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Follow�ng the s�gn�ng of the border agreement between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan, relat�ons between the two countr�es cont�nue to progress.

Pres�dent Erdogan: "Today, the dawn of a 
great and powerful Turkey �s break�ng”
Pres�dent Erdogan, �n h�s speech at the AK Party's 32nd Consultat�on and Evaluat�on Meet�ng, 
regard�ng the terror�st organ�zat�on lay�ng down �ts weapons, sa�d: "Today, the sp�r�t of Malazg�rt, 
the Jerusalem All�ance, and the essence of the War of Independence are tak�ng shape aga�n. Today, 
the dawn of a great and powerful Turkey �s break�ng.”

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT
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e clos�ng ceremony of the 10th Meet�ng of 
M�n�sters Respons�ble for Tour�sm of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS) was held �n 
the garden of the Ethnography Museum �n 
Ankara. Dur�ng the ceremony, OTS Secretary 
General Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev 
del�vered a speech.

TRNC Pres�dent Tatar: Sooner 
or Later, the TRNC Must Be 
Recogn�zed

Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), Ers�n Tatar, stated that there 
�s a structure, a real�ty, and a system �n wh�ch 
people l�ve �n the northern part of Cyprus, 
add�ng, “Sooner or later, the TRNC must be 
recogn�zed.”

A commemorat�on program was held for the 30th 
ann�versary of the genoc�de �n Srebren�ca, eastern 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, where Serb�an forces 
brutally massacred more than 8,000 Bosn�ak 
c�v�l�ans �n 1995.

UNICEF: K�ll�ng Fam�l�es
 Try�ng to Reach L�fe-Sav�ng 
A�d �n Gaza �s Inhumane
UNICEF has stated, "K�ll�ng fam�l�es try�ng to 
reach l�fe-sav�ng a�d (�n Gaza) �s �nhumane.” Page 10
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Pres�dent and AK Party Cha�rman 
Recep Tayy�p Erdogan 
part�c�pated �n the AK Party's 

32nd Consultat�on and Evaluat�on 
Meet�ng held �n Kızılcahamam.

Pray�ng to Allah that the consultat�on 
meet�ng would br�ng goodness to the 
country, nat�on, and democracy, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sent h�s greet�ngs to 
all h�s compan�ons �n the cause and 
journey who pass�onately work for the 
growth, strengthen�ng, and ma�nta�n�ng 
the peak pos�t�on of the AK Party �n all 
81 prov�nces and 922 d�str�cts.

"WE HAVE STRIVED TO SERVE THE 
NATION IN THE BEST WAY”
Erdogan po�nted out that they have taken 
the command "Hold yourself accountable 
before you are held accountable" as the�r 
gu�de, and noted: "We have always 
str�ved for the better, more effect�ve and 
eff�c�ent work, and serv�ng the nat�on �n 
the best way. We cons�dered d�fferent 
�deas as r�chness. We saw construct�ve 
cr�t�c�sm as a lantern �llum�nat�ng our 
path. It �s a fact that consultat�on not only 
leads to common sense. It also �ncreases 
bless�ngs, deepens �ns�ght, strengthens 
fores�ght, broadens hor�zons, and further 
strengthens brotherhood and sol�dar�ty 
among cadres. We are conduct�ng our 
32nd meet�ng w�th th�s understand�ng. 
Our consultat�on meet�ng, l�ke prev�ous 
ones, w�ll funct�on as a platform where 
we hold a m�rror to our party, exam�ne 
ourselves, and take a prec�se photograph 
of all matters concern�ng the country's 
pol�t�cs. I espec�ally request that you 
share what's �n your hearts and m�nds 
w�th us openly. I would l�ke to thank all 
part�c�pat�ng brothers for the�r valuable 
�deas, suggest�ons, and construct�ve 
cr�t�c�sms �n advance."

 "OUR MARTYRS WILL ALWAYS BE 
OUR CROWN”
Recall�ng that 41 years ago, on August 14, 
1984, the separat�st terror�st organ�zat�on 
carr�ed out �ts first act�on �n Eruh d�str�ct 
of S��rt and Şemd�nl� d�str�ct of Hakkar�, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d: "In th�s terror�st 
attack, we lost two sold�ers as martyrs, 
and n�ne c�v�l�an c�t�zens were �njured. 
From th�s date onward, the separat�st 
organ�zat�on carr�ed out attacks aga�nst 
our secur�ty forces and c�v�l�ans. We lost 
nearly 10,000 secur�ty personnel as 
martyrs �n the fight aga�nst terror�sm. 
Nearly 50,000 c�t�zens lost the�r l�ves �n 
terror�st �nc�dents. F�rst of all, I once 
aga�n pray for Allah's mercy on our 

martyrs and c�t�zens who lost the�r l�ves. 
We have not forgotten them and w�ll not 
forget them. Our homeland w�ll, God 
w�ll�ng, ex�st forever, and our �ag w�th 
the crescent and star w�ll, God w�ll�ng, 
wave freely �n our sk�es forever. Our 
martyrs, who watered the homeland so�l 
w�th the�r blood and colored our crescent 
and star �ag w�th the�r red blood, w�ll 
always be our crown."

"METHODS OF STRUGGLE 
OUTSIDE LAW AND LEGITIMACY 
FUELED TERRORISM”
Pres�dent Erdogan po�nted out that 
terror�sm escalated �n Turkey w�th each 
pass�ng day aer the first act�on �n 1984, 
us�ng the follow�ng express�ons: "Aer 
that day, many governments came. Each 
sa�d they would 'erad�cate terror�sm,' but 
terror�sm could not be el�m�nated e�ther 
�n our lands or �n the terr�tor�es of other 
countr�es where �t establ�shed bases. Of 
course, some wrong pract�ces of the state 
had a share �n th�s. Wh�te Toros cars, 
unsolved murders, D�yarbakır Pr�son 
were among these. Burned v�llages, 
people forced to m�grate overn�ght, 
mothers who couldn't speak Kurd�sh 
w�th the�r ch�ldren �n pr�son were among 
these wrong pract�ces. Methods of 
struggle outs�de law and leg�t�macy, 
�nstead of end�ng terror�sm, on the 
contrary, fueled and enlarged �t, and 
prov�ded the terror�st organ�zat�on w�th a 
favorable ground to explo�t."

Emphas�z�ng that the pr�ce of m�stakes 
was pa�d together, Pres�dent Erdogan 
sa�d, "We not only lost our secur�ty forces 
as martyrs, not only c�v�l�ans lost the�r 
l�ves, but Turkey also became unstable 
w�th these terror�st attacks. We faced a 

b�ll of 2 tr�ll�on dollars �n the economy. 
Most �mportantly, the terror�st 
organ�zat�on �n��cted very heavy damage 
on our country's peace, harmony, un�ty, 
�ntegr�ty, and brotherhood."

Pres�dent Erdogan stated that aer the 
November 3, 2002 elect�ons, when they 
came to power, they addressed the 
terror�sm �ssue �n mult�ple d�mens�ons, 
add�ng: "Wh�le fight�ng terror�sm on one 
hand, we also struggled to dry up the 
swamp that created excuses for terror�sm. 
We took measures to prevent the terror�st 
organ�zat�on from trapp�ng our Kurd�sh 
brothers and separat�ng them from the 
state and the nat�on. We took h�stor�c 
steps to fulfill the law of l�v�ng together 
and brotherhood. Wh�le we made 's�lent 
revolut�on' reforms �n democracy and 
human r�ghts at home, we conducted 
very �ntens�ve d�plomat�c traff�c abroad. 
Along w�th all these, we developed our 
defense �ndustry, produced our ant�-
terror�sm weapons w�thout be�ng 
dependent on others. W�th cross-border 
operat�ons, we took our borders under 
full control. Aer the treacherous coup 
attempt of July 15, we cleansed FETÖ 
from all our �nst�tut�ons, espec�ally our 
armed forces and pol�ce. us, we 
el�m�nated treachery �n the fight aga�nst 
terror�sm. In recent years, we completely 
broke the operat�onal capab�l�ty of the 
terror�st organ�zat�on. We prevented 
terror�st acts from harm�ng off�c�als or 
c�v�l�ans. Our operat�ons �n Iraq and the 
December 8 revolut�on �n Syr�a have 
further strengthened our hand �n the 
fight aga�nst terror�sm."

Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d that w�th the�r 
all�ance partners, they have taken a ser�es 

of steps to real�ze the "Terror�sm-Free 
Turkey" project follow�ng the h�stor�c call 
of MHP Cha�rman Devlet Bahçel�.

THE TERRORISM-FREE TURKEY 
PROJECT IS NOT THE RESULT OF A 
NEGOTIATION, A BARGAIN, OR A 
GIVE-AND-TAKE PROCESS
Emphas�z�ng that secur�ty un�ts are 
work�ng �n full coord�nat�on, Pres�dent 
Erdogan stated that they are manag�ng a 
very sens�t�ve, very caut�ous process to 
take advantage of th�s opportun�ty 
w�ndow that has opened up for the 
country.

Recall�ng that the terror�st organ�zat�on 
PKK announced that �t had convened �ts 
congress at the call of İmralı and declared 
�ts d�ssolut�on, Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, 
"Yesterday, the organ�zat�on announced 
that �t had �mplemented the dec�s�on �t 
made, espec�ally by hold�ng a ceremony 
to lay down �ts weapons. As of yesterday, 
the 47-year-old terror�sm plague has, 
God w�ll�ng, entered the process of 
end�ng. Turkey has begun to close a long, 
pa�nful, troubled, tear-filled page as of 
yesterday. Today, let's not forget, �s a new 
day. Today, a new page has been opened 
�n h�story. Today, the doors of great 
Turkey, strong Turkey, the Turk�sh 
Century have been opened w�de."

Pres�dent Erdogan noted that aer the 
terror�st organ�zat�on's first act�on �n 
1984, Turkey tr�ed every way and method 
to end terror�sm, add�ng: "Look�ng at 
examples around the world, formulas 
beyond armed struggle were tr�ed to end 
terror�sm. However, none were 
successful. e Terror�sm-Free Turkey 
Project we have been pursu�ng �s not the 
outcome of negot�at�ons, barga�n�ng, or 
g�ve-and-take processes. at's why we 
were very careful from the beg�nn�ng. 
Today we are even more careful. We are 
closely follow�ng any �n�t�at�ve that w�ll 
stop the bloodshed, end mothers' tears, 
allev�ate suffer�ng, and strengthen 
brotherhood. But let everyone be sure of 
th�s; we w�ll not let the honor and pr�de 
of the Republ�c of Turkey be trampled. 
We w�ll never bow Turkey's head. We are 
follow�ng our 'Terror�sm-Free Turkey' 
project w�th th�s understand�ng. F�rst of 
all, I want all of Turkey to know th�s; 
quest�on�ng the nat�onal�sm, patr�ot�sm, 
and love for Turkey of our all�ance 
partner, Nat�onal�st Movement Party 
Cha�rman Devlet Bahçel� and h�s cadre 
�s, you would apprec�ate, beyond anyone's 
l�m�t. S�m�larly, no one can quest�on the 

Pres�dent Erdogan: "Today, the dawn of 
a great and powerful Turkey �s break�ng”
Pres�dent Erdogan, �n h�s speech at the AK Party's 32nd Consultat�on and 
Evaluat�on Meet�ng, regard�ng the terror�st organ�zat�on lay�ng down �ts 
weapons, sa�d: "Today, the sp�r�t of Malazg�rt, the Jerusalem All�ance, and the 
essence of the War of Independence are tak�ng shape aga�n. Today, the dawn of 
a great and powerful Turkey �s break�ng.”
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nat�onal�sm, patr�ot�sm, and love for 
Turkey of myself and the AK cadre, both 
those here and those not here. �s �s 
ne�ther anyone's l�m�t nor r�ght."

 WHATEVER WE DO, WE DO IT 
FOR TURKEY
Emphas�z�ng that together w�th MHP 
Cha�rman Bahçel� and h�s cadre, they 
have put the�r l�ves, blood, all the�r 
exper�ence, and l�ves on the l�ne for a 
"Terror�sm-Free Turkey," Pres�dent 
Erdogan sa�d they are not �nvolved �n 
anyth�ng that �s not for Turkey's good.

Not�ng that today, the�r understand�ng, 
pol�c�es, d�rect�on, and efforts are only for 
Turkey's benefit, Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, 
"In every �n�t�at�ve that benefits Turkey, 
you w�ll see us at the forefront. And �n 
every �n�t�at�ve that �s not for Turkey's 
benefit, you w�ll see us at the forefront 
oppos�ng that �n�t�at�ve. We know very 
well what we are do�ng. No one should 
be afra�d, uneasy, or concerned. No 
quest�on marks should form �n anyone's 
m�nd. Whatever we do, we do �t for 
Turkey. Whatever we do, we do �t for our 
nat�on. We do �t for our �ndependence. 
We do �t for our future."

Stat�ng that today they are obl�ged to 
speak some truths openly, Pres�dent 
Erdogan sa�d that terror�sm from the 
very beg�nn�ng formed a sector, an 
ecosystem w�th �ts opponents.

Emphas�z�ng that those who appear to be 
aga�nst terror�sm benefited as much as 
those on the terror�sm s�de from terror�st 
acts, Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d: "ey 
explo�ted the nat�on, fueled �nstab�l�ty. 
ey tr�ed to der�ve rent for the�r own 
d�rty amb�t�ons from terror�st attacks. 
ey are reveal�ng themselves these days. 
e end of terror�sm bothers them the 
most. Because the�r rent doors are 
clos�ng. Because the�r �nterests are be�ng 
damaged. Because the�r schemes are 
be�ng d�srupted. Because they are los�ng 
the toy �n the�r hands. ey are mak�ng 
an �ntense effort to muddy the waters, to 
darken m�nds. Let my nat�on see these 
people, and let them not forget that we 
w�ll grow much stronger as my nat�on 
sees these people. ey say they are 
‘nat�onal�sts,' don't they? ey say 'we are 
patr�ots.' Terror�sm �s end�ng, they 
should be happy, but they can't be. By 
read�ng �ntent�ons, dream�ng, produc�ng 
consp�racy theor�es, spread�ng fear, 
blatantly ly�ng, they are try�ng to 
overshadow the nat�on's joy, to break 
emerg�ng hopes. No matter what they do, 
terror�sm w�ll end, and you w�ll see they 
w�ll all be le jobless."

