat�on pol�cy aga�nst her country.

azakhstan's Pres�dent, KKassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
pa�d a work�ng v�s�t to 

Mang�stau, located on the Casp�an 
Sea coast. Dur�ng the v�s�t, Tokayev 
�nspected the Aktau Internat�onal Sea 
Port, wh�ch plays a key role �n the 
development of the country’s trans�t 
potent�al.
M�n�ster of Transport Marat 
Karabayev br�efed Tokayev on the 
ongo�ng efforts to develop the reg�on's 
transportat�on and log�st�cs 
�nfrastructure.

Karabayev emphas�zed that the 
strateg�c locat�on of Aktau Port �n the 
"east-west and north-south" 
d�rect�ons �s of v�tal �mportance for 
both �nternat�onal and nat�onal 
transportat�on. He noted that the 
volume of cargo transported v�a the 
Trans-Casp�an Internat�onal 
Transport Corr�dor, wh�ch passes 
through the Casp�an Sea, �ncreased by 
62% to reach 4.5 m�ll�on tons �n 2024, 
w�th the goal of reach�ng 10 m�ll�on 
tons by 2028.

M�n�ster Karabayev h�ghl�ghted that a 
total of 24 �nfrastructure projects, 
worth approx�mately 3.64 b�ll�on 
dollars (1.9 tr�ll�on tenge), are be�ng 
�mplemented �n the reg�on to ach�eve 
th�s goal.

ese projects �nclude the 
construct�on of a conta�ner center 
that w�ll �ncrease the capac�ty of 
Aktau Port from 140,000 TEUs 
(Twenty-foot Equ�valent Un�ts) to 
240,000 TEUs, the construct�on of a 
h�ghway that w�ll reduce the d�stance 
between the cap�tal, Astana, and 
Aktau by 800 k�lometers, and the 
construct�on of a new a�rport �n the 
Kenderl� Tour�sm Resort on the 
Casp�an Sea coast.

Pres�dent Tokayev emphas�zed 
Mang�stau's strateg�c role �n 
becom�ng the transportat�on and 
log�st�cs hub of Euras�a and ordered 
the accelerat�on of the Kenderl� 
A�rport construct�on project.

Kazakhstan �s 
Implement�ng Major 
Infrastructure Projects on 
the Casp�an Sea Coast
Kazakhstan �s carry�ng out 24 �nfrastructure 
projects, �nclud�ng ports, cargo term�nals, 
h�ghways, and a�rports, �n the Mang�stau 
reg�on, the only sea gateway on the Casp�an 
Sea coast.
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Azerba�jan and Ch�na S�gn Comprehens�ve Strateg�c 
Partnersh�p Declarat�on
W�th�n the framework of Azerba�jan� 
Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev’s v�s�t to Ch�na, a 
ser�es of agreements were s�gned between the 
two countr�es, �nclud�ng a declarat�on on the 
establ�shment of a comprehens�ve strateg�c 
partnersh�p and mutual v�sa exempt�on.

Accord�ng to a statement from 
the Azerba�jan� Pres�dency, 
dur�ng h�s off�c�al v�s�t to 

Ch�na, Al�yev met w�th Ch�nese 
Pres�dent X� J�np�ng.
Follow�ng the meet�ng, Al�yev and X� 
s�gned the “Jo�nt Declarat�on on the 
Establ�shment of a Comprehens�ve 
Strateg�c Partnersh�p Between the 
Republ�c of Azerba�jan and the People's 
Republ�c of Ch�na.”

e declarat�on stated that both part�es 
would support each other �n 
safeguard�ng the�r fundamental �nterests, 
sovere�gnty, secur�ty, and terr�tor�al 
�ntegr�ty. It emphas�zed Azerba�jan's 
support for the "One Ch�na" pol�cy and 
strong oppos�t�on to Ta�wan's 
�ndependence, wh�le Ch�na expressed 
strong support for the peace agenda 
proposed by Azerba�jan (w�th Armen�a).
Accord�ng to the declarat�on, the part�es 
agreed to strengthen the al�gnment of 

Ch�na’s “Belt and Road” �n�t�at�ve w�th 
Azerba�jan’s “Rev�val of the S�lk Road” 
state development strategy and the 2030 
Soc�o-Econom�c Development Strategy, 
to promote jo�nt modern�zat�on, and to 
create a new field of jo�nt development 
character�zed by a h�gher level, strong 
res�l�ence, and long-term stab�l�ty.

To enhance �nteract�on �n the fields of 
trade, �nvestment, green energy, and 
d�g�tal economy, and to contr�bute to 
h�gh-qual�ty development of b�lateral 
cooperat�on �n trade and economy, the 
two s�des agreed to establ�sh a “Work�ng 
Group on Investment Cooperat�on.”
ey also declared the�r �ntent�on to 
gradually expand mutual market access 
for env�ronmentally fr�endly and h�gh-
qual�ty agr�cultural products by jo�ntly 
creat�ng favorable cond�t�ons for the 
development of trade and economy 
between the two countr�es.
e part�es stated �n the declarat�on that 

they are ready to start negot�at�ons on a 
free trade agreement to prov�de h�gh-
level �nst�tut�onal guarantees for 
deepen�ng cooperat�on �n trade and 
�nvestment.

ey expressed read�ness to cont�nuously 
deepen cooperat�on �n the �ndustr�al 
sector and to act�vely promote the d�g�tal 
transformat�on of the �ndustry. e 
declarat�on also noted support for 
strengthen�ng, deepen�ng, and expand�ng 
commerc�al cooperat�on between 
enterpr�ses of the two countr�es �n fields 
such as petrochem�cals, metallurgy, 
text�le �ndustry, pharmaceut�cals, and 
mechan�cal eng�neer�ng equ�pment.

e s�des expressed the�r read�ness to 
act�vely develop cooperat�on �n the field 
of renewable energy and to jo�ntly 
advance the format�on of a global 
partnersh�p �n clean energy, wh�ch 
supports the energy trans�t�on and 
susta�nable soc�o-econom�c development 
of both countr�es.
e declarat�on stated that Ch�na �s 
ready to cooperate w�th Azerba�jan and 
other countr�es along the route on 
Ch�na-Europe-Ch�na express corr�dors 
cross�ng the Casp�an Sea. It also 
emphas�zed both part�es’ �nterest �n 
�mprov�ng the level of favorable 
cond�t�ons for automob�le transportat�on 
between Azerba�jan and Ch�na and 
lay�ng the groundwork for b�lateral trade 
and econom�c cooperat�on.

