
ULUSLARARAS I

APİM PP NO: 120

Pres�dent of Iran 
Pezeshk�an: We Must 
Strengthen 
Relat�ons w�th 
Ne�ghbor�ng Countr�es

Nature's Smart 
Healer: Sage

Pres�dent of 
Mongol�a 
Ukhnaag��n 
Khurelsukh on an 
Off�c�al V�s�t to 
Kyrgyzstan

Vİİ LS   D   İ PI LS OA

MR
A A

R SA İ L GS AU ZL EU TEİ S

August / 2025        Issue   / 45 16 Page  / 11 TL 

Page 2

Russ�a: Agreement Reached 
on Another Pr�soner 
Exchange Involv�ng Around 
1,200 People Gaza Health M�n�stry: Israel's 

Declared “Human�tar�an 
Pause” Means Noth�ng

Page 9

Page 9

Ukra�ne: We thank Turkey 
for �ts fac�l�tat�ng role

H�stor�c V�s�t of Turkmen 
Leader to Karabakh: "We Are 
Part of the Turk�c World”

Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: 
e stab�l�ty of the Balkans 
�s of great �mportance for 
the peace and secur�ty of 
the ne�ghbor�ng reg�ons

Page 6

Page 15 Page 12

4th Meet�ng of Heads of 
Inst�tut�ons Respons�ble 
for Human Resources 
Development �n the Turk�c 
States Held �n Issyk-Kul

Page 5

Pres�dent of Mongol�a Ukhnaag��n Khurelsukh has arr�ved �n Kyrgyzstan on 
an off�c�al v�s�t at the �nv�tat�on of the Pres�dent of the Kyrgyz Republ�c, Sadyr 
Japarov.

Pres�dent Erdoğan's call on Gaza: I �nv�te 
the �nternat�onal commun�ty to un�te on the
front of human�ty
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, “(Gaza) In these dark days when mass deaths from hunger have 
begun, I �nv�te the ent�re �nternat�onal commun�ty to un�te on the front of human�ty.”

Page 11
Page 14

4th Meet�ng of Heads of 
Inst�tut�ons Respons�ble for 
Human Resources 
Development �n the Turk�c 
States Held �n Issyk-Kul
An Important Meet�ng Under the Ausp�ces of 
Kyrgyzstan

Mun�r al-Bursh, D�rector-General of the Health 
M�n�stry �n Gaza, stated that Israel's so-called 
“human�tar�an pause” means noth�ng unless �t 
turns �nto a real opportun�ty to save l�ves.

As part of �ts ongo�ng m�grat�on pol�cy, the 
government of Kazakhstan prov�des for the 
poss�b�l�ty of v�sa-free stays for Turk�sh c�t�zens 
for up to 90 days.

Page 7

Page 8

Uzbek�stan and 
Azerba�jan Agree on Jo�nt 
Explorat�on and 
Product�on of O�l and Gas 
�n the Ustyurt Reg�on

Page 12

IDEF 2025 Opens Its Doors: A 
Global Gather�ng �n the 
Defense Industry

Page 5

Uzbek�stan a�ms to develop tour�sm and promote 
nat�onal brands by �ncreas�ng the number of products 
w�th geograph�cal �nd�cat�ons �n the country.

Page 4

V�sa-Free Reg�me for Turk�sh 
C�t�zens �n Kazakhstan

Page 10

At least 26 people have 
been k�lled �n Israel� 
attacks on the Gaza Str�p

Page 13

Page 11

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT



2 August 2025
GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE

Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan, 
speak�ng at the open�ng of IDEF 
2025 held at the Istanbul Expo 

Center, sa�d he was very pleased and 
exc�ted to be there.
Erdoğan welcomed the guests who 
attended the fa�r from Turkey and var�ous 
countr�es around the world to “Istanbul, the 
c�ty where culture, c�v�l�zat�on, and 
technology meet,” and expressed h�s hope 
that the meet�ngs, agreements, and 
partnersh�ps they w�ll establ�sh dur�ng th�s 
event would be benefic�al for the countr�es, 
compan�es, and sectors �nvolved.
He congratulated the M�n�stry of Nat�onal 
Defense, the Pres�dency of Defense 
Industr�es, and the Turk�sh Armed Forces 
Foundat�on for successfully organ�z�ng 
IDEF, wh�ch has become a global brand.
Erdoğan thanked the compan�es 
part�c�pat�ng �n the fa�r w�th h�gh-tech 
defense products, stat�ng:
“�s year, we are organ�z�ng the 17th 
ed�t�on of the Internat�onal Defense 
Industry Fa�r, wh�ch �s among the world’s 
top three fa�rs �n �ts field �n terms of s�ze 
and �n�uence. Today, we are not only 
w�tness�ng the development of the Turk�sh 
defense �ndustry but also the story of a 
nat�on's march toward �ndependence—of a 
country r�s�ng under �ts own sky, w�th �ts 
own w�ngs.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d he took great pr�de 
and honor �n the grow�ng �nterest shown �n 
the fa�r each year.

"More than 120,000 profess�onal v�s�tors 
are expected to attend the fa�r"
“In th�s year’s organ�zat�on, we are honored 
to host 937 delegat�on members 
represent�ng 219 delegat�ons from 99 
countr�es and �nternat�onal organ�zat�ons,” 
Erdoğan sa�d, and cont�nued:
“Nearly 1,000 domest�c and over 400 
fore�gn compan�es w�ll have the 
opportun�ty to showcase the�r products 
developed �n the fields of land, a�r, sea, 

space, and cybersecur�ty over the course of 
s�x days. More than 120,000 profess�onal 
v�s�tors are expected to attend the fa�r unt�l 
Sunday.
I would espec�ally l�ke you to know that we 
do not cons�der th�s valuable gather�ng 
solely a commerc�al act�v�ty or a 
marketplace for the �nternat�onal 
promot�on and sale of defense �ndustry 
products.
As I always say, the �ssue �s not just about 
buy�ng and sell�ng. e real �ssue �s 
establ�sh�ng long-term partnersh�ps based 
on a w�n-w�n approach. It �s about 
develop�ng last�ng cooperat�on alongs�de 
trade. As Turkey, we are ready for th�s and 
open to mult�d�mens�onal collaborat�ons.
I w�sh success to all the compan�es 
part�c�pat�ng �n IDEF 2025 w�th the�r 
products and equ�pment and express my 
grat�tude to each of our guest delegat�ons.”

Erdoğan expressed h�s hope that IDEF 
2025, part�cularly �n the field of defense, 
would contr�bute s�gn�ficantly to relat�ons 
between sectors and compan�es, open the 
door to new collaborat�ons, and strengthen 
fr�endsh�p and brotherhood.
Stat�ng that he wanted to underl�ne a 
part�cular po�nt, Erdoğan sa�d,
“We are go�ng through a per�od �n wh�ch 
the balance of power �s be�ng redefined, 
global centers of grav�ty are sh��ng, and 
�nternat�onal compet�t�on �s �ncreas�ngly 
�ntens�fy�ng.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that every day they 
wake up to a new cr�s�s and no one knows 
or can pred�ct what w�ll happen tomorrow.
He stated that the rules-based �nternat�onal 
system establ�shed aer the Second World 
War has been replaced by a new order 
where “m�ght makes r�ght,” add�ng:
“We are rap�dly becom�ng accustomed to a 
m�ndset where the strong are cons�dered 
r�ght, rather than the r�ghteous be�ng 
strong. Internat�onal mechan�sms where 
the r�ghteous can seek the�r r�ghts are 
fa�l�ng to fulfill the�r expected roles.”

Po�nt�ng out that Turkey �s one of the 
countr�es most affected by th�s new status 
quo due to �ts geograph�cal locat�on and 
h�stor�cal, human, and cultural t�es, 
Erdoğan sa�d:
“e genoc�de �n Gaza that has been 
�ntens�fy�ng for 22 months, Israel’s attacks 
a�med at destab�l�z�ng our reg�on, the war 
between Russ�a and Ukra�ne now �n �ts 
3.5th year, and the recurr�ng tens�ons �n a 
w�de area from South As�a to North Afr�ca, 
from the Balkans to the South 
Caucasus—all these concern us �n one way 
or another and requ�re us to take measures 
and become �nvolved.
When we say we are surrounded by a r�ng 
of fire, we are not say�ng �t for rhetor�c’s 
sake. On the contrary, we are descr�b�ng a 
real�ty we l�ve through every day.”

“e hot con��cts that threaten the 
secur�ty of the Black Sea are l�kew�se a 
major source of concern for us”

“I want to say th�s clearly and openly,” 
Erdoğan cont�nued: “In Gaza, where 
ch�ldren are le sk�n and bones from 
hunger due to the den�al of human�tar�an 
a�d, the�r suffer�ng �s our suffer�ng. e 
attacks target�ng Syr�a, where hope has 
been rek�ndled aer the December 8 
Revolut�on follow�ng 13.5 years of 
oppress�on, are our concern. e hot 
con��cts threaten�ng the secur�ty of the 
Black Sea are l�kew�se a major source of 
concern for us. From L�bya to Sudan, from 
Pak�stan to Afghan�stan—wherever there �s 
trouble, con��ct, or �nstab�l�ty, all are 
sens�t�ve �ssues that must be carefully 
followed by our country.
Turk�sh fore�gn pol�cy �s based on the 
pr�nc�ples of peace, just�ce, �nternat�onal 
law, respect for sovere�gnty, fa�rness, and 
sol�dar�ty. We are not pursu�ng populat�on 
or dom�nat�on. We absolutely have no 
�ntent�on of �nterfer�ng �n anyone's �nternal 
affa�rs. W�th all our hearts, we des�re peace, 
sol�dar�ty, and stab�l�ty �n our reg�on. Of 

course, wh�le w�sh�ng for th�s, we do not 
hes�tate to fulfill �ts requ�rements. Wherever 
we see �njust�ce, unfa�rness, and oppress�on, 
we vo�ce our stance and react�on clearly, 
w�th�n a certa�n decorum.
W�th th�s understand�ng, we cont�nue to 
keep Israel’s genoc�de aga�nst the people of 
Gaza—far surpass�ng even the Naz�s—�n 
the focus of all human�ty.”
Po�nt�ng to the �ncreased d�plomat�c efforts 
alongs�de human�tar�an a�d to stop the 
atroc�t�es �n Gaza, Erdoğan sa�d: “Our goal 
�s to ach�eve a ceasefire as soon as poss�ble. 
Another pr�or�ty �s allow�ng human�tar�an 
a�d �nto Gaza. Unfortunately, we are 
w�tness�ng a truly horr�fic s�tuat�on where 
even the Red Cross �s not perm�tted entry. 
As I have sa�d before, Netanyahu and h�s 
network of massacres have long surpassed 
H�tler �n the�r barbar�sm.”

Pres�dent Erdoğan stated that even dur�ng 
the Holocaust �n Europe, there were not 
scenes as �nhumane as those w�tnessed �n 
Gaza.
Erdoğan sa�d:
“No one w�th even a shred of human 
d�gn�ty can accept, let alone rema�n s�lent 
about, a brutal�ty where dozens of �nnocent 
people d�e every day because they can’t find 
a b�te of bread or a s�p of water. �s state of 
madness cannot be condoned. Anyone who 
rema�ns s�lent �n the face of the genoc�de �n 
Gaza becomes compl�c�t �n Israel's cr�mes 
aga�nst human�ty. Wh�le human�ty d�es �n 
Gaza—wh�le bab�es and ch�ldren d�e, wh�le 
people are k�lled try�ng to obta�n a sack of 
�our—none of us can rema�n s�lent. And 
we w�ll not.”
“Let us say ‘Enough �s enough’ to th�s 
cruelty and th�s savagery”
“We w�ll never forget, and none of us can 
forget, the severed heads of �nnocent 
bab�es, the torn l�mbs of ch�ldren, the 
unbur�ed corpses that dogs have begun to 
eat out of hunger, that hunger, those cr�es, 
the heart-wrench�ng screams of mothers,” 
sa�d Erdoğan, and added:

Pres�dent Erdoğan's call on Gaza: 
I �nv�te the �nternat�onal commun�ty 
to un�te on the front of human�ty
Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d, “(Gaza) In these dark days when mass deaths 
from hunger have begun, I �nv�te the ent�re �nternat�onal commun�ty to 
un�te on the front of human�ty.”
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“In these dark days where mass deaths 
from hunger have begun, I �nv�te the ent�re 
�nternat�onal commun�ty to un�te on the 
front of human�ty. Let us all together 
respond to th�s brutal�ty. Let us all say 
‘Enough �s enough’ to th�s cruelty and th�s 
savagery. Let us not allow a handful of 
human�ty’s enem�es, whose eyes are bl�nded 
by the lust for power, to sta�n the name of 
human�ty any further.
Otherw�se, th�s bloodsta�n w�ll not only be 
on the hands of Netanyahu and h�s network 
of murderers but also on the hands, the 
foreheads, and—�f any rema�n—the 
consc�ences of those who rema�n s�lent 
about the genoc�de �n Gaza. As Turkey, we 
have, from the very beg�nn�ng, str�ved at 
every platform w�th our fr�ends for a just 
and susta�nable global order. Wh�le tak�ng 
every necessary step to ensure global peace 
and secur�ty, we are mob�l�z�ng all our 
means to prevent further traged�es.”