TURKEY HAS WON, MY NATION 
HAS WON
Say�ng that as terror�sm ends, terror�sm 
explo�tat�on also ends, Pres�dent Erdogan 
sa�d, "It �s now our greatest des�re that my 
nat�on sees these fake heroes. Let there be 
no quest�on marks �n anyone's m�nd. As 
the government, as AK Party cadres, our 
struggle over the past 23 years, our 

pressures �ns�de and outs�de, our efforts 
have started to y�eld results. Turkey has 
won, my nat�on has won. Every one of 
our 86 m�ll�on c�t�zens, be they Turk�sh, 
Kurd�sh, or Arab, has won."

Pres�dent Erdogan cont�nued h�s words 
as follows: "We w�ll not be part of any 
�n�t�at�ve that a�ms at our un�ty, �ntegr�ty, 
homeland, state, nat�on, peace, the honor 
and pr�de of our state, and we w�ll never 
allow such �n�t�at�ves. e Republ�c of 
Turkey stands upr�ght and, �n fact, the 
Republ�c of Turkey today �s much more 
powerful, more majest�c, more proud, 
more honorable than yesterday, and most 
�mportantly, �t �s much more hopeful for 
�ts future than yesterday. Pra�se be to 
Allah, the 41-year parenthes�s �s clos�ng. 
e wall of terror�sm bu�lt between the 
members of our nat�on �s be�ng 
demol�shed. Far from be�ng uneasy, every 
member of our dear nat�on should 
rejo�ce, celebrate from th�s p�cture, every 
street, avenue, every household of Turkey 
should be adorned w�th our crescent and 
star �ag."

Pres�dent Erdogan po�nted out that Turks 
are not a nat�on that appeared on the 
h�stor�cal stage yesterday, that they have 
ex�sted on the h�stor�cal stage s�nce the 
8th century BC w�th the names of 
Scyth�ans and Sakas.

Expla�n�ng that Turks became acqua�nted 
w�th Islam en masse �n the Battle of Talas 
�n 751 and were honored w�th Islam, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, "From that day 
on, when one says Turk, Musl�m comes 
to m�nd, and when one says Musl�m, 
Turk comes to m�nd the most. Aer 
Mecca-� Mukarrama and Med�na-� 
Munavvara, Samarkand, Bukhara, Ray, 
Merv, Isfahan, Tabr�z, Herat, D�yarbakır, 
Konya, Bursa, Istanbul, Ankara, and 
many others became centers of 
c�v�l�zat�on, sc�ence, art, and statehood 
for Turks and Musl�ms."

Express�ng that when Seljuk arm�es 
reached Baghdad, Damascus, and 
Malazg�rt, they m�ngled w�th the�r 
Kurd�sh and Arab brothers there, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, "e Malazg�rt 
V�ctory, the Conquest of Jerusalem, the 

Conquest of Istanbul, the Defense of 
Çanakkale, the War of Independence are 
common wars and v�ctor�es of Turk�sh, 
Kurd�sh, Arab, and many other Musl�m 
peoples. e Baghdad of the Arab�an 
N�ghts was bu�lt by Turks, Kurds, and 
Arabs. Jerusalem was conquered by 
Turks, Kurds, and Arabs under the 
command of Salad�n Ayyub�. Damascus 
�s our common c�ty. D�yarbakır �s our 
common c�ty. Mard�n, Mosul, K�rkuk, 
Sulayman�yah, Erb�l, Aleppo, Hatay, 
Istanbul, Ankara are our common c�t�es."

Stat�ng that when Turks, Kurds, and 
Arabs all�ed, the w�nd of the�r horses 
spread cool breezes from the Ch�na Sea 
to the Adr�at�c, Pres�dent Erdogan 
cont�nued: "Peace spread to the 
geography from the rear�ng of our horses. 
e clatter of swords brought peace to 
th�s reg�on. We fought shoulder to 
shoulder, tak�ng our swords out of the�r 
sheaths when necessary. When necessary, 
we d�v�ded a sl�ce of bread �nto three 
w�th our daggers. When necessary, we 
put our swords and daggers back �n the�r 
sheaths. We took out our pens. Together, 
we engraved the l�ne 'La Ilaha Illallah 
Muhammadun Rasulullah' on the earth, 
the sky, and �n each other's hearts. When 
we all�ed, no one could stand before our 
horses, swords, sh�elds, battle cr�es, and 
takb�rs. When we all�ed, no one could 
compete w�th our c�v�l�zat�on, our art, 
our knowledge, our level of prosper�ty. If 
Turks, Kurds, Arabs are together, are one, 
are un�ted, then the Turk ex�sts, the Kurd 
ex�sts, the Arab ex�sts. When they are 
separated, d�v�ded, d�stanced, there �s 
defeat, destruct�on, sadness. Mongol 
arm�es ruthlessly destroyed Islam�c lands. 
Because Turks, Kurds, Arabs were 
separated. Crusaders attacked Islam�c 
lands. Because Turks, Kurds, Arabs had 
separated from each other. We lost the 
F�rst World War, borders were drawn 
between us, walls were erected. We lost 
Jerusalem because there was d�v�s�on. 
Whenever we separated, we lost, we were 
defeated. Whenever we all�ed, we 
d�rected h�story. Today, �n Gaza, �n 
Palest�ne, the most cruel, most savage, 
most barbar�c genoc�de �n h�story �s 
be�ng carr�ed out. Why? Because Turks, 
Kurds, Arabs cannot come together and 
form an all�ance as they have throughout 
h�story.

TODAY, TURKS AND KURDS ARE 
EMBRACING EACH OTHER AGAIN 
WITH AFFECTION WITHOUT 
OBSTACLES

Express�ng that the ult�mate a�m of 
terror�sm �s not to d�v�de Turkey, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, "No one has the 
power to d�v�de Turkey. But they 
d�stracted us, made us lose t�me, caused 
econom�c loss, spent our energy. Most of 
all, they tr�ed to sow d�scord between 
Turks and Kurds. Who won �n 41 years? 
Terror�sm barons, the terror�sm sector, 
those who feed on blood won. ose 
who had d�rty calculat�ons on Turks, 
Kurds, Arabs won. Today, we are 
break�ng, overturn�ng th�s d�rty game, 
th�s d�rty scheme, th�s d�scord 
movement. H�story �s repeat�ng �tself. 
Today, Turks and Kurds are embrac�ng 
each other aga�n w�th affect�on w�thout 
obstacles. Today, the sp�r�t of Malazg�rt, 
the Jerusalem All�ance, the nucleus of the 
War of Independence �s tak�ng shape 
aga�n. Today, the dawn of a great and 
powerful Turkey �s break�ng. Now we w�ll 
s�t and talk. Not w�th weapons, v�olence, 
not for fight�ng, but for affect�on, 
brotherhood, we w�ll talk face to face, 
heart to heart, remov�ng the obstacle of 
terror�sm between us."

Underl�n�ng that they w�ll solve every 
�ssue through d�alogue, Pres�dent 
Erdogan noted: "Every c�t�zen of th�s 
country, whether Turk�sh, Kurd�sh, Arab, 
Sunn�, Alev�, r�ght�st, le�st, r�ch, poor, 
every c�t�zen �s a first-class c�t�zen before 
the state. e Republ�c of Turkey �s our 
common home, our roof. We 86 m�ll�on 
are one, together, brothers from etern�ty 
to etern�ty. Desp�te all our d�fferences, 
together we are Turkey. We have been 
fight�ng for th�s for 23 years. And God 
w�ll�ng, Turkey �s crown�ng th�s struggle. 
Our Kurd�sh brothers, do you have an 
�ssue? We w�ll s�t and talk w�thout 
weapons, v�olence, terror�sm �n between. 
Our Alev� brothers, do you have a 
problem? We w�ll solve �t through 
d�alogue. Bel�eve me, bless�ngs w�ll come 
to our table. Peace w�ll come to our 
broad Turk�sh home. W�th that bless�ng, 
w�th that peace, we w�ll overcome every 
obstacle and walk towards the future."

Pres�dent Erdogan emphas�zed, “Let's not 
forget, when hearts are one, borders 
d�sappear. As a first step, we w�ll establ�sh 
a comm�ss�on �n the Grand Nat�onal 
Assembly of Turkey, and we w�ll start 
d�scuss�ng the legal needs of the process 
under the roof of the Parl�ament. I 
emphas�ze, as the People's All�ance, 
together w�th the AK Party, the 
Nat�onal�st Movement Party, and the 
DEM delegat�on, we w�ll develop th�s 
process and carry �t to the future."

Recall�ng that the DEM Party delegat�on 
met w�th the Speaker of the Grand 
Nat�onal Assembly, Numan Kurtulmuş, 
yesterday, Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, "We 
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bel�eve that the strong contr�but�on 
that our Veteran Parl�ament w�ll make 
to the process �s cr�t�cally �mportant for 
the work be�ng carr�ed out. In th�s 
process, we met w�th our late brother 
Sırrı Süreyya, then w�th Mrs. Perv�n 
Buldan, and M�that Sancar th�s week, 
we sat down, we talked. We d�scussed 
what we can do together for th�s 
journey. It seems �t has been poss�ble, 
better th�ngs w�ll happen."

 IT IS OUR SINE QUA NON THAT 
OUR KURDISH BROTHERS IN 
SYRIA ALSO LIVE IN PEACE AND 
SECURITY
Pres�dent Erdogan emphas�zed that he 
hopes the Parl�ament w�ll support th�s 
benefic�al process w�th the w�dest 
poss�ble part�c�pat�on and w�th a 
construct�ve and fac�l�tat�ng approach, 
add�ng: "Here, I also want to express 
w�th all my s�ncer�ty; not only the �ssue 
of our Kurd�sh c�t�zens but also the 
�ssue of our Kurd�sh brothers �n Iraq 
and Syr�a, don't forget, �s our �ssue. We 
are d�scuss�ng, talk�ng about th�s 
process w�th them too, and they are 
very happy. ese developments �n 
Turkey, espec�ally the steps taken 
yesterday, created very d�fferent vo�ces 
�n Iraq. It �s our s�ne qua non that our 
Kurd�sh brothers �n Syr�a also l�ve �n 
peace, tranqu�l�ty, and secur�ty."

Pres�dent Erdogan po�nted out that the 
U.S. Ambassador to Ankara, Tom 
Barrack, �s also the Spec�al 
Representat�ve for Syr�a, say�ng, "ey 
also held d�scuss�ons and meet�ngs �n 
Syr�a, and the messages g�ven from 
there were really very pos�t�ve and were 
pleas�ng for us as well."

THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY WILL 
BE MUCH STRONGER THAN 
BEFORE
Pres�dent Erdogan announced that 
they cont�nue to work w�th the new 
Syr�an government and the�r 
�nternat�onal partners for such an 
atmosphere to form rap�dly.

Emphas�z�ng that they s�ncerely bel�eve 
that the terror�sm chapter w�ll close 
there as well, and brotherhood, un�ty, 
togetherness, and �ntegr�ty w�ll w�n, 
Pres�dent Erdogan sa�d, "Now, AK 
Party, Nat�onal�st Movement Party, 

DEM, we have dec�ded to walk th�s 
path together at least as three. We have 
a concern, we are concerned, s�nce we 
have a concern, s�nce we are 
concerned, s�nce we have jo�ned hands, 
w�th Allah's perm�ss�on, we w�ll 
overcome these obstacles. Let everyone 
know that there �s no need to clench 
fists anymore. We w�ll pur�fy, we w�ll 
embrace, we w�ll talk, we w�ll walk 
tak�ng steps towards each other.

Emphas�z�ng that they w�ll bu�ld the 
Turk�sh Century together, hand �n 
hand, heart to heart, Pres�dent Erdogan 
cont�nued as follows: "W�th the end of 
terror�sm, the Republ�c of Turkey, don't 
forget, w�ll be much stronger, much 
more self-confident than before. We 
w�ll now g�ve our energy to our ma�n 
work. We w�ll mob�l�ze our resources 
not for fight�ng terror�sm, but for 
development, for prosper�ty, for a 
prosperous and v�ctor�ous Turkey. 
Turkey w�ll grow w�th brotherhood, 
Turkey w�ll strengthen w�th democracy, 
Turkey w�ll walk towards the future �n 
stab�l�ty and confidence. You w�ll see, 
we w�ll soon reach a very d�fferent 
Turkey. I underl�ne and say aga�n; we 
prov�de all k�nds of fac�l�t�es to those 
who take a step. Don't forget, we open 
the door w�de for those who seek a way 
out, but �f the waters �ow �n reverse, 
we do what �s necessary."

Pres�dent Erdogan underl�ned that no 
one should be uneasy, "e Turk �s 
much more secure, much stronger than 
yesterday. e Kurd, the Arab �s much 
more secure, much stronger than 
yesterday. Overcom�ng the pa�ns w�ll 
not be easy, I know, leav�ng pa�nful 

memor�es beh�nd w�ll certa�nly not be 
easy. Our losses w�ll undoubtedly not 
return, but w�th Allah's perm�ss�on, our 
youth w�ll not leave us aga�n �n the 
spr�ng of the�r l�ves. God w�ll�ng, our 
mothers w�ll not shed tears, they w�ll 
not exper�ence the pa�n of los�ng a 
ch�ld."