Mutual V�sa Exempt�on Introduced 

Between Ch�na and Azerba�jan
As part of Al�yev’s v�s�t, a ser�es of 
agreements were s�gned between 
Azerba�jan and Ch�na.
At the ceremony attended by Ch�nese 
Pres�dent X�, Azerba�jan� Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Jeyhun Bayramov and Ch�nese 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Wang Y� s�gned the 
“Agreement Between the Government of 
the Republ�c of Azerba�jan and the 
Government of the People's Republ�c of 
Ch�na on Mutual V�sa Exempt�on for 
Passport Holders.”
Add�t�onally, m�n�sters and off�c�als from 
both countr�es s�gned agreements �n the 
fields of m�ne clearance, mutual legal 
ass�stance �n cr�m�nal matters, techn�cal 
and econom�c cooperat�on, cooperat�on 
�n sc�ence and technology, jud�c�ary, 
culture, copyr�ght, transportat�on, trade, 
med�a, and �nformat�on.

Nakhch�van and Urumq� Become 
S�ster C�t�es
Dur�ng the ceremony, a letter of �ntent 
was s�gned declar�ng the c�ty of 
Nakhch�van �n the Nakhch�van 
Autonomous Republ�c of Azerba�jan and 
the c�ty of Urumq� �n the X�nj�ang 
Uyghur Autonomous Reg�on of Ch�na as 
s�ster c�t�es.
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World Food Program: Gaza food stocks are completely depleted

n a wr�tten statement from WFP, �t was Inoted that k�tchens �n Gaza meet 25 
percent of the da�ly food needs of 

Palest�n�ans.
e statement sa�d that food stocks �n Gaza 
have been depleted and the last stocks were 
del�vered to the k�tchens �n the reg�on, wh�ch 
are expected to be depleted �n the com�ng 
days.
"On March 31, all 25 WFP-supported baker�es 
�n Gaza closed due to a shortage of wheat 
�our and cook�ng fuel," the statement sa�d, 
add�ng that WFP also supports baker�es to 
d�str�bute bread �n Gaza. e statement sa�d.
e statement emphas�zed that human�tar�an 
a�d has not entered Gaza for more than 7 
weeks due to the closure of border cross�ng 
po�nts and warned, "�s �s the longest closure 
the Gaza Str�p has ever faced, worsen�ng 
already frag�le markets and food systems."
More than 116,000 metr�c tons of food a�d, 
enough to feed one m�ll�on people for four 
months, �s ready to be brought to Gaza as 
soon as the borders open, the statement sa�d, 
add�ng, "W�thout urgent act�on to open the 
borders to a�d and trade, WFP's cr�t�cal 
ass�stance may have to end."
e statement called on the part�es to 
"pr�or�t�ze the needs of c�v�l�ans, �mmed�ately 
allow a�d to enter Gaza and fulfill the�r 
obl�gat�ons under �nternat�onal human�tar�an 
law."

Gaza government calls for "urgent 
human�tar�an corr�dor”
In a wr�tten statement �ssued by the Med�a 
Off�ce of the Palest�n�an government �n Gaza, 
Israel and �ts supporters were accused of 
comm�tt�ng "the cr�me of genoc�de 
documented �n aud�o and v�deo".
e statement sa�d that Israel's 55-day total 
blockade and closure of cross�ngs has led to 
the spread of fam�ne and the rap�d deepen�ng 
of a human�tar�an catastrophe that threatens 
the l�ves of more than 2.4 m�ll�on people.
"Fam�ne �n Gaza �s no longer a threat, �t has 
become a pa�nful real�ty. e 55-day Israel� 
blockade has resulted �n the deaths of 52 
Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng 50 ch�ldren, due to 
starvat�on and malnutr�t�on. �s �s one of the 
most horr�fic methods of slow k�ll�ng."
It was also reported that more than 60,000 
ch�ldren suffer from severe malnutr�t�on, wh�le 
more than 1 m�ll�on ch�ldren struggle w�th 
da�ly hunger, leav�ng them weak and 
phys�cally �mpa�red.
e statement noted that thousands of 
Palest�n�an fam�l�es are unable to prov�de even 
a s�ngle meal for the�r ch�ldren and are 
starv�ng to death.

"Last call before d�saster str�kes”
"�s �s the last call before d�saster str�kes. Any 
form of delay would be a clear compl�c�ty and 
an �ndel�ble shame for human�ty."
e Gaza government demanded the 
�mmed�ate and �mmed�ate open�ng of a safe 
human�tar�an corr�dor to save the l�ves of 
more than 2.4 m�ll�on Palest�n�ans.
e statement also called for the establ�shment 
of �ndependent �nternat�onal comm�ss�ons to 
�nvest�gate the "cr�mes of starvat�on and slow 
k�ll�ng" by Israel �n Gaza.
Osama, a 5-year-old Palest�n�an who starves �n 
Gaza, where Israel has closed borders, �s on 

the br�nk of death
On the other hand, �n the footage shared by 
Al-Quds News Network's X account, �t �s seen 
that Osama Rakab, 5-year-old Osama Rakab, 
who cannot get enough nutr�t�on due to the 
lack of a�d �n�ow, �s count�ng h�s bones due to 
extreme weakness �n Nasser Hosp�tal �n Khan 
Youn�s c�ty.
Osama's mother Menal Rakab sa�d her son 
suffers from malnutr�t�on and malabsorpt�on 
due to food shortages caused by Israel's closure 
of border cross�ngs.
Po�nt�ng out that her son's health was 
prev�ously very good and h�s we�ght was at the 
level �t should have been, the Palest�n�an 
mother sa�d, "Osama dropped to 9 k�lograms 
when he should have been 14 to 16."
Stat�ng that the border gates have been closed 
for two months and they have not rece�ved 
any a�d, the gr�ev�ng mother sa�d that Osama 
needs eggs and meat on a da�ly bas�s, but eggs 
cost 3 dollars and meat costs around 120 to 
150 dollars per k�lo.

"e pr�ces are very h�gh and I can't afford 
to buy Osama what he needs," sa�d Rakab, a 
Palest�n�an mother whose son came close to 
death.
Dr. Ahmed Abdulhalık al-Ferra stated that 
malnutr�t�on w�ll cause a whole generat�on �n 
Gaza to have trouble focus�ng and w�ll 
negat�vely affect the�r mental facult�es.
Po�nt�ng out that ch�ldren �n Gaza have 
chron�cally low blood levels and v�tam�n 
defic�enc�es due to malnutr�t�on, Dr. Ferra 
sa�d:
"We know that a ch�ld's bra�n �s shaped �n the 
first 3 years. If the ch�ld �s depr�ved of bas�c 
foods �n the first 3 years, permanent damage 
occurs �n the bra�n structure of the ch�ld. Even 
�f these bas�c foods are accessed later, there �s 
no change."

e human�tar�an cr�s�s �n Gaza deepens 
every day
Israel has dec�ded to halt the entry of 
human�tar�an a�d �nto the Gaza Str�p as of 
March 2, follow�ng the end of the 42-day first 
phase of the ceasefire and pr�soner swap 
agreement w�th Hamas.
S�nce October 7, 2023, Israel� m�l�tary attacks 
have d�splaced nearly 2 m�ll�on people �n the 
Gaza Str�p, wh�ch has a populat�on of 2.3 
m�ll�on.
Israel also targeted c�v�l�an �nfrastructure and 
hosp�tals, caus�ng a human�tar�an catastrophe 
�n Gaza.
e cut-off of water and electr�c�ty suppl�es 
and the closure of border cross�ngs exacerbate 
the d�ff�cult cond�t�ons for Palest�n�ans �n 
Gaza.
On the morn�ng of March 18, the Israel� army 
resumed �ts v�olent attacks �n the Gaza Str�p 
follow�ng the ceasefire that went �nto effect on 
January 19.
e number of Palest�n�ans k�lled �n Israel's 
attacks on the Gaza Str�p s�nce October 7, 

2023 has r�sen to 51,355 and the number of 
wounded to 117,248.