“We have taken the follow�ng pr�nc�ple as 
our gu�de �n th�s process: ‘A peace worth a 
thousand co�ns �s better than a con��ct 
worth one.’ Everyth�ng we do �n the name 
of peace d�plomacy �s under the l�ght of th�s 
w�se say�ng. And we never forget our other 
pr�nc�ple: ‘If you des�re peace, be prepared 
for war.’ In other words, �f you want peace, 
secur�ty, order, and prosper�ty, you must 
ma�nta�n the h�ghest level of deterrence. If 
you want to l�ve �n your homeland w�th 
honor, d�gn�ty, and your head held h�gh, 
you are obl�ged to strengthen your defense 
capab�l�t�es. W�thout a doubt, the path to 
th�s l�es through a domest�c and nat�onal 
defense �ndustry.”

“Our fr�ends and all�es have made Turkey 
a defense �ndustry power”
Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that Turkey has 
faced ser�ous challenges �n the field of 
defense throughout �ts recent h�story.
He emphas�zed that they have exper�enced 
the consequences of dependence on fore�gn 
countr�es many t�mes, say�ng:“In the 
Cyprus �nc�dents of the 1960s and �n the 
fight aga�nst terror�sm dur�ng the 1990s, we 
unfortunately could not rece�ve suff�c�ent 
support from these so-called fr�endly and 
all�ed countr�es. Aer the 1974 Peace 
Operat�on, wh�ch we launched to protect 
the r�ghts and laws of the Turk�sh Cypr�ots, 
embargoes peaked. A�rcra we sent for 
ma�ntenance were confiscated, and our 
country was even charged storage fees for 
planes kept �n hangars. Even the most bas�c 
commun�cat�on dev�ces such as rad�os were 
not suppl�ed to us for a t�me.
Dur�ng tens�ons w�th the Assad reg�me, we 
aga�n w�tnessed the same d�sloyalty to 
agreements. In our efforts to strengthen our 
a�r defense capac�ty, we faced closed doors 
everywhere. So much so that dur�ng the 
days when our a�rspace was be�ng 
constantly v�olated, a�r defense systems 
were removed from our country as �f 
smuggl�ng goods from a fire.”
Erdoğan stated that s�m�lar pract�ces 
cont�nued �n many places, from L�bya to 
the end�ng of the occupat�on �n Karabakh, 
and recalled the say�ng of the�r ancestors, 
“A bad ne�ghbor makes one own property,” 
not�ng that Turkey’s so-called fr�ends and 
all�es �nadvertently made �t a defense 
�ndustry power.

“Turkey has reached a pos�t�on of stamp�ng 
�ts mark on global markets w�th �ts defense 
�ndustry products”

Pres�dent Erdoğan sa�d that every embargo, 
every pressure, and every �njust�ce opened a 
new door and added: “We used all our 
strength to walk through those doors. 
Turkey, wh�ch once suffered from 
embargoes, double standards, and 
d�plomat�c pressure, has today reached a 
pos�t�on where �t stamps �ts mark on the 
global markets w�th �ts defense �ndustry 
products. We sa�d, ‘We w�ll cut our own 
umb�l�cal cord,’ and by mob�l�z�ng our own 
resources, we have made s�gn�ficant 
progress �n th�s field �n a short t�me.
On th�s foundat�on, wh�le pursu�ng a 
human�tar�an and proact�ve fore�gn pol�cy, 
we have also accelerated our �nvestments �n 
defense and secur�ty.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan: “We have propelled the 
Turk�sh defense �ndustry �nto a new era, 
from des�gn to mass product�on, from 
R&D to �nnovat�on.”
Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that they 
had overcome what was once a major 
challenge—fore�gn dependency—�n the 
defense sector.
He cont�nued:
“When we first took off�ce, the domest�c 
product�on rate �n our defense �ndustry was 
around 20 percent. Today, that rate has 
exceeded 80 percent. Our sector, w�th over 
3,500 compan�es and a qual�fied workforce 
of 100,000 personnel, cont�nues �ts work 
w�th great success.
e Turk�sh defense �ndustry �s wr�t�ng a 
success story w�th over 1,380 projects, an 
annual turnover exceed�ng $20 b�ll�on, and 
a w�de range of products.
We are now able to meet nearly all the 
needs of our secur�ty forces w�th our own 
resources �n the most eff�c�ent way. Our 
domest�c products play an act�ve role �n 
counterterror�sm operat�ons both �ns�de 
and outs�de the country.
Turkey �s now one of the top three 
countr�es �n the world �n UAV and UCAV 
(unmanned combat aer�al veh�cle) 
technology. Last year, Turk�sh firms 
prov�ded 65 of every 100 UAVs sold 
globally.
e game-chang�ng concept of our UCAVs 
�s mak�ng a global �mpact, transform�ng 
trad�t�onal tact�cs and strateg�es.
L�kew�se, Turkey �s now one of only ten 
countr�es �n the world capable of des�gn�ng, 
develop�ng, and produc�ng �ts own 
warsh�ps.
Our ma�n contractors, subcontractors, 
SMEs, research �nst�tut�ons, and un�vers�t�es 
are contr�but�ng to our export success w�th 
or�g�nal products that cont�nue to sh�ne 
globally.”

“Turkey �s now the 11th largest defense 
exporter �n the world”
Pres�dent Erdoğan noted that Turkey has 
become the world’s 11th largest defense 
exporter. He added that Turkey’s 
unmanned aer�al veh�cles, nat�onal warsh�p 
projects, electron�c systems, land veh�cles, 
weapons, and ammun�t�on are be�ng 
followed and demanded w�th adm�rat�on.

He stated:
“Last year, our defense �ndustry compan�es 
exported products to 180 countr�es—an 
outstand�ng success.
Here’s a str�k�ng figure: In 2024, our exports 
�n the defense and aerospace 
sectors—�nclud�ng NATO and serv�ce 
exports—�ncreased by 29 percent, reach�ng 
a record $7.154 b�ll�on.
We exceeded our 2024 export target of $6.5 
b�ll�on by 11 percent. In June 2025 alone, 
our exports rose 10.4 percent compared to 
the prev�ous year, reach�ng $623 m�ll�on.
Our total exports over the past 12 months 
grew by 23.1 percent, total�ng $7.5 b�ll�on.
W�th sound strateg�es �n laser and 
electromagnet�c weapon systems, 
autonomous systems, cybersecur�ty, 
quantum technolog�es, and art�fic�al 
�ntell�gence, we w�ll further �ncrease our 
compet�t�veness �n the near future.”

Pres�dent Erdoğan emphas�zed that one of 
Turkey’s greatest advantages �s �ts well-
educated and dynam�c human cap�tal. He 
stated that the country has the sk�lled 
manpower to advance �ts technolog�cal 
breakthroughs even further—espec�ally �n 
the defense �ndustry—and that they are 
comm�tted to develop�ng th�s capac�ty.
He congratulated all �nst�tut�ons, 
compan�es, and �nd�v�duals �nvolved �n 
these ach�evements—espec�ally Pres�dent of 
Defense Industr�es Haluk Görgün—and 
sa�d he �s proud of Turkey’s defense sector, 
express�ng h�s firm bel�ef that �t w�ll reach 
even greater he�ghts �n the future.

“We are mov�ng forward w�th firm steps 
toward a fully �ndependent Türk�ye �n 
defense”
Pres�dent Erdoğan h�ghl�ghted that, under 
the v�s�on of “Global Power Türk�ye,” the 
country �s advanc�ng confidently toward 
full �ndependence �n defense.
He announced the launch of a major 
transformat�on �n�t�at�ve called the 
"Nat�onal Capab�l�ty �n Defense Industry", 
for wh�ch he personally gave approval and 
d�rect�ves.

“rough th�s nat�onal capab�l�ty �n�t�at�ve, 
we a�m to create a systemat�c structure 
w�th�n our defense �ndustry ecosystem.
W�th our work �n th�s area and our defense 
and secur�ty �nvestments, we w�ll cont�nue 
bu�ld�ng a b�gger and stronger 
Türk�ye—one that �nsp�res trust among 
fr�ends and fear among foes.
We w�ll work together, produce together, 
and walk �nto the future together.
May God be our helper and gu�de.”
Clos�ng Remarks

Pres�dent Erdoğan concluded by express�ng 
h�s hope that the 17th Internat�onal 
Defense Industry Fa�r would br�ng 
prosper�ty to all part�c�pat�ng countr�es, 
sectors, and firms.
He thanked the fr�endly and brotherly 
nat�ons who attended the event and w�shed 
for the s�gned agreements and 
collaborat�ons at the fa�r to contr�bute 
mean�ngfully to b�lateral relat�ons.
He extended h�s grat�tude to the M�n�stry 
of Nat�onal Defense, the Pres�dency of 
Defense Industr�es, the Turk�sh Armed 
Forces Foundat�on, and all compan�es 
contr�but�ng to the fa�r.
Program Notes

e event featured a promot�onal film for 
IDEF.
Speeches were del�vered by Nat�onal 
Defense M�n�ster Yaşar Güler, Defense 
Industr�es Pres�dent Haluk Görgün, and 

Turk�sh Armed Forces Foundat�on D�rector 
General B�lal Topçu.

e program �ncluded a m�l�tary parade 
w�th a�r and land veh�cles.
Pres�dent Erdoğan was presented w�th a 
symbol�c g� t�tled “e Flood of Noah,” 
conta�n�ng a translat�on of the Surah Nuh 
(Noah).

Follow�ng the ceremony, Pres�dent Erdoğan 
and accompany�ng off�c�als cut the r�bbon 
to off�c�ally open the fa�r.
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4th Meet�ng of Heads of 
Inst�tut�ons Respons�ble for 
Human Resources 
Development �n the Turk�c 
States Held �n Issyk-Kul

Pres�dent of Mongol�a 
Ukhnaag��n Khurelsukh on 
an Off�c�al V�s�t to 
Kyrgyzstan

he fourth meet�ng of the heads Tof �nst�tut�ons respons�ble for 
human resources development 

�n the member states of the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS) 
took place �n the c�ty of Issyk-Kul, 
Kyrgyzstan. e event was held under 
the cha�rmansh�p of Kyrgyzstan, wh�ch 
currently holds the pres�dency of the 
OTS, w�th the support of the State 
Agency for C�v�l Serv�ce and Local 
Government under the Cab�net of 
M�n�sters of the Kyrgyz Republ�c. e 
meet�ng carr�ed part�cular s�gn�ficance 
�n terms of reg�onal cooperat�on.

OTS Secretary General 
Kubanychbek Omural�ev 
H�ghl�ghts: Human Cap�tal �s 
the Foundat�on of Development
e meet�ng was opened by the 
Secretary General of the OTS, 
Kubanychbek Omural�ev, who 
emphas�zed that human resources 
development plays a v�tal role �n the 
progress of the Turk�c World. 
Omural�ev stated: “Invest�ng �n human 
resources �s the foundat�on of 
susta�nable development for soc�et�es 
and states. W�th�n the framework of 
the OTS, we must strengthen 
cooperat�on �n th�s area.”

Jo�nt Projects and Innovat�ve 
Approaches D�scussed
Dur�ng the sess�on, part�c�pants 
thoroughly exam�ned jo�nt projects �n 
the field of human resources, 
educat�onal programs, as well as �ssues 

of d�g�tal�zat�on and �mprov�ng the 
qual�ty of publ�c serv�ces �n the 
member states. Attendees exchanged 
exper�ences and d�scussed the 
d�ssem�nat�on of best pract�ces.

Modern�zat�on of Publ�c 
Adm�n�strat�on and C�t�zen-
Or�ented Serv�ces
Secretary General Omural�ev 
underl�ned that the development of 
profess�onal and c�t�zen-or�ented 
publ�c serv�ces w�ll enhance the 
eff�c�ency and effect�veness of publ�c 
adm�n�strat�on systems �n member 
states. e meet�ng a�med to deepen 
�nst�tut�onal cooperat�on �n th�s area.

Strengthen�ng Cooperat�on �n 
the Turk�c World
e sess�on held �n Kyrgyzstan la�d the 
groundwork for further strengthen�ng 
of cooperat�on �n human resources 
development among OTS member 
states. e outcomes of the meet�ng are 
expected to g�ve momentum to the 
modern�zat�on of publ�c 
adm�n�strat�on and the support of 
susta�nable development across the 
Turk�c World.

F�nal Remarks by Omural�ev
At the conclus�on of the meet�ng, 
Secretary General Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev stated that strengthen�ng 
cooperat�on �n human resources 
development w�ll play a key role �n 
ach�ev�ng the shared goals of 
prosper�ty and progress �n the Turk�c 
World.

An Important Meet�ng Under the 
Ausp�ces of Kyrgyzstan

Pres�dent of Mongol�a Ukhnaag��n 
Khurelsukh has arr�ved �n Kyrgyzstan on an 
off�c�al v�s�t at the �nv�tat�on of the Pres�dent 
of the Kyrgyz Republ�c, Sadyr Japarov.

res�dent of Mongol�a Ukhnaag��n PKhurelsukh was solemnly 
rece�ved by Pres�dent of 

Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Japarov at the 
"Intymak-Ordo" res�dence. Follow�ng the 
welcom�ng ceremony, b�lateral talks were 
held.
Dur�ng the meet�ng, the relat�ons 
between Kyrgyzstan and Mongol�a were 
comprehens�vely rev�ewed, and poss�ble 
steps to deepen cooperat�on were 
d�scussed.

Pres�dent of Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Japarov 
noted the h�stor�cal commonal�t�es 
between Kyrgyzstan and Mongol�a.
Japarov emphas�zed: “We are 
descendants of a great nomad�c 
c�v�l�zat�on that for centur�es created a 
r�ch cultural her�tage and extended �ts 
�n�uence beyond the reg�on.”
e Head of the Kyrgyz Republ�c 
expressed confidence that cooperat�on 
between Kyrgyzstan and Mongol�a w�ll 
cont�nue to develop �n all areas.