Pres�dent Erdogan noted that they have 
gone through calam�t�es, overcome 
traps to reach today, add�ng: "We heal 
our wounds and cont�nue on our way 
much stronger, much more 
determ�ned. As a country and a nat�on, 
we abundantly have th�s self-
confidence, th�s w�ll. W�thout hurt�ng, 
sadden�ng, or offend�ng anyone, we 
w�ll fac�l�tate �n accordance w�th the 
sens�t�v�ty of the process for the work 
to be sw�ly concluded, we w�ll 
met�culously follow the surrender of 
weapons through the establ�shed 
mechan�sm. Mothers of martyrs, 
fathers of martyrs, I k�ss your hands, 
no one can extend the�r hand to the 
dear memory of our martyrs, they 
cannot sta�n the�r legacy. Yes, be at 
ease, w�th the po�nt reached, the a�m of 
our martyrs w�ll have reached �ts 
dest�nat�on. My veteran brothers, be at 
ease, w�th the po�nt reached, your 
sacr�fice w�ll be crowned. Our martyrs 
carr�ed Turkey here, our veterans 
carr�ed �t, we are grateful to each of 
them, and we w�ll never let the�r 
memory be desecrated."

Emphas�z�ng that Mehmet Ak�f Ersoy 
had heralded 104 years ago what 
needed to be sa�d today, Pres�dent 
Erdogan rec�ted the verses of the 
Nat�onal Anthem: "Wave l�ke the 

dawn's l�ghts, O glor�ous crescent, so 
that our blood shed may be finally 
blessed. May all the blood we have 
shed now be blessed. Eternally, there �s 
no ext�nct�on for my race, ne�ther for 
you. Freedom �s the r�ght of my ever-
free �ag, �ndependence �s the r�ght of 
my God-worsh�pp�ng nat�on."

Say�ng "May our Lord make our path 
and our fortune open," Pres�dent 
Erdogan concluded h�s words as 
follows: "I once aga�n express my 
grat�tude to the hero�c members of our 
hero�c army, our pol�ce, gendarmer�e, 
coast guard un�ts, our secur�ty guards 
who fight �n the front l�nes aga�nst 
terror�sm, the unnamed heroes of our 
Nat�onal Intell�gence Organ�zat�on, our 
esteemed veterans and the valuable 
relat�ves of our martyrs, and to our 
dear nat�on who, desp�te all the pa�n 
they have exper�enced for half a 
century, have not allowed a sta�n on 
the�r eternal brotherhood �n these 
lands.

I once aga�n heart�ly thank our all�ance 
partner, the Cha�rman of the 
Nat�onal�st Movement Party, Mr. 
Devlet Bahçel�, the DEM Party 
delegat�on who embraced the process 
w�th a sens�ble tone, and espec�ally the 
late Sırrı Süreyya Önder, the pol�t�cal 
part�es and actors who show the 
w�sdom to take a nat�onal stance on 
nat�onal �ssues even though we are �n 
d�fferent lanes, the press organ�zat�ons 
and journal�sts who support the 
process w�th a respons�ble broadcast�ng 
l�ne, and also our other fr�ends whose 
names are preserved w�th us.”
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Accord�ng to a statement from 
the Kyrgyz Pres�dent�al Press 
Off�ce, Pres�dent Sadyr 

Japarov pa�d a return v�s�t to Dushanbe, 
the cap�tal of Taj�k�stan, upon the 
�nv�tat�on of Taj�k Pres�dent Emomal� 
Rahmon.
Japarov was welcomed by Rahmon at 
Dushanbe Internat�onal A�rport. e 
two leaders attended a concert 
featur�ng more than 500 performers.

Later, dur�ng the off�c�al ceremony held 
at the Pres�dent�al Palace of Taj�k�stan 
(Palace of the Nat�on), 21 gun salutes 
were fired �n honor of Pres�dent 
Japarov’s v�s�t.
Leaders D�scussed Secur�ty and Border 
Demarcat�on
In a pr�vate meet�ng, the leaders 
d�scussed a w�de range of b�lateral 
cooperat�on top�cs, �nclud�ng the 
s�tuat�on of c�t�zens l�v�ng �n the border 
reg�ons of both countr�es.

Pres�dent Rahmon noted that Kyrgyz-
Taj�k relat�ons are on the r�se, 
h�ghl�ght�ng that the border 
demarcat�on process had been 
successfully completed and that efforts 
�n th�s area are act�vely cont�nu�ng.
Rahmon emphas�zed the dynam�c 
development of trade, econom�c, 
cultural, and human�tar�an t�es 
between the two countr�es and 
underl�ned the �mportance of close 
cooperat�on �n the field of secur�ty.

He stated that he was ready to d�scuss 
w�th h�s Kyrgyz counterpart the current 
state and future prospects of b�lateral 

partnersh�p, as well as reg�onal and 
�nternat�onal �ssues.
Japarov Expects Construct�ve Talks
Pres�dent Japarov expressed grat�tude 
for the �nv�tat�on and for the warm and 
s�ncere recept�on from the brotherly 
people of Taj�k�stan.

He stated that he expects construct�ve 
negot�at�ons dur�ng the talks and noted 
that the complet�on of the border 
demarcat�on process �s a s�gn�ficant 
step not only for the two countr�es but 
also for strengthen�ng secur�ty and 
stab�l�ty throughout the reg�on.

Japarov aff�rmed h�s confidence that 
the border del�m�tat�on work would be 
completed �n the near future accord�ng 
to the agreed t�mel�ne.
A Ser�es of Documents and 
Agreements S�gned Between the Two 
Countr�es
Aer the �nter-delegat�on meet�ng, the 

leaders s�gned a jo�nt declarat�on.
Add�t�onally, several agreements were 
s�gned between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan, �nclud�ng an agreement on 
confidence-bu�ld�ng measures, the 
establ�shment of the Kyrgyz-Taj�k 
Intergovernmental Counc�l, and 
cooperat�on agreements �n the fields of 
geodesy, cartography, land 
management, cadastre, real estate 
reg�strat�on, and remote sens�ng.

Other agreements s�gned �ncluded 
cooperat�on �n standard�zat�on, 
metrology, product conform�ty 
assessment and accred�tat�on, as well as 

�n tour�sm. An agreement was also 
approved to establ�sh a bus�ness counc�l 
between the two countr�es’ Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry.

Agreements on cooperat�on between 
labor, soc�al secur�ty, and m�grat�on 
�nst�tut�ons, as well as on publ�c serv�ce 
and a cooperat�on program between 
the M�n�str�es of Fore�gn Affa�rs, were 
also s�gned.

An act�on plan cover�ng the 2025–2026 
per�od for cooperat�on �n supply, 
�ndustry, and new technolog�es was 
endorsed. Furthermore, cooperat�on 
agreements on env�ronmental 
protect�on and susta�nable 
development, as well as memorandums 
of understand�ng between nat�onal 
broadcast�ng organ�zat�ons and 
agr�cultural research �nst�tutes, were 
s�gned.

Follow�ng the s�gn�ng ceremony, the 
border customs checkpo�nts “Karamyk” 
and “Bordobo” between the two 
countr�es were off�c�ally opened v�a 
v�deo conference.
Leaders Spoke to the Press Aer Talks
Speak�ng to the press aer the talks, 
Japarov stated, “Today, Kyrgyz-Taj�k 
relat�ons are enter�ng a new phase of 
development based on mutual respect, 
trust, and good ne�ghborl�ness.”

He announced that they had agreed to 
fac�l�tate border cross�ng procedures for 
c�t�zens, �nclud�ng creat�ng favorable 
cond�t�ons for trade and the movement 
of goods and serv�ces, and that the first 
meet�ng of the Kyrgyz-Taj�k 
Intergovernmental Counc�l would be 
held �n B�shkek.
Rahmon emphas�zed that they had 
agreed to cont�nue cooperat�on �n the 
field of hydroelectr�c energy and stated 
that the agreements s�gned today had 
strengthened the legal foundat�on for 
further expand�ng the full spectrum of 
trade, econom�c, cultural, and 
human�tar�an relat�ons.

Border Agreement S�gned on March 
13 �n B�shkek

e long-stand�ng border d�spute 
between Kyrgyzstan and Taj�k�stan, 
wh�ch had cont�nued s�nce 1991, was 
resolved w�th the s�gn�ng of an 
agreement by the pres�dents of both 
countr�es on March 13 �n B�shkek.

e exchange of the border agreement 
documents took place �n the c�ty of 
Khujand, Taj�k�stan, on March 31.

As a result, the d�sputed 486-k�lometer 
sect�on of the 1,006-k�lometer-long 
border between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan was off�c�ally defined.

Relat�ons Between Kyrgyzstan and Taj�k�stan Improve 
Follow�ng Border Agreement
Follow�ng the s�gn�ng of the border 
agreement between Kyrgyzstan and 
Taj�k�stan, relat�ons between the two 
countr�es cont�nue to progress.
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M�n�ster F�dan, who �s �n 
Malays�a’s cap�tal Kuala 
Lumpur for the Seventh 

Tr�lateral Meet�ng of the ASEAN-Turkey 
Sectoral D�alogue Partnersh�p, answered 
quest�ons from Bernama TV and shared 
h�s evaluat�ons.
F�dan emphas�zed that h�stor�cally, 
relat�ons between Malays�a and Turkey 
are extremely strong and robust, and 
stated that there are unbreakable t�es 
between the two nat�ons.
Hakan F�dan expressed that �t �s the�r 
duty to ut�l�ze these strong bonds and to 
enhance cooperat�on �n all areas.
Emphas�z�ng the �mportance of 
d�plomacy between leaders, M�n�ster 
F�dan noted that the leaders of the two 
countr�es have very close relat�ons, and 
therefore, the�r bonds are also strong.
F�dan stated that the close relat�onsh�p 
between the leaders prov�des a 
foundat�on for fore�gn m�n�sters to 
cont�nue the�r agenda.
F�dan underl�ned that there are many 
th�ngs that can be done to �mprove 
Turkey-Malays�a cooperat�on and sa�d 
that there are many areas �n wh�ch they 
can act together, �nclud�ng technology, 
trade, the defense �ndustry, and 
educat�on.

“Our nearest target �s 10 b�ll�on 
dollars”
Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan sa�d that the 
trade volume between the two countr�es 
�s at a level that does not re�ect the�r 
fr�endsh�p, stat�ng, “We have just passed 
5 b�ll�on US dollars, and our closest target 
�s actually 10 b�ll�on US dollars. �s �s an 
area we are work�ng on very �ntens�vely.”
F�dan emphas�zed that ASEAN �s an 
extremely �mportant platform for them, 
stat�ng, “ASEAN �s a h�ghly s�gn�ficant 
geography for us. Malays�a �s also a very 
�mportant country as an ASEAN 
member… It �s very �mportant that we 
work together and develop our relat�ons 
w�th�n th�s framework.”
When asked whether there �s a spec�fic 
t�mel�ne for the 10 b�ll�on dollar target, 
F�dan sa�d, “If you know Pres�dent 
(Recep Tayy�p) Erdoğan, there �s only 
one t�mel�ne, and that �s yesterday. Not 

even today. Accord�ng to Pres�dent 
Erdoğan, we should have already reached 
that 10 b�ll�on dollars yesterday. �s 
shows us how urgent the s�tuat�on �s and 
h�ghl�ghts how su�table the env�ronment 
�s for us to develop th�s and �ncrease 
trade.”
M�n�ster F�dan stated that �nvestors and 
bus�nesspeople �n both countr�es need to 
�ncrease the�r awareness and sa�d that 
Malays�a has a compet�t�ve advantage �n 
trade and �nvestment, espec�ally �n the 
fields of technology and m�croelectron�cs, 
and that they want to benefit from th�s.
F�dan noted that the Turk�sh defense 
�ndustry and �ts compan�es want to take 
advantage of the opportun�t�es here, and 
expressed that there �s a lot that 
compan�es from both countr�es can do �n 
th�rd countr�es �n terms of both 
trad�t�onal and renewable energy sources.

“Turk�sh bus�nesspeople and �nvestors 
are �ncreas�ng the�r �nvestments �n 
ASEAN countr�es”
When asked about the�r plans as an 
ASEAN Sectoral D�alogue Partner, F�dan 
stated that they have a large agenda here 
and that they are present to �dent�fy 
opportun�t�es for both s�des.
M�n�ster F�dan sa�d, “Espec�ally Turk�sh 
bus�nesspeople and �nvestors, part�cularly 
�n recent years, are �ncreas�ng the�r 
engagement and �nvestments �n ASEAN 
countr�es. �s �s a very �mportant plus 
for us.”
He noted that the �nteract�on between the 
peoples of the two countr�es has 
�ncreased, w�th Turk�sh c�t�zens show�ng 
great �nterest �n ASEAN countr�es, and 
that people from these countr�es are also 
v�s�t�ng Turkey for tour�sm and 
educat�onal purposes.
When asked how they evaluate Turkey’s 
long-term relat�onsh�p w�th ASEAN, 
F�dan emphas�zed that they are 
ma�nta�n�ng th�s relat�onsh�p w�th a 
pos�t�ve agenda, wh�ch g�ves them great 
support.
H�ghl�ght�ng that there are �nvestment 
opportun�t�es �n many d�fferent fields 
such as the defense �ndustry, energy, and 
technology, F�dan sa�d, “Because Turkey 
has establ�shed a very �mportant and 

sol�d foundat�on �n the defense �ndustry. 
Our reg�on �s �ndeed a troubled one. We 
have had to defend ourselves. However, 
th�s ASEAN reg�on �s generally one 
where more peaceful relat�ons preva�l. So 
perhaps there has not been much need to 
develop a defense �ndustry here. In th�s 
sense, we can complement each other.”