Israel� MP: "Starv�ng and deport�ng Gazans 
�s our duty”
In a program on Israel's Channel 14 telev�s�on, 
the far-r�ght Saada commented on the 
s�tuat�on �n Gaza, where the Tel Av�v 
adm�n�strat�on has not allowed human�tar�an 
a�d to enter s�nce March 2.
"Our m�ss�on �s to expel Gazans," Saada sa�d, 
cla�m�ng that 10 countr�es are w�ll�ng to accept 
Palest�n�ans l�v�ng �n Gaza.
When the presenter rem�nded h�m of h�s 
words, Saada sa�d, "Yes, I w�ll starve the 
res�dents of Gaza, yes, absolutely. �s �s our 
duty. I want to starve the res�dents of Gaza, I 
want to �mpose a complete s�ege."
Asked �f he was worr�ed about fac�ng 
�nternat�onal cr�t�c�sm for h�s prom�ses to 
starve and deport Gazans, Saada sa�d, "No, 
that's bor�ng. We have to deal w�th the Jews 
now.”

Israel has been block�ng a�d to Gaza for 54 
days
e Israel� adm�n�strat�on halted human�tar�an 
a�d �n�ows to the Gaza Str�p on March 2 
follow�ng the end of the first phase of the 
ceasefire and pr�soner swap agreement 
reached �n the Gaza Str�p, where 
approx�mately 2.3 m�ll�on Palest�n�ans l�ve.
S�nce then, not even a s�ngle parcel of 
human�tar�an a�d has been allowed to enter 
Gaza for 54 days. Due to the den�al of a�d, 
Gaza, wh�ch �s under Israel� attacks, �s 
exper�enc�ng shortages of food, med�c�ne, 
water as well as fuel.

e Israel� cab�net has reportedly dec�ded to 
ma�nta�n the human�tar�an embargo on Gaza
Israel� state telev�s�on KAN reported that Israel 
agreed to l� the human�tar�an embargo on 
the Gaza Str�p only "aer �t was guaranteed 
that �t would not reach Hamas".
S�nce March 2, Israel has not allowed any 
human�tar�an a�d, fuel or med�c�ne to enter the 
Gaza Str�p, where more than 2 m�ll�on 
Palest�n�ans are struggl�ng w�th genoc�de.
e Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) warns that Israel �s 
block�ng all a�d suppl�es �nto Gaza and warns 
that the �mpact on the people of Gaza �s d�re.
e UN Rel�ef and Works Agency for 
Palest�ne Refugees �n the Near East 
(UNRWA), for �ts part, sa�d that the �mpact of 
the spread of hunger �n Gaza on ch�ldren was 
"dramat�c".

Harsh words from Just�ce M�n�ster Lev�n to 
Ch�ef of Staff Zam�r
Just�ce M�n�ster Yar�v Lev�n of the government 
led by Pr�me M�n�ster B�nyam�n Netanyahu 
reportedly lashed out at Ch�ef of Staff Eyal 
Zam�r dur�ng last n�ght's cab�net meet�ng.
Just�ce M�n�ster Yar�v Lev�n lashed out at 
Ch�ef of Staff Eyal Zam�r for oppos�ng the �dea 
of the Israel� army tak�ng part �n the 
d�str�but�on of human�tar�an a�d to the Gaza 
Str�p �f the embargo �s l�ed, KAN reports.
Accus�ng Zam�r of d�sobey�ng dec�s�ons, 
M�n�ster Lev�n sa�d, "You cannot tell us, 'You 
w�ll make the dec�s�ons, you w�ll make the 
dec�s�ons,' and then when the dec�s�ons are 
made, you cannot say, 'We w�ll not fulfill th�s 
task.

At Tuesday's Secur�ty Cab�net meet�ng, far-
r�ght M�n�ster Betzalel Smotr�ch, angered by 
the argument between Zam�r and Katz, 
rebuked the ch�ef of staff.

Smotr�ch leaves the cab�net meet�ng aga�n �n 
protest aga�nst Bar
M�n�ster Smotr�ch, a far-r�ght extrem�st, 
reportedly le yesterday's cab�net meet�ng �n 
protest when Ronen Bar, the d�rector of the 
domest�c �ntell�gence agency Sh�n-Bet, was 
speak�ng, as he had done at the Secur�ty 
Cab�net meet�ng.
Maar�v newspaper reported that at the 
Secur�ty Cab�net meet�ng on Tuesday, Betzalel 
Smotr�ch le the room when Bar began to 
speak, provok�ng Zam�r w�th harsh words.
WHO D�rector-General Ghebreyesus: "We 
have reached a terr�ble and desperate moment 
�n Gaza”
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, D�rector-
General of the World Health Organ�zat�on 
(WHO), reported that a terr�ble and desperate 
moment has been reached �n Gaza, where 
Israel has ma�nta�ned a human�tar�an embargo 
for nearly 2 months.

Ghebreyesus posted on X about the s�tuat�on 
�n Gaza.
"We have reached a terr�ble and desperate 
moment �n Gaza," Ghebreyesus sa�d, not�ng 
that the Un�ted Nat�ons World Food Program 
(WFP) �s runn�ng out of resources �n the Gaza 
Str�p and that although there �s enough food 
�n the a�d corr�dors to feed one m�ll�on people, 
�t �s not reach�ng those �n need.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus sa�d, "e 
s�tuat�on �s the same for med�cal suppl�es, they 
are runn�ng out. 16 WHO trucks are wa�t�ng 
to enter Gaza."
S�nce March 2, Israel has not allowed any 
human�tar�an a�d, fuel or med�c�ne to enter 
Gaza, where more than 2 m�ll�on Palest�n�ans 
struggle to surv�ve.