In turn, Pres�dent of Mongol�a 
Ukhnaag��n Khurelsukh called 
Kyrgyzstan one of h�s country’s most 
�mportant partners �n Central As�a.
e guest noted that Mongol�a a�ms to 
develop mutually benefic�al cooperat�on 
w�th Kyrgyzstan �n all areas, pr�mar�ly �n 
trade and economy.
As part of the v�s�t, the Pres�dent of 
Mongol�a also met w�th the Cha�rman of 
the Parl�ament of Kyrgyzstan, Nurlanbek 
Turgunbek uulu.

Follow�ng the negot�at�ons between 
Pres�dents Sadyr Japarov and 
Ukhnaag��n Khurelsukh �n both narrow 
and expanded formats, 13 agreements 
were s�gned between the two countr�es.

e s�gned documents w�ll elevate 
b�lateral cooperat�on and fr�endly 
relat�ons between Mongol�a and 
Kyrgyzstan to a new level.
e v�s�t �s expected to g�ve new �mpetus 
to cooperat�on between the two 
countr�es �n the fields of trade, transport, 
tour�sm, and culture.
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IDEF 2025 Opens Its Doors: A Global 
Gather�ng �n the Defense Industry
Uzbek�stan a�ms to 
develop tour�sm and 
promote nat�onal 
brands by �ncreas�ng 
the number of 
products w�th 
geograph�cal 
�nd�cat�ons �n the 
country.

The 17th Internat�onal Defense 
Industry Fa�r (IDEF 2025) has 
k�cked off �n Istanbul w�th the 

part�c�pat�on of h�gh-rank�ng off�c�als 
from 33 countr�es and more than 400 
�nternat�onal compan�es. Among the 
prom�nent figures at the fa�r are med�a 
publ�sher and defense �ndustry 
entrepreneurs At�llahan Kurt and Hasan 
Sal�h Kurt.

e Heart of the Defense 
Industry Beats �n Istanbul

IDEF 2025 �s be�ng held at the Istanbul 
Expo Center (IFM) under the ausp�ces 
of the M�n�stry of Nat�onal Defense, 
supported by the Pres�dency of Defense 
Industr�es, and organ�zed by the Turk�sh 
Armed Forces Foundat�on (TSKGV).
�s year, the fa�r �s host�ng m�n�sters 
from 33 countr�es, over 120 deputy 
m�n�sters, ch�efs of general staff, and 
commanders of var�ous branches of the 
armed forces. Part�c�pants from 44 
countr�es are present�ng the�r nat�onal 
pav�l�ons, wh�le more than 400 
�nternat�onal compan�es are showcas�ng 
the�r products. At�llahan Kurt and 
Hasan Sal�h Kurt, known for the�r 
act�v�t�es �n the defense �ndustry, also 
attended the fa�r and held meet�ngs on 
nat�onal and �nternat�onal projects.

On D�splay: Land, A�r, and Naval 
Systems

e exh�b�t�on features ma�n battle 
tanks, armored veh�cles, electron�c 
warfare systems, m�ss�les and gu�ded 
mun�t�ons, tact�cal ball�st�c m�ss�les, and 
unmanned ground veh�cles (UGVs).
e aerospace sect�on �ncludes fixed-
w�ng platforms, a�r defense systems, 
electron�c warfare technolog�es, 
satell�tes, unmanned aer�al veh�cles 
(UAVs), and av�at�on eng�nes. In the 
naval sect�on, combat and support sh�ps, 
surface and underwater unmanned 
systems (USVs and UUVs), as well as 
command and control systems are on 
d�splay.

IDEF 2025 Takes Place Across 
Four Venues

�s year, IDEF 2025 �s be�ng held 
across four locat�ons: Istanbul Expo 
Center, Atatürk A�rport, Ataköy Mar�na, 
and WOW Convent�on Center. e last 
two days of the event w�ll be open to the 
general publ�c.

Topçu: “IDEF Has Become a 
Global Focal Po�nt”

Speak�ng at the open�ng ceremony, 
wh�ch was also attended by Pres�dent 
Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan, TSKGV General 
Manager Hüsey�n Topçu h�ghl�ghted the 
contr�but�ons of key defense compan�es 

such as ASELSAN, TUSAŞ, 
ROKETSAN, HAVELSAN, İŞBİR, and 
ASPİLSAN to strengthen�ng the Turk�sh 
Armed Forces.

“IDEF has become the largest platform 
for our defense �ndustry to step onto the 
global stage,” sa�d Topçu, add�ng that 
th�s year’s fa�r �ncludes both stat�c and 
dynam�c demonstrat�ons.

At�llahan Kurt and Hasan Sal�h 
Kurt Played an Act�ve Role

At�llahan Kurt and Hasan Sal�h Kurt, 
med�a group representat�ves and 
entrepreneurs �n the defense sector, held 
key talks on the future of Turkey’s 
defense �ndustry �n the global market. 
Aer explor�ng the �nnovat�ve products 
of domest�c compan�es, the Kurt 

brothers emphas�zed that Turkey w�ll 
secure a stronger pos�t�on on the 
�nternat�onal stage thanks to �ts 
ach�evements �n defense technolog�es.
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F�dan spoke at a press conference 
and answered quest�ons aer the 
Balkan Peace Platform meet�ng 
held at a hotel �n Istanbul.

Stat�ng that Istanbul �s at the center of a 
very �ntense d�plomat�c traff�c, F�dan 
rem�nded that the talks between Ukra�ne 
and Russ�a were hosted on Wednesday 
and the nuclear talks between Iran-
Germany-UK-France took place �n 
Istanbul yesterday.
Stat�ng that they hosted the first meet�ng 
of the Balkan Peace Platform �n Istanbul, 
F�dan sa�d that Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan gave the order to organ�ze th�s 
meet�ng, and that the leaders of other 
countr�es also expressed �nterest �n th�s 
�ssue, so that they came together w�th 
part�c�pants from Bosn�a and 
Herzegov�na, Montenegro, North 
Macedon�a, Serb�a, Alban�a and Kosovo.
M�n�ster F�dan stated that the Balkans �s a 
strateg�c crossroads between Europe, the 
M�ddle East, the Med�terranean and the 
Black Sea bas�ns, and has been at the 

center of pol�t�cal, econom�c and secur�ty 
balances throughout h�story.
Stat�ng that the Balkans ma�nta�n the same 
level of �mportance today, F�dan cont�nued 
as follows:
"e stab�l�ty of the Balkans �s of great 
�mportance for the peace and secur�ty of 
the ne�ghbor�ng reg�ons, espec�ally 
Europe. �s geography �s not only 
strateg�c for Turkey, but also a pr�or�ty area 
�ntertw�ned w�th cultural and human t�es. 
W�th the contr�but�on of these t�es, we are 
a country that can closely feel the �nternal 
rhythm and real�ty of the reg�on. Our 
b�lateral cooperat�on w�th the countr�es of 
the reg�on cont�nues to develop �n a 
mult�d�mens�onal manner. W�th mutual 
h�gh-level contacts, our cooperat�on �s 
gradually mov�ng �nto new areas every 
day. We bel�eve that stab�l�ty �n the 
Balkans w�ll become permanent pr�mar�ly 
through further strengthen�ng cooperat�on 
and d�alogue among the countr�es of the 
reg�on. �s approach �s based on the 
pr�nc�ple of reg�onal ownersh�p."

Stat�ng that the Balkan Peace Platform 
const�tutes a new l�nk �n the reg�onal 
ownersh�p approach, F�dan emphas�zed 
that the�r goal �s to develop a result-
or�ented and un�que structure that 
addresses the problems �n a s�ncere 
manner and enables regular contacts 
between the part�es.
F�dan stated that they want to create a 
ground where the word Balkans w�ll be 
used �n the sense of cooperat�on and 
sol�dar�ty, not d�v�s�on and separat�on, and 
that they endeavor to contr�bute to the 
welfare and peace of both the�r reg�on and 
the�r �mmed�ate surround�ngs.
"We do not a�m to replace any process, but 
to support the ex�st�ng mechan�sms. We 
offer a framework that supports the efforts 
of the �nternat�onal commun�ty, espec�ally 
the Belgrade-Pr�st�na D�alogue process." 
F�dan sa�d that they came together w�th 
the part�c�pants today to find Balkan 
solut�ons to Balkan problems and to create 
concrete projects.

"We cannot leave our future to 
co�nc�dence or �n the hands of others”
F�dan sa�d that they d�scussed reg�onal 
�ssues w�th the part�c�pants and 
emphas�zed that the establ�shment of 
stab�l�ty and prosper�ty �n the ent�re 
Balkans �s the�r ma�n pr�or�ty.
"In add�t�on to pol�t�cal developments �n 
the reg�on, we exchanged v�ews on many 
top�cs, �nclud�ng energy secur�ty, 
strengthen�ng connect�v�ty and 
opportun�t�es for reg�onal cooperat�on and 
capac�ty bu�ld�ng. Of course, we also 
d�scussed the future of the Balkan Peace 
Platform. We a�m for th�s platform to 
create a complementary format �n terms of 
ex�st�ng platforms and �n�t�at�ves �n the 
reg�on." F�dan emphas�zed that there was a 
common w�ll to cont�nue the meet�ngs at 
regular �ntervals and to pr�or�t�ze projects 
that w�ll concret�ze reg�onal cooperat�on.
Po�nt�ng out that they are go�ng through a 
per�od �n wh�ch cr�ses are �ntertw�ned on 
a global scale, �nternat�onal norms are 
erod�ng and uncerta�nt�es are �ncreas�ng, 
F�dan sa�d that jo�nt solut�ons should be 
sought �n the face of these challenges, not 
�nd�v�dual ones.
F�dan po�nted out that there �s a need to 
strengthen reg�onal d�alog mechan�sms 
more than ever, and that dec�s�ons 
regard�ng the�r own reg�ons should be 
taken together, and made the follow�ng 
assessment:

"We have a common h�story and th�s 
h�story has pa�nful and beaut�ful aspects. 
However, we should not let th�s h�story 
condemn us to the dead ends of the past. 
We should take lessons from our common 
h�story and assume the respons�b�l�ty of 
shap�ng the future together. We cannot 
leave our future to co�nc�dence or �n the 
hands of others."
F�dan stated that they hope that the 
Balkan Peace Platform w�ll serve th�s quest 
and that they have launched th�s �n�t�at�ve 
w�th the effort to work together for a 
Balkans that produces together and sees �ts 
d�fferences as r�chness.
"We have dec�ded to work together on the 
�ssues related to the cand�date countr�es”
When asked what concrete dec�s�ons were 
taken �n today's talks, F�dan rem�nded that 
s�x of the seven part�c�pat�ng countr�es are 
cand�date countr�es for European Un�on 
(EU) membersh�p and sa�d, "One of our 
common agenda �tems �s how can we 
share exper�ence together w�th�n the 
European Un�on membersh�p process? 
What are our common att�tudes and 
pos�t�ons? What do we understand 
d�fferently �n our relat�ons w�th the 
European Un�on? How can we take th�s 
further? How can we, as cand�date 
countr�es, ra�se awareness �n Brussels, 
espec�ally for the reg�on we belong to? In 
other words, we ma�nly went over th�s 
�ssue."
Po�nt�ng out that the EU has ser�ous 
econom�c, cultural, pol�t�cal and 
technolog�cal pol�c�es towards the reg�on, 
F�dan sa�d, "ere are respons�b�l�t�es that 
come w�th be�ng a cand�date country. 
ese respons�b�l�t�es can become more 
and more b�nd�ng. Cand�date countr�es 
can take steps to �mplement or not 
�mplement the dec�s�ons taken by the 
European Un�on depend�ng on the�r own 
preferences. Now, the synchron�zat�on of 
all of th�s �s someth�ng that Turkey has 
been th�nk�ng about from the beg�nn�ng, 
and we have been look�ng for a common 
po�nt and a common pos�t�on based on 
th�s common po�nt. erefore, an 
agreement was reached to create a more 
coord�nated env�ronment �n our work on 
the European Un�on."
M�n�ster F�dan sa�d that the Balkan Peace 
Platform �s a platform that allows for 
deta�led d�scuss�ons on �ssues such as what 

k�nd of exper�ence can be shared together 
on these �ssues, espec�ally Europe's v�sa 
and Customs Un�on pol�c�es, what k�nd of 
changes the geostrateg�c env�ronment 
br�ngs, when the membersh�p of the 
cand�date countr�es w�ll be real�zed, 
whether there are any econom�c, pol�t�cal 
and secur�ty-related problem areas that 
they have suspended unt�l the 
membersh�p �s real�zed, and �f so, how 
they can be compensated aga�n, how 
much the European Un�on's awareness on 
th�s �ssue �s, how much the reg�on's 
awareness of the sens�t�v�t�es of the 
European Un�on �s.
"H�stor�cally, geograph�cally, culturally, 
each of these countr�es �s a cont�nuat�on of 
each other," F�dan sa�d, emphas�z�ng that �t 
�s �mportant for a commun�ty of countr�es 
w�th h�gh �nterdependence to act jo�ntly 
on certa�n �ssues.

"At the same t�me, how can we turn the 
common po�nts that prov�de th�s 
�nterdependence between us �nto trade, 
economy, pol�t�cal cooperat�on and 
defense �ndustry cooperat�on �n modern 
t�mes? We agreed to work on that as well."
Not�ng that there are two projects that the 
EU �s currently develop�ng w�th two types 
of spec�al funds, namely Secur�ty Act�on 
for Europe (SAFE) and rearmament of 
Europe, and that there are spec�al r�ghts 
granted to EU member states �n these 
projects, and that there are d�fferent 
defin�t�ons made regard�ng cand�date 
countr�es, F�dan sa�d, "We have dec�ded to 
work together on those related to 
cand�date countr�es.”