On the quest�on of what Turkey and 
Malays�a can concretely do regard�ng 
human�tar�an a�d to Gaza and the 
reconstruct�on of Gaza, F�dan responded:
“Unfortunately, the ongo�ng genoc�de �n 
Gaza �s truly a heartbreak�ng 
development. Events are unfold�ng that 
we w�ll never forget—extremely pa�nful 
events for all of us. �s �s a great fa�lure 
for human�ty �n general, but espec�ally a 
major fa�lure for Musl�ms.”
F�dan stated that Turkey and Malays�a 
have certa�n respons�b�l�t�es regard�ng 
Gaza, not�ng that they are aware that 
Malays�an Pr�me M�n�ster Anwar 
Ibrah�m has ra�sed h�s vo�ce concern�ng 
the oppressed Palest�n�ans and the 
occup�ed Palest�n�an terr�tor�es.
Emphas�z�ng that they must act shoulder 
to shoulder �n close cooperat�on on th�s 
�ssue, F�dan sa�d, “Because �f we do not 
un�te �n the face of th�s k�nd of 
barbar�sm, one day �t may come for us as 
well.”
F�dan po�nted out that coord�nated 
pressure for the prov�s�on of 
human�tar�an a�d to Gaza �s cruc�al, 
stat�ng: “Because 2 m�ll�on Gaza res�dents 
are currently be�ng held capt�ve, and 
Gaza resembles a concentrat�on camp. It 
resembles a World War II-era 
concentrat�on camp. e Palest�n�an 
people here are be�ng del�berately starved 
and subjected to harsh cond�t�ons. All of 
th�s �s happen�ng before our very eyes. 
We cannot allow th�s to cont�nue.”

"When you have open and honest 
d�alogue w�th the Trump 
adm�n�strat�on, there �s much you can 
do together”
F�dan underl�ned that d�plomacy plays a 
very �mportant role �n h�ghl�ght�ng 
certa�n agendas �n relat�on to Western 
countr�es and espec�ally the Un�ted 
States, say�ng: “In terms of relat�ons w�th 
(U.S.) Pres�dent (Donald) Trump, our 

exper�ence �s th�s: When you have an 
open and honest d�alogue w�th the 
Trump adm�n�strat�on, there �s much you 
can do together. at �s what our 
exper�ence as Turkey has shown.”
On the quest�on of how countr�es l�ke 
Malays�a or Indones�a can be �nvolved �n 
the process of med�at�on and find�ng 
d�plomat�c solut�ons to con��cts, F�dan 
responded:
“As I ment�oned earl�er, due to the un�que 
character�st�cs of our reg�on, there are 
actually not many opt�ons. You e�ther go 
to war, or med�at�on occurs. In th�s sense, 
med�at�on �s not only �n our �nterest but 
also a reg�onal respons�b�l�ty for us as a 
respons�ble country �n the reg�on.”
Med�at�on

F�dan added that th�s �s also a key part of 
Pres�dent Erdoğan’s fore�gn pol�cy v�s�on, 
wh�ch �s why they try to contr�bute to 
med�at�on efforts �n Gaza, between Israel 
and Iran, and between Russ�a and 
Ukra�ne.
Stat�ng that they have contr�buted to 
med�at�on �n d�fferent reg�ons as well, 
F�dan emphas�zed that med�at�on �s a 
very �mportant d�plomat�c tool.
He sa�d he works very �ntens�vely on 
med�at�on and noted that when 
med�at�on fa�ls, m�l�tary solut�ons and 
other areas bear more of the burden. He 
ment�oned they try to �mplement very 
complex med�at�on technolog�es.
Referr�ng to the problems �n Turkey's 
surround�ng reg�on, F�dan sa�d that Syr�a, 
Iraq, Iran, and all of these countr�es have 
problems both domest�cally and 
�nternat�onally, and that a very complex 
set of problems ex�sts �n the reg�on, all of 
wh�ch affect Turkey.
“erefore, you first need to �dent�fy, 
exam�ne, and apply spec�fic d�plomat�c 
methodolog�es to every type of problem. 

Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan emphas�zed that 
they are work�ng �ntens�vely to reach the goal of 
a $10 b�ll�on mutual trade volume between 
Turkey and Malays�a and underl�ned that 
Turk�sh bus�nesspeople and �nvestors are 
�ncreas�ng the�r �nvestments �n ASEAN 
countr�es.

Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: Turk�sh Bus�nesspeople and 
Investors Are Increas�ng e�r Investments �n ASEAN Countr�es
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So you need to beg�n �mplement�ng th�s 
strategy, and the goal here �s th�s: to first 
find d�plomat�c solut�ons to all ex�st�ng 
problems... And �n order to do th�s, you 
need to be transparent. You must have 
empathy for the other s�de. And our 
Pres�dent always says th�s: Every solut�on 
must be a w�n-w�n solut�on. You cannot 
always th�nk only of yourself. When 
conduct�ng d�plomacy, you must also 
focus on the �nterests of the other s�de. 
Otherw�se, th�s cannot be a real solut�on 
or real d�plomacy.”

"Every �nternat�onal system �s des�gned 
by the v�ctors”
F�dan emphas�zed that the global system 
�s exper�enc�ng ex�stent�al problems, 
say�ng that when a problem ar�ses �n any 
part of the world, �t �nev�tably negat�vely 
affects everyone w�th�n the �nternat�onal 
system.
He recalled that the current �nternat�onal 
system was des�gned r�ght aer World 
War II, not�ng that there were 55 nat�on-
states at that t�me, whereas today there 
are 193 member states reg�stered w�th 
the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN).

F�dan cont�nued:“If your �ntent�on �s to 
establ�sh dom�nance over the 
�nternat�onal system and create an 
env�ronment only for yourself, that �s a 
d�fferent agenda. But �f your �ntent�on 
and pol�cy �s to ensure that the 
�nternat�onal system treats everyone 
equally and fa�rly, to create a system 
where no one �s le beh�nd, then the 
system can also support others. 
Unfortunately, when we look at every 
�nternat�onal system throughout h�story, 
we see that these structures have been 
des�gned by the v�ctor�ous powers. 
Naturally, then, these systems serve the 
�nterests of the v�ctors. However, every 
t�me we see th�s, we also see that such 
systems have a l�m�ted shelf l�fe.”
F�dan stated that as Turkey, they are 
seek�ng an answer to the quest�on: “How 
can we transform the system �nto one 
not only based on the w�nners' 
perspect�ve but also where no one �s le 
beh�nd and everyone �s �ncluded?” He 
emphas�zed that th�s forms the 
foundat�on of Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy 
m�ss�on.

Not�ng that w�th�n the current system no 
one wants to g�ve up the�r compet�t�ve 
advantage, F�dan sa�d: “Be �t the veto 
power or be�ng a permanent member of 
the Un�ted Nat�ons Secur�ty Counc�l, 
these are seen as �nherent r�ghts, and no 
one wants to g�ve them up. But these 
r�ghts act aga�nst the �nterests of the rest 
of the �nternat�onal commun�ty. To be 
honest, my fear �s th�s: If we do not learn 
from h�story, we may unfortunately have 
to endure a great con��ct just to bu�ld a 
new �nternat�onal system. But as 
human�ty, we must have learned from 
h�story. We must not repeat th�s 
m�stake.”
F�dan concluded by stat�ng that although 
Turkey and Malays�a are located �n 
d�fferent parts of the world, they share 

the same values, and whenever the�r 
leaders, soc�et�es, and peoples find an 
opportun�ty, they �mmed�ately stand s�de 
by s�de.

The meet�ng, hosted by the Jud�c�al and 
Legal Counc�l of Azerba�jan and 
Pres�dent of the Supreme Court Inam 
Kar�mov, was attended by Cha�rman of 
the Supreme Jud�c�al Counc�l of 
Uzbek�stan Halmum�n Yodgorov, 
Cha�rwoman of the Counc�l of Judges of 
Kyrgyzstan A�da Se�dakmatova, and 
Member of the Supreme Jud�c�al Counc�l 
of Kazakhstan Yernar Begal�yev.
Also present at the meet�ng were 
Secretary General of the OTS, 
Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev, 
V�ce Pres�dent of the Counc�l of Judges 
and Prosecutors (HSK) Fuzul� Aydoğdu, 
and Pres�dent of the Supreme Court of 
the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) Bertan Özerdağ.
Dur�ng the meet�ng, the Statute of the 
OTS Counc�l of Judges Network was 
adopted and s�gned by the part�c�pants.

"e greatest goal of the OTS Counc�l 
of Judges Network �s to make the 
just�ce v�s�on of the Turk�c world 
v�s�ble on a global scale."
In h�s speech, HSK V�ce Pres�dent 
Aydoğdu stated that the network to be 
establ�shed would go beyond be�ng just a 
coord�nat�on structure and would create 
a new synergy �n many areas, from 
jud�c�al eth�cs to profess�onal 
development, the shar�ng of best 
pract�ces, and mutual exchange of 
exper�ences.
Aydoğdu sa�d that they a�m for th�s 
network to be a cont�nuous 
commun�cat�on and consultat�on 
platform among the relevant �nst�tut�onal 
bod�es of OTS member states. He added: 
“It �s our pr�mary goal that the OTS 
Counc�l of Judges Network prov�des an 
effect�ve mechan�sm for develop�ng jo�nt 
solut�ons to common problems, 
strengthens un�versal pr�nc�ples such as 
jud�c�al �ndependence, �mpart�al�ty, and 
transparency, and makes the just�ce 
v�s�on of the Turk�c world v�s�ble on a 
global scale.”

Pres�dent of the Jud�c�al and Legal 
Counc�l and the Supreme Court of 
Azerba�jan, Kar�mov, stated that the OTS 
Counc�l of Judges Network �s an 
�mportant step towards �nst�tut�onal�z�ng 
concrete legal cooperat�on between 
member states.
Kar�mov sa�d, “W�th the adopted statute, 
a legal bas�s w�ll be la�d for mult�lateral 
and susta�nable cooperat�on �n the field 
of jud�c�ary and law among the member 
states. In th�s context, a rel�able platform 
w�ll be establ�shed for �mplement�ng 
jo�nt projects, organ�z�ng sc�ent�fic and 
educat�onal programs, tra�n�ng judges �n 
eth�cs and profess�onal�sm, conduct�ng 
jo�nt legal research, and cont�nuous 
exchange of exper�ences. �s process 
w�ll make s�gn�ficant contr�but�ons to 
deepen�ng the common legal culture of 
the Turk�c states and promot�ng the 
pr�nc�ples of just�ce and the rule of law 
more broadly.”

xpress�ng h�s pleasure over the Edec�s�on to des�gnate Ankara as 
the “Turk�c World Tour�sm 

Cap�tal” for 2026, the Secretary General 
emphas�zed h�s bel�ef that th�s dec�s�on 
would s�gn�ficantly contr�bute to the jo�nt 
efforts to promote the shared cultural 
her�tage of the Turk�c world.
In add�t�on to the Secretary General, the 
Republ�c of Türk�ye’s M�n�ster of Culture 
and Tour�sm, Mr. Mehmet Nur� Ersoy, 
and other sen�or off�c�als also del�vered 
speeches. ey h�ghl�ghted Ankara’s r�ch 
h�stor�cal her�tage, developed 
�nfrastructure, and symbol�c s�gn�ficance.
ey underscored that th�s t�tle offers a 
un�que opportun�ty to w�dely promote 
Ankara’s her�tage across the Turk�c reg�on.

M�n�ster of Culture and Tour�sm Mehmet 
Nur� Ersoy descr�bed Ankara as “one of 
our d�st�ngu�shed c�t�es that re�ects the 
collect�ve memory of the Turk�c world 
w�th �ts r�ch her�tage stretch�ng from 
Gord�on to Anıtkab�r, from the Roman 
Baths to CSO Ada Ankara, along w�th �ts 
museums, art �nst�tut�ons, and cultural 
d�vers�ty.”

He cont�nued, “�s anc�ent cap�tal r�s�ng 
�n the heart of Anatol�a w�ll now be not 
only the showcase of Türk�ye but also the 
cultural and tour�sm showcase of the 
ent�re Turk�c world.”

Ersoy emphas�zed that throughout 2026, 
Ankara w�ll be explored together and that 
the values the cap�tal holds w�ll cont�nue 
to be shared w�th brotherly nat�ons.

e clos�ng ceremony was attended by 
h�gh-level representat�ves from OTS 
member and observer states. Part�c�pants 
also v�s�ted the exh�b�t�ons �ns�de the 
Ethnography Museum.
e event concluded w�th a concert by 
the Turk�c World Mus�c Ensemble.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

e clos�ng ceremony of the 10th Meet�ng of 
M�n�sters Respons�ble for Tour�sm of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS) was held �n the 
garden of the Ethnography Museum �n Ankara. 
Dur�ng the ceremony, OTS Secretary General 
Ambassador Kubanychbek Omural�ev del�vered a 
speech.

Ankara Named Turk�c World 
Tour�sm Cap�tal for 2026
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Uzbek�stan wants to �ncrease products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons to develop tour�sm and nat�onal brands

Known for �ts h�stor�cal and 
cultural assets, var�ous 
hand�cras, and un�que 

cu�s�ne, Uzbek�stan has recently 
�ncreased efforts to reg�ster products 
w�th geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons.
Uzbek author�t�es a�m to further 
develop gastronomy and cultural 
tour�sm �n the country and promote 
nat�onal brands by �ncreas�ng the 
number of products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons that re�ect nat�onal values 
and cultural r�chness. W�th�n th�s 
framework, the Geograph�cal 
Ind�cat�ons Law was s�gned by 
Pres�dent ShavkatM�rz�yoyev �n 
February 2023.

Aer the law came �nto effect, the 
M�n�stry of Just�ce reg�stered for the 
first t�me the Marg�lan atlas and 
Marg�lanadras s�lk fabr�cs, wh�ch have 
been produced for centur�es �n the c�ty 
of Marg�lan �n the Fergana Valley, and 
the Kokand kn�fe as products w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons.

In 2023, Zam�n tandoor meat prepared 
�n the J�zzakh reg�on of the country 
and G�zhduvan kebab from the 
Bukhara reg�on were also reg�stered as 
products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons. In 2024, Guzar tandoor 
meat spec�fic to the Kashkadarya 
reg�on, Khorezm egg pastry, and the 
Chust kn�fe and Chustdopp� (skullcap) 
from the Chust d�str�ct �n the 
Namangan reg�on were des�gnated as 
products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons.