Break�ng the ceasefire, the Israel� army 
resumed v�olent attacks on Gaza
On the morn�ng of March 18, the Israel� army 
resumed �ts v�olent attacks �n the Gaza Str�p 
follow�ng the ceasefire that went �nto effect on 
January 19.
S�nce the Israel� army resumed the attacks, 
2,62 Palest�n�ans, mostly elderly, women and 
ch�ldren, have lost the�r l�ves and 5,375 people 
have been �njured.
e number of Palest�n�ans k�lled �n Israel's 
attacks on the Gaza Str�p s�nce October 7, 
2023 has �ncreased to 51,439 and the number 
of wounded to 117,416.
Break�ng the ceasefire, Israel announced that �t 
would act w�th "�ncreas�ng m�l�tary force" 
aga�nst Hamas for reject�ng new ceasefire 
proposals.
Hamas, on the other hand, declared that 
"Israel has fa�led to fulfill �ts prom�ses and has 
resumed the genoc�de aga�nst the Palest�n�an 
people �n the Gaza Str�p by fa�l�ng to fulfill �ts 
respons�b�l�t�es �n the eyes of the ceasefire 
med�ators."
It was noteworthy that Israel launched the 
attacks on Gaza �n the shadow of Pr�me 
M�n�ster B�nyam�n Netanyahu's controvers�al 
pol�t�cal steps, such as the d�sm�ssal of the 
D�rector of Sh�n Bet, the domest�c �ntell�gence 
organ�zat�on.

e Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) World Food Program (WFP) 
announced that food stocks �n the Gaza Str�p, where Israel 
has �mposed a t�ght blockade by clos�ng border cross�ngs, are 
completely depleted and the last suppl�es are be�ng del�vered 
to k�tchens where hot meals are cooked.
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UN: C�v�l�an Casualt�es 
�n Ukra�ne �n March 
Increased by 70 Percent 
Compared to the Same 
Month Last Year

arol�na L�ndholm KB�ll�ng made 
evaluat�ons dur�ng the 

weekly press br�efing at the 
Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) Off�ce �n 
Geneva.

B�ll�ng noted that the Russ�an 
army's deadly attacks �n Ukra�ne 
have �ntens�fied worry�ngly 
s�nce the beg�nn�ng of the year, 
recall�ng that 12 people were 
k�lled, 87 were �njured, and 
homes were damaged �n 
yesterday’s attack on the cap�tal, 
Ky�v.
She po�nted out that recent 
attacks on var�ous c�t�es �n 
Ukra�ne have resulted �n 
numerous c�v�l�an deaths and 
damage to �nfrastructure, 
say�ng, “Accord�ng to the UN 

Human R�ghts Mon�tor�ng 
M�ss�on �n Ukra�ne, c�v�l�an 
casualt�es �n the country �n 
March were 70 percent h�gher 
than �n the same month last 
year.”

B�ll�ng noted that UNHCR �s 
help�ng affected �nd�v�duals 
recover and rebu�ld the�r l�ves, 
add�ng, “We are grateful to the 
governments and pr�vate sector 
partners who fund these cr�t�cal 
programs. However, more �s 
needed to prov�de t�mely and 
pred�ctable responses to the 
calls from affected �nd�v�duals 
and author�t�es. UNHCR and �ts 
partners have the capac�ty and 
access to del�ver serv�ces 
eff�c�ently �f the necessary 
fund�ng �s rece�ved.”

Pres�dent of the TRNC Tatar: 
"Turk�c states should be more 
caut�ous �n the�r relat�ons w�th 
the Greek s�de.”

res�dent Tatar hosted Davut Günaydın, Pthe V�ce Pres�dent of the Turk�sh 
Travel Agenc�es Assoc�at�on 

(TÜRSAB), and h�s accompany�ng delegat�on 
at the Pres�dent�al Off�ce. Dur�ng the meet�ng, 
Tatar made statements to journal�sts from 
Turkey, expla�n�ng that the agreement made by 
some TSO member states w�th the EU was 
normal. He sa�d, "It �s normal because these 
countr�es have entered �nto such a process �n 
the context of the�r relat�ons w�th the EU. Aer 
all, these countr�es have var�ous projects w�th 
the EU, and they have �nterests and benefits 
both �n terms of the pr�vate sector and the 
state. As stated, there are mater�al projects, 
mater�al contr�but�ons, and also var�ous 
commerc�al opportun�t�es that the EU can 
offer them.”

Tatar emphas�zed that the TRNC holds 
affect�on and respect for all TSO member 
states and expressed that �t would be more 
natural for h�s country to be part of a un�on of 
countr�es that speak the same language and 
share the same culture.

"e EU's goal �n mak�ng th�s agreement �s 
to block the TRNC"
Tatar, who stated that relat�ons between 
Kazakhstan, Uzbek�stan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmen�stan, and other member states of the 
TSO and the TRNC have been develop�ng, 
noted that the EU, wh�ch had never prev�ously 
engaged �n such relat�ons �n that reg�on, a�ms 
to block the TRNC, wh�ch has been an 

observer member of the organ�zat�on s�nce 
2022.
Pres�dent Tatar elaborated on the Turk�sh 
stance regard�ng Cyprus, wh�ch calls for a two-
state solut�on, and expressed that he expects 
Turk�c states to establ�sh as much of a 
relat�onsh�p w�th the TRNC as they have w�th 
the Greek s�de.
Tatar also po�nted out that there are references 
to UN resolut�ons �n the art�cle regard�ng the 
Cyprus �ssue �n the recent agreement s�gned 
between Kazakhstan, Uzbek�stan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmen�stan, and the EU. He ra�sed concerns 
that these clauses may have been overlooked 
by the Turk�c states and quest�oned, "Do they 
know where these clauses w�ll lead and what 
results they w�ll have for whom?"

W�sh�ng that the EU agreement br�ngs good 
fortune to the Turk�c states, Pres�dent Tatar 
added:
"Turk�c states should be more caut�ous �n the�r 
relat�ons w�th the Greek s�de. ey may have 
relat�ons w�th the EU, but the EU �s not under 
the sovere�gnty of the Greek Cypr�ots, who 
number only 800,000. e Turk�c states may 
establ�sh relat�ons w�th the Greek s�de, but they 
must be careful because the game the Greek 
Cypr�ots are play�ng �s ent�rely d�fferent. e 
game the Greeks are play�ng �s beyond 
human�ty. Unt�l the r�ghts and law of the 
Turk�sh Cypr�ot people are recogn�zed by the 
Turk�c states, they should tell the Greeks, 
'Wa�t.' I bel�eve the approach should be, 'We 
w�ll talk aga�n aer an agreement �s reached.'”

e Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), Ers�n Tatar, commented on the 
agreement between Kazakhstan, Uzbek�stan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmen�stan, members of the 
Turk�c States Organ�zat�on (TSO), and the European 
Un�on (EU), stat�ng, "Turk�c states should be more 
caut�ous �n the�r relat�ons w�th the Greek s�de.”

Karol�na L�ndholm B�ll�ng, the 
UNHCR Representat�ve �n Ukra�ne, 
stated, “Accord�ng to the UN Human 
R�ghts Mon�tor�ng M�ss�on �n 
Ukra�ne, c�v�l�an casualt�es �n the 
country �n March were 70 percent 
h�gher than �n the same month last 
year.”
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22 Palest�n�ans k�lled
�n Israel� a�rstr�kes on 
Gaza Str�pa
In Israel� a�rstr�kes target�ng var�ous areas of 
the Gaza Str�p, 22 Palest�n�ans have lost 
the�r l�ves.

ccord�ng to local sources, the AIsrael� m�l�tary bombed the 
home of the "Hur" fam�ly �n 

the Sabra ne�ghborhood �n southern 
Gaza. As a result of the attack, 10 
people �n the house were k�lled. C�v�l 
defense teams reported that many 
people were trapped under the rubble 
of the collapsed house.