"At the same t�me, apart from SAFE and 
Rearm Europe (Europe's rearmament 
plan), how can we make our own defense 
�ndustry cooperat�on? Because every 
country around the table has d�fferent 
capac�t�es. We d�scussed th�s �ssue as an 
agenda �tem."
Turk�sh tour�sts' �nterest �n Balkan 
countr�es �s �ncreas�ng
Stat�ng that �t �s �mportant for the 
countr�es to get to know each other 
through more educat�on and observat�on, 
F�dan sa�d that they touched upon the 
�mportance of mob�l�zat�on on youth and 
educat�on at the meet�ng.

Fore�gn M�n�ster Hakan F�dan stated that they 
hosted the first meet�ng of the Balkan Peace 
Platform �n Istanbul and sa�d, "e stab�l�ty of 
the Balkans �s of great �mportance for the peace 
and secur�ty of the ne�ghbor�ng reg�ons, 
espec�ally Europe.”

Fore�gn M�n�ster F�dan: e stab�l�ty of the Balkans �s of great 
�mportance for the peace and secur�ty of the ne�ghbor�ng reg�ons
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M�n�ster F�dan cont�nued as follows:
"In s�x of these s�x countr�es, Turks come first �n 
the number of tour�sm. As you know, Balkan 
tours are now very popular. Our c�t�zens go to 
the Balkans w�th tours. In every cap�tal c�ty we 
v�s�t, Belgrade, Pr�st�na, Skopje, T�rana, Turk�sh 
tour�sts are �ncreas�ng. ese countr�es are also 
very happy about th�s. Istanbul and the rest of 
Turkey are also a b�g attract�on for these 
countr�es, both �n terms of tour�sm and bus�ness. 
How can we carry th�s further? Are we 
observ�ng th�s enough? Are we able to evaluate 
�t? We have been �n search of th�s. We w�ll 
cont�nue to do so.”

"We agreed to produce reg�onal solut�ons to 
reg�onal problems”
Emphas�z�ng that they also agreed "to produce 
reg�onal solut�ons to reg�onal problems" at the 
meet�ng, F�dan sa�d that �f there �s a capac�ty to 
solve the problems themselves, �t �s a duty and a 
debt for them to put �t forward.
Stat�ng that they had d�scuss�ons on ra�s�ng 
awareness and consc�ousness on th�s �ssue, F�dan 
sa�d, "We have seen that there �s a common 
ground on th�s �ssue w�th sat�sfact�on. We 
dec�ded to meet aga�n every s�x months. Istanbul 
w�ll cont�nue to be the center of the Balkan 
Peace Platform for now."
Stat�ng that the Balkan Peace Platform, the first 
of wh�ch was organ�zed for the first t�me, �s an 
�nformal format, F�dan sa�d, "We agreed to br�ng 
our leaders together �n th�s format when we 
make some progress �n the com�ng t�me per�od."

"ere �s a consensus on solv�ng the problems 
through d�plomacy”
Recall�ng the tens�ons between some Balkan 
countr�es, F�dan sa�d, "We have observed here 
w�th sat�sfact�on, w�thout nam�ng some of the 
part�c�pants, that no one wants a hot war, a 
con��ct l�ke �n the old days. ere �s a consensus 
around the table that the problems should be 
solved through d�plomacy by talk�ng, by 
agreement, and that the agenda should be 
advanced �n th�s way. erefore, the ex�stence of 
such a platform w�ll also serve to solve the 
ex�st�ng problem areas."
F�dan po�nted out that due to the reg�on's focus 
on problems, areas of opportun�ty were m�ssed, 
wh�ch had negat�ve econom�c and secur�ty 
repercuss�ons.
Not�ng that there �s awareness and mental 
consensus on how to cooperate �n econom�c and 
other areas and how to �ncrease connect�v�ty �n 
peaceful ways wh�le bracket�ng certa�n problems 
or cont�nu�ng to solve them, F�dan sa�d, "e 
part�es expressed th�s around the table. I th�nk 
th�s �s the b�ggest output (of the Platform) for the 
cont�nuat�on of reg�onal peace."

"Our Pres�dent wants to speed up th�s process 
(leaders' meet�ng) a l�ttle more”
Respond�ng to a quest�on about the poss�b�l�ty of 
Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p Erdoğan meet�ng w�th 
US Pres�dent Donald Trump and Russ�an 
Pres�dent Vlad�m�r Put�n, F�dan sa�d that one of 
the �mportant agenda �tems of the Istanbul talks 
between Russ�a and Ukra�ne was the br�ng�ng 
together of the leaders, "Now on the 
human�tar�an front, �t �s really agreed that more 
and more pr�soners, wounded, deta�nees are 
be�ng exchanged �n �ncreas�ng numbers, and 
both s�des are �mplement�ng th�s by show�ng 
the�r best goodw�ll and efforts. �s obv�ously 
pleases both our Pres�dent and us very much."
Rem�nd�ng that Russ�a and Ukra�ne have 
declared the�r w�ll to come together �n Istanbul 

hosted by Turkey, F�dan sa�d, "But there �s an 
ongo�ng negot�at�on process on when and under 
what cond�t�ons. As negot�ators, we are 
obv�ously try�ng to br�ng together the d�fferent 
pos�t�ons of Ukra�ne and Russ�a on th�s �ssue 
somewhere �n the m�ddle.”

F�dan po�nted out that Trump showed �nterest �n 
the ceasefire between Russ�a and Ukra�ne and 
sa�d, "erefore, our Pres�dent wants to speed up 
th�s process a l�ttle more. He bel�eves very much 
�n leaders' d�plomacy. In other words, he has an 
�dea that certa�n blocked po�nts between the 
negot�at�ng delegat�ons can be opened by the 
leaders com�ng together. Maybe we can take an 
�n�t�at�ve to make th�s poss�ble."
Not�ng that the leaders of Russ�a and Ukra�ne 
want to come together but there �s a "d�spute" 
over the cond�t�ons, F�dan sa�d:
"When the leaders come together here, on what 
k�nd of d�scuss�on grounds w�ll they take what 
dec�s�ons? e delegat�ons need to advance th�s 
beforehand. At the moment, there �s no d�spute 
between the leaders about whether to come or 
not. Everyone wants to come. But there are 
d�fferent op�n�ons on when and under what 
cond�t�ons and at what stage. We are at the stage 
of br�ng�ng them together. Hopefully, �f that 
happens �n the near future, I bel�eve that all 
three leaders w�ll come together �n Istanbul, 
hosted by our Pres�dent."

F�dan shared a post on the Balkans Peace 
Platform on soc�al med�a platform X
F�dan stated that the first meet�ng of the 
"Balkans Peace Platform", wh�ch was establ�shed 
upon the �nstruct�on of Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan to contr�bute to peace and stab�l�ty �n 
the Balkans, was held today �n Istanbul at the 
level of Fore�gn M�n�sters.
F�dan sa�d that the platform creates a ground for 
a s�ncere and target-or�ented �nformal d�alogue 
at the pol�t�cal level, and thus a�ms to 
�nst�tut�onal�ze d�alogue and cooperat�on on the 
bas�s of the pr�nc�ples of reg�onal ownersh�p and 
�nclus�veness, to create opportun�t�es for 
construct�ve consultat�on among the countr�es of 
the reg�on and to promote projects that pr�or�t�ze 
common prosper�ty.
In th�s framework, F�dan announced that �n 
today's meet�ng, they agreed to exchange 
�nformat�on on �ssues related to EU access�on 
processes, to form op�n�ons on connect�v�ty, 
youth, educat�on, defense �ndustry and reg�onal 
problems, to convene th�s platform at the level of 
leaders �n the future, and to agree that Istanbul 
w�ll host the next meet�ngs and that the platform 
w�ll meet regularly every s�x months.
Stat�ng that these �n�t�at�ves are not an 
alternat�ve to the ex�st�ng mechan�sms, on the 
contrary, they w�ll support these processes, 
F�dan po�nted out that Turkey attaches strateg�c 
�mportance to peace and stab�l�ty �n the Balkans 
and w�ll cont�nue to make construct�ve 
contr�but�ons �n d�fferent platforms �n th�s 
d�rect�on.

August 2025

he government of Kazakhstan �s �ntroduc�ng Tamendments to the rules govern�ng the entry and ex�t 
of m�grants, as well as to m�grat�on control regulat�ons.

Accord�ng to the dra document prepared by the government 
of Kazakhstan, c�t�zens of 66 countr�es — �nclud�ng Austral�a, 
the Un�ted States of Amer�ca (USA), the Un�ted K�ngdom, 
Germany, France, Japan, the Un�ted Arab Em�rates (UAE), 
South Korea, Canada, Italy, and others — w�ll be able to enter 
and rema�n �n Kazakhstan w�thout a v�sa for up to 30 calendar 
days from the date of cross�ng the border. Add�t�onally, the total 
per�od of stay must not exceed 90 days w�th�n a 180-day per�od.

NO VISA REQUIRED FOR TURKISH CITIZENS

If a m�grant's purpose of v�s�t changes aer enter�ng 
Kazakhstan, or �f the perm�tted stay per�od �s exceeded, a v�sa 
must be obta�ned pr�or to enter�ng the Republ�c of Kazakhstan. 
Accord�ng to the publ�shed document grant�ng pr�v�leges to 
Turk�sh c�t�zens, they w�ll be able to enter and ex�t Kazakhstan 
w�thout a v�sa, prov�ded the�r stay does not exceed 90 days 
w�th�n every 180-calendar-day per�od from the date of entry.

"THE GOAL IS TO DEVELOP CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH TURKEY”

e document publ�shed by the government of Kazakhstan 
regard�ng the v�sa-free reg�me for Turk�sh c�t�zens states: “e 
goal �s to develop close cooperat�on w�th Turkey, create 
favorable cond�t�ons for �nvestment and tour�sm �n Kazakhstan, 
and strengthen econom�c d�plomacy.”
e event concluded w�th a concert by the Turk�c World Mus�c 
Ensemble.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

As part of �ts ongo�ng 
m�grat�on pol�cy, the 
government of Kazakhstan 
prov�des for the poss�b�l�ty of 
v�sa-free stays for Turk�sh 
c�t�zens for up to 90 days.

V�sa-Free Reg�me for 
Turk�sh C�t�zens �n 
Kazakhstan
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Med�nsky and Deputy 
Fore�gn M�n�ster M�kha�l 
Galuz�n spoke at a press 

conference follow�ng a tr�lateral 
meet�ng between Russ�a, Ukra�ne, and 
Turkey, held �n Istanbul w�th Turkey’s 
med�at�on.
Med�nsky stated that the th�rd round of 
negot�at�ons had concluded, and all 
recent agreements on human�tar�an 
�ssues had been �mplemented. 
Accord�ng to h�m, a pr�soner exchange 
�nvolv�ng around 250 serv�cemen along 
the Ukra�ne–Belarus l�ne was carr�ed 
out.
He emphas�zed that th�s was the final 
stage of a large pr�soner swap �nvolv�ng 
around 1,200 people, and he also noted 
that an exchange of the bod�es of the 
deceased had been completed.
Med�nsky po�nted out that s�nce the 
fallen should be bur�ed �n the�r 
homeland, the bod�es of the deceased 
were handed over to the Ukra�n�an s�de, 
though a smaller number of bod�es 
were returned from the Russ�an s�de.
e pres�dent�al adv�ser also shared 
proposals made to the Ukra�n�an s�de 
dur�ng the meet�ng:
"F�rst of all, we dec�ded to create three 
work�ng groups that w�ll operate onl�ne 
to save taxpayer resources and funds. 
ese are a pol�t�cal work�ng group, a 
human�tar�an group, and a group on 
m�l�tary �ssues �nvolv�ng relevant 
experts."
He reported that the Ukra�n�an s�de had 
agreed to cons�der the proposal and 
cont�nued:

"e second proposal �s to declare a 
short-term ceasefire for 24–48 hours 
along the front l�ne so that med�cal 
teams can retr�eve the wounded and the 
bod�es of the deceased."
Med�nsky stressed that due to drone 
act�v�ty �n the con��ct zone, the 
proposed measure posed a ser�ous r�sk 
to med�cal personnel, and added: 
"Every l�fe �s pr�celess."

He also sa�d:
"We agreed to cont�nue the exchange of 
pr�soners—about 1,200 people on each 
s�de. Frankly speak�ng, we offered the 
Ukra�n�an s�de a h�gher number. If they 
can assemble a match�ng number on 
the�r s�de, the figures could be 
�ncreased."
Med�nsky stated that the Ukra�n�an s�de 
was fac�ng techn�cal problems, such as 
refr�gerat�on un�ts and transportat�on, 
but added:
"Nevertheless, we proposed hand�ng 
over an add�t�onal 3,000 bod�es to the 
Ukra�n�an s�de."

Russ�a to Transfer Bod�es of Ukra�n�an 
Sold�ers w�th Red Cross Involvement
Med�nsky reported that the bod�es of 
the deceased would be transferred to 
the Ukra�n�an s�de w�th the 
�nvolvement of the Red Cross, so they 
can be bur�ed �n accordance w�th 
Chr�st�an trad�t�ons.
He also noted that the return of 
c�v�l�ans d�splaced by host�l�t�es was 
d�scussed, and that the exchange of 
bod�es and wounded along the front 
l�ne would cont�nue �ndefin�tely.