More than 10 products have been 
reg�stered �n the country to date
�s year, Sokak samsa (pastry) un�que 
to the Sokak v�llage near Tashkent and 
the And�jan dopp� (skullcap) were 
w�th�n reg�stered and �ncluded �n the 
l�st of products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons. Add�t�onally, Samarkand 
bread, Samarkand paper w�th a 1000-
year h�story made from mulberry trees, 
and Samarkand ch�ckpea soup from 
the Samarkand reg�on were also 
reg�stered w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons.

us, as a result of the work carr�ed out 
for the reg�strat�on of products w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons �n the country 
over the last three years, more than 10 
products have been �dent�fied �n th�s 
context.

 Var�ous events are be�ng organ�zed 
to �ncrease the number of products 
w�th geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons

Accord�ng to the country's laws, aer 
apply�ng to the M�n�stry of Just�ce for 
the reg�strat�on of products w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons, a cert�ficate 
regard�ng the reg�strat�on of the 
product �n quest�on �s �ssued w�th�n a 
month.
Var�ous sem�nars and conferences are 
organ�zed by the Intellectual Property 
Center under the M�n�stry of Just�ce to 
expand th�s product l�st and develop �ts 
platform.
In the country, fa�rs where these 
products are exh�b�ted are also 
organ�zed for the reg�strat�on and 
promot�on of products w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons.

ere are nearly 100 more products 
that can be reg�stered w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons �n the country
Accord�ng to �nformat�on obta�ned 
from the M�n�stry of Just�ce, there are 
currently nearly 100 more products 
throughout the country that can be 

reg�stered w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons, and the process and work 
regard�ng the�r reg�strat�on are 
ongo�ng.

Among those to be reg�stered w�th 
geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons are numerous 
products such as the Bukhara carpet, 
Bahmal apple, M�rzachol melon, 
Parkent grape, Kokand cherry, 
Karakalpak karauyu (tent), Khorezm 
melon, Khorezm r�ce, Altyaryk rad�sh, 
and Ch�naz fish.
D�lmurad Al�yev, an off�c�al from the 
Tashkent Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, emphas�zed �n h�s statement 
that Uzbek�stan stands out w�th �ts 
anc�ent h�stor�cal and cultural assets, 
r�ch cu�s�ne represent�ng d�fferent 
reg�ons, var�ous products, and dazzl�ng 
hand�cra examples, not�ng that many 
of these are cand�dates to be reg�stered 
as products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons.

Al�yev po�nted out that the reg�strat�on 
work of products w�th geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons belong�ng to d�fferent 
reg�ons of the country �s a new 
s�tuat�on for the country, emphas�z�ng 
that desp�te th�s, these efforts have 
rap�dly �ncreased recently, and the 
government prov�des ample support 
for these efforts.5
D�lmurad Al�yev sa�d, "e 
development of the geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons products platform w�ll 
contr�bute to the promot�on of 
products from d�fferent reg�ons, as well 
as the development of gastronomy and 
cultural tour�sm �n Uzbek�stan and an 
�ncrease �n the number of tour�sts.”

Uzbek�stan a�ms to 
develop tour�sm and 
promote nat�onal 
brands by �ncreas�ng 
the number of 
products w�th 
geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons �n the 
country.
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e 30th Ann�versary of the Srebren�ca Genoc�de 
Commemorated w�th a Spec�al Program
A commemorat�on program was held for the 30th 
ann�versary of the genoc�de �n Srebren�ca, eastern 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, where Serb�an forces 
brutally massacred more than 8,000 Bosn�ak 
c�v�l�ans �n 1995.

Turk�sh Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan's v�deo message was shown 
at the commemorat�on program 

held at the former battery factory used as a 
base by Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) sold�ers 
dur�ng the war �n Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, 
wh�le Turk�sh Parl�ament Speaker Numan 
Kurtulmuş and Head of Rel�g�ous Affa�rs Al� 
Erbaş also attended the ceremony at the 
factory.
Speak�ng at the commemorat�on program 
held at the former battery factory used as a 
Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) base dur�ng the war �n 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, Kurtulmuş 
expressed that the recovered rema�ns of 
genoc�de v�ct�ms k�lled �n Srebren�ca were 
be�ng la�d to rest, say�ng, "We feel a deep 
embarrassment toward the people of 
Srebren�ca and Bosn�a and Herzegov�na. We 
all feel th�s embarrassment. At the same 
t�me, as valuable members of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, we str�ve to ra�se 
our vo�ces on every platform to address the 
�ssue of genoc�de and ensure that what 
happened �n Srebren�ca �s not forgotten."
Kurtulmuş recalled that July 11 was declared 
last year as the "Internat�onal Day of 
Remembrance and Re�ect�on on the 
Srebren�ca Genoc�de" at the UN, not�ng that 
the dec�s�on was an �mportant step but 
represented a belated apology.

Ind�cat�ng that efforts must be made to 
prevent s�m�lar s�tuat�ons from occurr�ng �n 
the future w�th lessons learned from 
Srebren�ca, Kurtulmuş cont�nued:
"I would l�ke to g�ve mean�ng to th�s 
meet�ng by recall�ng the valuable words of 
Al�ja Izetbegov�ć, the founder and w�se 
leader of Bosn�a and Herzegov�na: 'Never 
forget the genoc�de, because forgotten 
genoc�de �s repeated.' We have w�tnessed 
three major genoc�des �n modern t�mes. 
One �s Auschw�tz, another �s Srebren�ca, and 
the other �s the ongo�ng Gaza genoc�de 
wh�le we speak here.”

Kurtulmuş emphas�zed that among the 
lessons to be learned, the first �s the s�lence 
of the �nternat�onal commun�ty, say�ng:
"Second, those respons�ble for all three 
genoc�des are the same type of people. ere 
�s no d�fference between Adolf H�tler, Ratko 
Mlad�ć, and Benjam�n Netanyahu; they are 
people w�th the same behav�or. �rd, ethn�c 
cleans�ng has been employed �n each case. 
ese are act�ons establ�shed to completely 
destroy the people they see as enem�es."

"Human�ty, already crushed under the 
shame of Srebren�ca, �s be�ng crushed even 
more under the shame of Gaza”
Kurtulmuş stated that the s�tuat�on 
w�tnessed �n Gaza aer Srebren�ca shows 
that �nternat�onal law ex�sts "as text" but not 
"�n real�ty," say�ng, "e connect�on between 
just�ce and truth has been broken. Just�ce 
has been captured by the powerful and 
turned �nto a toy �n the hands of those w�th 
power. at �s why we say that �f we are to 
stand aga�nst genoc�de, we must reveal all �ts 
foundat�ons and act together to ensure that 
genoc�de never happens aga�n anywhere �n 
the world."
Kurtulmuş remarked, “Today's ceremony 
here teaches each of us a lot. In fact, �f even 
aer 30 years only one body can be 
�dent�fied, cons�der how mass�ve the atroc�ty 
was... Wh�le bod�es are be�ng exhumed from 
the mud years aer the genoc�de was 
comm�tted here, w�th the support of the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty, I fear that we may 
face the same scene �n the near future."

Not�ng that 60,000 people have been k�lled 
�n Gaza and thousands of nameless bod�es 
could be recovered from the rubble, 
Kurtulmuş sa�d, "Human�ty, already crushed 
under the shame of Srebren�ca, �s be�ng 
crushed even more under the shame of Gaza 
and rema�ns under an even greater burden. 
Together, from Srebren�ca, on behalf of 
human�ty burdened by the heavy we�ght of 
all past genoc�des, let us be �n sol�dar�ty w�th 
you valuable members of the �nternat�onal 
commun�ty who show th�s sens�t�v�ty to 
prevent all future genoc�des."

Kurtulmuş emphas�zed that the struggle put 
forth by the Srebren�ca mothers and the 
people of Bosn�a and Herzegov�na should be 
an example to everyone, say�ng, "Every 
human be�ng �s equal �n creat�on. No human 
has any super�or�ty over another for any 
reason. Know�ng th�s and possess�ng th�s 
understand�ng, we w�ll, God w�ll�ng, protect 
all human�ty's her�tage."

Stat�ng that 7 genoc�de v�ct�ms would be 
bur�ed on the 30th ann�versary of the 
Srebren�ca genoc�de, Kurtulmuş concluded:
"I commemorate w�th mercy the 7 
Srebren�ca martyrs we w�ll bury today, and I 
know that the�r souls are here �n th�s hall 
w�th us. May Allah treat the Srebren�ca 
martyrs w�th mercy. May He welcome them 
to the h�ghest heavens and reward them as 
the most honorable people on earth."
Message from the Netherlands: "We could 
not protect Bosn�ak c�v�l�ans”
Den�s Bec�rov�ć, the Bosn�ak member of the 
Pres�dency Counc�l of Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na, speak�ng at the ceremony, 
stated that 30 years have passed s�nce the 
war cr�mes comm�tted �n Srebren�ca and 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na, say�ng, "�rty 
years have passed s�nce the systemat�c 

k�ll�ng of c�v�l�ans, the�r bur�al �n mass 
graves, the struggle for just�ce to pun�sh the 
perpetrators, and the bu�ld�ng of a safer 
future."
Pak�stan� Pr�me M�n�ster Shehbaz Shar�f, �n 
h�s wr�tten message, stated that they stand �n 
sol�dar�ty w�th the people of Srebren�ca and 
that Pak�stan greatly values �ts relat�ons w�th 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, 
part�c�pat�ng �n the memor�al ceremony v�a 
v�deo message, stated that 30 years have 
passed s�nce the genoc�de that shocked the 
world and that they w�ll never forget what 
happened �n those terr�ble days, say�ng, "We 
were w�th you �n those days. For 30 years, 
we have ma�nta�ned our presence to ensure 
secur�ty �n the reg�on, and we w�ll cont�nue 
to do so."
Dutch Fore�gn M�n�ster Caspar Veldkamp, 
recall�ng that Bosn�ak c�v�l�ans sought refuge 
w�th Dutch sold�ers under the UN dur�ng 
the genoc�de �n Srebren�ca, sa�d, "We fa�led 
to protect them. Both we and the 
�nternat�onal commun�ty. I can say that we 
w�ll not forget what happened here."
Veldkamp, not�ng that terr�ble suffer�ng �s 
be�ng w�tnessed today �n Ukra�ne, Sudan, 
and the M�ddle East, sa�d, "Of course, th�s 
cannot d�m�n�sh your pa�n. We remember 
all genoc�de v�ct�ms and express sol�dar�ty 
w�th the�r relat�ves �n bu�ld�ng a common 
future."
European Un�on (EU) Comm�ss�oner for 
Enlargement Marta Kos also stated that they 
have not forgotten and w�ll not allow the 
Srebren�ca genoc�de to be forgotten, say�ng, 
"Srebren�ca cont�nues to be one of Europe's 
deepest wounds. Our respons�b�l�ty �s to not 
forget what happened and to prevent hate 
speech and v�olence."

Sol�dar�ty message from Srebren�ca 
mothers to Gaza mothers
Mun�ra Subas�c, Pres�dent of the Mothers of 
Srebren�ca and Žepa Assoc�at�on, po�nted 
out that the pa�n exper�enced by Srebren�ca 
mothers �n 1995 �s now be�ng exper�enced 
by mothers �n Ukra�ne and Gaza. Subas�c 
rece�ved a stand�ng ovat�on at the end of her 
speech.
Hamd�ja Fejz�c, Cha�rman of the Srebren�ca 
Memor�al Ceremony Organ�zat�on 
Comm�ttee, stated that the pa�n �n 
Srebren�ca has not subs�ded for 30 years, 
say�ng, "Deny�ng genoc�de �s perpetuat�ng 
genoc�de. erefore, we w�ll not rema�n 
s�lent. We w�ll cont�nue to seek just�ce."
e ceremony also �ncluded speeches by 
Grac�ela Gatt� Santana, Pres�dent of the 
Internat�onal Res�dual Mechan�sm for 
Cr�m�nal Tr�bunals (IRMCT); Rosemary 

D�Carlo, UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Pol�t�cal and Peacebu�ld�ng Affa�rs; Serge 
Brammertz, Ch�ef Prosecutor of the 
Internat�onal Res�dual Mechan�sm for 
Cr�m�nal Tr�bunals; former German 
Pres�dent Joach�m Gauck; Dan�sh Fore�gn 
M�n�ster Lars Løkke Rasmussen; Swed�sh 
Fore�gn M�n�ster Mar�a Malmer Stenergard; 
Montenegr�n Fore�gn M�n�ster Erv�n 
Ibrah�mov�c; Croat�an Pr�me M�n�ster 
Andrej Plenkov�c; European Un�on (EU) 
Counc�l Pres�dent Antón�o Costa; and 
Bosn�a and Herzegov�na H�gh 
Representat�ve Chr�st�an Schm�dt.
Messages from Counc�l of Europe Secretary 
General Ala�n Berset, Austr�an Pres�dent 
Alexander Van der Bellen, Ital�an Pres�dent 
Serg�o Mattarella, and French Pres�dent 
Emmanuel Macron were also read at the 
commemorat�on program.

7 genoc�de v�ct�ms w�ll be bur�ed at 
today's funeral ceremony
Follow�ng the memor�al ceremony at the 
factory, 7 �dent�fied genoc�de v�ct�ms w�ll be 
bur�ed aer a funeral prayer.
e youngest of the 7 v�ct�ms to be bur�ed 
are Senaj�d Avd�c and Har�z Muj�c, who 
were 19 years old when they were k�lled. 
Fata Bekt�c, the only woman and oldest 
v�ct�m to be bur�ed th�s year, was 67 years 
old when she was k�lled.
e names of the 7 people to be bur�ed 
today are as follows:
"Senaj�d Avd�c, Har�z Muj�c, Fata Bekt�c, 
Has�b Omerov�c, Sejdal�ja Al�c, R�fet 
Gabelj�c, Am�r Mujc�c."
Aer th�s year's ceremony, the number of 
v�ct�ms bur�ed �n the memor�al cemetery 
w�ll r�se to 6,772.