In another attack, Israel bombed the 
house of the "Abdu" fam�ly �n the Shat� 
refugee camp �n western Gaza, k�ll�ng 3 
people. Add�t�onally, �n an attack on 
the c�ty of Be�t Lah�ya �n northern Gaza 
and the 

Shuja�ya ne�ghborhood �n the east, 4 
Palest�n�ans were k�lled.

In the southern Gaza Str�p, 3 
Palest�n�ans were k�lled when an area 
where c�v�l�ans had gathered near 
Kuwa�t Hosp�tal �n the Al-Mawas� 
d�str�ct of Khan Youn�s was targeted.
In the central Gaza Str�p, 2 Palest�n�ans 
were k�lled �n an attack on a house �n 
the Zawayda area.
Israel� art�llery un�ts also heav�ly 

bombarded var�ous areas of the Gaza 
Str�p, part�cularly the eastern parts of 
Gaza c�ty and the western part of 
Rafah.

e death toll �n Israel� attacks on 
Gaza r�ses to 51,495

In a wr�tten statement, the Gaza 
M�n�stry of Health shared the latest 
�nformat�on on casualt�es and �njur�es 
result�ng from Israel's ongo�ng attacks 
�n Gaza. In the last 24 hours, 56 dead 
and 108 wounded �nd�v�duals were 
brought to Gaza’s hosp�tals.

S�nce Israel v�olated the ceasefire on 
January 19, the Israel� m�l�tary's attacks 
from March 18 onward have resulted �n 
2,025 Palest�n�an deaths, w�th 5,483 
�njur�es.

S�nce the beg�nn�ng of Israel’s attacks 
on Gaza on October 7, 2023, the death 
toll has r�sen to 51,495, w�th 117,524 
�njured.

ere are st�ll thousands of people 
trapped under the rubble �n the Gaza 
Str�p.

D�plomacy and Soc�ety: Two 
Forces Shap�ng Each Other

�plomacy �s not l�m�ted to Dnegot�at�ons conducted 
beh�nd closed doors by 

leaders; on the contrary, the vo�ce of 
the person on the street �s powerful 
enough to change the course of 
d�plomacy. We l�ve �n an era where the 
power of publ�c op�n�on �n 
�nternat�onal relat�ons has s�gn�ficantly 
�ncreased. A fore�gn pol�cy pursued 
w�thout cons�der�ng the demands of 
soc�et�es struggles to find leg�t�macy 
and success �n the long term. erefore, 
modern d�plomacy must be bu�lt not 
only on strategy and the balance of 
power but also on the soc�olog�cal 
tendenc�es of soc�et�es. Espec�ally �n 
democrat�c soc�et�es, the leg�t�macy of 
d�plomat�c dec�s�ons largely depends 
on publ�c support. For a state to be 
effect�ve on the �nternat�onal stage, 
�nternal stab�l�ty, as well as the sense of 
belong�ng and trust of �ts c�t�zens, plays 
a dec�s�ve role. Wh�le a state that enjoys 
the confidence of �ts people expands �ts 
d�plomat�c maneuver�ng space, a state 
exper�enc�ng �nternal unrest sees �ts 
d�plomat�c amb�t�ons weakened. us, 
d�plomacy �s not only an outward-
or�ented act�v�ty but also a 
cont�nuat�on of �nternal soc�al 
eng�neer�ng.

On the other hand, just as soc�et�es 
�n�uence d�plomacy, d�plomacy also 
shapes the mood of soc�et�es. A well-
managed d�plomat�c process can �nst�ll 
a sense of confidence and stab�l�ty 
among the people, whereas fa�lure to 
manage cr�ses can fuel waves of despa�r 
and anger among the populace. �s 
phenomenon �s espec�ally ev�dent 
dur�ng reg�onal cr�ses and the r�sk of 
war. A soc�ety’s outlook on the future �s 
oen d�rectly proport�onal to the trust 
�t places �n the d�plomat�c prowess of 
�ts state. Add�t�onally, w�th the 
development of commun�cat�on 
technolog�es �n the d�g�tal age, the 
part�c�pat�on of soc�et�es �n d�plomacy 
has become much more v�s�ble and 
�n�uent�al. e fact that an event can 
reach m�ll�ons w�th�n m�nutes forces 

states to rap�dly redefine the�r 
d�plomat�c re�exes. States that fa�l to 
correctly �nterpret publ�c react�ons pay 
a heavy pr�ce not only �n fore�gn pol�cy 
but also �n domest�c affa�rs. erefore, 
d�plomacy today requ�res strateg�c 
�ntell�gence that can understand and 
manage the sens�t�v�t�es of the people.

D�plomacy also d�rectly �mpacts the 
representat�on of soc�et�es on the 
�nternat�onal stage. e successes of a 
state's fore�gn pol�cy can strengthen the 
c�t�zens' self-percept�on. Success stor�es 
become a part of nat�onal �dent�ty, 
wh�le d�plomat�c fa�lures can 
underm�ne soc�etal self-confidence. 
us, d�plomacy �s not only an 
�nstrument of �nternat�onal order but 
also closely related to how a soc�ety 
defines �ts own ex�stence. In l�ght of 
these real�t�es, �t �s clear that the 
relat�onsh�p between d�plomacy and 
soc�ety has taken on a more dynam�c 
structure �n today’s world. D�plomacy 
must now be conducted not only w�th 
the m�nd of the state but also w�th the 
m�nd of the people. In th�s new era, 
d�plomat�c success requ�res an �nclus�ve 
and transparent approach that takes 
�nto account the sens�t�v�t�es and 
expectat�ons of the publ�c. Hear�ng the 
vo�ce of the s�lent major�ty �s a 
fundamental necess�ty �n the new 
language of d�plomacy.

In conclus�on, as the vo�ce of soc�et�es 
grows louder, d�plomacy �s compelled 
to change. A d�plomacy that �gnores 
soc�et�es creates a frag�le ground not 
only domest�cally but also on the 
�nternat�onal stage. Today's d�plomacy 
can only ach�eve true last�ng success 
when conducted w�th a v�s�on that 
understands, analyzes, and manages 
the emot�ons and demands of soc�et�es. 
It must not be forgotten that a strong 
soc�ety �s the foundat�on of a strong 
state; and a strong state �s the most 
sol�d ground for be�ng a respected and 
effect�ve actor on the �nternat�onal 
stage.