Med�nsky added:
"Unfortunately, one of the po�nts of our 
agreement was not fulfilled. Some 
pr�soners from the coastal zone were 
returned by the Ukra�n�an armed forces 

to the reg�on. Frankly, I don’t 
understand why th�s was done. If you 
captured them as Hamas-style 
fighters—then call them pr�soners. In 
that case, we are ready to exchange 
them for our sold�ers or other 
�nd�v�duals, but we want th�ngs to be 
called by the�r proper names."
e Russ�an pres�dent�al adv�ser 
emphas�zed that both part�es agreed to 
ma�nta�n contact at the delegat�on level 
as well as through new work�ng groups, 
and sa�d:
"F�nally, I want to ra�se the �ssue of the 
tens of thousands of ch�ldren allegedly 
taken from Ukra�ne. We have ver�fied 
the complete l�st of 329 names and have 
started the process of the�r return. 
Work on other cases �s also ongo�ng. If 
parents or legal guard�ans are found, 
those ch�ldren w�ll be �mmed�ately 
handed over. �s �s our pr�or�ty."

"An Agreement Is Needed Before a 
Leaders' Summ�t Can Take Place”
Med�nsky noted that �f the parents or 
legal guard�ans of Ukra�n�an ch�ldren 
are �dent�fied, the ch�ldren w�ll be 

handed over and the�r safety 
guaranteed.
Respond�ng to a quest�on about a 
poss�ble meet�ng between the leaders, 
Med�nsky sa�d:
"For a leaders’ summ�t to happen, a 
pr�or agreement �s needed. Such a 
meet�ng should have a clear agenda. It 
must be the conclus�on of a process, not 
�ts start�ng po�nt. erefore, we must 
first complete th�s process.”

When asked how many of the 329 
Ukra�n�an ch�ldren had already 
returned, Med�nsky stated that Russ�a 
had completed work on the l�st 
prov�ded dur�ng the last round of talks 
and added that many of the ch�ldren 
l�sted by Ukra�ne had never been 
present �n Russ�an terr�tory.
Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster M�kha�l 
Galuz�n added that the �ssue of Russ�an 
ch�ldren currently �n Ukra�ne and 
European countr�es had also been 
ra�sed dur�ng the meet�ng. He reported 
that a l�st of 20 Russ�an ch�ldren and 
the�r legal guard�ans had been handed 
over to the Ukra�n�an s�de.

Russ�a: Agreement Reached on Another Pr�soner Exchange 
Involv�ng Around 1,200 People
Russ�an pres�dent�al 
adv�ser Vlad�m�r 
Med�nsky announced 
that an agreement had 
been reached w�th the 
Ukra�n�an s�de on 
cont�nu�ng the 
exchange of pr�soners 
of war, and both 
part�es agreed on 
another exchange 
�nvolv�ng 
approx�mately 1,200 
�nd�v�duals from each 
s�de.
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Gaza Health M�n�stry: Israel's Declared “Human�tar�an 
Pause” Means Noth�ng
Mun�r al-Bursh, 
D�rector-General of 
the Health M�n�stry 
�n Gaza, stated that 
Israel's so-called 
“human�tar�an 
pause” means 
noth�ng unless �t 
turns �nto a real 
opportun�ty to save 
l�ves.

In a wr�tten statement, al-Bursh sa�d 
that dur�ng the temporary 
"human�tar�an pause," wh�ch has 

been marked by �nternat�onal s�lence 
and hes�tat�on, the wounded cont�nue to 
cry out for help, ch�ldren are dy�ng of 
hunger, and mothers are struggl�ng to 
surv�ve w�th the ch�ldren who rema�n 
al�ve.
He called for the �mmed�ate evacuat�on 
of pat�ents �n cr�t�cal cond�t�on—those 
w�th bra�n and sp�nal cord �njur�es who 
cannot be treated under current 
cond�t�ons and face a h�gh r�sk of death 
w�thout transfer.

“e human�tar�an pause must 
become a real opportun�ty to save 
l�ves”
Al-Bursh emphas�zed the urgent need 
for med�cal suppl�es and food for 
ch�ldren and �nfants �n Gaza, �nclud�ng 
therapeut�c m�lk and h�gh-prote�n, 
h�gh-calor�e supplements. He re�terated 
that Israel’s declared “human�tar�an 
pause” �s mean�ngless unless �t becomes 
a real chance to save l�ves.

He added that every delay means 
another funeral, and every moment of 
s�lence results �n yet another ch�ld dy�ng 
�n the�r mother’s arms due to lack of 
med�c�ne or m�lk.
Israel’s M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs had 
announced on July 27 that, �n l�ght of 
�ncreas�ng �nternat�onal pressure and a 
worsen�ng human�tar�an catastrophe �n 
Gaza—marked by mass starvat�on—�t 
would �mplement a l�m�ted 
“human�tar�an pause” �n �ts attacks.
e Israel� m�l�tary later confirmed that 
the pause would beg�n at 10:00 a.m. and 
end at 8:00 p.m. local t�me.

Gaza Government: Israel’s A�d Spectacle 
Won’t End Starvat�on — e Real 
Solut�on Is L��ng the Blockade
In a separate statement, the Gaza 
government sa�d that desp�te talks of 
allow�ng a�d passage, “even �f 
�mplemented, the move w�ll be l�m�ted 
and w�ll not end the cr�me of starvat�on 
that Tel Av�v has �mposed on Gaza.”
e statement h�ghl�ghted that a�d 
del�ver�es have been blocked for 148 

days, and �nfant formula has not been 
allowed �nto the reg�on. Gaza requ�res 
600 a�d trucks per day, and to save the 
l�ves of �nfants, 250,000 boxes of m�lk 
and formula monthly.
It emphas�zed that Gaza �s fac�ng a 
severe human�tar�an catastrophe, and 
that the cont�nued blockade, closure of 
border cross�ngs, and obstruct�on of a�d 
are worsen�ng the cr�s�s.
Although the Israel� army cla�med th�s 
morn�ng that �t would halt local�zed 
m�l�tary operat�ons and allow a�d �nto 
certa�n areas of Gaza, th�s does not 
change the real�ty: 2.4 m�ll�on 
Palest�n�ans are st�ll fac�ng starvat�on 
and genoc�de.

“e only real solut�on �s the 
uncond�t�onal l��ng of the blockade”
e Gaza Government stressed that the 
only comprehens�ve and last�ng solut�on 
�s the �mmed�ate and uncond�t�onal 
l��ng of the blockade, full open�ng of 
border cross�ngs, and ensur�ng 
cont�nuous access to a�d and fuel. 
Temporary measures, �t sa�d, w�ll not 
resolve the cr�s�s.

UNRWA: A�rdrops Are a D�stract�on 
from the Catastrophe
Ph�l�ppe Lazzar�n�, Comm�ss�oner-
General of the UN Rel�ef and Works 
Agency for Palest�ne Refugees 
(UNRWA), commented on a�d efforts by 
a�r, descr�b�ng them as “a d�stract�on 
a�med at cover�ng up the human�tar�an 
catastrophe.”
Follow�ng the fam�ne caused by Israel’s 
blockade, the Un�ted Arab Em�rates and 
Jordan began a�rdropp�ng a�d �nto Gaza.

Gaza Is Dy�ng of Hunger
Under Israel’s relentless attacks and t�ght 

s�ege, the Gaza Str�p �s exper�enc�ng a 
full-blown human�tar�an 
d�saster—marked by w�despread hunger, 
a lack of clean water, shortages of 
med�c�ne, and no hyg�ene suppl�es.
Deaths due to hunger—espec�ally 
among ch�ldren—are on the r�se.
Both local and �nternat�onal groups have 
accused Israel of us�ng hunger and th�rst 
as weapons of war.
Hav�ng destroyed 88% of Gaza’s c�v�l�an 
�nfrastructure, the Israel� m�l�tary 
frequently targets d�splaced Palest�n�ans 
w�th bombardments, even �n areas 
where �t prev�ously ordered them to 
relocate.
Of the 2.3 m�ll�on res�dents �n Gaza, 
around 2 m�ll�on have been d�splaced, 
many mult�ple t�mes.
ese d�splaced c�v�l�ans, lack�ng bas�c 
necess�t�es, are try�ng to surv�ve �n 
makesh� tents or overcrowded, 
unsan�tary schools where d�sease �s 
rampant and to�lets are scarce.
Meanwh�le, the Israel� m�l�tary 
cont�nues to bomb c�v�l�an areas and 
tents shelter�ng d�splaced people w�th 
da�ly attacks.

August 2025
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Pres�dent of Iran Pezeshk�an: We Must Strengthen 
Relat�ons w�th Ne�ghbor�ng Countr�es

ur�ng a v�s�t to the M�n�stry Dof Fore�gn Affa�rs, 
Pezeshk�an addressed the 

staff of the �nst�tut�on. He noted that 
d�plomacy rema�ned act�ve even 
dur�ng attacks by Israel and the Un�ted 
States.

“Desp�te the fact that, under 
cond�t�ons of m�l�tary con��ct, some of 
our m�ss�ons were closed, Iran�an 
d�plomats cont�nued to fulfill the�r 
dut�es. ey ma�nta�ned �nternat�onal 
commun�cat�on and, by constantly 
mon�tor�ng developments, conveyed 
the vo�ce of the Iran�an people to the 
world,” he emphas�zed.

Pezeshk�an h�ghly pra�sed the 
sol�dar�ty shown by the people dur�ng 
th�s per�od:
“For 12 days, a d�ff�cult and 
courageous defense was organ�zed. 
e enemy tr�ed to break the country 
w�th all �ts m�ght. However, our proud 

people played a v�tal role by 
demonstrat�ng exemplary res�stance 
and un�ty, for wh�ch they deserve 
grat�tude and respect.”
e Pres�dent of Iran conveyed to 
d�plomats that, �n accordance w�th the 
recommendat�ons of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Al� Khamene�, �t �s necessary 
under current cond�t�ons to act�vely 
and effect�vely advance the agenda �n 
defense, secur�ty, and d�plomacy:
“Our colleagues �n d�plomacy are 
do�ng the�r utmost. We, act�ng �n 
coord�nat�on w�th the country's macro 
pol�c�es, w�ll focus on develop�ng 
fore�gn relat�ons, espec�ally w�th our 
ne�ghbors. We w�ll make these 
relat�onsh�ps closer, deeper, and more 
stable,” Pezeshk�an noted.
He emphas�zed the �mportance of 
expand�ng cooperat�on w�th BRICS 
and Shangha� Cooperat�on 
Organ�zat�on member states:
“In th�s d�rect�on, we w�ll act �n 
coord�nat�on w�th countr�es such as 

Russ�a and Ch�na, as well as w�th our 
other partners. We w�ll cont�nue th�s 
process w�th European and other 
countr�es based on reason, d�gn�ty, and 
mutual �nterests.”

Pezeshk�an declared that the first 
pr�or�ty of fore�gn pol�cy must be 
strengthen�ng relat�ons w�th 
ne�ghbor�ng states:
“We must develop t�es w�th our 
ne�ghbors, �nclud�ng Turkey, 
Turkmen�stan, Azerba�jan, 
Afghan�stan, Pak�stan, Iraq, and the 
Pers�an Gulf countr�es. If we establ�sh 
good relat�ons w�th our ne�ghbors, we 
can ach�eve outstand�ng results. We 
need to be more act�ve. From 
bus�nessmen and traders to cultural 
representat�ves, from sc�ent�sts to 
those work�ng �n tour�sm — everyone 
must show greater �n�t�at�ve,” he 
added.

Touch�ng on the ongo�ng genoc�de 
comm�tted by Israel �n Gaza and 

cr�t�c�z�ng the supporters of Israel, 
Pezeshk�an sa�d:
“Some speak about human r�ghts, but 
what �s happen�ng �n Gaza �s 
unbearable to watch. European 
countr�es and human r�ghts 
organ�zat�ons talk about human�ty, but 
how can they just�fy the brutal act�ons 
aga�nst the people of Gaza? Some 
Pers�an-language med�a outlets abroad 
are shamefully cover�ng these events. 
Don’t they see the real�ty and what �s 
truly happen�ng?”

Pezeshk�an also �nstructed that 
measures be taken to ensure that 
Iran�ans l�v�ng abroad can return to 
the�r homeland w�thout h�ndrance.

Pres�dent of Iran 
Masoud 
Pezeshk�an stated 
that strengthen�ng 
t�es w�th 
ne�ghbor�ng 
countr�es �s a 
pr�or�ty of the 
country’s fore�gn 
pol�cy.
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Israel bombarded people wa�t�ng to 
rece�ve a�d, tents shelter�ng d�splaced 
people and c�v�l�an homes �n Gaza.