 More than 1,000 genoc�de v�ct�ms st�ll not 
found
Aer the occupat�on of Srebren�ca on July 
11, 1995, by Serb�an forces under the 
command of Ratko Mlad�ć, Bosn�ak 
c�v�l�ans who took refuge w�th Dutch 
sold�ers under the UN were later handed 
over to the Serbs.
e Serbs allowed women and ch�ldren to 
reach the area controlled by Bosn�ak sold�ers 
but massacred at least 8,372 Bosn�aks �n 
forest areas, factor�es, and warehouses. e 
massacred Bosn�aks were bur�ed �n mass 
graves.
In the efforts �n�t�ated aer the war to find 
the m�ss�ng, v�ct�ms whose bod�es were 
recovered from mass graves are bur�ed each 
year on July 11 at the Potočar� Memor�al 
Cemetery aer �dent�ficat�on.
Desp�te 30 years hav�ng passed, the bod�es 
of more than 1,000 genoc�de v�ct�ms have 
yet to be found.
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UNICEF: K�ll�ng Fam�l�es Try�ng to Reach 
L�fe-Sav�ng A�d �n Gaza �s Inhumane

The Un�ted Nat�ons Ch�ldren's 
Fund (UNICEF) reported 
that 15 people, �nclud�ng 

ch�ldren and women, were k�lled th�s 
morn�ng by Israel wh�le wa�t�ng to 
rece�ve food a�d �n Gaza, and stated, 
“K�ll�ng fam�l�es try�ng to reach l�fe-
sav�ng a�d �s �nhumane.”

UNICEF Execut�ve D�rector 
Cather�ne Russell �ssued a wr�tten 
statement regard�ng the attack.
Russell noted that th�s morn�ng, 15 
people — �nclud�ng 9 ch�ldren and 4 
women — were k�lled by Israel wh�le 
wa�t�ng to rece�ve food a�d prov�ded 
by UNICEF’s partner organ�zat�on 
“Project Hope” �n Gaza, and added 
that 30 others were �njured.

Russell emphas�zed, “K�ll�ng fam�l�es 
try�ng to reach l�fe-sav�ng a�d �s 
�nhumane.”

She stated that th�s attack re�ects the 
harsh real�ty many people �n Gaza are 
fac�ng today as a result of the months-
long obstruct�on of suff�c�ent a�d 
del�ver�es to the reg�on and the fa�lure 
to fulfill the obl�gat�on to protect 
c�v�l�ans. She cont�nued:

“e lack of a�d �s caus�ng ch�ldren to 
face hunger, and the r�sk of fam�ne 
�ncreases w�th each pass�ng day. 
Unless l�fe-sav�ng a�d and serv�ces are 
fully restored, the number of 
malnour�shed ch�ldren w�ll cont�nue 
to r�se. Internat�onal law �s clear: All 
part�es to the con��ct are obl�gated to 
protect c�v�l�ans and ensure the safe 

and un�mpeded del�very of 
human�tar�an ass�stance.”

Russell called on Israel to urgently 
rev�ew �ts rules of engagement to 
ensure full compl�ance w�th 
�nternat�onal human�tar�an law, wh�ch 
pr�or�t�zes the protect�on of c�v�l�ans 
and ch�ldren, and to conduct a 
thorough and �ndependent 
�nvest�gat�on �nto th�s �nc�dent.
Stress�ng that all allegat�ons of 
v�olat�ons must be r�gorously 
�nvest�gated, Russell once aga�n called 
for an �mmed�ate and permanent 
ceasefire, the release of hostages, and 
for all part�es to protect c�v�l�ans, 

ch�ldren, and human�tar�an a�d 
workers.
Russell stated, “Food, water, nutr�t�on, 
and med�cal suppl�es must reach 
ch�ldren safely and w�thout delay. e 
deaths and suffer�ng of ch�ldren and 
c�v�l�ans must end.”

UNICEF has 
stated, "K�ll�ng 
fam�l�es try�ng to 
reach l�fe-sav�ng 
a�d (�n Gaza) �s 
�nhumane.”
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Accord�ng to the "State of 
World Populat�on 2025" 
report publ�shed by the 

Un�ted Nat�ons Populat�on Fund 
(UNFPA) t�tled "e Real Fert�l�ty 
Cr�s�s," a large proport�on of women 
and men worldw�de are unable to 
ach�eve the�r goals of hav�ng the�r 
des�red number of ch�ldren.

A survey conducted by UNFPA and 
publ�c op�n�on research company 
YouGov �nvolv�ng over 14,000 people 
�n 14 countr�es, represent�ng more than 
37 percent of the global populat�on, 
showed that �nd�v�duals oen have to 
change the �deal number of ch�ldren 
they w�sh to have �n the�r l�fet�me.
About 18 percent of reproduct�ve-age 
adults who part�c�pated �n the survey 
reported bel�ev�ng they would not be 
able to have the�r des�red number of 
ch�ldren. Eleven percent of people of 
reproduct�ve age sa�d they had fewer 
ch�ldren than they wanted, wh�le 7 
percent sa�d they had more.

e report noted that among people 
over 50 who have passed the�r 
reproduct�ve years, 31 percent sa�d they 
had fewer ch�ldren than des�red, wh�le 
12 percent had more ch�ldren than 
planned.
Based on these data, the report 
determ�ned that a s�gn�ficant port�on of 
the world's populat�on, wh�ch now 
exceeds 8.2 b�ll�on, �s unable to ach�eve 
the�r fert�l�ty goals.
An AA correspondent comp�led the 
current state of the world populat�on 
and reg�onal �ncrease and decrease 
trends from the UNFPA 2025 State of 
World Populat�on Report on the 
occas�on of World Populat�on Day.

Average l�fe expectancy has r�sen to 
73 years �n the last 50 years
Accord�ng to the report, the �ncrease �n 
average l�fe expectancy and the decl�ne 
�n fert�l�ty rates on a global scale are 
caus�ng the world's populat�on to age 
progress�vely.
Accord�ng to the UNFPA report, as of 
2023, there are 809 m�ll�on people aged 
65 and over �n the world. �s number 

�s expected to reach 1.6 b�ll�on by 2050 
and 2.4 b�ll�on by the end of the 
century.
Although the ag�ng trend has long been 
seen as a burden �n terms of soc�al 
secur�ty systems and healthcare 
expend�tures, the report defines th�s 
group as an �mportant segment that 
also "contr�butes econom�cally." 
Accord�ng to th�s, people over 50 
contr�buted $45 tr�ll�on to the global 
economy �n 2020.

Wh�le the h�ghest proport�on of elderly 
populat�on �s seen �n developed 
countr�es, the fastest ag�ng trend �s 
occurr�ng �n develop�ng countr�es. It �s 
emphas�zed that these countr�es need 
to prepare the�r healthcare, ret�rement, 
and soc�al support systems for ag�ng.
In the last 50 years, the average l�fe 
expectancy has �ncreased from 59 to 73 
years. Parallel to th�s development, 
many countr�es have exper�enced a 
ser�ous decl�ne �n fert�l�ty rates. ese 
two factors together lead to an �ncrease 
�n the elderly populat�on.
Ind�v�duals cannot ach�eve su�table 
l�v�ng standards for reproduct�on
As defined �n the report, "reproduct�ve 
agency" �ncludes not only the r�ght to 
not want ch�ldren but also the capac�ty 
to want to have ch�ldren and to 
�mplement th�s dec�s�on.
UNFPA emphas�zed that the root of 
th�s cr�s�s l�es �n the absence of su�table 
env�ronments where �nd�v�duals can 
�mplement the�r "reproduct�ve agency." 
Accord�ng to th�s, �t was emphas�zed 
that people need not only the r�ght to 
have ch�ldren but also the capac�ty to 
make th�s dec�s�on �n a t�mely, 
�nformed, and free manner.
e report determ�ned that unless th�s 
r�ght �s supported by econom�c 
stab�l�ty, egal�tar�an soc�al 
env�ronments, and qual�ty healthcare 
serv�ces, �nd�v�duals' dec�s�ons to have 

ch�ldren are l�m�ted.

In her art�cle �n the report, UNFPA 
Execut�ve D�rector Dr. Natal�a Kanem 
argued that pol�cymakers should focus 
on creat�ng soc�al and econom�c 
env�ronments where �nd�v�duals can 
real�ze the�r own fert�l�ty preferences, 
rather than �ntervent�ons a�med at 
lower�ng or ra�s�ng fert�l�ty rates.

 Afr�ca ranks first �n global 
populat�on growth rate
e report �nd�cated that Afr�ca leads 
�n global populat�on growth, wh�le As�a 
shows vary�ng rates of fert�l�ty. In 
Europe, the trend of populat�on decl�ne 
and ag�ng cont�nues
Accord�ng to UNFPA data, there are an 
average of 4.3 ch�ldren per woman �n 
West and Central Afr�ca, and 4 
ch�ldren �n East and Southern Afr�ca. 
ese rates were reported to be well 
above the world average of 2.2.
e report noted that approx�mately 40 
percent of the populat�on �n these 
reg�ons �s under the age of 14, 
�nd�cat�ng an extremely young 
populat�on structure �n the reg�on.
e report h�ghl�ghted that the 
proport�on of elderly populat�on �s 
�ncreas�ng �n developed countr�es, 
wh�le Afr�ca, w�th �ts young populat�on, 
�s of cr�t�cal �mportance for the future 
global workforce.
e report found that low 
fert�l�ty and ag�ng 
populat�ons l�m�t growth 
rates, espec�ally �n 
countr�es l�ke Ind�a, 
Ch�na, Korea, and Japan, 
wh�le a sl�ght growth trend 
was observed �n Indones�a, 
the Ph�l�pp�nes, and some 
Southeast As�an countr�es.
Wh�le the fert�l�ty rate per 
woman �n the Europe and 
Central As�a reg�on was 

recorded as 2.1, th�s rate was observed 
to vary generally between 1.3 and 1.6 �n 
European countr�es.
e report stated that countr�es such as 
Germany, Italy, and Russ�a have a 
decreas�ng workforce and ag�ng 
populat�on, not�ng that these countr�es 
face challenges due to these factors.

 People are forced to change the�r 
�deal number of ch�ldren
e report revealed that the ma�n 
factors mak�ng �t d�ff�cult for 
�nd�v�duals to ach�eve the�r fert�l�ty 
goals are econom�c �nsecur�ty, lack of 
access to healthcare serv�ces, �nab�l�ty 
to find a su�table partner, and gender-
based d�v�s�on of labor at home.
Accord�ng to the report, 39 percent of 
the 10,000 part�c�pants who have 
ch�ldren or want to have ch�ldren sa�d 
financ�al problems affected the�r 
dec�s�ons to have ch�ldren, 21 percent 
c�ted unemployment and job �nsecur�ty, 
and 19 percent ment�oned problems 
related to the real estate market as 
�n�uenc�ng the�r dec�s�ons on th�s 
matter.
e report emphas�zed that the 
unequal shar�ng of household work, 
espec�ally among �nd�v�duals under 40, 
also causes fert�l�ty goals not to be 
real�zed, w�th women exper�enc�ng 
about tw�ce as many problems �n th�s 
regard compared to men.

As World Populat�on Exceeds 8 B�ll�on, Decl�n�ng 
Fert�l�ty Rates Turn �nto a Global Cr�s�s
Wh�le the world 
populat�on 
cont�nues to grow, 
the global fert�l�ty 
rate fall�ng below 2.3 
po�nts to a "real 
fert�l�ty cr�s�s.”
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Russ�an Fore�gn M�n�stry: Trump 
Adm�n�strat�on's Statements and 
Act�ons Are H�ghly Contrad�ctory

Speak�ng at a press 
conference held �n the 
cap�tal Moscow, Ryabkov 

addressed current �ssues.
Referr�ng to the relat�ons between 
Russ�a and the Un�ted States, he 
po�nted out that the U.S. had 
postponed a meet�ng a�med at 
�mprov�ng b�lateral relat�ons, and 
sa�d, "�s �s a techn�cal pause. We 
expect the date for the th�rd round 
of consultat�ons w�th the U.S. to be 
set as soon as poss�ble.”

He noted that the �ssue of the U.S. 
appo�nt�ng an ambassador to 
Russ�a rema�ns unresolved and that 
no request for an agrément has 
been made from the U.S. s�de. 
Ryabkov also ment�oned that there 
had been no developments yet 
regard�ng a potent�al pr�soner 
exchange w�th the Un�ted States.

Ryabkov stressed that the se�zure of 
Russ�an d�plomat�c property �n the 
U.S. �s unacceptable and that they 
would cont�nue to exert pressure 
on Wash�ngton over th�s �ssue.
He added, “We are not see�ng any 
response to our proposal to resume 
d�rect ��ghts between the U.S. and 
Russ�a.”
Cr�t�c�z�ng the U.S. adm�n�strat�on, 
Ryabkov sa�d, “e Trump 
adm�n�strat�on’s statements and 
act�ons are h�ghly contrad�ctory. 
�s makes our work more 
d�ff�cult. Nevertheless, we are 

mov�ng forward pers�stently and 
stead�ly toward �mprov�ng b�lateral 
relat�ons.”

"BRICS �s not aga�nst the Un�ted 
States”

Draw�ng attent�on to U.S. Pres�dent 
Donald Trump’s threat to �mpose 
an add�t�onal 10% tar�ff on BRICS 
countr�es and other nat�ons 
adopt�ng s�m�lar pol�c�es, Ryabkov 
sa�d that they are closely follow�ng 
these statements and added, “ere 
�s noth�ng new here. We have seen 
such s�gnals before.”
Ryabkov argued that BRICS �s not 
aga�nst the Un�ted States and 
emphas�zed that such threaten�ng 
rhetor�c a�med at BRICS countr�es 
would not y�eld results.