D�plomacy �s oen seen merely as the formal 
relat�ons establ�shed between states. 
However, th�s percept�on overlooks the 
soc�etal roots of the concept of d�plomacy. 
Every d�plomat�c contact, whether d�rectly 
or �nd�rectly, affects soc�et�es, and every 
soc�ety, w�th �ts own values, expectat�ons, 
and re�exes, �n�uences d�plomacy. Today, 
many changes happen�ng on a global scale 
are be�ng shaped not by states, but �n l�ne 
w�th the demands of the people.
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n a statement released by the Off�ce of Ithe Pr�me M�n�ster of Pak�stan, the 
dec�s�ons taken at the Nat�onal 

Secur�ty Counc�l (NSC) meet�ng held under 
the leadersh�p of Pak�stan� Pr�me M�n�ster 
Shahbaz Shar�f follow�ng the terror�st attack 
�n Jammu and Kashm�r were �ncluded.
Reject�ng Ind�a's un�lateral dec�s�on to 
suspend the Indus Waters Treaty, the 
statement sa�d the treaty was �mportant for 
reg�onal stab�l�ty and underl�ned Pak�stan's 
determ�nat�on to protect �ts water r�ghts.
In accordance w�th the Indus Waters Treaty, 
any attempt to change the �ow of water �n 
r�vers that are legally recogn�zed as 
belong�ng to Pak�stan w�ll not be accepted, 
the statement sa�d, "Block�ng or d�vert�ng 
the �ow of water owned by Pak�stan w�ll be 
cons�dered a declarat�on of war."
e statement emphas�zed that Ind�a's 
d�plomat�c staff �n Islamabad was l�m�ted to 
a max�mum quota of 30 people as of Apr�l 
30 and Pak�stan's a�rspace was closed to all 
��ghts owned or operated by Ind�a.
All trade w�th Ind�a has also been 
suspended and the Wagah Border Cross�ng 
between the two countr�es w�ll be closed 
�mmed�ately.
e statement also sa�d �t has the r�ght to 
suspend all b�lateral agreements w�th Ind�a, 
not just the Sh�mla Agreement.

Pak�stan: We suspect terror attack �n 
Jammu Kashm�r was a "false �ag operat�on”
Pak�stan's Defense M�n�ster Khawaja 
Muhammad As�f sa�d they suspect that the 
terror�st attack �n Ind�an-adm�n�stered 
Jammu and Kashm�r was a "false �ag 
operat�on".
Speak�ng to Al Jazeera, As�f commented on 
the recent tens�ons between h�s country and 
Ind�a.
"We strongly suspect that th�s was a false 
�ag operat�on," M�n�ster As�f sa�d, 
suggest�ng that the terror attack �n Jammu 
Kashm�r was carefully organ�zed.
As�f strongly rejected the Ind�an author�t�es' 
cla�m that Pak�stan was l�nked to the attack, 
stress�ng that h�s country has no l�nks w�th 
armed groups �n Jammu and Kashm�r.
Pak�stan Defense M�n�ster As�f says Ind�a �s 
plann�ng "acts of terror�sm" aga�nst h�s 
country
Pak�stan� Defense M�n�ster Khawaja 
Muhammad As�f sa�d that they have 
�nformat�on that Ind�a �s plann�ng "terror�st 
acts" �n var�ous parts of the country.
Accord�ng to Al Jazeera, Pak�stan� Defense 
M�n�ster As�f spoke about the tens�on w�th 
Ind�a at a press conference �n the cap�tal 
Islamabad.
Stat�ng that he had �nformat�on that Ind�a 
was plann�ng "terror�st acts" �n var�ous parts 
of the country, As�f sa�d that �f Ind�a carr�ed 
out these acts, �t would be responded �n the 
same way and "the pr�ce would be pa�d".
As�f also sa�d, "Ind�a �s fight�ng a low-
�ntens�ty war aga�nst us and we are ready �f 
they �ncrease the scale. We w�ll not bow to 
any �nternat�onal pressure to protect our 
terr�tory."

Pak�stan's Deputy Pr�me M�n�ster and 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Muhammad Ishaq Dar 
sa�d that a not�ficat�on would be sent to the 
Ind�an H�gh Comm�ss�on �n Islamabad. 

Pak�stan says ready to counter Ind�a's 
attempts to escalate tens�ons
In a post on the X soc�al med�a account of 
the M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs of Pak�stan, 
the statements of Fore�gn M�n�stry 
Secretary Amna Baloch were �ncluded.
Speak�ng aer a meet�ng of the Nat�onal 
Secur�ty Comm�ttee �n the cap�tal 
Islamabad, Baloch sa�d Ind�a was wag�ng a 
"m�s�nformat�on campa�gn" aga�nst 
Pak�stan.
Stat�ng that such attempts w�ll d�srupt peace 
and stab�l�ty �n the reg�on, Baloch 
underl�ned that Pak�stan �s aga�nst all forms 
of terror�sm.
Baloch sa�d Ind�a "stands ready to counter 
any mal�c�ous attempt" to escalate tens�ons.

Ind�a cancels all v�sa serv�ces for 
Pak�stan� c�t�zens
On the other hand, �n a statement on the 
webs�te of the Ind�an M�n�stry of External 
Affa�rs, �t was stated that v�sa serv�ces for 
Pak�stan� c�t�zens were suspended follow�ng 
the Pahalgam attack.
In the statement, �t was reported that 
ex�st�ng v�sas �ssued to Pak�stan� c�t�zens 
were canceled effect�ve Apr�l 27, wh�le v�sas 
for med�cal purposes w�ll be val�d unt�l 
Apr�l 29.
e statement warned Ind�an c�t�zens to 
avo�d travel�ng to Pak�stan and adv�sed 
c�t�zens already �n Pak�stan to return home 
as soon as poss�ble.

UN calls for restra�nt
UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujarr�c 
answered journal�sts' quest�ons at h�s da�ly 
press conference.
Asked whether UN Secretary-General 
Anton�o Guterres has had d�rect 
commun�cat�on w�th the part�es, Dujarr�c 
sa�d, "e Secretary-General has not had 
d�rect commun�cat�on, but he �s follow�ng 
the s�tuat�on closely and w�th deep 
concern."
"We call on both Pak�stan and Ind�a to 
exerc�se max�mum restra�nt," Dujarr�c sa�d, 
condemn�ng the terror�st attack that k�lled 
many c�v�l�ans.
Not�ng that the part�es should avo�d steps 
that could worsen the s�tuat�on, Dujarr�c 
underl�ned that all problems should be 
resolved peacefully through b�lateral 
engagement.