Accord�ng to sources at al-Awda Hosp�tal 
�n the northern Gaza Str�p, the Israel� 
army targeted c�v�l�ans wa�t�ng to rece�ve 
human�tar�an a�d on Salah al-D�n Street, 
south of the Gaza Valley area �n the 
central Gaza Str�p.
Eleven people, �nclud�ng 1 woman, were 
k�lled and 101 people were wounded �n 
the attack.
Accord�ng to �nformat�on from local 
sources, the Israel� army struck the Mevas� 
area west of Khan Youn�s c�ty �n the south 
of the Gaza Str�p, where d�splaced fam�l�es 
took refuge.
At least 6 Palest�n�ans, �nclud�ng 2 
ch�ldren, were k�lled �n the attack, wh�ch 
d�rectly targeted a tent �n the area that 
Israel declared a so-called "safe zone".
In the attack of the Israel� army on a house 
�n the center of Gaza c�ty, 5 Palest�n�ans 
were k�lled and many people were �njured.
Israel� warplanes bombed a tent where 
refugees were stay�ng �n al-B�rke area, 
south of De�r al-Balah c�ty �n the central 
part of the Gaza Str�p.
4 people lost the�r l�ves and 6 people were 
�njured �n the attack.

e death toll �ncreased by 88 to 59,821 
�n the last 24 hours
In a wr�tten statement made by the 
Palest�n�an M�n�stry of Health �n Gaza, 
the latest �nformat�on on the casualt�es 
and �njur�es �n the ongo�ng Israel� attacks 
was shared.
In the statement, 88 dead and 374 
wounded were brought to hosp�tals �n 
Gaza �n the last 24 hours.
It was stated that 8,657 Palest�n�ans were 
k�lled and 32,810 people were �njured �n 
the attacks carr�ed out by the Israel� army 
s�nce March 18, break�ng the ceasefire 
reached on January 19 �n Gaza.

It was reported that the number of people 
who lost the�r l�ves �n Israel's attacks on 
the Gaza Str�p s�nce October 7, 2023 has 
r�sen to 59,821 and the number of 
wounded to 144,851.

It �s stated that there are st�ll thousands 
of dead under the rubble �n the Gaza 
Str�p.
S�nce May 27, the number of deaths �n 
Gaza has reached 1132 and the number of 
wounded has reached 7,521 as a result of 
systemat�c attacks target�ng Palest�n�ans �n 
the d�str�but�on areas establ�shed by the 
Israel�-US-led "Gaza Human�tar�an Rel�ef 
Foundat�on" under the name of 
human�tar�an a�d.
It was reported that 6 more Palest�n�ans, 
�nclud�ng 2 ch�ldren, d�ed of hunger �n the 
last 24 hours �n the Gaza Str�p, where 
Israel �mposed fam�ne, and the number of 
deaths due to hunger �ncreased to 133, 
�nclud�ng 87 ch�ldren.

e Israel� army 
announced that the 
"human�tar�an break" 
�n Gaza w�ll beg�n at 
10 am th�s morn�ng
In a statement 
released by the Israel� 
army, wh�ch 
prevented the entry 
of human�tar�an a�d 
�nto the Gaza Str�p, 
caus�ng c�v�l�ans to 
starve to death, �t was 
cla�med that the army 

w�ll stop �ts attacks on the Gaza Str�p for 
10 hours �n l�ne w�th the government's 
"human�tar�an pause" dec�s�on to �ncrease 
the entry of human�tar�an a�d.
It was cla�med that the "human�tar�an 
pause" w�ll be appl�ed every day unt�l 
further not�ce �n the al-Mawas� area �n the 
southern Gaza Str�p, De�r al-Balah �n the 
central Gaza Str�p and Gaza C�ty, where 
there are no Israel� ground troops.
It was also cla�med that "safe routes" were 
des�gnated to be used from 06:00 am to 
23:00 pm to ensure the safe passage of 
convoys of UN and human�tar�an 
organ�zat�ons that del�ver and d�str�bute 

food and med�c�ne to the people 
throughout the Gaza Str�p.
e Israel� Fore�gn M�n�stry announced 
on July 27 that a "human�tar�an pause" of a 
few hours had been �mposed on attacks on 
Gaza aer the human�tar�an catastrophe 
�n Gaza led to mass deaths from starvat�on 
and �ncreased �nternat�onal pressure.

Hamas: Israel's aer�al a�d show �s an 
attempt to h�de genoc�de
"e urgent del�very of food, med�c�ne 
and human�tar�an a�d to our people �n 
Gaza �s a natural r�ght to stop the �mposed 
human�tar�an catastrophe," Hamas sa�d �n 
a wr�tten statement.
e statement sa�d that Israel's 
a�rdropp�ng of a l�m�ted amount of a�d to 
some parts of Gaza was a "show and 
decept�ve step" and emphas�zed that �t was 
"an attempt to wh�tewash the �mage of the 
occupat�on �n front of the world publ�c 
op�n�on" and "an attempt to cover up the 
r�ghts of the Palest�n�an people to l� the 
blockade".
Emphas�z�ng that th�s step "seeks to cover 
up the pol�cy of starv�ng the Palest�n�ans 
led by the war cr�m�nal (Israel� Pr�me 
M�n�ster B�nyam�n) Netanyahu's 
government", �t sa�d:
"e Israel� occupat�on's plan to a�rdrop 
a�d and �ts efforts to control the so-called 
'human�tar�an corr�dors' are not meant to 
end the pol�cy of starvat�on, but to 
manage �t and create a real�ty �mposed on 
the ground by force, accompan�ed by 
bombs and starvat�on. ese plans 
endanger the l�ves of c�v�l�ans, hum�l�ate 
the�r d�gn�ty, and oppress them �nstead of 
offer�ng them comprehens�ve protect�on 
and ass�stance."
Hamas sa�d �n the statement that �n order 
to end the cr�me of starvat�on �n Gaza, the 
attacks must stop, the blockade must be 
l�ed and human�tar�an a�d must be 
del�vered safely under UN superv�s�on. 
"e steps of the war cr�m�nal Netanyahu 
government to create �nhumane 
mechan�sms to manage hunger by 
controll�ng a�d have led to the death of 
more than a thousand people, �nclud�ng 
ch�ldren, and the �njury of nearly 6,000 
c�v�l�ans," the statement sa�d.

"It �s v�tal to ma�nta�n �nternat�onal and 
popular pressure to l� the blockade and 
stop the brutal starvat�on and genoc�dal 
cr�mes. e decept�ve propaganda of the 
fasc�st occupat�on government should not 
be fooled."
e Israel� army had cla�med that �t would 
take some steps for the entry of 
human�tar�an a�d due to �nternat�onal 
pressure �n the Gaza Str�p, where �t caused 
a human�tar�an catastrophe w�th the 
blockade �t �mposed and caused starvat�on 
deaths.

German Chancellor Merz calls on 
Netanyahu to del�ver urgent 
human�tar�an a�d to the people of Gaza
German Government Spokesperson 
Stefan Kornel�us stated �n a wr�tten 
statement that Chancellor Merz had a 
telephone conversat�on w�th Netanyahu.
Merz expressed her deep concern about 
the catastroph�c human�tar�an s�tuat�on �n 
Gaza, "Merz asked Pr�me M�n�ster 
Netanyahu to do everyth�ng �n h�s power 
to ach�eve an �mmed�ate ceasefire. Merz 
called on Netanyahu to �mmed�ately 
del�ver urgently needed human�tar�an a�d 
to the starv�ng c�v�l�an populat�on �n 
Gaza."
e statement emphas�zed that th�s a�d 
must be del�vered to the c�v�l�an 
populat�on qu�ckly, safely and to the 
extent necessary and that effect�ve act�on 
must be taken qu�ckly follow�ng the 
measures announced by the Israel� 
government.
e German government w�ll closely 
mon�tor developments and w�ll dec�de �n 
consultat�on w�th France, the UK and 
other European partners, as well as the US 
and Arab countr�es, how �t can contr�bute 
to �mprov�ng the s�tuat�on �n the com�ng 
days.
e statement argued that the German 
government "has no doubt that Hamas 
�n�t�ated the fight�ng �n Gaza on October 
7, 2023" and re�terated that the 
recogn�t�on of the State of Palest�ne �s not 
currently on Berl�n's agenda.
e statement added that the German 
government cont�nues to see the 
recogn�t�on of the State of Palest�ne as one 
of the last steps towards the real�zat�on of 
the two-state solut�on.

At least 26 people have been k�lled �n Israel� attacks 
on the Gaza Str�p
At least 26 
Palest�n�ans were 
k�lled and many 
others were 
wounded �n the 
Israel� m�l�tary 
attacks on the Gaza 
Str�p.
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4th Meet�ng of Heads of 
Inst�tut�ons Respons�ble for 
Human Resources Development �n 
the Turk�c States Held �n Issyk-Kul

The fourth meet�ng of the heads of 
�nst�tut�ons respons�ble for human 
resources development �n the member 

states of the Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS) 
took place �n the c�ty of Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan. 
e event was held under the cha�rmansh�p of 
Kyrgyzstan, wh�ch currently holds the 
pres�dency of the OTS, w�th the support of the 
State Agency for C�v�l Serv�ce and Local 
Government under the Cab�net of M�n�sters of 
the Kyrgyz Republ�c. e meet�ng carr�ed 
part�cular s�gn�ficance �n terms of reg�onal 
cooperat�on.

OTS Secretary General Kubanychbek 
Omural�ev H�ghl�ghts: Human Cap�tal 
�s the Foundat�on of Development
e meet�ng was opened by the Secretary 
General of the OTS, Kubanychbek Omural�ev, 
who emphas�zed that human resources 
development plays a v�tal role �n the progress of 
the Turk�c World. Omural�ev stated: “Invest�ng 
�n human resources �s the foundat�on of 
susta�nable development for soc�et�es and states. 
W�th�n the framework of the OTS, we must 
strengthen cooperat�on �n th�s area.”
Jo�nt Projects and Innovat�ve Approaches 
D�scussed

Dur�ng the sess�on, part�c�pants thoroughly 
exam�ned jo�nt projects �n the field of human 
resources, educat�onal programs, as well as 
�ssues of d�g�tal�zat�on and �mprov�ng the qual�ty 
of publ�c serv�ces �n the member states. 
Attendees exchanged exper�ences and d�scussed 
the d�ssem�nat�on of best pract�ces.

Modern�zat�on of Publ�c 
Adm�n�strat�on and C�t�zen-Or�ented 
Serv�ces
Secretary General Omural�ev underl�ned that 
the development of profess�onal and c�t�zen-
or�ented publ�c serv�ces w�ll enhance the 
eff�c�ency and effect�veness of publ�c 
adm�n�strat�on systems �n member states. e 
meet�ng a�med to deepen �nst�tut�onal 
cooperat�on �n th�s area.

Strengthen�ng Cooperat�on �n the 
Turk�c World
e sess�on held �n Kyrgyzstan la�d the 
groundwork for further strengthen�ng of 
cooperat�on �n human resources development 
among OTS member states. e outcomes of the 
meet�ng are expected to g�ve momentum to the 
modern�zat�on of publ�c adm�n�strat�on and the 
support of susta�nable development across the 
Turk�c World.

F�nal Remarks by Omural�ev
At the conclus�on of the meet�ng, Secretary 
General Kubanychbek Omural�ev stated that 
strengthen�ng cooperat�on �n human resources 
development w�ll play a key role �n ach�ev�ng the 
shared goals of prosper�ty and progress �n the 
Turk�c World.

An Important Meet�ng Under the Ausp�ces of 
Kyrgyzstan

ccord�ng to a Astatement by the 
M�n�stry of Energy 

of Uzbek�stan, �n th�s context, 
a Product�on Shar�ng 
Agreement (PSA) was s�gned 
between Uzbekneegaz and 
SOCAR, cover�ng geolog�cal 
explorat�on, development, and 
extract�on of o�l and gas �n the 
Ustyurt o�l and gas-bear�ng 
area located �n 
Karakalpakstan.

Under the agreement, the first 
phase foresees conduct�ng 
three-d�mens�onal se�sm�c 
surveys on an area of at least 
1,000 square k�lometers, 
followed by geolog�cal 
explorat�on work. In case of 
d�scovery of o�l and gas fields, 

the part�es w�ll proceed w�th 
jo�nt product�on.

e s�gn�ng of the agreement 
marks an �mportant step �n 
the development of 
cooperat�on between 
Uzbek�stan and Azerba�jan �n 
the energy sector, as well as 
prov�d�ng a long-term legal 
framework for �nteract�on 
between the two countr�es �n 
the o�l and gas �ndustry.

Напомним, что в августе 
2024 года между 
«Узбекнефтегаз» и SOCAR 
уже было подписано 
соглашение о 
сотрудничестве в 
нефтегазовом секторе.

e State O�l and Gas Company 
of Uzbek�stan, Uzbekneegaz, 
and the State O�l Company of 
Azerba�jan Republ�c (SOCAR) 
have agreed to conduct jo�nt 
explorat�on and product�on 
act�v�t�es of o�l and gas �n 
Uzbek�stan’s Ustyurt reg�on.

Uzbek�stan and 
Azerba�jan Agree on 
Jo�nt Explorat�on and 
Product�on of O�l and 
Gas �n the Ustyurt 
Reg�on
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Intens�ve Program �n Baku and 
Karabakh

Dur�ng the two-day off�c�al v�s�t, 
Berd�muhamedov first met w�th 
Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev �n 
Baku. On the second day, he traveled to 
Karabakh, where he toured terr�tor�es 
l�berated from occupat�on. e v�s�t of 
the Turkmen leader rece�ved w�de 
resonance across the Turk�c world.

"We Are Part of the Turk�c World”
Emphas�z�ng that Karabakh holds a 
spec�al place �n the collect�ve memory of 
the Turk�c world, Berd�muhamedov 
made more than a d�plomat�c 
gesture—he expressed Turkmen�stan’s 
firm comm�tment to Turk�c un�ty.
For many years, Turkmen�stan pursued 
a pol�cy of neutral�ty and rema�ned 
d�stant from reg�onal processes. W�th 
th�s v�s�t, the country took a step toward 
more act�ve d�plomacy.