"�s �ssue needs to be addressed �n 
b�lateral talks. It should be resolved 
through a normal and calm 
d�alogue. We call on the Amer�can 
s�de to do th�s," he sa�d.

“We w�ll take poss�ble UK-France 
nuclear cooperat�on �nto account 
�n m�l�tary plann�ng”

Comment�ng on the poss�b�l�ty of 
the UK and France deepen�ng and 
coord�nat�ng the�r cooperat�on �n 
the nuclear field, Ryabkov 
underl�ned that the nuclear 
potent�al of these countr�es should 
not be overlooked.

Ind�cat�ng that such a move would 
be d�rected aga�nst Russ�a, Ryabkov 
stated, "We w�ll take th�s �ssue �nto 
cons�derat�on not only pol�t�cally 
but also �n m�l�tary plann�ng."
Ryabkov added that they would 
cont�nue the�r �n�t�at�ves a�med at 
stab�l�z�ng the s�tuat�on around 
Iran and that they are �n contact 
w�th the Internat�onal Atom�c 
Energy Agency (IAEA) on th�s 
matter.
He sa�d, "We made a proposal for 
enr�ched uran�um to be brought 
from Iran to Russ�a for process�ng 
and use �n nuclear power plants. 
Work �s ongo�ng through the IAEA 
to find a solut�on to th�s �ssue.”

Russ�an Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster Sergey Ryabkov stated 
that the statements made by U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump's adm�n�strat�on contrad�ct the�r act�ons, say�ng, 
"Desp�te th�s, we are mov�ng forward pers�stently and 
stead�ly toward �mprov�ng b�lateral relat�ons.”

North Macedon�a 
and Serb�a Launch 
Jo�nt Border 
Checkpo�nt

A jo�nt border checkpo�nt 
system has been �mplemented 
at the Tabanovce-Presevo 
Border Cross�ng, located 
between the Balkan countr�es 
of North Macedon�a and 
Serb�a. e a�m �s to fac�l�tate 
cross�ngs, reduce wa�t�ng 
t�mes, and �ncrease the 
eff�c�ency of border controls.

 ceremony was held at the Tabanovce-APresevo Border Cross�ng to mark the 
launch of the new system.

e event was attended by North Macedon�a's 
M�n�ster of Inter�or Panche Toshkovsk� and 
Serb�a's M�n�ster of Inter�or Iv�ca Dac�c.

Speak�ng at the ceremony, Toshkovsk� expressed 
h�s sat�sfact�on w�th the establ�shment of what he 
descr�bed as a “d�fferent border control system” at 
the beg�nn�ng of the summer season, stat�ng: “As 
the M�n�stry of Inter�or, w�th�n the scope of our 
author�ty, we are �mplement�ng a border control 
system that w�ll ensure faster cross�ngs, shorter 
wa�t�ng t�mes for c�t�zens, and �mproved 
cond�t�ons.”

Dac�c emphas�zed that s�mpl�fy�ng the border 
control process �s �n the �nterest of both countr�es, 
add�ng: “�s el�m�nates unnecessary wa�t�ng 
t�mes for passengers when ex�t�ng the country.”
e agreement regard�ng the jo�nt border 
checkpo�nt system between North Macedon�a and 
Serb�a was s�gned on May 9 �n the Serb�an cap�tal 
Belgrade by Toshkovsk� and Dac�c.

e jo�nt border checkpo�nt system, referred to as 
the “One Stop Shop,” a�ms to fac�l�tate border 
cross�ngs, reduce wa�t�ng t�mes, and �ncrease the 
eff�c�ency of border controls.
North Macedon�a has also �mplemented a s�m�lar 
system w�th Kosovo and announced plans to 
establ�sh one w�th Alban�a as well.
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U.S. Pres�dent Trump 
Announces Weapons for 
Ukra�ne W�ll Be Sent v�a 
NATO

n an �nterv�ew w�th NBC News, ITrump shared deta�ls of the new 
agreement between the U.S., 

NATO, and Ukra�ne regard�ng 
m�l�tary support to be prov�ded to 
Ukra�ne.

Trump expla�ned that the m�l�tary 
ammun�t�on sent from the U.S. 
would first be del�vered to NATO, 
and then NATO would transfer �t to 
Ukra�ne, say�ng:
“We’re send�ng the weapons to 
NATO, and NATO �s pay�ng 100 
percent of the cost. So essent�ally, the 
weapons are go�ng to NATO, and 
NATO �s then prov�d�ng them to 
Ukra�ne.”

Trump emphas�zed that the 
agreement was reached dur�ng the 
NATO Summ�t held last month.
He noted that the same method 

would apply to Patr�ot a�r defense 
systems as well:
“We w�ll send the Patr�ot systems to 
NATO, and then NATO w�ll 
d�str�bute them,” he sa�d.
Comment�ng on the Russ�a–Ukra�ne 
War, Trump stated, “I’m 
d�sappo�nted w�th Russ�a, but we’ll 
see what happens �n the com�ng 
weeks.”

Trump also announced that he 
would make an �mportant statement 
regard�ng Russ�a on Monday, July 14.
Add�t�onally, Trump sa�d that the 
U.S. plans to �mpose general customs 
tar�ffs rang�ng from 15 to 20 percent 
on most of �ts trade partners, and 
emphas�zed that the newly 
�mplemented tar�ffs have been 
rece�ved qu�te pos�t�vely.
Currently, general tar�ffs are appl�ed 
at around 10 percent.

U.S. Pres�dent Donald Trump announced 
that h�s country has reached an agreement 
w�th NATO to del�ver weapons to Ukra�ne 
through the all�ance, and that the costs of 
these weapons w�ll be covered by NATO.

elensky, speak�ng at a press Zconference �n Rome dur�ng the 
Ukra�ne Recovery Conference 

hosted by Italy, sa�d that many world 
leaders and h�gh-level off�c�als 
part�c�pated �n the "Coal�t�on of 
Volunteers" meet�ng.

He noted that they d�scussed �ssues such 
as prevent�ng the ongo�ng Russ�an attacks 
on h�s country.
Zelensky stated that they also addressed 
the �ssue of strengthen�ng Ukra�ne's a�r 
defense capab�l�t�es, not�ng that Germany 
and Norway are ready to purchase a total 
of three Patr�ot a�r defense systems from 
the Un�ted States for Ukra�ne.
He ment�oned that he recently had a 
pos�t�ve and product�ve phone 
conversat�on w�th U.S. Pres�dent Donald 
Trump.
"We have a pos�t�ve d�alogue w�th 
Pres�dent Trump on the �ssue of Patr�ot 
systems," sa�d Zelensky, add�ng that 
follow�ng a very construct�ve and pos�t�ve 
conversat�on w�th Trump, �t �s �mportant 
that they rece�ve all the necessary pol�t�cal 
s�gnals to resume a�d and that the�r teams 
are work�ng to ensure everyth�ng reaches 
Ukra�ne �n a t�mely manner.

Zelensky sa�d, "Our �ntell�gence and that 
of our all�es have all the �nformat�on 
�nd�cat�ng that Russ�a �ntends to prolong 
th�s war. (Russ�an Pres�dent Vlad�m�r) 
Put�n �s reject�ng all opportun�t�es for a 
real ceasefire. He does not want a genu�ne 
peace."
Re�terat�ng h�s call for �ncreased pressure 
through sanct�ons on Russ�a, Zelensky 
sa�d, "Ukra�ne’s defense must be strong 

enough. Sanct�ons aga�nst Russ�a must 
also be truly strong."
In h�s speech, Zelensky cla�med that 
Russ�a could spend $300 b�ll�on next 
year on the war.
He stated that, �n order to end the war, a 
leaders' level meet�ng should be held 
between the U.S., Ukra�ne, and Russ�a, 
and added that they had rece�ved offers to 
host such a meet�ng from Türk�ye, 
Austr�a, Sw�tzerland, and the Vat�can.
Zelensky emphas�zed that before any 
negot�at�ons w�th Russ�a at the leadersh�p 
level can be held, all pr�soner exchanges 
and transfers agreed upon dur�ng the 
June 2 Istanbul talks must first be 
completed.

"We must complete the swaps agreed 
upon dur�ng the second meet�ng held �n 
Istanbul. I bel�eve the necessary steps w�ll 
be �mplemented �n the near future. Only 
aer that can the teams d�scuss 
preparat�ons for a leaders' level meet�ng," 
he sa�d.
In response to a quest�on about the 
emerg�ng cla�ms regard�ng Ukra�n�an 
Defense M�n�ster Rustem Umerov 
potent�ally be�ng appo�nted as 
ambassador to the U.S., Zelensky sa�d:
"If I dec�de that Ukra�ne’s representat�on 
�n the Un�ted States — that �s, hav�ng our 
key ambassador be Defense M�n�ster 
Rustem Umerov — �s the r�ght step, then 
th�s w�ll certa�nly lead to s�gn�ficant 
changes �n the Ukra�n�an government, 
wh�ch �s understandable."
Zelensky also stated that the dec�s�on to 
replace Ukra�ne’s current Ambassador to 
the U.S., Oksana Markarova, has 
defin�tely been made.

Ukra�n�an Pres�dent Volodymyr Zelensky stated that 
�t could be poss�ble to hold negot�at�ons at the 
leadersh�p level w�th Russ�a aer the agreements 
reached dur�ng the negot�at�ons held �n Istanbul on 
June 2, hosted by Türk�ye, are �mplemented.

Zelensky: We Have a Pos�t�ve 
D�alogue w�th Pres�dent 
Trump on Patr�ot Systems
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e Plant at Wh�spers 
w�th the So�l: S�lent Heal�ng

TRNC Pres�dent Tatar: 
Sooner or Later, the TRNC 
Must Be Recogn�zed

From t�me to t�me, the body grows 
weary, d�gest�on slows, the m�nd 
becomes clouded. In the chaos of 

modern l�fe, people forget where true 
heal�ng l�es. And �n such moments, nature 
offers a qu�et yet powerful answer: 
purslane.
Recently, I’ve been rece�v�ng many 
quest�ons about herbs that may be 
effect�ve �n cleans�ng the body from 
paras�tes, �ntest�nal worms, and s�m�lar 
�ssues. In my prev�ous art�cles, I’ve 
covered some well-known fru�ts, 
vegetables, and herbs l�ke pumpk�n seeds, 
thyme, garl�c, and on�ons. W�th t�me and 
opportun�ty, I hope to �ntroduce many 
more plants �n future p�eces. Today, 
however, I want to focus on purslane — 
oen overlooked, yet one of the most 
powerful natural all�es g�ed to us by 
nature.
�s humble plant, wh�ch we oen refer to 
as "grow�ng w�ld �n the garden" and wh�ch 
many rural folk pass by w�thout much 
not�ce, �s �n fact one of the strongest keys 
to bod�ly cleans�ng and cellular renewal. It 
�s ne�ther as showy as a rose nor as 
fragrant as l�nden. Yet �t �s one of the 
green m�racles that touches the so�l most, 
grows w�th m�n�mal human �nterference, 
and offers the greatest benefit.
For those pass�onate about 
pharmaceut�cal chem�stry, purslane �s far 
from an ord�nary herb — �t �s a molecular 
treasure chest. e omega-3 fatty ac�ds �t 
conta�ns are rarely found �n plant-based 
sources. Apart from fish, there are very 
few other plants that offer such a r�ch 
amount of alpha-l�nolen�c ac�d (ALA). In 
th�s sense, purslane serves as a sh�eld for 
vascular health and a natural supporter of 
bra�n funct�on.
But the true value of purslane l�es �n �ts 
ju�ce. Freshly pressed purslane ju�ce �s 
except�onal for cleans�ng the �nner l�n�ng 
of the �ntest�nes, sooth�ng �n�ammat�on, 
and help�ng the body el�m�nate 
accumulated tox�ns. It conta�ns h�gh levels 
of �avono�ds, glutath�one, beta-carotene, 
and ascorb�c ac�d — all of wh�ch help 
l�ghten the l�ver’s load and support the 
k�dneys �n the�r detox�fy�ng role.
Among the publ�c, �t �s also w�dely 
bel�eved — and passed down through 
generat�ons — that th�s plant weakens 
�ntest�nal paras�tes and a�ds �n the�r 
expuls�on through the d�gest�ve tract.
e betala�n p�gments h�dden �n �ts sap 
reduce ox�dat�ve stress �n the body. In 
other words, they slow down ag�ng, fight 
�n�ammat�on, and protect the cells. 
anks to these p�gments, purslane also 
acts l�ke armor aga�nst cancer. Its 
regenerat�ve effects on �ntest�nal cells g�ve 
sc�ent�fic back�ng to the Anatol�an bel�ef 
that �t “br�ngs rel�ef to the gut.”
Glutath�one and v�tam�n C found �n 
purslane act as sh�elds for the �mmune 

system’s defense army. Wh�le support�ng 
the renewal of cells, they also strengthen 
the body’s res�stance to external factors. 
Its r�chness �n m�nerals such as potass�um, 
magnes�um, and calc�um contr�butes to 
both heart health and bone development.
Another remarkable feature �s �ts preb�ot�c 
fiber content. ese fibers support the 
growth of benefic�al bacter�a �n the 
d�gest�ve system — a v�tal factor for both 
�mmun�ty and d�gest�ve health. Purslane 
offers natural balance, espec�ally for �ssues 
l�ke const�pat�on, bloat�ng, and heartburn.
Some old Anatol�an sources suggest that 
purslane leaves are more effect�ve when 
harvested w�th the morn�ng dew. �s 
trad�t�onal knowledge al�gns w�th today’s 
sc�ent�fic find�ngs, wh�ch show that plant 
compounds tend to be more concentrated 
�n the early morn�ng hours
.
Purslane even supports mental fat�gue. 
Some natural compounds w�th�n �t are 
bel�eved to have dopam�ne-enhanc�ng 
effects, wh�ch offer calm�ng and mood-
balanc�ng propert�es. Elders used to say 
that a s�mple tea brewed from th�s plant 
“soens anger” — and �t seems th�s wasn’t 
merely a folk say�ng, but a qu�et truth 
rooted �n the plant’s nature.
Purslane �s not just a leafy green. It �s a 
potent herbal ally w�th a long-stand�ng 
place �n trad�t�onal med�c�ne, and �ts 
benefits have been sc�ent�fically val�dated. 
Recogn�z�ng th�s humble yet powerful 
heal�ng g� from nature �s a s�gn�ficant 
step toward the balance both body and 
soul deeply seek.
Unfortunately, �t �s not sold �n fancy 
packag�ng nor promoted �n glossy 
advert�sements.
But those closest to the so�l know �ts 
worth. It �s modest, yet profound. And 
oen, the strongest healers walk �n 
s�lence.

res�dent Tatar met w�th the PUn�ted Nat�ons (UN) 
Secretary-General’s Personal 

Envoy on Cyprus, Mar�a Angela 
Holgu�n Cuellar.
e meet�ng took place at the 
Pres�dent�al Complex, dur�ng wh�ch 
Tatar and Cuellar exchanged v�ews on 
�ssues related to the Cyprus problem, 
part�cularly the expanded 5+1 format 
meet�ng to be held �n New York on July 
16–17, hosted by UN Secretary-General 
Anton�o Guterres.