Pahalgam terror attack
In the Pahalgam reg�on of Ind�an-
adm�n�stered Jammu Kashm�r, 26 people 
were k�lled and many others �njured when 
gunmen opened fire on tour�sts on Apr�l 22.
Follow�ng the terror�st attack, Ind�an Pr�me 
M�n�ster Narendra Mod� �nterrupted h�s 
off�c�al v�s�t to Saud� Arab�a and returned to 
New Delh�. Immed�ately aer h�s arr�val �n 

the cap�tal, Mod� convened a secur�ty 
meet�ng w�th the part�c�pat�on of sen�or 
off�c�als to assess the s�tuat�on.
Accord�ng to nat�onal med�a reports, the 
Res�stance Front (TRF), an extens�on of the 
banned Lashkar-e-Tayy�ba (LET) 
organ�zat�on �n Pak�stan, cla�med 
respons�b�l�ty for the attack.
Ind�a suspended the Indus Waters Treaty, 
asked Pak�stan� undersecretar�es �n New 
Delh� to leave the country w�th�n a week 
and canceled v�sas for all Pak�stan� c�t�zens.
Deta�ls of the Indus Waters Treaty between 
Ind�a and Pak�stan back on the agenda
Follow�ng Ind�a's suspens�on of the Indus 
Waters Treaty (IWT) s�gned w�th Pak�stan 
�n 1960, the deta�ls of the agreement came 
back to the agenda.

On Apr�l 22, 26 people were k�lled and 
many others �njured �n a terror�st attack by 
gunmen �n the Pahalgam reg�on of Ind�an-
adm�n�stered Jammu Kashm�r.
Aer the terror�st attack, Ind�an Pr�me 
M�n�ster Narendra Mod� �nterrupted h�s 
off�c�al v�s�t to Saud� Arab�a, returned to the 
cap�tal New Delh� and met w�th h�s cab�net.
e Cab�net Comm�ttee on Secur�ty (CCS) 
meet�ng led by Pr�me M�n�ster Mod� 
d�scussed efforts to uncover cross-border 
l�nks to the terror�st attack and new 
measures.
In l�ne w�th the new measures, the IWT 
s�gned between Ind�a and Pak�stan �n 1960 
under the guarantee of the World Bank was 
suspended.
AA correspondent comp�led the status of 
the Indus R�ver and the deta�ls of the 
agreement, wh�ch w�ll celebrate �ts 65th 
ann�versary th�s year.
Or�g�nat�ng �n Ch�na's T�bet Autonomous 
Reg�on, the Indus R�ver �ows �n a 
northwesterly d�rect�on through Ind�a's 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashm�r reg�ons, 
then through Pak�stan's Azad Jammu and 
Kashm�r, G�lg�t 

Balt�stan, Punjab and S�ndh prov�nces 
before �ow�ng �nto the Arab�an Sea near 
Karach�.
Forty-seven percent of the r�ver system �s 
d�v�ded by Pak�stan and 37 percent by 
Ind�a, w�th the rema�n�ng small port�ons 
located �n eastern Afghan�stan and Ch�na's 
T�bet Autonomous Reg�on.
e Indus �s one of the largest r�vers �n the 
world w�th an average annual �ow of 208 
b�ll�on cub�c meters, about 2.2 t�mes the 
comb�ned capac�ty of the Euphrates and 
T�gr�s r�vers. e Indus R�ver system 
prov�des water for 90 percent of Pak�stan's 
food product�on and contr�butes 25 percent 
of �ts gross domest�c product (GDP).

Guarantor, World Bank
e Indus Waters Treaty was s�gned 
between Pak�stan and Ind�a �n September 
1960 w�th the World Bank as guarantor. 
Aer nearly 10 years of med�at�on by the 
World Bank, the agreement was s�gned by 

Ind�a's first Pr�me M�n�ster Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Pak�stan's former Pres�dent 
General Ayub Khan.
e agreement, wh�ch sets out the r�ghts 
and obl�gat�ons of the two countr�es 
regard�ng the use of the waters of the Indus 
R�ver system, d�v�des the s�x r�vers east and 
west of the Indus Bas�n between the two 
countr�es.
Accord�ng to the agreement, of the s�x 
r�vers feed�ng the Indus R�ver, the control of 
the Beas, Rav� and Sutlej was g�ven to Ind�a, 
wh�le the control of the Indus, Jhelum and 
Chenab was g�ven to Pak�stan. S�nce the 
r�vers g�ven to Ind�a fed the Indus more, 
Pak�stan was granted r�ghts over these 
r�vers. e agreement also �ncluded a clause 
that Ind�a had r�ghts to power generat�on, 
agr�culture and fisher�es.
Latest status of the d�sputes
e b�lateral "Permanent Indus 
Comm�ss�on", composed of representat�ves 
from Ind�a and Pak�stan, prov�des a 
mechan�sm for poss�ble new cooperat�on or 
for resolv�ng potent�al con��cts.
Accord�ng to th�s mechan�sm, the two s�des 
are supposed to meet at least once a year, 
alternately �n Ind�a and Pak�stan. However, 
there are d�sagreements between the two 
s�des centered on the Indus Waters Treaty.
e des�gns of Ind�a's Ratle and 
K�shanganga hydropower projects on the 
Chenab and Jhelum r�vers are argued to 
v�olate IWT regulat�ons.
Islamabad argues that the planned 
hydropower plants w�ll cut off the �ow of 
agr�cultural water, wh�le Ind�a �ns�sts that �ts 
projects comply w�th the terms of the 
agreement.
Pak�stan took the matter to the Hague-
based Permanent Court of Arb�trat�on to 
resolve the �ssue, but Ind�a rejected the 
jur�sd�ct�on of the arb�trat�on court.
New Delh� formally requested a rev�ew and 
amendment of the agreement last year, but 
Islamabad says �t �s comm�tted to �ts full 
�mplementat�on.

Dam projects
Pak�stan had last compla�ned to the World 
Bank �n 2019 over dam projects block�ng 
the �ow of water from Ind�a, wh�ch has to 
share some of the water �ow�ng through 
the three r�vers w�th �t. Meet�ngs between 
the World Bank, the guarantor of the 
agreement, and off�c�als from both 
countr�es �n Wash�ngton �n May 2020 
ended w�thout a dec�s�on.

Desp�te th�s regulat�on, Ind�a �naugurated 
the K�shanganga Dam �n 2018 w�th a 
ceremony attended by Ind�an Pr�me 
M�n�ster Narendra Mod� �n 2018. e Ratle 
Dam �s also scheduled to open �n 2026. 
Ind�a argues that the dam projects are �n 
l�ne w�th the agreement.
It �s stated that there �s a r�sk of water 
shortage or �ood�ng �n Pak�stan due to the 
dams bu�lt by Ind�a. It �s stated that 20 
percent of Pak�stan's economy depends on 
act�v�t�es around the Indus R�ver.

Pak�stan has declared that any attempt by Ind�a to stop or 
d�vert the �ow of water �n the Indus Bas�n, wh�ch legally 
belongs to Pak�stan, w�ll be cons�dered an "act of war".

Pak�stan: Any attempt by Ind�a �n 
Indus bas�n w�ll be an act of war
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Iran Announces Plans to 
Bu�ld a New Nuclear Power 
Plant w�th Cred�t Prov�ded 
by Russ�a

ccord�ng to Iran’s off�c�al Anews agency IRNA, 
Paknejad, who was �n 

Moscow for the 18th meet�ng of the 
Iran-Russ�a Jo�nt Econom�c 
Cooperat�on Comm�ss�on, made a 
statement dur�ng the clos�ng sess�on 
of the meet�ng.