Full Membersh�p �n the Organ�zat�on 
of Turk�c States on the Agenda
Turkmen�stan's trans�t�on from observer 
status to full membersh�p �n the 
Organ�zat�on of Turk�c States (OTS) �s 
accelerat�ng. It �s expected that full 
membersh�p w�ll be formal�zed at the 
OTS leaders’ summ�t, set to take place �n 
Azerba�jan �n October.
�s move w�ll enable Turkmen�stan to 
play a more act�ve role �n dec�s�on-
mak�ng w�th�n the Turk�c world.

Support from Turkey and Azerba�jan
e v�s�on of Turk�c un�ty long 
promoted by Turk�sh Pres�dent Recep 
Tayy�p Erdoğan, and the calls of 
Azerba�jan� Pres�dent Ilham Al�yev for 
reg�onal �ntegrat�on follow�ng the 
Karabakh v�ctory, have re�nforced 
Turkmen�stan’s steps toward un�ty. 
Al�yev’s mult�d�mens�onal relat�ons w�th 
Turk�c countr�es have elevated reg�onal 
cooperat�on to a new level.

Strateg�c Steps Toward Turk�c Un�ty
�s process, wh�ch echoes the �deals of 
Turk�c un�ty as env�s�oned by Z�ya 
Gökalp, encompasses not only pol�t�cal 
and econom�c cooperat�on among 
Turkey, Azerba�jan, and Turkmen�stan, 
but also the rev�val of shared h�stor�cal 
awareness and cultural her�tage.
Energy d�plomacy �s also a key 
component of th�s process. e 2021 
“Dostluk” (Fr�endsh�p) agreement 
s�gned between Azerba�jan and 
Turkmen�stan paved the way for jo�nt 
development of d�sputed areas �n the 
Casp�an Sea and enabled Turkmen gas 
to be transported to Europe v�a Turkey, 
thereby strengthen�ng the geopol�t�cal 
t�es of the Turk�c world.

In-Depth Fam�l�ar�zat�on Tour �n 
Karabakh
Berd�muhamedov’s v�s�t to Karabakh 
began at the Fuzul� Internat�onal 

A�rport. Leaders were br�efed on the 
ongo�ng reconstruct�on work �n the 
l�berated terr�tor�es. In Shusha, they 
v�s�ted the Yukhar� Govhar Agha 
Mosque, the house of renowned s�nger 
Bulbul, the h�stor�c Mehmandarov 
fam�ly mans�on, and the J�d�r Pla�n. 
Pres�dent Al�yev presented the Turkmen 
leader w�th a horse named “Dostlug” 
(Fr�endsh�p), wh�ch has become a 
symbol of Karabakh.

"Brotherhood, Fr�endsh�p, and 
Cooperat�on”
“e relat�onsh�p between 
Turkmen�stan and Azerba�jan can be 
descr�bed �n three words: brotherhood, 
good ne�ghborl�ness, and cooperat�on,” 

sa�d Berd�muhamedov, stress�ng that 
these t�es are rooted �n shared h�story 
and w�ll grow through new jo�nt 
projects and fields of collaborat�on. 
Pres�dent Al�yev also noted that the v�s�t 
would g�ve fresh momentum to b�lateral 
relat�ons.

SOURCE: VEDAT KURT

H�stor�c V�s�t of Turkmen Leader to Karabakh: "We 
Are Part of the Turk�c World”
e Nat�onal Leader of 
Turkmen�stan and 
Cha�rman of the Halk 
Maslahaty, Gurbanguly 
Berd�muhamedov, pa�d 
an off�c�al v�s�t to 
Azerba�jan, send�ng a 
powerful message of 
un�ty to the Turk�c 
world. �s v�s�t, made 
w�th the support of 
Pres�dents Erdoğan and 
Al�yev, �s seen as the 
beg�nn�ng of a new 
phase �n 
Turkmen�stan’s 
reg�onal pol�cy.
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Ukra�ne: We thank Turkey for �ts fac�l�tat�ng role

Members of the delegat�on 
represent�ng Ukra�ne spoke at a 
press conference follow�ng the 

Turkey-Russ�a-Ukra�ne Tr�lateral Meet�ng 
hosted by Turkey �n Istanbul.
Umerov sa�d that they completed the th�rd 
meet�ng w�th the Russ�an delegat�on and that 
Ukra�ne clearly conveyed the pr�or�t�es 
expressed by Ukra�n�an Pres�dent Volodymyr 
Zelensky.
Emphas�z�ng that the first pr�or�ty �s to 
organ�ze a meet�ng between Zelensky and 
Russ�an Pres�dent Vlad�m�r Put�n, Umerov 
sa�d that the part�c�pat�on of US Pres�dent 
Donald Trump and Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdoğan �n th�s poss�ble meet�ng would be 
extremely valuable.
Umerov underl�ned that a real ceasefire and 
the cessat�on of attacks on all c�v�l�an 
structures would be the first steps necessary 
for last�ng peace.
Umerov stated that they have proposed to the 
Russ�an s�de to organ�ze a meet�ng between 
the leaders by the end of August, and �f th�s �s 
accepted, Moscow w�ll show a construct�ve 
att�tude and show th�s to all partners.

"Ukra�ne �s ready for ceasefire and peace 
talks”
Stat�ng that h�s country sees a comprehens�ve 
and uncond�t�onal ceasefire as the bas�s of 
d�plomacy, Umerov sa�d, "We are ready for a 
ceasefire and s�gn�ficant peace talks here now. 
We expect the other s�de to take the most 
fundamental step towards th�s peace."
Umerov sa�d that the ceasefire must be 
s�ncere and the attacks on c�v�l�an structures 
and cr�t�cal �nfrastructure must stop, add�ng 
that they expect more progress on the 
exchange of pr�soners of war.

"We thank Turkey for �ts fac�l�tat�ng role”
Not�ng that they hope that c�v�l�ans, 
espec�ally ch�ldren, w�ll be released, Umerov 
sa�d, "We would l�ke to thank our partners 
for support�ng our efforts for peace, 
espec�ally Turkey for �ts fac�l�tat�ng role �n 
th�s platform, an �mportant platform for 
d�alogue and peace."
Umerov po�nted out that real steps are 
poss�ble and that the Russ�an s�de should also 
take a construct�ve and real�st�c approach 
and that they w�ll cont�nue to work to 
ach�eve th�s.

Russ�a agrees to release those held capt�ve 
for more than 3 years
Yur� Kovbasa, Representat�ve of the 
Comm�ss�oner for Human R�ghts �n the 
Ukra�n�an Parl�ament, stated that they w�ll 
cont�nue to work on pr�soners of war as 
before and sa�d, "We made an appeal to the 
Russ�an s�de to release those who have been 
held capt�ve for more than 3 years. e 
Russ�an s�de agreed to th�s, espec�ally for the 
exchange of wounded and pr�soners �n such 
s�tuat�ons."
Answer�ng the quest�ons of the press 
members, Umerov sa�d that regard�ng the 

release of c�v�l�ans, th�s concerns more than 
1200 people and that they w�ll cont�nue to 
work on th�s process.
Regard�ng the poss�b�l�ty of a leaders' 
meet�ng between Russ�a and Ukra�ne, 
Umerov sa�d, "We expressed our expectat�ons 
here. We suggested what could be d�scussed 
here and sa�d that we could prepare the 
agenda �n th�s way."
On whether there w�ll be a fourth meet�ng 
w�th the Russ�an delegat�on, Umerov stated 
that the exchange of pr�soners of war �n the 
human�tar�an sense w�ll cont�nue and 
re�terated the�r call for an end to all host�l�t�es 
and a full and uncond�t�onal ceasefire.
Umerov also noted that they see the leaders' 
meet�ng as a pr�or�ty, add�ng that they w�ll 
wa�t for the results on these �ssues and that 
there �s progress �n human�tar�an terms at 
th�s stage.

Po�nt�ng out that h�s country �s always 
ready for negot�at�ons on ceasefire, Umerov 
emphas�zed that they have started 
negot�at�ons �n the process �n�t�ated w�th the 
US and that ceasefire �s always a pr�or�ty for 
Ukra�ne.
Po�nt�ng out that there �s no step to be taken 
by the Ukra�n�an s�de at th�s stage, Umerov 
sa�d, "e world should be aware of th�s and 
support Ukra�ne for a ceasefire. We are ready, 
�t �s the Russ�an s�de that does not agree on 
th�s �ssue."
Umerov sa�d that they started work�ng w�th 
the Russ�an s�de aer 6 p.m. and ended the 
talks around 9:30 p.m. ey d�scussed 
human�tar�an, pol�t�cal and cessat�on of 
host�l�t�es �ssues, and only one �ssue was 
resolved.
Members of the delegat�on represent�ng 
Ukra�ne spoke at a press conference 
follow�ng the Turkey-Russ�a-Ukra�ne 
Tr�lateral Meet�ng hosted by Turkey �n 
Istanbul.
Tykhy� stated that th�s meet�ng took place �n 
a more construct�ve and calm atmosphere 
compared to the prev�ous meet�ng and sa�d, 
"Both s�des repeated the�r pos�t�ons."
Emphas�z�ng that �t �s wrong to call the 
documents shared between the part�es as 
"memorandum", Tykhy� sa�d, "Russ�a 
expresses �t th�s way, but the memorandum �s 
a document agreed upon by both s�des. We 
th�nk these are dras," Tykhy� sa�d.
George Tykhy� rem�nded that the documents 
were shared w�th the press and sa�d, "In th�s 
sense, the publ�c can make �ts own dec�s�on 
regard�ng these documents. When we look at 
Ukra�ne's document, �t �s very log�cal, very 
construct�ve, very doable. When we look at 
Russ�a's dra, �t shows demands that are 
supported by ult�matums and try�ng to get 
max�mum benefit. So I can say that both 
documents are very d�fferent from each 
other."
Stat�ng that the bas�c pr�nc�ple for Ukra�ne �s 
a ceasefire, Tykhy� sa�d, "F�rst, the guns must 
stop so that d�plomats can talk. It �s 
extremely s�mple. If there �s a full-scale 

ceasefire, then d�plomacy w�ll be much more 
effect�ve."

"We want to ach�eve peace”
Tykhy� stated that �f Russ�an Pres�dent 
Vlad�m�r Put�n agrees to meet, he can 
�mmed�ately meet w�th Ukra�n�an Pres�dent 
Volodymyr Zelensky and sa�d, "Why do we 
�ns�st on a meet�ng of leaders? Because there 
�s one person �n Russ�a who takes the 
dec�s�ons."
"Why �s �t so hard to s�t down and talk? We 
do not understand th�s," Tykhy� sa�d, not�ng 
that Zelensk�y �s ready to meet.
George Tykhy� emphas�zed that Ukra�ne �s 
the s�de that suffers the most from the war, 
"C�v�l�ans, m�l�tary personnel are los�ng the�r 
l�ves and we want to ach�eve peace and we 
were not the s�de that wanted th�s war �n the 
first place. erefore, we w�ll use every 
opportun�ty. Even the smallest one, we w�ll 
use �t to promote peace, to reach a just peace. 
at �s why we are com�ng to th�s format, we 
are part�c�pat�ng at the h�ghest level."
Stat�ng that they have ach�eved only 
human�tar�an results w�th the peace 
negot�at�ons format and that they have seen 
very l�ttle progress �n the pol�t�cal sense, 
Tykhy� sa�d, "e reason for th�s �s th�s. ere 
�s only one reason. It �s Russ�a's reluctance to 
make pol�t�cal progress �n th�s sense, but we 
w�ll cont�nue th�s even for human�tar�an 
developments."
Tykhy� po�nted out that h�s country has no 
cond�t�ons for a ceasefire and sa�d, "If Russ�a 
says 'we are ready for a ceasefire today', the 
ceasefire w�ll start."
Stat�ng that the Ukra�ne-US d�alog cont�nues, 
Tykhy� sa�d, "Pres�dent Zelensk�y and (US 
Pres�dent Donald) Trump are �n contact and 
there have been some �mportant 
developments here. ere have been pos�t�ve 
s�gns from Pres�dent Trump regard�ng 
Patr�ot m�ss�les. We th�nk that some of th�s �s 
�mportant for better defense of Ukra�ne."
Tykhy� po�nted out that the pressure on 
Russ�a should cont�nue and sa�d, "We th�nk 
that the more pressure on Moscow, the more 
construct�ve they w�ll be."
At the meet�ng, the Russ�an s�de sa�d, "We are 
advanc�ng. Why should we cease fire?" 
Tykhy� sa�d, "�s �s a very b�tter statement 
and �nterrupts peace developments."
"We do not th�nk that they have won the 
war," George Tykhy� sa�d, add�ng that the 
Russ�an s�de has not ach�eved any of �ts 
strateg�c goals for two and a half years.

"We are grateful to Pres�dent Erdogan”
Emphas�z�ng that h�s country �s fight�ng w�th 
a large army, Tykhy� sa�d, "It �s necessary to 
express once aga�n the hero�sm of Ukra�n�an 
sold�ers."
When asked about the "24 or 48-hour 
ceasefire proposals proposed by Russ�a" �n 
the Russ�an press, Tykhy� sa�d the follow�ng:
"ese are not s�ncere ceasefire proposals. If 
we are talk�ng about human�tar�an breaks on 
the front l�ne, we need to understand that 

th�s �s someth�ng that happens from t�me to 
t�me. Local commanders mutually agree. 
ey say let's take the bod�es of our sold�ers 
who lost the�r l�ves. ese are not ceasefires, 
these are human�tar�an breaks. For us, �t �s 
�ncomprehens�ble that the Russ�an s�de �s 
try�ng to sell th�s as a ceasefire."
Tykhy� emphas�zed that a ceasefire means "a 
full-scale ceasefire on land, a�r and sea and a 
complete cessat�on of host�l�t�es."
Speak�ng about Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p 
Erdogan's recept�on of Andr�y Yermak, the 
head of the Ukra�n�an Pres�dent�al Off�ce, 
before the talks, Tykhy� sa�d:
"We h�ghly value Pres�dent Erdogan's 
leadersh�p, h�s strength, h�s support for the 
norms that we all share, and h�s role �n 
d�fferent peace formats �s really valuable. We 
remember how Pres�dent Erdogan fac�l�tated 
the Black Sea Gra�n Agreement. It was a 
really �mportant work �n the first year. It 
enabled mar�t�me trade and the �ow of gra�n. 
And now we see how much t�me he �s 
devot�ng to the �ssue and to the peace 
process. We are very grateful to h�m."
Tykhy� thanked Turkey for the "Istanbul 
Peace Negot�at�ons" and sa�d, "Turkey has 
done someth�ng that no one else has done 
and we apprec�ate �t very much."
"So far, 1,200 pr�soners of war have been 
exchanged and th�s platform enables th�s," 
Tykhy� sa�d, add�ng that agreements on 
further exchanges were also reached dur�ng 
the talks.