Follow�ng the meet�ng, Pres�dent Tatar 
held a press conference where he stated 
that they would approach the New York 
meet�ng construct�vely.
He also conveyed to Envoy Cuellar the�r 
cont�nued d�scomfort over the act�ons 
of the Greek Cypr�ot Adm�n�strat�on of 
Southern Cyprus (GCASC) regard�ng 
the arrest of �nd�v�duals who purchase 
property �n the TRNC.

Tatar expla�ned that dur�ng the 17th 
Summ�t of the Econom�c Cooperat�on 

Organ�zat�on (ECO) held �n Azerba�jan, 
he d�scussed the TRNC’s pos�t�on w�th 
several heads of state and sa�d:
“From th�s po�nt on, return�ng to the 
old model and a partnersh�p under a 
federal framework would set us back. 
Un�ty and sol�dar�ty are essent�al for the 
success of the new two-state pol�cy 
based on sovere�gn equal�ty and equal 
�nternat�onal status.”
Po�nt�ng out that there �s a structure, a 
real�ty, and an order of l�fe �n the 
northern part of Cyprus, Tatar 
emphas�zed that the two-state real�ty �s 
�ncreas�ngly ga�n�ng recogn�t�on.
Tatar also noted that �t �s no longer 
poss�ble for the two ex�st�ng structures 
�n Cyprus to un�te, and sa�d:
“Sooner or later, the TRNC must be 
recogn�zed. I’m not say�ng ‘recogn�ze �t 
tomorrow morn�ng,’ but eventually, th�s 
must be done. ere �s a state �n 
Northern Cyprus. ere are two states 
�n Cyprus. Perhaps the state �n the 
North �s not recogn�zed at the moment 
for var�ous reasons. But our real�ty 
ex�sts here.”

Pres�dent of the Turk�sh Republ�c of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC), Ers�n Tatar, stated that there 
�s a structure, a real�ty, and a system �n wh�ch 
people l�ve �n the northern part of Cyprus, 
add�ng, “Sooner or later, the TRNC must be 
recogn�zed.”
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e Land Remembered By e 
Heart: e Sılent Call Of e 
Homeland In Yahya Kemal

When a homeland settles 
�nto a person’s heart, �t can 
never be torn out. e 

homeland that settled �nto Yahya 
Kemal’s heart was not just the breeze of 
the land where he was born; he loved 
the scent of a c�v�l�zat�on, the t�me 
carr�ed by the call to prayer, the sorrow 
h�dden �n the shadow of a cypress, the 
curve on a gravestone. H�s love was not 
t�ed to a border or a map; �t was bound 
to a t�me, a state of sp�r�t, a s�lence. 
Because for Yahya Kemal, homeland 
was a calmness that echoed �n a person’s 
memory. e heart that trembled at the 
first call to prayer he heard as a ch�ld �n 
Skopje would become the Istanbul of a 
l�fet�me. at call to prayer fell �nto h�s 
heart l�ke a vo�ce of the homeland.

People may forget some sounds, but 
others always rema�n. at first sound 
that stayed �ns�de Yahya Kemal later 
turned �nto poetry. In those poems, 
there was ne�ther a loud cry nor dry 
pra�se. ere was a so sorrow, a 
d�gn�fied devot�on, and an endless 
long�ng.
For Yahya Kemal, homeland was not 
only a place to d�e for, but a cl�mate to 
be loved by l�v�ng �n �t. He found the 
homeland �n a morn�ng call to prayer, 
�n the stone of a mosque courtyard, �n a 
shadow sway�ng over the Bosphorus �n 
Istanbul. Can the pulse of a nat�on beat 
�n the s�lence of a poem? In Yahya 
Kemal, �t d�d. When he spoke of h�s 
nat�on, he would not descr�be crowds, 
but the cypresses �n cemeter�es. Because 
those cypresses showed that �t was 
poss�ble to speak w�thout words. And 
love of the homeland could somet�mes 
be l�ved w�thout shout�ng.

e shade he saw under a mosque 
dome was, for h�m, a homeland 
descended from the sky. A pa�r of eyes 
look�ng at that dome carr�ed all traces 
of the past. In Yahya Kemal’s poetry, 
there �s “a h�ll” from wh�ch he watches 
Istanbul. at h�ll �s not just a p�ece of 
geography; �t �s h�s v�ew of the past, the 
future, and the nat�on. To look at 
Istanbul from above �s l�ke lean�ng over 
a c�v�l�zat�on. Every t�me he looked, he 
saw Istanbul not w�th h�s eyes, but w�th 
h�s heart. He d�d not watch the water 
�ow�ng through the Bosphorus, but the 
memory that the water carr�ed. Each 
wave carr�ed a name, each w�nd 
brought a t�me. He was the poet who 
best understood both the wear�ness and 
the pat�ence of a nat�on. When the 
nat�on was t�red, h�s poetry became a 
place to lean on. When pat�ence was 
needed, �t became a calm. Yahya Kemal 
chose to wr�te w�thout shout�ng. From 
that s�lence �owed a love. H�s words 
came not from on h�gh, but from 
w�th�n. e sorrow that came w�th the 
“S�lent Sh�p” was l�ke the sh�p of a 
nat�on.

For h�m, every port was a p�ece of 
homeland. And every farewell was a 
long�ng for the homeland.
Yahya Kemal never gave up hope of one 
day return�ng to h�s homeland. But h�s 
homeland was not only Skopje. For 
h�m, homeland was the morn�ng l�ght 
of Istanbul, the s�lence on the h�lls of 
Eyüp, the curve of a gravestone �n 
Karacaahmet. �s homeland d�d not 
belong only to the l�v�ng; �t was also the 
land of the dead. at’s why, �n h�s v�ew, 
homeland was the so�l that gave a 
nat�on not only the r�ght to l�ve but also 
the r�ght to d�e. Because homeland �s 
what makes those le beh�nd offer 
prayers. Just as a mother looks at her 
son, the nat�on looks at �ts land. In that 
gaze l�es the we�ght of a thousand years.

He stood far from the hurr�ed 
patr�ot�sm of modern t�mes. ere was 
no rush �n h�m. Everyth�ng came �n �ts 
own t�me. To love the homeland, one 
d�d not need to shout. To descr�be the 
homeland, watch�ng a sunr�se was 
enough. In those sunr�ses, Yahya Kemal 
saw not only the sun, but the pat�ence 
of a nat�on. Because what we call a 
nat�on was, �n fact, a shared dest�ny 
born from a thousand acts of pat�ence. 
And the shadow of that dest�ny always 
fell beneath a cypress. Wh�le watch�ng 
the Bosphorus, he looked not only at 
the water, but also at h�story. at water 
�owed from Byzant�um to the 
Ottomans, from there to the Republ�c. 
And Yahya Kemal wrote a poem that 
embraced them all. Exclud�ng none, 
favor�ng none. He carr�ed both the pa�n 
and the pr�de of the nat�on. Yahya 
Kemal’s homeland d�d not belong to a 
s�ngle era, nor could �t be conta�ned 
w�th�n a s�ngle border. H�s homeland 
was a compass�on expand�ng over t�me. 
Somet�mes a sound, somet�mes a 
shadow, somet�mes the old color of a 
wall.

Wh�le walk�ng �n Istanbul at dusk, he 
would even look at the stones beneath 
h�s feet. Because those stones carr�ed 
the traces of a nat�on. Every step was an 
echo of the past. Every w�nd brought 
news from the ancestors. For Yahya 
Kemal, homeland was �n the stone, the 
b�rd, the water. Homeland was the 
mercy that descended from the sky. 
And that mercy always touched the 
nat�on w�th the same d�gn�ty.
He d�d not see the nat�on as an ethn�c 
commun�ty; rather, he saw �t as people 
who heard the same call to prayer, 
looked up at the same sky, and 
wh�spered the same poem. at �s why 
there was no d�v�s�on �n h�s poetry. 
Everyone came together �n the same 
w�nd. Because what we call homeland �s 
the gather�ng of many sol�tudes. And 
Yahya Kemal became a heart that un�ted 
those sol�tudes.

Can one belong to a nat�on through a 
poem? Accord�ng to Yahya Kemal, yes. 
Because the feel�ng carr�ed by a poem 
could somet�mes shoulder the burden 
that a whole country could not bear. 
at’s why h�s poems were not just 
verses; they were letters the nat�on 
wrote to �tself. Every letter was a 
greet�ng to the past, a caut�on to the 
future. In those letters, a qu�et love for 
the homeland �owed. It d�d not shout, 
nor cry out. It s�mply stood st�ll. And 
the place �t stood was the heart of the 
nat�on. He was never a poet of speeches. 
H�s love for the homeland was qu�et, 
elegant, and deep. He wrote as �f s�tt�ng 
under the shade of a plane tree. e 
trunk of the tree was h�story, �ts shade 
the nat�on, �ts roots the homeland. He 
wrote poems so that the nat�on would 
remember �tself. He formed verses so 
that even when the homeland was 
s�lent, �t could st�ll speak. And he kept 
s�lent — so the vo�ce of the nat�on could 
be heard. Wh�le walk�ng through a 
cemetery, he could see the homeland 
even �n the space between the stones. 
Because those spaces carr�ed the echoes 
of l�ves gone but not forgotten. 
Homeland meant not forgett�ng. And 
Yahya Kemal was the one who 
expressed remembrance �n the most 
beaut�ful way. He l�ved l�ke the memory 
of a nat�on that never forgets.

To love the homeland �s somet�mes l�ke 
stand�ng �n sorrow at the end of a 
poem. In Yahya Kemal’s poetry, the 
homeland never ends — �t only falls 
s�lent. at s�lence �s someth�ng no 
other nat�on can understand. But we 
understand �t, because we grew up w�th 
that poem. We walked through �t. And 
we rema�ned �n �t. Wh�le Yahya Kemal 
l�ved, he wrote a homeland for th�s 
nat�on. at homeland was not on a 
map; �t was a place �n the heart. at �s 
why h�s homeland never d�ed. Every 
generat�on found �t anew. Maybe they 
never went to Skopje, but they felt the 
morn�ng of Skopje through h�s poetry. 
Maybe they never cl�mbed the h�lls of 
Eyüp, but they felt the s�lence there 
thanks to Yahya Kemal. And every 
feel�ng �s a homeland.

To love the homeland �s not only to 
fight for �t; �t �s to feel the awaken�ng of 
the nat�on �n the coolness of a morn�ng. 
Yahya Kemal wrote that coolness — so 
that a nat�on could awaken once more.

Hasan YİĞİT
Azerba�jan and 
Armen�a 
confirmed that 
negot�at�ons 
w�thout med�ators 
are the most 
eff�c�ent format

he Azerba�jan� M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs T�ssued a wr�tten statement regard�ng the 
meet�ng between Al�yev and Pash�nyan 

held �n Abu Dhab�, the cap�tal of the Un�ted Arab 
Em�rates (UAE).

Accord�ng to the statement, the part�es d�scussed 
var�ous aspects of the normal�zat�on agenda 
between Azerba�jan and Armen�a.

e part�es, confirm�ng that b�lateral negot�at�ons 
w�thout med�ators are the most eff�c�ent format for 
resolv�ng all �ssues related to the normal�zat�on 
process, agreed to cont�nue result-or�ented 
d�alogues w�th�n th�s framework.

e leaders, evaluat�ng the progress made �n the 
border demarcat�on process, gave necessary 
�nstruct�ons to the relevant state comm�ss�ons to 
cont�nue the work �n th�s d�rect�on.

Add�t�onally, an agreement was reached to cont�nue 
confidence-bu�ld�ng measures and b�lateral talks.

Accord�ng to �nformat�on obta�ned from 
Azerba�jan� d�plomat�c sources, dur�ng the Al�yev-
Pash�nyan meet�ng, wh�ch took place �n a 
construct�ve atmosphere, comprehens�ve and �n-
depth exchanges of v�ews were held on �ssues such 
as border demarcat�on, the open�ng and 
development of the Zengezur Corr�dor, and the 
�n�t�al�ng of a peace agreement

Azerba�jan's Pres�dent Ilham 
Al�yev and Armen�an Pr�me 
M�n�ster N�kol Pash�nyan 
confirmed that b�lateral 
negot�at�ons w�thout 
med�ators are the most 
eff�c�ent format for resolv�ng 
all �ssues �n the 
normal�zat�on process.
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