Paknejad noted that the comm�ss�on 
meet�ng was held �n an atmosphere 
of fr�endsh�p and mutual 
understand�ng, and stated that Iran 
and Russ�a w�ll cont�nue the�r 
cooperat�on “on the peaceful use of 
nuclear energy, the construct�on of 
new nuclear fac�l�t�es, and the 
complet�on of the second and th�rd 
phases of the Bushehr Nuclear 
Power Plant w�th cred�t prov�ded by 
Moscow.”

He sa�d, “Accord�ng to the 
agreement between the part�es, a 
new nuclear power plant w�ll be 
bu�lt �n Iran w�th cred�t prov�ded by 
Moscow.”
Referr�ng to prev�ous agreements 
a�med at strengthen�ng cooperat�on 
between Iran and Russ�a �n the o�l 
�ndustry and the development of o�l 
and gas fields, Paknejad sa�d, 
“Tehran and Moscow a�m to 
accelerate the �mplementat�on and 
complet�on of cooperat�on 
agreements w�th Gazprom.”

Paknejad also noted that dur�ng the 
comm�ss�on meet�ng, the two 
countr�es reached consensus on 
several �ssues, �nclud�ng 
comprehens�ve cooperat�on �n the 
bank�ng system, al�gnment of 
standards to promote trade and l� 
restr�ct�ons, the �ntroduct�on of 
bus�nesspeople, strengthen�ng trade 
centers �n both countr�es to fac�l�tate 
b�lateral trade, and enhanc�ng 
cooperat�on �n agr�culture, health, 
and customs.

e Iran�an O�l M�n�ster had 
prev�ously stated that they s�gned 
four agreements worth 4 b�ll�on US 
dollars w�th Russ�a for the 
development of seven o�l fields.

He added that �n add�t�on to those 
four agreements, other 
memorandums of understand�ng 
had been s�gned regard�ng o�l and 
gas fields, and that techn�cal 
negot�at�ons between delegat�ons 
were ongo�ng to final�ze and 
�mplement these agreements.
Iran’s former O�l M�n�ster Javad 
Owj� had announced �n November 
2022 that an agreement worth 
around 4 b�ll�on dollars had been 
s�gned w�th Russ�a concern�ng the 
development and export of natural 
gas fields and the construct�on of 
transm�ss�on l�nes.

e Wh�te Gold of Nature: 
Chamom�le and Its Heal�ng 
Secret

Stand�ng w�th 
humble elegance 
am�dst the 

meadows, chamom�le �s 
the s�lent yet powerful 
pharmacy of nature. Wh�le 
many see �t merely as an 
ornamental �ower, the 
chem�cal treasure h�dden 
beh�nd �ts wh�te petals �s a 
natural man�festo 
ded�cated to human 
health. �s del�cate plant 
has been part of anc�ent 
folk med�c�ne rec�pes for thousands of 
years; yet even today, �t rema�ns 
underapprec�ated.
Chamom�le’s potent power l�es �n the 
essent�al o�ls and pharmacolog�cally act�ve 
compounds �t conta�ns. Natural �avono�ds 
and terpenes such as azulene, b�sabolol, 
chamazulene, ap�gen�n, and luteol�n enable 
�t to act both at the cellular level and 
system�cally. ese substances are 
compounds that modern med�c�ne 
attempts to repl�cate synthet�cally but can 
never qu�te match �n pur�ty found �n 
nature.

Not just a sedat�ve, but a mood 
regulator…
Chamom�le �s oen known for �ts calm�ng 
effects. However, th�s �s only the surface. 
Its true �n�uence l�es �n systemat�cally 
regulat�ng commun�cat�on between nerve 
cells, sooth�ng not merely the body but the 
sp�r�t. In part�cular, the ap�gen�n 
compound �nteracts w�th GABA receptors 
�n the bra�n, address�ng the root of stress 
rather than merely allev�at�ng �ts 
symptoms.
An ally of �mmun�ty
anks to �ts ant�ox�dant �avono�ds, 
chamom�le v�rtually re-educates the cells 
of the �mmune system. ese compounds 
prevent excess�ve �mmune responses wh�le 
mak�ng the defense aga�nst v�ruses and 
bacter�a more balanced and consc�ous. 
W�th th�s property, chamom�le serves as a 
natural stab�l�zer, help�ng the body 
ma�nta�n balance, espec�ally dur�ng 
seasonal trans�t�ons.

e w�se fr�end of the d�gest�ve system
Chamom�le tea �s commonly known to 
soothe the stomach. Yet chamom�le’s 
benefits go far beyond the stomach; �t 
relaxes �ntest�nal muscles, rel�eves spasms, 
and supports b�le secret�on from the l�ver. 
e b�sabolol �t conta�ns �n�t�ates a k�nd of 
reconstruct�on w�th�n the d�gest�ve system 
w�th �ts ant�-�n�ammatory and cell-
regenerat�ng effects.

Penetrat�ng not just the sk�n, but the 
t�ssues
O�ls and o�ntments prepared w�th 
chamom�le extract are far more than 
surface mo�stur�zers. anks to the�r deep-
reach�ng ant�-�n�ammatory propert�es, 
they offer profound solut�ons for a range of 
sk�n �ssues, from eczema and burns to acne 
and allerg�c react�ons. e chamazulene 
compound neutral�zes free rad�cals �n the 
sk�n wh�le accelerat�ng the t�ssues’ natural 
heal�ng processes.

An anc�ent plant, the secret of a new age
Today, the remed�es sought �n laborator�es 
are oen h�dden w�th�n nature’s 
overlooked s�mpl�c�ty. Chamom�le �s the 
symbol of th�s modest magn�ficence. It �s 
t�me to red�scover chamom�le not only �n a 
teacup but also w�th�n the very chem�stry 
of our bod�es. Because chamom�le �s not 
just a plant; �t �s a prayer of k�ndness 
spoken �n the language of nature.

Heal�ng Chamom�le Tea Rec�pe
Ingred�ents:
• 1 teaspoon of dr�ed chamom�le 
(preferably German chamom�le)
• 1 cup of bo�l�ng dr�nk�ng water
• Opt�onal: a sl�ce of lemon or 1 teaspoon 
of honey
Preparat�on:
Drop the chamom�le �nto the bo�l�ng water 
and cover the cup. Let �t steep for 8–10 
m�nutes. Stra�n and add lemon or honey �f 
des�red. Dr�nk �t warm. Consum�ng 1–2 
cups da�ly br�ngs peace to both your body 
and m�nd.

Iran�an O�l M�n�ster Mohsen Paknejad 
announced that Iran w�ll bu�ld a new 
nuclear power plant w�th cred�t 
prov�ded by Russ�a.
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