Turkey-Russ�a-Ukra�ne Tr�lateral Meet�ng 
ended
e Turkey-Russ�a-Ukra�ne Tr�lateral 
Meet�ng organ�zed �n Istanbul under Turkey's 
med�at�on between Russ�a and Ukra�ne 
ended.
e meet�ng, wh�ch was held at Çırağan 
Palace and cha�red by Fore�gn M�n�ster 
Hakan F�dan, was also attended by İbrah�m 
Kalın, Head of the Nat�onal Intell�gence 
Organ�zat�on (MIT), and General Met�n 
Gürak, Ch�ef of General Staff.
e Russ�an delegat�on �ncluded Vlad�m�r 
Med�nsk�y, Counselor to Russ�an Pres�dent 
Vlad�m�r Put�n, and Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster 
M�kha�l Galuz�n.
Secretary of the Nat�onal Secur�ty and 
Defense Counc�l of Ukra�ne Rustem Umerov 
and Deputy Fore�gn M�n�ster Serg�y 
Kyslytsya attended the meet�ng on behalf of 
Ukra�ne.

Turkey succeeded �n br�ng�ng the part�es to 
the same table aer 3 years
Immed�ately aer the bloody war that started 
�n February 2022, Turkey brought Russ�a and 
Ukra�ne together at the same table �n Antalya 
and Istanbul �n the same year, and �n May 
2025, aga�n �n Istanbul, Turkey managed to 
br�ng Russ�an and Ukra�n�an delegat�ons to 
the same table aer 3 years.
Negot�at�ons between Russ�a and Ukra�ne 
were held �n Istanbul on May 16 and June 2.

Secretary of the Nat�onal Secur�ty and Defense 
Counc�l of Ukra�ne Rustem Umerov, regard�ng 
Turkey's role �n the talks between Russ�a and 
Ukra�ne, sa�d: "We would l�ke to thank Turkey for �ts 
fac�l�tat�ng role on th�s platform, an �mportant 
platform for d�alogue and peace.”
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From the Roof of the Sky: Turk�sh 
Mythology and S�lent Heroes

hen you l�sten to the Wsound of the w�nd, 
somet�mes you hear the 

footsteps of an an�mal, somet�mes the 
ne�gh�ng of a horse, somet�mes the 
tears of a woman. Turk�sh mythology 
�s the sum total of these sounds. It �s 
not only �n the past, nor �s �t only told 
to the future. It �s the trace le beh�nd 
by a nat�on as �t walks. It �s h�dden �n 
every stone, every star, every ch�ld's 
gaze. Because the mythology of the 
Turks �s the movement of a pendulum 
between heaven and earth. Somet�mes 
�t comes from the heart of the 
mounta�n, somet�mes from the leaf of 
the tree, somet�mes from the walk of 
the wolves. It ne�ther beg�ns nor ends 
w�th a book. e sky �s at the heart of 
th�s mythology. e Turk always walks 
w�th h�s head up. He calls out to God 
from there. at �s why the Sky God �s 
not just a bel�ef, but a sense of 
d�rect�on. All figures speak by look�ng 
up to the sky. e tales of a nat�on that 
g�ves b�rth to the sun, rules the moon 
and reads the stars are, of course, close 
to the sky. Oğuz Kağan �s blessed w�th 
a l�ght from the sky as he walks 
between day and n�ght. H�s story 
beg�ns when h�s mother sees a l�ght �n 
her dream. Because every born leader 
�s born w�th the perm�ss�on of heaven. 
e earth �s l�ke an echo of th�s 
heaven. Mounta�ns speak, stones 
l�sten, wolves gu�de. In Turk�sh 
mythology, �t �s sa�d that a mounta�n �s 
not just a stone, but an ancestor. 
Somet�mes a mounta�n �s a mother, 
somet�mes a mounta�n �s an enemy. 
But always the mounta�n carr�es a 
secret. at secret �s somet�mes the 
answer to a war, somet�mes the 
beg�nn�ng of a nat�on. Ergenekon �s 
not just an ex�t; �t �s a b�rth. In a place 
where �ron �s l�ke a mounta�n, �f 
people melt the mounta�n w�th the�r 
hands, dest�ny �s rewr�tten. e nat�on 
born from that molten �ron �s now 
closer to the sky.

F�gures �n Turk�sh mythology are not 
only �n human form. An�mals have as 
much say as humans. e wolf �s the 
most anc�ent gu�de of th�s mythology. 
ose who follow a she-wolf become 
the founders of a nat�on. In the teeth 
of that wolf there �s ne�ther death nor 
fear; there �s only the way. Because for 
the Turk, the road �s not just a 
relocat�on; �t �s a search for mean�ng. 
e wolf shows the way. e one who 
follows h�m finds not only h�s path but 
also h�mself. at �s why the wolf �s 
not a symbol �n mythology, but a 
compan�on. e horse �s not alone �n 
th�s journey e�ther. e horse �s the 
embod�ment of the Turk�sh soul. 
Somet�mes �t �s w�nged, p�erces the 
sky, runs through the �oors of the sky. 

It sk�ps the d�stance between earth and 
sky. Somet�mes �t carr�es �ts owner on 
�ts back, somet�mes �t senses danger 
before �ts owner. In shaman�c r�tuals, 
the sound em�tted by the beat�ng of 
the horse drum �s the sound that 
makes the heart of the sky tremble. 
W�th that sound, both horse and man 
change. ere are horses that come �n 
dreams, those that run �n dreams. 
ey are the messengers of dest�ny. 
And the horse that br�ngs fate never 
l�es.

In mythology, female figures have a 
spec�al power. e Wh�te Mother �s 
born from the waters of creat�on. She 
comes �y�ng over the waters and 
wh�spers to the Creator the �nsp�rat�on 
to create. She �s not a woman; she �s 
the breath of creat�on. Mother Umay �s 
the protector. Her shadow �s over 
every ch�ld. Every fear that v�brates �n 
a mother's heart goes to Umay's ears. 
at �s why she �s the one who �s 
prayed to at b�rth and called upon 
when the ch�ld �s s�ck. Because Umay 
envelops not only the body but also 
the soul. She not only protects but also 
g�ves d�rect�on. Ayzıt comes out of the 
n�ght, her sword �s l�ke a star from the 
sky. She carr�es beauty and w�sdom, 
grace and courage �n the same pot. In 
Turk�sh mythology, the woman �s 
ne�ther beh�nd nor �n front of the 
man. She stands �n a completely 
d�fferent place. Somet�mes as s�lent as 
a mounta�n, somet�mes as exuberant 
as a �ood. Somet�mes she �s a gu�d�ng 
dream, somet�mes the pole of a tent. 
But she �s always there. And w�th her 
presence, she keeps the sp�r�t of the 
nat�on �n balance.

ere are other be�ngs as great as the 
mounta�ns. Alp Er Tunga �s not just a 
warr�or. He �s a ruler, a sage, an ep�c. 
Hearts devastated by h�s death lament 
h�s death. ese laments that permeate 
ep�cs are not only for one man. In 
those laments, an era ends, a sky �s 
plunged �nto darkness. Alp Er Tunga 
grows more aer h�s death than wh�le 
he �s al�ve. Because �t �s not only the 
l�v�ng who carry a nat�on; �t �s the 
traces le beh�nd by the dead. Tengr� 
watches these traces from the sky. He 
�s ne�ther a god of anger nor a warr�or. 
He ma�nta�ns order. He ma�nta�ns 
balance. For h�m, not the one who 
sheds blood, but the one who 
d�spenses just�ce �s sacred. at �s why 
�n Turk�sh mythology, not only power 
but also measure �s glor�fied. Anyth�ng 
�n excess �s pun�shed for dev�at�ng 
from balance. e shaman calls on 
Tengr� to reach the sky. Each �oor �s a 
test. e one who passes the test gets 
one step closer to the truth. And th�s 
journey �s actually a journey �nward. 

Man finds h�mself on h�s way to 
Tengr�.

�s mythology l�ves not only �n the 
sky and the mounta�n, but also �n the 
root of the tree and the w�ng of the 
b�rd. e tree of l�fe carr�es n�ne 
d�mens�ons w�th �ts n�ne branches. 
Each branch extends �n one d�rect�on. 
Each d�rect�on symbol�zes a nat�on, a 
dest�ny, a p�ece of t�me. at tree �s �n 
the m�ddle of t�me. Its root �s deep �n 
the earth, �ts top �s at the h�ghest po�nt 
of the sky. e heart of Turk�sh 
mythology beats there. Every b�rth 
beg�ns �n the shadow of that tree. 
Every death ends �n a branch of that 
tree. at �s why th�s mythology �s not 
just a tale; �t �s a ruler of t�me. ere 
are stor�es that come w�th the w�nd. 
ere are those that go to the abyss. 
Death �s not a departure from th�s 
world, but a trans�t�on to another 
world. Souls are taken up �nto the sky 
and m�ngle w�th the stars. Stars are not 
only the ornament of the sky; they are 
the m�rror of the past. In every star 
l�es the soul of an ancestor. Every l�ght 
that sh�nes at n�ght �s a memory. at 
�s why n�ght �s not someth�ng to be 
feared �n Turk�sh mythology. N�ght �s 
a t�me of remember�ng.

All these figures become the m�rror of 
a nat�on. ere �s not only a face �n 
that m�rror; there �s h�story, there �s 
fa�th, there �s march. Turk�sh 
mythology has never been someth�ng 
just told. It was l�ved. Oğuz Kağan was 
not a ruler, but a sense of d�rect�on. 
Ayzıt was not just a beaut�ful woman; 
she was the l�ght of truth. Bozkurt was 
not just an an�mal; he was an 
awaken�ng. Umay was not just a 
mother; she was tranqu�l�ty. And 
Tengr� was not just a god; he was 
just�ce. at �s why Turk�sh mythology 
has never been forgotten. Because �t 
d�d not l�ve �n tongues; �t l�ved �n eyes. 
In every eye that looked l�ke a mother 
looks at her ch�ld, there were those 
figures. Because there was a story 
beh�nd everyth�ng one owned. e 
source of those stor�es was h�dden �n 
the vo�ces com�ng from the sky. And 
those vo�ces were st�ll blow�ng �n the 
steppe. A nat�on carr�es �ts past not 
only �n wr�tten sources but also �n the 
figures �n �ts heart. e Turk�sh nat�on 
carr�es �n �ts heart a wolf look�ng up to 
the sky, a horse reach�ng for the stars, 
a woman gu�d�ng �t �n �ts dreams, an 
alp�ne lean�ng h�s back aga�nst a 
mounta�n, a shaman carry�ng fire �n 
h�s heart. ey ne�ther forget nor 
make us forget. Every narrat�on �s a 
new awaken�ng. Because mythology �s 
not about understand�ng the past; �t �s 
about tak�ng root �n the future.

Hasan YİĞİT

Dear Readers
Nature somet�mes h�des �ts heal�ng power �n the 
most qu�et and unassum�ng plants. Sage �s one of 
these s�lent healers. Used for centur�es both �n the 
prevent�on and treatment of d�seases, sage 
nour�shes not only the body but also the soul w�th 
�ts aromat�c leaves.

Sage has strong ant�ox�dant and ant�m�crob�al 
propert�es thanks to �ts rosmar�n�c ac�d, tujon, 
c�neol and var�ous phenol�c compounds. ese 
substances prov�de protect�on aga�nst �nfect�ons 
wh�le support�ng the �mmune system.

e relax�ng effect of sage �s known �n resp�ratory 
d�seases. In cases such as cough, sore throat and 
bronch�t�s, sage tea or steam fac�l�tates breath�ng 
by remov�ng mucus. It �s also a natural support for 
�nd�gest�on, bloat�ng and stomach a�lments w�th 
�ts pos�t�ve effects on the d�gest�ve system.

e aromat�c structure of sage �s also assoc�ated 
w�th stress-reduc�ng and m�nd-open�ng effects. It 
has been used for med�tat�on and relaxat�on s�nce 
anc�ent t�mes. Today, sc�ent�fic stud�es support the 
pos�t�ve effects of sage on memory and cogn�t�ve 
funct�ons.

However, caut�on should also be exerc�sed w�th 
excess�ve consumpt�on of sage. Long-term and 
excess�ve use, espec�ally due to the h�gh doses of 
tujone, can lead to some s�de effects.

�s valuable plant of nature grows w�th pat�ence, 
�s collected w�th labor and prepared w�th care. 
Know�ng �ts value �s a re�ect�on of the respect we 
show to our health.

Nature's Smart 
Healer: Sage
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